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COMMS REPORT
2021 Year-End  |  continued

ARTICLE HEADLINES

Give Texas police a way to deal with dangerous chained dogs

ETX Covered: House Bill 1818, the “Puppy Mill Bill”

Texas governor issues surprising veto of bill protecting dogs from
human abuse

Chaining dogs outside will finally be illegal in Texas as Abbott signs animal 
cruelty bill into law

New Texas Law Will Make It Illegal to Chain Up Dogs Outside
Beginning in 2022

Chained and Cold: North Texas Animal Advocate Speaking Out About Dogs 
Left Outside

Where do Texas Democrats and Republicans really come together? Dog bills.

After minor changes, advocates are confident a bill requiring adequate shel-
ter for dogs can avoid another Gov. Greg Abbott veto 

East Texans have new ‘outside dog’ rules to follow

Puppy mills fuel discussion of San Marcos ban on dog, cat sales at
commercial pet stores

Why Dallas should ban pet stores from selling puppies and kittens
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PRESS RELEASES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 13, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

IN A VICTORY FOR ANIMAL WELFARE, THE TEXAS SUNSET COMMISSION 
VOTES TO MAINTAIN THE LICENSED BREEDERS PROGRAM

THLN helped to establish the Program in 2011, which has been instrumental in preventing puppy 
mill practices.

Austin, Texas – Today, the Texas Sunset Commission voted to maintain the Licensed Breeders Program under 
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation after a prolonged and challenging review cycle due to 
COVID-19.

Over the past few months, the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN) ran a letter-writing campaign to 
raise awareness about the Program. By the time the vote was taken, Texans had sent over 8,700 letters to 
legislators in support of the Program.

“Maintaining the Licensed Breeders Program is a huge win for animals and consumers across Texas,” said 
Shelby Bobosky, Executive Director of the THLN. “The Program is essential to stopping cruel and uneth-
ical puppy mill practices and it will be allowed to continue thanks to the members of the Sunset Com-
mission.”

In 2011, THLN helped establish and implement the Licensed Breeders Program to provide state oversight on 
breeders in Texas, many of whom operate outside of broad USDA regulations. The Program establishes basic 
standards of care in large-scale breeding facilities and prevents animal cruelty by allowing the state to in-
spect breeding facilities before opening and to conduct out-of-cycle inspections. The Program also prevents 
bad actors with animal cruelty charges from legally running a commercial breeding operation.

“We are so thankful for all of the people who took action in support of the Licensed Breeders Program,” 
said Bobosky. “Our advocates’ efforts undoubtedly helped save the Program, and the lives of thousands 
of animals in the process.”

For more information on THLN’s work to maintain the Texas Licensed Breeders Program or to schedule an 
interview with THLN, please contact Cara Gustafson at 561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (continued)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 27, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

SENATOR EDDIE LUCIO JR. FILES THLN’S TOP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY IN 
THE TEXAS SENATE

”Safe Outdoor Dogs” legislation will improve public safety and ensure dogs have basic standards 
while restrained outside.

Austin, Texas – Today, Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. filed SB 474, Texas Humane Legislation Network’s (THLN) top priority 
legislative item in the Texas Senate, to ensure dogs are properly restrained outdoors and to prevent them from becom-
ing a public safety hazard for unsuspecting people. Representative Nicole Collier is the House author of the companion 
bill, HB 873. The legislation would establish basic standards of outdoor shelter and care and provide much-needed 
clarification to the existing law to better promote the safety of surrounding communities. 

Dogs that are inhumanely restrained become desperate and aggressive, causing them to lash out at people, especially 
unsuspecting children who do not understand the signs of an animal in extreme distress. Over the past couple of years, 
Texas has seen dozens of attacks by dogs inhumanely restrained outdoors, with some even being fatal. 

“THLN has and always will advocate for commonsense animal welfare legislation. However, SB 474 is truly about 
public safety,” said Shelby Bobosky, Executive Director of THLN. “We must ensure dogs kept outside are safe – safe 
for them and safe for us.”

