District Attorney | League of Pissed Off Voters November 2019
Questionnaire
Hello candidates! Thank you for lling out the League's questionnaire. Please complete the questionnaire by midnight
on Friday, July 19th if you wish to be considered for a League endorsement. Please use THIS FORM rather than
formatting it into a Word document or PDF. If you have any questions, you can contact us at
TheLeagueSF@gmail.com.

Candidate Info
Name *
Suzy Loftus

Campaign Contact Person
Lauren Feuerborn

Email Address *
lauren@votesuzyloftus.com

Phone Number
415-385-3394

O ce Sought *
District Attorney

Website
www.votesuzyloftus.com

When did you rst fall in love with San Francisco?
The only way I know how to answer this question is to say this: I was born loving this town. In
many ways, I credit San Francisco with helping my Mom to raise me. The city has been a
major actor in many stages of my life and made me who I am. It’s where I’m choosing to raise
my three girls. We’ve made progress - but there is much more we need to do. I think our city
needs leaders deeply rooted in our communities and accountable to delivering on our
progressive values- not just talking about it.

Priorities
Please list the 3 endorsements you are most proud of
We are building a broad coalition of supporters that can be found in full on my website. I am
honored to have the support of my 3 children — Maureen, Vivienne and Grace. And I am also
honored to have the support of Supervisors Rafael Mandelman and Gordon Mar and SEIU 87
and the Carpenters and a number of amazing women elected leaders including
Congresswoman Katie Porter and Controller Betty Yee.

What are the top three issues you will work on, and how will you implement
solutions in a timely manner? (1250 character limit)
Establish the rst-ever Civil Rights Unit within the o ce of the San Francisco District Attorney.
Staffed with experienced civil rights lawyers, prosecutors, and policy and research experts, the
mission of the Civil Rights Unit will be to protect and advance the rights of all San Franciscans.
Hold those in power accountable, whether it be for mistreatment by police o cers, corporate
criminality, or lawbreaking landlords. I will foster accountability by establishing independent
scrutiny of o cer involved shootings by inviting the California Department of Justice to
conduct investigations of these critical incidents, prosecuting corporate fraud and predatory
business practices, holding landlords who engage in unlawful evictions or ignore unsafe
housing conditions accountable, and enforcing our environmental protection laws.
Investing in Neighborhood Prosecutors who will work with community members and law
enforcement to address crimes that erode our sense of safety. We need to end the ngerpointing of government agencies and instead adopt a problem-solving approach to
neighborhood issues and ensure we are collaborating with a public health approach.

What for-pro t or non-pro t boards do you serve on, including political
organizations?
Board Member, Five Keys Charter School, an organization established by the San Francisco
Sheriff’s Department in 2003 as the rst charter school for incarcerated adults in the nation.
They offer students the opportunity to obtain their GED, help the incarcerated nd
employment through job training, parenting classes to support familial relationships,
programs which offer therapeutic services for those in recovery, and to build a sense of
community upon release.
Parent Teacher Association, Francis Scott Key Elementary
Parent Teacher Association, AP Giannini Middle School
San Francisco Women’s Political Committee

What local and state commissions and policy bodies have you served on -currently or in the past?
President of the San Francisco Police Commission

Local Issues
Some of the things pissed-off voters are watching right now!

Did you support the local implementation of SB 1045, mental health
conservatorship?
Yes
No

Do you support the police use of force legislation, Assembly Bill 392?
Yes
No

Do you support the closure of Juvenile Hall?
Yes
No

Do you support the closure of 850 Bryant, jails #3 and #4?
Yes
No

Do you support opening supervised consumption services in San
Francisco?
Yes
No

If so, what would you do to protect them from Federal interference?
In the case of Federal interference with City programs which would optimize health outcomes
for those with substance use disorders and would foster resources which transition them into
rehabilitation programs, I would work collaboratively to keep our health programs safe from
external interference, in coordination with partners who similarly value public health—such as
local and state law enforcement, community public health resources, and public health
advocacy groups.
I would also a rm state legislation AB362 which seeks to allow for supervised consumption
services statewide, which would make our cities safer and cleaner.

As DA, what would you do to repair the harm done by the war on drugs?
I support diversion for all defendants charged with possession offenses. For those who
decline to participate in diversion, we would use other avenues to steer them into treatment
and, with an understanding of harm reduction, insist that defendants have multiple
opportunities to work on their sobriety. Jail is never the most effective answer to addiction.
In addition, most low-level possession for sale and sales cases can be handled by a problemsolving court, such as Drug Court for those struggling with addiction, Behavioral Health Court
for the dually diagnosed, or a program grounded in education and employment for those not
addicted.
I will also use my discretion under a new California law to reevaluate past sentences to identify
incarcerated people whose con nement is no longer in the interest of justice. I believe that
there are many people in our prisons that made great rehabilitative strides and could be
reunited with their families and community without impacting public safety.

