District Attorney | League of Pissed Off Voters November 2019
Questionnaire
Hello candidates! Thank you for lling out the League's questionnaire. Please complete the questionnaire by midnight
on Friday, July 19th if you wish to be considered for a League endorsement. Please use THIS FORM rather than
formatting it into a Word document or PDF. If you have any questions, you can contact us at
TheLeagueSF@gmail.com.

Candidate Info
Name *
Leif Dautch

Campaign Contact Person
Daniel Anderson

Email Address *
Daniel@Leif2019.com

Phone Number
4152618648

O ce Sought *
District Attorney

Website
https://leif2019.com

When did you rst fall in love with San Francisco?
I rst fell in love with San Francisco in 1993 when my dad and I went to a Giants game at
Candlestick. I'm pretty sure the Grateful Dead sang the national anthem.

Priorities
Please list the 3 endorsements you are most proud of
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798 (dual), California State Treasurer Fiona Ma, San
Francisco Deputy Sheriffs’ Association (sole).

What are the top three issues you will work on, and how will you implement
solutions in a timely manner? (1250 character limit)
We have a humanitarian and public health crisis playing out on our streets, and I see it every
day working in the Tenderloin. First, I would prevent people from becoming homeless in the
rst place by prosecuting landlords who fraudulently evict tenants. Second, I will transform our
nearly-empty Juvenile Hall into a Mental Health Justice Center for youth and adults battling
mental illness.
We also must hold police o cers who engage in misconduct accountable. First, I will not have
the inherent con ict of interest of making charging decisions involving police o cers that I
used to supervise as Police Chief. Second, I vow to complete my investigation of any o cerinvolved shooting within 6 months and hold a town hall explaining my decision. Third, I will
follow the lead of some jurisdictions around the country by exploring all possible charges, not
just murder-or-nothing.
Third, in 2017, there were 31,000 reported car break-ins in the city, but the District Attorney’s
O ce only took one case to trial in the entire year! I will launch an Auto Burglary Task Force,
paid for through a DMV grant program, with multiple prosecutors and investigators building big
cases against the organized rings committing these crimes.

What for-pro t or non-pro t boards do you serve on, including political
organizations?
Vice Chair, California Lawyers Association Criminal Law Section
Local Representative, CASE Union (California Attorneys, ALJs and Hearing O cers in State
Employment)

What local and state commissions and policy bodies have you served on -currently or in the past?
President, San Francisco Juvenile Probation Commission (2016-2018, joint appointment by
Mayor and Superior Court Presiding Justice)
Delegate, California Democratic Party (2015-2016, authored and passed resolution banning oil
and gas fracking on forest lands)

Local Issues
Some of the things pissed-off voters are watching right now!

Did you support the local implementation of SB 1045, mental health
conservatorship?
Yes
No

Do you support the police use of force legislation, Assembly Bill 392?
Yes
No

Do you support the closure of Juvenile Hall?
Yes
No

Do you support the closure of 850 Bryant, jails #3 and #4?
Yes
No

Do you support opening supervised consumption services in San
Francisco?
Yes
No

If so, what would you do to protect them from Federal interference?
I will work with City Attorney Dennis Herrera to craft a legal defense to any federal action and
lobby the federal administration (which will be democratic by 2021) to grant San Francisco a
waiver for a safe injection site.

As DA, what would you do to repair the harm done by the war on drugs?
There is no doubt about: the War on Drugs was a failure. We lled our prisons while doing little
to address the root causes of addiction. As a result, we have a public health crisis on our
streets, one I see every day working in the Tenderloin. People are dying on our streets, and the
open-air drug markets are having a major impact on those of us who live and work here, as well
as on San Francisco’s reputation for business, tourism, and conferences. Recognizing all of
that, I am proposing a “Comprehensive Drug Reform” package that will provide help for drug
users (safe injection sites, fentanyl test strips), additional options for courts and prosecutors (a
specialty opioid and meth drug court), while building cases against the leaders of drug
tra cking rings. Doing all of these things together, we can make a noticeable impact on
conditions in the Tenderloin, SoMa, and Mid-Market neighborhoods.

Do you support decriminalizing all drugs, why or why not, and if so, what
steps would you take to accomplish that?
I support recent efforts to decriminalize marijuana, and I don't see drug possession cases as a
priority for my o ce. However, when it comes to those who deal fentanyl, heroin, and meth in
our city, targeting recovering addicts coming into the Tenderloin for services and treatment, I
believe the DA's O ce needs a new approach. As someone explained to me recently: “Drug
possession is a victimless crime; drug-dealing is not.” In fact, 10 people died of fentanyl
overdoses on the streets of San Francisco in the rst 2 weeks of June 2019. So as outlined
above in my comprehensive approach to drug reform, I do believe that there is a role for
prosecutors to play when it comes to organized rings selling lethal drugs that are killing our
residents.