SB 474 key clarifications include protecting dogs from extreme outdoor temperatures and preventing the use of overly 
heavy, cruel chain restraints. The bill also ensures dogs have access to drinking water and can move around without 
being trapped in standing water or mud. Finally, the bill strikes the 24-hour waiting period to allow law enforcement to 
address critical situations immediately, instead of only after tragedy has struck. 

“Today I am proud to file SB 474. As we know, poor living conditions of animals outside are a safety risk not only 
for the animals but for the communities in which they live,” said bill author Senator Lucio Jr. “I am looking forward 
to working with Representative Collier and my colleagues to better establish this basic standard of care to protect 
the lives of our outdoor dogs and the health and safety of our communities.” 

“We are grateful for Senator Lucio Jr. for filing this bill and are confident that the legislation will pass in 2021 to 
better protect Texas dogs outdoors and Texas communities,” concluded Bobosky.

To learn more or to schedule an interview about safe outdoor dog legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 561-797-8267 
or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 12, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

AS TEMPERATURES DROP, THLN UNDERSCORES THE PASSAGE OF SAFE 
OUTDOOR DOGS LEGISLATION TO PREVENT UNNECESSARY CRUELTY AND 

DEATH

Just this week, a dog was found frozen to death near Lubbock

Austin, Texas – On February 10, Floydada Animal Services reported that a dog was found frozen to death near 
Lubbock from being left outside in freezing temperatures. As the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN) 
works to pass Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation and establish a better standard of care for dogs left outdoors, 
the organization urges Texans to immediately report to local authorities all dogs without shelter on these 
bitter-cold nights. 

“Our hotline has been swamped with calls as the temperatures have dropped,” said Shelby Bobosky, 
Executive Director of THLN. “We have received many reports of freezing and dying dogs throughout the 
state and especially in West Texas.”

SB 474 by Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. and HB 873 by Representative Nicole Collier include key elements to pro-
tect dogs from extreme outdoor temperatures that could have prevented that unnecessary death and pre-
vent more in the coming days. The legislation would establish basic standards of outdoor shelter and care, 
and provide much-needed clarification to existing law for the safety of animals and their surrounding com-
munities. 

“As seen in this week’s tragedy, it is not enough to provide temporary fixes like free dog houses. We 
must change the law to require adequate shelter,” said Bobosky. “The Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation en-
sures animals are not subject to extreme conditions, without infringing upon the freedom of Texas dog 
owners.”

Along with preventing exposure to extreme temperature, the legislation also ensures dogs have access to 
drinking water and can move around without being trapped in standing water or mud. The legislation strikes 
the 24-hour waiting period in the current statute so that law enforcement can address critical situations im-
mediately, instead of only after tragedy has struck. 

To learn more or to schedule an interview about safe outdoor dog legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 561-
797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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COMMS REPORT
2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 8, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS LEGISLATION TO BE HEARD IN HOUSE CRIMINAL 
JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE TODAY

HB 873 would have prevented unnecessary deaths in recent winter storm

Austin, Texas – Today, the House Criminal Jurisprudence Committee is hearing HB 873 by Chair Nicole Collier 
(D-Fort Worth). HB 873 includes key elements to protect dogs, including from extreme outdoor tempera-
tures, which could have prevented unnecessary deaths during last month’s winter storm. The legislation 
would establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors, and provide much-needed clarifi-
cation to existing law to promote the safety of animals and their surrounding communities.

“We received hundreds of calls, texts, and emails as the temperature dropped last month, including 
reports of dogs freezing and dying,” said Shelby Bobosky, Executive Director of THLN. “Our Safe Outdoor 
Dogs bill would have prevented many of these unnecessary deaths and would have made it easier to 
intervene in life-threatening situations.”

Along with preventing exposure to extreme temperature, the legislation also ensures dogs have access to 
drinking water and can move around without being trapped in standing water or mud. The legislation strikes 
the 24-hour waiting period in the current statute so that law enforcement can address critical situations im-
mediately, instead of only after tragedy has struck. 

“We are very thankful to Chair Collier for filing and supporting the Safe Outdoor Dogs bill. As seen in last 
month’s tragedy, it is not enough to provide temporary fixes like free dog houses. We must clarify the 
law to require adequate shelter,” said Bobosky. “As summer approaches and we prepare for extreme heat 
conditions, HB 873 could help prevent future death without infringing upon the freedom of Texas dog 
owners.”

