
                             

 IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Aldermen Call for an Independent Legislative Counsel to Restore Order   
 
June 25, 2021—(Chicago, IL) --Impelled by the chaotic events of Wednesday’s City Council meeting 
and the past 18 months during which Mayor Lightfoot has disregarded the rules, to say nothing of the 
voice and opinions of the City Council, today: 2nd Ward Alderman Brian Hopkins; 5th Ward 
Alderman Leslie Hairston; 33rd Ward Alderman Rossana Rodriguez Sanchez; and 9th Ward 
Alderman Anthony A. Beale introduced an ordinance directly into counsel that would create a 
Legislative Counsel for the members of the City Council, independent of the City’s Corporation 
Counsel and Mayor Lightfoot’s authority.  That person would both advise all City Council members on 
issues of legislation and law and act as the Parliamentarian of the City Council, as provided for by 
law. 
 
"In recent months, we have seen a lack of decorum in the City Council Chambers,” said 2nd Ward 
Alderman Hopkins. “We have also experienced a disregard of the rules of order, which are designed 
to protect the process of often contentious legislative deliberation. This proposed ordinance offers a 
path back to civility and order for Chicago's government.”  
 
“The City Council was meant by law, and frankly by the many millions of people who vote for the 50 of 
us, to be a body equal to, if not more powerful than, the position of Mayor, said 9th Ward Alderman 
Beale.  “We are the people who are known by and have the confidence of our communities.  We are 
the people held accountable for what happens and what doesn’t.”   
 
Even if we were in the best of times, a dictator on the 5th floor would not be acceptable,” added 
Alderman Beale. “But we’re not.  Here we are with nearly 1,600 folks shot this year alone, 
neighborhoods hurting, and we have a mayor who refuses to let any of us bring up the issues of 
importance to our communities, for discussion, let alone a vote. This must end.  And relying on City 
Law, we intend to end it.” 
 
Specifically, based on the wide-ranging authority provided to the Chicago City Council by law, and 
acting in the “best interests of the City of Chicago,” the aldermen propose the hiring of a legislative 
counsel, fully independent of the Corporation Counsel’s office and the Mayor’s Office who would:  

• Provide independent advice to alderman on their various legislative duties, including the drafting 
of ordinances, contract documents, opinions on the powers of the legislative branch of 
government, analysis of the validity of actions taken by the city, review of litigation issues, defend 
the City Counsel and its members against claims and lawsuits, advise the City Council on  
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proposed amendments to the municipal code of Chicago, settlement of litigation, Tax Increment 
Financing, economic development, and other matters that come before its committees. 

• Attend various meetings of the City Council and be the Parliamentarian of the City Council, and 
upon request render opinions and advice on questions of parliamentary law and procedures. 

 
To actuate the proposal, the aldermen propose a committee of the counsel be appointed to do a 
search to fulfill the position. 
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