How would you reduce the SF jail population, including reducing the extreme
racial disparity in the jail now?
We have a crisis of mass incarceration at the national, state, and local level that we must
address now. To me, there’s a thoughtful way to reform the criminal justice system, and there’s
a reckless way.
The reckless way is to simply release tens of thousands of people from prison, having done
nothing to address their underlying issues or to prepare them to re-enter society, and then
throw up our hands when crime rates increase — as with property crime rates in San Francisco.
The thoughtful way is neither quick nor easy. To ensure lasting safety and justice for victims
and defendants alike, we must reduce incarceration rates by reducing crime rates. We need to
address the societal drivers of criminal conduct, and the speci c issues that cause an
individual to re-offend. If elected District Attorney, here are three areas I’d focus on to reduce
incarceration rates and reduce racial disparities in the system.
First, we need to move away from a system focused on punishment and toward a rehabilitative
and restorative justice model. The juvenile justice system provides a path. The sole purpose of
our juvenile system is to rehabilitate young people. Every sentence, every probation condition,
every placement is targeted at the underlying cause of a young person’s problem, whether it be
mental health or substance abuse, a lack of economic opportunity, or gang in uence. Working
to address root causes has allowed San Francisco to signi cantly reduce the number of kids
entering our justice system without a corresponding uptick in juvenile crime rates. In fact, our
Juvenile Hall is so empty, there are calls to shut it down (I would like to turn it into a Mental
Health Justice Center for those battling mental illness inside and outside our criminal justice
system).
But there is no reason a 19-year-old should be denied this rehabilitative focus while a 17-yearold bene ts from it. We should incrementally expand these rehabilitative programs to the adult
population, beginning with 18- to 24-year-olds. Once we show that such a focus can reduce
incarceration and crime rates for “transitional age youth,” we can expand it to the rest of the
adult population for qualifying offenses.
Second, let’s rethink the prosecutor’s role, starting with the measures of their effectiveness.
Rather than a single-minded focus on conviction rates, we should judge district attorneys on
the recidivism rates of those they prosecute. By doing so, we would shift their incentives from
simply obtaining a guilty verdict to addressing the actual needs of the defendant. Prosecutors
are well positioned to help in that assessment. In fact, the San Diego district attorney’s o ce
has had early success with a project in which prosecutors work with the defense team,
probation department and court to develop a plan for defendants so they can seek out the

programs and skills while incarcerated that they will need to successfully re-enter society.
Prosecutors can also highlight the staggering costs to the taxpayer of the prison industrial
complex, costs that should be a factor in deciding whether (and how much) prison time is
appropriate for a given crime.
Third, we need to reduce barriers for formerly incarcerated people re-entering society. For
decades, we have erected barriers to housing, jobs, voting and government services for people
with criminal records, barriers that have appropriately been described as “The New Jim Crow.”
Not only is there no evidence these restrictions deter criminal conduct, there is mounting
evidence that they increase the chances someone will re-offend. We need to eliminate these
barriers and, for example, allow the inmates who fought the devastating Tubbs, Thomas and
Camp res the opportunity to become re ghters when released. We should allow people on
parole to vote, just as those on probation can. We cannot expect returning individuals to buy
into a society that denies them a voice.
Such a fundamental shift in how we approach criminal justice will not occur overnight. But
there are no term limits on District Attorney, I plan to spend the next decade or two steering this
ocean liner in a new direction. If we want a legal system that is fair, just, and race-blind, we
need to start now.

What role, if any, should the criminal justice system have in addressing
homelessness in SF?
As District Attorney, the primary homelessness initiatives I will pursue are preventing people
from becoming homeless through fraudulent evictions and building a Mental Health Justice
Center for those on the streets battling mental illness. If we do not offer housing and services
to unhoused people living on our streets, it is inhumane to punish them for engaging in
behavior any of us would also be forced to undertake outside. Moreover, under a recent ruling
from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal (City of Boise), it is also now illegal to enforce vagrancy
laws against the homeless population until we end our 1,000 shelter-bed waiting list. This was
a prime reason that I was an early and public supporter of Proposition C last year. And based
on my participation with the Homeless Outreach Team in the point-in-time count last month,
the humanitarian and public health crisis on our streets is as dire as it has ever been.

