
Thank you for helping to Wake Up Europe! by debating what has gone wrong and what 
should be done about it. The Great European Disaster Movie will give you and your 
audience plenty of food for thought. But it is your ideas, reactions, feelings and 
proposals that matter most. Our aim is to stimulate that debate, as well as providing a 
means by which you can share your ideas and conclusions with the rest of the Wake 
Up Europe! community.  The ideal outcome for us is to help the development of a 
wider, transnational, informed European public opinion.

We want you in particular to contribute to our collective answer to the following We want you in particular to contribute to our collective answer to the following 
questions, by holding a vote amongst your audience by show of hands during the 
debate and by inviting people to share their thoughts on social media using the hashtag 
#wakeupeurope: 

a) Are you optimistic or pessimistic about the future of Europe? 
(Encourage each section of the audience to give reasons why they feel optimistic or 
pessimistic and keep a note of the examples given.)

b) Is the European Union worth saving? b) Is the European Union worth saving? 
(Encourage each section of the audience to give reasons why the EU is or is not worth 
saving and keep a note of the examples given.)

c) If you could make it happen tomorrow what change would you 
most like to see in the EU ? 
(Please keep a note of some of the suggestions)

d) Do you feel European?

For all of these questions, please send us the data (including “don’t knows”). We will For all of these questions, please send us the data (including “don’t knows”). We will 
analyse and publicise the results, but of course will not associate them with individuals.
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1. Economic integration   --  the 500 euro note

The film argues that a fundamental value of the European Union has come from the prosperity it could deliver to its The film argues that a fundamental value of the European Union has come from the prosperity it could deliver to its 

citizens. The connections between national economies, the many bridges between them, and the resulting size and scope 

of the European economy and its single market have undeniably benefited the Europeans and made the EU the first 

trading block in the world. The 500 euro note is used to symbolise this value and aim, but also how the current economic 

and political crisis in the Eurozone has eroded that value and become a source of discord and mutual misunderstanding – 

in effect, the trouble that ensues when families start arguing about money.

Possible questions that could be asked about economic integration and the euro are:Possible questions that could be asked about economic integration and the euro are:

a) Who/what is to blame for the economic crisis of Europe? Bankers, national politicians, the EU as a whole, or 
something else?

b) In the euro’s sovereign debt crisis, should borrowers bear the brunt of repair and adjustment, or should lenders?

c) c) Borrowers who get deep into debt always need to tighten their belts. But what is the future of that fiscal austerity, and 
should it apply to everyone? Could there, should there, be a new Marshall Plan for Europe, as the film proposes? What 

should it contain? The US from which the 2008 financial crisis originated and the UK, where the City played a big part, 

have both recovered faster than the Eurozone. Why?

d) What is the appropriate economic role of Germany in today’s Europe?

e) What is the value of economic integration among the 28 EU member states? What would be lost if we returned to 
separate national economies?

f) f) Would Europeans be better off if the influence of the EU as a single  market block was to be lost?