If the bill is voted out of committee, it will move to the Calendars Committee to be scheduled for consid-
eration by the House floor. To learn more or to schedule an interview about safe outdoor dogs legislation, 
contact Cara Gustafson at 561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

PRESS RELEASE: SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS BILL PASSES 7-2 OUR OF HOUSE 
CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE

HB 873 would clarify existing law and establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs re-
strained outdoors.

Austin, Texas – Yesterday, the House Criminal Jurisprudence Committee passed HB 873 by Chair Nicole Collier 
(D-Fort Worth) on a vote of 7 to 2. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN), 
HB 873 would establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors, and provide much-needed 
clarification to existing law to promote the safety of animals and the people around them.

“Yesterday’s vote is a critical step toward protecting outdoor dogs, improving public safety, and still 
respecting the freedoms of Texas dog owners,” said Shelby Bobosky, Executive Director of THLN. “We are 
grateful to the members of the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee for their support on this important 
legislative issue.”

The legislation also ensures dogs have access to drinkable water and can move around without being 
trapped in standing water or any other dangerous substance. Along with preventing exposure to extreme 
weather, the legislation strikes the 24-hour waiting period in the current statute. This will allow law enforce-
ment to address critical situations immediately, before tragedy strikes. 

The bill also includes key exemptions to respect the choices of dog owners and the variety of ways in which 
dogs accompany Texans outdoors. Exemptions include dogs restrained in public places like parks and camp-
grounds, those used for farming, field trialing, and hunting tasks, dogs restrained on a trolley system, and 
those temporarily unattended in an open-air truck bed. 

“We thank Chair Collier for her leadership on the Safe Outdoor Dogs bill and we look forward to seeing it 
move through the legislative process, where we are already seeing strong, bipartisan support,” finished 
Bobosky. 

The bill will now be considered by the Calendars Committee before it would move to a vote on the House 
floor and ultimately over to the Senate.

To learn more or to schedule an interview about Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 
561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com.
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COMMS REPORT
2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 14, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

PRESS RELEASE: SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS LEGISLATION PASSES 4-0 OUT OF 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE

SB 474 would clarify existing law and establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs
restrained outdoors.

Austin, Texas – Yesterday, the Senate Committee on Criminal Justice passed SB 474 by Senator Eddie Lucio, 
Jr. (D-Brownsville) on a vote of 4 to 0. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation Network 
(THLN), SB 474 would establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors, and provide 
much-needed clarification to existing law to promote the safety of animals and the people around them.

“Yesterday’s vote is a critical step toward protecting outdoor dogs, improving public safety, and still re-
specting the freedoms of Texas dog owners,” said Stacy Sutton Kerby, Director of Government Relations 
for THLN. “We are grateful to Chair John Whitmire and the members of the Senate Committee on Crimi-
nal Justice for their support on this important legislative issue.”

The legislation also ensures dogs have access to drinkable water and can move around without being 
trapped in standing water or any other dangerous substance. Along with preventing exposure to extreme 
weather, the legislation strikes the 24-hour waiting period in the current statute. This will allow law enforce-
ment to address critical situations immediately, before tragedy strikes. 

The bill also includes key exemptions to respect the choices of dog owners and the variety of ways in which 
dogs accompany Texans outdoors. Exemptions include dogs restrained in public places like parks and camp-
grounds, those used for farming, field trials, and hunting tasks, dogs restrained on a trolley system and those 
temporarily unattended in an open-air truck bed. 

“We thank Senator Lucio for his leadership on the Safe Outdoor Dogs bill and we look forward to con-
tinue moving through the legislative process, where we are already seeing strong, bipartisan support,” 
finished Kerby. 

To learn more or to schedule an interview about Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 
561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com.
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PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 28, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

HB 1818 PASSES HOUSE, MOVING TEXAS ONE STEP CLOSER TO STOPPING 
PUPPY MILL SALES

Under the strong leadership of Rep. Patterson, the bill would create a civil penalty for pet stores 
selling puppies and kittens from puppy mills.