Did you support 2012’s Prop 35, the Californians Against Sexual Exploitation
Act Initiative?
Yes
No

If elected DA, will you abstain from ling charges against sex workers or
their clients for consensual acts of prostitution among adults?
Yes
No

In detail, describe how you would investigate a fatal o cer involved
shooting. Would you set a timeline to have investigations completed?
When I launched my campaign for District Attorney, I spoke with members of the Justice for
Mario Woods Coalition. One recurring theme in their comments was the belief that the current
DA was applying a different standard to the investigation and charging of police o cers than
he would apply to anyone else accused of a crime. Investigations dragged on for years, with an
elaborate presentation to justify not charging an o cer. In fact, not a single charge has been
led against a single o cer for any of the fatal shootings that occurred during the incumbent’s
tenure.
I will bring three things to the DA role that will be measurable improvements on the status quo.
First, I will not have the inherent con ict of interest of making charging decisions involving
police o cers that I used to supervise as Police Chief. Second, rather than taking years to
investigate these cases, I vow to complete my investigation of any o cer-involved shooting
within 6 months and hold a town hall explaining my decision to charge, or not charge, the
o cer. Third, I will follow the lead of some jurisdictions around the country by exploring
whether charges other than homicide may be brought that would circumvent limitations in
current law that prevent victims of crime from getting the justice they deserve.

November 2019 Election
Do you support the Juul ballot measure that would override the vapor
products ban ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors and add
restrictions on the sale?
Yes
No
Other:

Do you support the ballot measure “Sunlight on Dark Monday Initiative”?
Yes
No

Do you support the proposed tax on net rider fares of TNCs, autonomous
vehicles and private transit services vehicles?
Yes
No

Do you support the proposed additional tax on businesses with
disproportionate executive pay?
Yes
No

Who are you supporting for Mayor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

London Breed

Robert Jordan

Wilma Pang

Paul Y. Robertson

Joel Ventresca

Ellen Lee Zhou

Who are you supporting for D5 Supervisor?
1st

2nd

Vallie Brown

Ryan Lam

Nomvula O'Meara

Dean Preston

Who are you supporting for City Attorney?
1st

Dennis Herrera

2nd

Who are you supporting for District Attorney?
1st

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

Chesa Boudin

Leif Dautch

Suzy Loftus

Nancy H. Tung

Who are you supporting for Public Defender?
1st

Manohar Raju

Who are you supporting for Sheriff?
1st

Paul Miyamoto

Ronald Terry

Who are you supporting for Treasurer?
1st

José M. Cisneros

2nd

Who are you supporting for Board of Education?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

William Carduner

Jenny Lam

Who are you supporting for Community College Board?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Yi Quan Guo

Ivy Lee

Past Elections
Did you support 2018’s Prop C "Our City, Our Home" tax on gross receipts of
businesses to fund homeless services?
Yes
No

Who did you support for Mayor in June 2018?
1st

2nd

3rd

Angela Alioto

Michelle Bravo

London Breed

Richie Greenburg

Jane Kim

Mark Leno

Amy Farrah Weiss

Ellen Lee Zhou

Who did you support for D2 Supervisor?
1st

Catherine Stefani

Nick Josefowitz

Schuyler Hudak

John Dennis

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Who did you support for D4 Supervisor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Gordon Mar

Jessica Ho

Trevor McNeil

Arthur Tom

Lou Ann Bassan

Mike Murphy

Tuan Nguyen

Adam Kim

Who did you support for D6 Supervisor?
1st

Matt Haney

Christine Johnson

Sonja Trauss

2nd

Who did you support for D8 Supervisor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Rafael Mandelman
Lawrence "Stark"
Dagesse

Who did you support for D10 Supervisor?
1st

Shamann Walton

Tony Kelly

Theo Ellington

Uzuri Pease-Greene

Gloria Berry

Asale Chandler

Final Question

2nd

Is there anything else you want to tell us? (3000 character limit)
I am the only candidate in the DA’s race who is both a prosecutor and who manages a team of
prosecutors—a critical combination for the management position of District Attorney. I am also
the only candidate laser-focused on our homelessness and mental health crisis. I will bring to
the job my lifelong passion for criminal justice to the role, a passion which traces to my mom’s
work as a nurse at our local juvenile hall along the central coast of California. After years caring
for the youth staying there, my mom convinced us that we had to become a foster family. We
ended up taking in a dozen kids over the course of a decade, adopting two. Through those kids,
I saw rsthand the effects of trauma and of poverty, the cycles of crime, how the deck can be
stacked against you from day one. But I also saw amazing people like my mom working within
the justice system to intervene early, to make sure victims got the justice they deserved while
defendants got the help they needed to make sure they never reoffended.
It was that childhood exposure to the justice system that set me on this path. A path that took
me from an organic farm in rural California to Yale, to Harvard Law School, to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals, to President Obama’s campaign, to the Presidency of the San Francisco
Juvenile Probation Commission, and for the past 7 years, as a Deputy Attorney General for the
State of California. Those varied experiences, and the inspiration I draw from saints working
inside the system—people like my mom—make me the right person for the job.
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