Do you support decriminalizing all drugs, why or why not, and if so, what
steps would you take to accomplish that?
I fully support the 2016 California legislation which legalized recreational marijuana state-wide.
More needs to be done to normalize cannabis consumption and abandon the failed policies of
the War on Drugs–which only exacerbated mass incarceration. I support diversion programs
for all defendants charged with possession offenses and alternative routes for those who
decide not to participate, rather than incarceration.

How would you reduce the SF jail population, including reducing the extreme
racial disparity in the jail now?
Incarceration is our most expensive outcome with one of the highest failure rates. We have a
moral obligation to disrupt the status quo and build systems that deliver safety for our
communities most impacted by violence and trauma. I will work with our justice partners,
community members and staff to ensure that all justice pathways reduce the over-reliance on
incarceration. We must deepen our reform efforts in three ways: rst, by being bold in our
approach; second, by being grounded in and accountable to community; and nally, by being
effective at creating partnerships across education, public health and other upstream systems
to divert people away from the criminal justice system in the rst place.
The collective over-reliance on punitive approaches to safety have failed to keep us safe and
have disproportionately punished people of color. Implicit and explicit bias and the predictable
and resulting disparities are a direct threat to the legitimacy of our justice system. The DA’s
o ce plays a central role in tackling head-on how decisions made can result in disparate
results.
As District Attorney, I will take these measures to end racial disparity:
Conduct a complete audit of SFDA practices and outcomes, led by experts in the eld, to
understand where existing policies and practices are increasing or decreasing disparities.
Collect and analyze data on charging decisions, use of prosecutorial discretion, conviction
integrity, and other key decision points to understand where disparities are being exacerbated.
Pilot best and emerging practices to eliminate bias, such as color-blind charging.
Establish new policies around charging decisions, plea offers, sentencing recommendations
and other practices to combat racial disparities.
Require implicit bias, procedural justice, and racial equity training for all SFDA employees.

What role, if any, should the criminal justice system have in addressing
homelessness in SF?
Prosecuting actions and illegal lodging/camping and other quality-of-life conduct that is a
byproduct of an individual's homelessness or poverty does not help to address the underlying
factors which lead to a person’s arrest. Over reliance on charging “quality of life” infractions has
not proven effective at deterring aberrant behaviors. I will prioritize taking a problem solving
approach to quality of life concerns that engages our city partners and community based
organizations to more effectively remedy neighborhood concerns. As District Attorney, I will
work collaboratively with city partners to advocate for more supportive housing as a critical
aspect to getting people into safe and supportive spaces. My approach will be grounded in the
community and built around the principles of shared safety and building health and thriving
neighborhoods.

Did you support 2012’s Prop 35, the Californians Against Sexual Exploitation
Act Initiative?
Yes
No

If elected DA, will you abstain from ling charges against sex workers or
their clients for consensual acts of prostitution among adults?
Yes
No

In detail, describe how you would investigate a fatal o cer involved
shooting. Would you set a timeline to have investigations completed?
police hold incredible power—from the power to change the course of someone’s life to the
power to take a life. History and recent years have shown that this power is not always used in
the interests of justice. As District Attorney, I am committed to using my position and
resources at my disposal to target and eradicate abuses of power.
The opaque response of local o cials in addressing o cer-involved fatalities and critical
incidents have brought unnecessary grief and trauma to our communities. Establishing legal
justi cation of police-involved critical incidents is not the goal of meaningful accountability—
even though it is the majority of past and current practice. We must learn from these tragedies
and reform our legal standards to re ect the highest of professional and community standards.
Standards of accountability must be achieved in community and with a consensus approach
long before a critical incident occurs. We must convene leaders from law enforcement together
with reform advocates, and family members of those that died. Every step in this process must
be public-facing and must protect the rights of the families impacted.
As President of the San Francisco Police Commission, I advanced bold policies to bring more
transparency and accountability to policing, including the adoption of a new use-of-force policy
and body-worn camera regulation. I oversaw the termination of more o cers accused of
serious misconduct than ever before. I pushed through long overdue updates to the SFPD Use
of Force Policy. We operationalized Life A rming practices through a new Crisis Intervention
Team General Order. We banned the use of carotid holds, required o cers to submit written
reports every time rearms were unholstered (creating additional administrative burden for a
newly de ned form of use of force), prohibited the practice of shooting at moving vehicles,
reengineered rearm training practices to eliminate “group” training exercises, and rolled out a
body-worn camera policy with signi cant community input for every change. We ensured that
everyone had room at the table to share their perspective. As a result, we have seen a 30%
decrease in use of force and fewer o cer injuries. All of this illustrates a simple premise: we
can build community-driven solutions that deliver positive outcomes for community members
and law enforcement o cials alike.
As District Attorney, I will:
Establish independent scrutiny of o cer-involved shootings by inviting the California
Department of Justice to lead and conduct investigations of these critical incidents
The Independent Investigations Bureau (IIB) will serve as the special prosecution unit to
coordinate with independent investigators and make charging decisions regarding allegations
of police misconduct. IIB will also specially handle all charges against police o cers
committed in their personal capacity.
Publish the ndings of o cer-involved shooting investigations, increasing transparency to a
historically opaque and bureaucratic process.