AUSTIN, Texas -- Today, the Texas House passed HB 1818, which would help to stop the pipeline of puppy 
mill animals to retail pet stores in Texas. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation Network 
(THLN), HB 1818 would require pet stores to source animals from local animal control agencies, animal shel-
ters, and rescue organizations.

“Currently, we see hundreds of Texans every year purchase animals who are sick, make their families 
sick, and cost them thousands of dollars in vet bills or balloon payments to retail pet stores,” said Shelby 
Bobosky, Executive Director of THLN. “HB 1818 would protect consumers from unknowingly purchasing 
sick and ill-bred puppies and kittens, while also cracking down on cruel puppy mill practices.”

The majority of retail pet stores source their animals from out of state and many from puppy mill breeders. 
Currently, Texas pet stores have no specific regulatory requirements beyond local ordinances, and often do 
not provide the health or vaccination history of an animal to its new owner. By contrast, municipal shelters 
and nonprofit rescues must disclose this information per state law, providing the new owner with a more 
transparent process and overall healthier animal.

The bill would not affect licensed, legitimate breeders, as only 4% sell their animals through retail pet stores. 
It would also not affect counties with a population of less than 200,000. 

“In closing, we want to extend a huge thank you to Representative Patterson for his hard work on HB 
1818 and his dedication to Texas animals.”

To learn more or to schedule an interview about Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 
561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com.
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PRESS RELEASES (cont.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 19, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS BILL PASSES OUT OF TEXAS HOUSE AND SENATE

 SB 474 clarifies existing law and establishes basic standards of shelter and care for dogs
restrained outdoors.

Austin, Texas – The Texas Legislature has passed SB 474 by Chair Nicole Collier (D-Dallas) and Senator Eddie 
Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville) out of both chambers. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation 
Network (THLN), the Safe Outdoor Dogs bill will establish basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left 
outdoors, and provide much-needed clarification to existing law to promote the safety of animals and the 
people around them.

“Our Texas legislators are taking a critical step toward protecting outdoor dogs and improving public 
safety, while still respecting the freedoms of Texas dog owners,” said Stacy Sutton Kerby, Director of 
Government Relations for THLN. “We are thrilled and so thankful for both the authors and the over 90 
joint-authors and co-authors.”

The legislation also ensures dogs have access to drinkable water and can move around without being 
trapped in standing water or any other dangerous substance. Along with preventing exposure to extreme 
weather, the legislation strikes the 24-hour waiting period in the current statute. This will allow law enforce-
ment to address critical situations immediately, before tragedy strikes. 

The bill also includes key exemptions for dogs restrained in public places like parks and campgrounds, those 
used for farming, field trials, and hunting tasks, dogs restrained on a trolley system, and those temporarily 
unattended in an open-air truck bed. 

“We are so thankful to Chair Collier and Senator Lucio for their tireless leadership on the Safe Outdoor 
Dogs bill and for all the Texans who reached out to their legislators urging them to protect Texas dogs 
and the people around them,” finished Kerby. 

To learn more or to schedule an interview about Safe Outdoor Dogs legislation, contact Cara Gustafson at 
561-797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com.
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2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 21, 2021

Contact: 
Tori Varyu
tori@publicblueprint.com
(425) 577-2072

THLN’S STATEMENT ON GOVERNOR ABBOTT’S VETO OF THE SAFE
OUTDOOR DOGS ACT (SB 474)

The bill received overwhelming support from both parties and rural lawmakers

Austin, Texas – The Texas Humane Legislative Network’s (THLN) Executive Director Shelby Bobosky released 
the following statement regarding Governor Abbott’s veto of Senate Bill 474. The bill would have provided 
much-needed clarification to existing law to establish basic standards of outdoor shelter and restraint for 
dogs.

“THLN and its thousands of members across Texas are devastated by the veto of the Safe Outdoor Dogs 
Act.

Governor Abbott says that the current Texas statute already protects dogs, but this bill – which was car-
ried with active support from sheriffs, law enforcement and animal control offers – would have clarified 
the vague language that makes the statute completely unenforceable. SB 474 contained simple fixes to 
protect dogs that are left outside on heavy chains with no shelter or water in a state that experiences ex-
treme high and low temperatures. All the elements Governor Abbott cited as “micromanagement” were 
carefully negotiated compromises that addressed concerns from lawmakers in both parties to strike the 
right balance for our diverse state. The passage of the bill in both chambers with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support from rural, urban, and suburban members was the result of six years of tireless effort by 
THLN and all stakeholders who care for dogs inhumanely restrained outdoors. The issues that this bill 
intended to address will not go away, and neither will we. Preventing animal cruelty while making our 
state a safer place is one of the few nonpartisan issues facing the legislature and animal advocates are 
reliable primary and general voters.”

To learn more or to schedule an interview, contact Tori Varyu at (425) 577-2072 or tori@publicblueprint.com. 
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PRESS RELEASES (cont.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 9, 2021

Contact: 
Tori Varyu
tori@publicblueprint.com
(425) 577-2072

GOVERNOR ABBOTT INCLUDES SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS ON THIRD SPECIAL 
SESSION AGENDA

Legislation would be similar to SB 474 that passed during the regular session but would address 
the concerns in the Governor’s veto proclamation.

Austin, Texas – On Tuesday, Governor Abbott released his agenda for the third special session and included 
legislation similar to the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act, which the Governor vetoed during the regular legislative 
session. 

“Governor Abbott’s inclusion of the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act on the special session agenda is a huge step 
toward passing this bill before the next regular session in 2023,” said Stacy Sutton Kerby, Director of Gov-
ernment Relations for the Texas Humane Legislation Network. “We are hopeful that we will be able to 
address the Governor’s concerns and ensure a safer future for dogs across Texas.”

The Safe Outdoor Dogs Act establishes basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors and clari-
fies existing law to promote the safety of animals and the people around them. The bill was a top legislative 
priority for THLN and had the support of over 100 co-authors during the regular legislative session, as well as 
law enforcement and thousands of Texans across the state.

“There is no doubt that we would not have had a second opportunity to pass the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act 
this year without the dedication of our thousands of supporters across Texas and our legislative champi-
ons on both sides of the aisle,”  said Kerby. “We will continue to fight and improve the lives of restrained 
outdoor dogs.”

To learn more or to schedule an interview, contact Tori Varyu at (425) 577-2072 or tori@publicblueprint.com. 
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PRESS RELEASES (cont.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 19, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS ACT HEADED TO GOVERNOR’S DESK AT THE CLOSE 
OF THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION

The Act clarifies previous law and establishes basic standards of shelter and care for unattended 
dogs restrained outdoors.

Austin, Texas – Late last night, SB 5, the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act, passed out of both chambers and is now 
heading to the Governor’s desk. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN), 
the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act establishes basic standards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors and clarifies 
existing law to promote the safety of animals and the people around them.

After the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act passed both chambers and was subsequently vetoed by the Governor 
during the regular legislative session earlier this year, THLN worked with the Governor’s office to ensure all of 
the items in his veto proclamation were addressed. The current bill is similar to the one filed during the reg-
ular session and still maintains its purpose of protecting dogs and the people around them from inhumane 
tethering.

“The passage of the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act is a critical step toward protecting restrained dogs and im-
proving public safety, while still respecting the freedoms of Texas dog owners,” said Stacy Sutton Kerby, 
Director of Government Relations for THLN. “We are thrilled and so thankful to our bill authors Senator 
Eddie Lucio Jr. and Representative Jared Patterson for their tireless efforts to get this bill to the finish 
line. We are hopeful that Governor Abbott signs it into law.”

The Safe Outdoor Dogs Act will ensure dogs have access to drinkable water and move around without being 
trapped in standing water or any other dangerous substance. Along with preventing exposure to extreme 
weather, the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act removed the 24-hour waiting period that previously prevented animal 
control and law enforcement officers from taking immediate action. Moving forward, officers will be able to 
assist tethered dogs in distress as soon as they arrive on the scene. 