November 2019 Election
Do you support the Juul ballot measure that would override the vapor
products ban ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors and add
restrictions on the sale?
Yes
No
Other:

Do you support the ballot measure “Sunlight on Dark Monday Initiative”?
Yes
No

Do you support the proposed tax on net rider fares of TNCs, autonomous
vehicles and private transit services vehicles?
Yes
No

Do you support the proposed additional tax on businesses with
disproportionate executive pay?
Yes
No

Who are you supporting for Mayor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

London Breed

Robert Jordan

Wilma Pang

Paul Y. Robertson

Joel Ventresca

Ellen Lee Zhou

Who are you supporting for D5 Supervisor?
1st

Vallie Brown

Ryan Lam

Nomvula O'Meara

Dean Preston

2nd

Who are you supporting for City Attorney?
1st

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

2nd

Dennis Herrera

Who are you supporting for District Attorney?
1st

2nd

Chesa Boudin

Leif Dautch

Suzy Loftus

Nancy H. Tung

Who are you supporting for Public Defender?
1st

Manohar Raju

Who are you supporting for Sheriff?
1st

Paul Miyamoto

Ronald Terry

Who are you supporting for Treasurer?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

José M. Cisneros

Who are you supporting for Board of Education?
1st

2nd

William Carduner

Jenny Lam

Who are you supporting for Community College Board?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Yi Quan Guo

Ivy Lee

Past Elections
Did you support 2018’s Prop C "Our City, Our Home" tax on gross receipts of
businesses to fund homeless services?
Yes
No

Who did you support for Mayor in June 2018?
1st

2nd

3rd

Angela Alioto

Michelle Bravo

London Breed

Richie Greenburg

Jane Kim

Mark Leno

Amy Farrah Weiss

Ellen Lee Zhou

Who did you support for D2 Supervisor?
1st

Catherine Stefani

Nick Josefowitz

Schuyler Hudak

John Dennis

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Who did you support for D4 Supervisor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Gordon Mar

Jessica Ho

Trevor McNeil

Arthur Tom

Lou Ann Bassan

Mike Murphy

Tuan Nguyen

Adam Kim

Who did you support for D6 Supervisor?
1st

Matt Haney

Christine Johnson

Sonja Trauss

2nd

Who did you support for D8 Supervisor?
1st

2nd

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

3rd

Unranked
endorsement

Rafael Mandelman
Lawrence "Stark"
Dagesse

Who did you support for D10 Supervisor?
1st

Shamann Walton

Tony Kelly

Theo Ellington

Uzuri Pease-Greene

Gloria Berry

Asale Chandler

Final Question

2nd

Is there anything else you want to tell us? (3000 character limit)
San Francisco needs the right leader to deepen our approach to reform and deliver real change
for communities most impacted by our criminal justice system. We must deepen our reform
efforts in three ways— rst, by being bold in our approach, second, by being grounded in and
accountable to the community and nally by being effective at creating partnerships across
education, public health and other upstream systems so we can divert people away from the
criminal justice system in the rst place. When we do that, we will build a safer and more just
city. I am proud to be a leader who has united many diverse voices behind our vision and am
committed to deepening our reform efforts and refusing to step backward to a tough on crime
strategy.
Our next District Attorney must have the credentials and experience to lead sweeping reforms
and take a problem-solving approach to neighborhood issues and property crime. The only way
out of a place of frustration that many San Franciscans feel right now is through it. We have to
demonstrate—sometimes block by block—that investing in smarter approaches to building
shared safety works. We have to demonstrate that when we prioritize the needs of survivors,
when we divert people out of our criminal justice system, invest in addressing intergenerational
poverty and trauma, cut bureaucracy and help people in need, successfully cycle people out of
our system and transition offenders through smart and effective re-entry, San Francisco will be
more safe and our systems will be more just.
The prosecutor’s charge is to do justice. I left prosecuting cases and launched the Center for
Youth Wellness because I believe that one of the most effective ways to serve justice is when
we build shared safety and start earlier to invest in children, families and communities most
impacted by violence and trauma. This wasn’t a typical path for someone who served as a
prosecutor but it re ects what I believe—when we are smart about the investments we make in
education and public health, we can begin to build shared safety and deliver justice.
I have been a law enforcement leader for nearly 15 years, I’ve taken on tough ghts and I’ve
won because I know how to build a coalition and I know how to make culture change. It takes
a vision, it takes experience and it takes leadership. As the saying goes, culture eats policy for
breakfast. To make true, sustained and bold change in our system, we need to have leaders
who can change the approach from within while transforming the o ce to be more
accountable to the community.
I am the leader who can make San Francisco a model of reform for the rest of the country. I will
work towards it every day. I would be tremendously honored to have your endorsement and
your support as we deepen our approach to delivering smart justice in San Francisco.
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