The law also includes key exemptions for dogs restrained in public places like parks and campgrounds, those 
used for farming, field trials, and hunting tasks, dogs restrained via a trolley system, and those temporarily 
unattended in an open-air truck bed. 

“This was a tough special legislative session for everyone. We are particularly grateful for the effort legis-
lators and supporters made to get this law passed,” finished Kerby.  

To learn more or schedule an interview about the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act, contact Cara Gustafson at (561) 
797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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2021 Year-End  |  continued

PRESS RELEASES (cont.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 26, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

GOVERNOR ABBOTT SIGNS THE SAFE OUTDOOR DOGS ACT INTO LAW

The Act clarifies previous law and establishes basic standards of shelter and care for unattended 
dogs restrained outdoors.

Austin, Texas – Yesterday afternoon, Governor Abbott signed the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act into law to go into effect on January 18, 
2022. A top legislative priority for the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN), the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act establishes basic stan-
dards of shelter and care for dogs left outdoors and clarifies existing law to promote the safety of animals and the people around 
them.

The Governor vetoed a previous version of the bill during the regular session but added it to the third special session agenda in 
September. THLN worked in coordination with the Governor’s office to address the items in the veto proclamation in the new 
version of the bill.

“We are thrilled to be able to get this bill across the finish line in the special session rather than having to wait for the next 
regular session in 2023,” said Stacy Sutton Kerby, Director of Government Relations for THLN. “It is a huge step toward pro-
tecting restrained dogs and the people around them from inhumane tethering.”

The Safe Outdoor Dogs Act will ensure dogs have access to drinkable water and can move around without being trapped in stand-
ing water or any other dangerous substance. Along with preventing exposure to extreme weather, the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act re-
moved the 24-hour waiting period that previously prevented animal control and law enforcement officers from taking immediate 
action. Going forward, officers will be able to assist tethered dogs in distress as soon as they arrive on the scene. 

“Thank you to all the supporters and advocates for helping get Senate Bill 5, the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act, passed and signed 
by the Governor,” said Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr., who authored the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act in the Senate. “There is now a basic 
standard of care that must be provided to dogs tethered outdoors across the state. While cities may still pass stricter laws, 
this legislation will help keep dogs and the communities in which they live safe, even if there are no municipal ordinances. 
Dogs are more than man’s best friend, they are family. Mistreating dogs is horrible and passing legislation like this isn’t just 
good policy, it’s humane policy. Once again, my sincerest thanks to Governor Abbott for signing this important piece of leg-
islation into law,” said Senator Lucio. 

“I am so proud to have had the opportunity to work with Governor Abbott, Senator Lucio, pet advocates, and law enforce-
ment to finally pass the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act,” said Representative Jared Patterson, who authored the Safe Outdoor Dogs 
Act in the House. “This bipartisan bill, which repeals and replaces an entire subchapter of ineffective code, provides clarity for 
dog owners, allows law enforcement to do their jobs, and is designed to keep our communities safe from dangerous dogs. It 
also provides measures to protect dogs from inclement weather, lack of shelter and heavy chains, which I am confident will 
save our furry family members from harmful conditions and pain in the future,” said Representative Patterson.

“We are so thankful to our bill authors Senator Lucio and Representative Patterson as well as Chair Nicole Collier who au-
thored the bill in the regular session. Without their dedication and leadership, we would not have been able to get this bill 
passed,” finished Kerby.

To learn more or schedule an interview about the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act, contact Cara Gustafson at (561) 797-8267
or cara@publicblueprint.com.



THLN 2021 Year-End Comms Report  |  16

COMMS REPORT
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PRESS RELEASES (cont.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 6, 2021

Contact: 
Cara Gustafson
cara@publicblueprint.com
(561) 797-8267

DALLAS CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE TAKES FIRST STEP TO PASS HUMANE 
PET STORE ORDINANCE 

Ordinance will close the puppy mill pipeline to Dallas and protect unsuspecting Texas families 
from deceptive financial practices.  

DALLAS, TX -- On Monday, December 6, the Dallas City Council Committee on Quality of Life, Arts, & Culture held a 
briefing agenda at 3pm. Led by Committee Chair Adam Bazaldua, one of the briefing agenda items was the Dallas 
Humane Pet Store Ordinance. Since January, the Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN) has been working to pass 
the ordinance and ban the sale of puppies and kittens in pet stores to prevent cruel breeding practices. Joined by the 
Humane Society of the United States, THLN presented to the committee to raise awareness, garner support, and ulti-
mately pass this important ordinance in early 2022. 

“The Humane Pet Store Ordinance will prohibit the sale of puppies and kittens in pet stores and stop hundreds of 
sick puppies from being brought into Texas from puppy mills across state lines,” said Shelby Bobosky, Executive 
Director of THLN. “It will protect consumers from ending up with unhealthy puppies and illusory practices that 
lock unknowing Texans into years-long, deceptive financial commitments and high interest rates on top of exorbi-
tant vet bills.” 

This Ordinance would also support dozens of local, Dallas-based humane pet stores that do not sell puppies but rather 
adopt thousands of puppies who need loving families. 

“Over the years, our THLN hotline has regularly received complaints of Dallas retail stores selling sick or unhealthy 
puppies. We now have an opportunity to end a cruel practice that hurts puppies and unsuspecting Texans simply 
trying to get a new pet,” said Bobosky. “We are so grateful to Chair Bazaldua, Mayor Pro Tem West, and the entire 
Quality of Life, Arts, & Culture Committee as well as city staff for their support and attention to such a vital animal 
welfare issue right here in our community.”

After today’s Committee briefing, a draft ordinance will be reviewed by the Dallas Animal Services Shelter Commission 
in January 2022, return to the Quality of Life, Arts, & Culture Committee for approval also in January 2022, and then to 
the Dallas City Council for their consideration in February 2022.  “I look forward to continuing to getting this toward 
some sort of implementation,” said Chairman Bazaldua.

“We applaud Chairman Bazaldua and Mayor Pro Tem West for their support of this important ordinance and look 
forward to working with the full City Council to ensure its passage,” said Lauren Loney, Texas State Director for the 
Humane Society of the United States. “The values of Dallas cannot be reflected by continuing to allow the sale of 
puppies from cruel puppy mills to unsuspecting local consumers.”

To learn more or to schedule an interview, contact Cara Gustafson at (561) 797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 
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THLN ASKS TEXANS TO ADOPT, NOT SHOP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

Shelters across the state are overflowing with rescue animals in need of loving families.

DALLAS, TX – The Texas Humane Legislation Network (THLN) is bringing public awareness to the plight of Texas shelter 
animals and encouraging prospective pet owners to adopt from Texas shelters and rescue groups as opposed to buy-
ing pets from online retailers or pet shops.

“One of the most important reasons to adopt this holiday season is to ensure Texans are not supporting and 
inadvertently endorsing commercial breeding facilities, better known as puppy mills, that supply pet stores and 
sell pets online,” said Shelby Bobosky, Executive Director of THLN. “Puppy mills are breeding operations that house 
hundreds of dogs in deplorable living conditions without proper food, water, veterinary care, or human
interaction.”

The sole purpose of a puppy mill is to mass produce puppies and sell them for monetary gain. There is no regard for 
the welfare of the breeding stock or the puppies that are produced. Puppies from puppy mills are often seriously ill, 
poorly socialized, and many times suffer from life-threatening congenital defects due to being poorly bred. National 
pet store chains that sell puppies take great pains to advertise that their puppies are from reputable breeders, but it 
has been proven time and time again that is not the case. Reputable breeders will never sell their puppies to a pet 
store.

Meanwhile, many shelters and rescue groups are at capacity with dogs and cats and may not be able to accommodate 
more until their current animals find a home. 

“By adopting a pet from your local shelter or an animal welfare organization, you will free up space for anoth-
er homeless animal to have the opportunity to find a forever home and relieve the pressure on local shelters 
and rescues. Plus, shelter animals are already behavior-evaluated, vaccinated, treated for parasites, tested for 
life-threatening disease, and micro-chipped,” concluded Bobosky. 

To learn more or to schedule an interview, contact Cara Gustafson at (561) 797-8267 or cara@publicblueprint.com. 


