
SF League of Pissed Off Voters 2020 DCCC Questionnaire

Hello candidates! Thank you for lling out the League's questionnaire. Please complete the questionnaire by 5pm on 
Sunday, December 1st if you wish to be considered for the League's endorsement. Please use this form rather than 
formatting it into a Word document or PDF.  If you have any questions, you can contact us at 
TheLeagueSF@gmail.com.

Candidate Info

Need to see the other questions before you get started? Just ll this in. It's the only section with required 
answers.

Tyra Fennell

 

Name *

Campaign Contact *

Email Address *



www.tyrafennellsf.com

Tell Us About You

I am the founding director of Imprint City, an organization activating underutilized areas in 
neighborhoods with arts projects that encourage increased foot tra c in support of local 
merchants. I also serve as vice chair of the African American Arts and Cultural District located 
in the Bayview, an effort to elevate the Bayview into the Black arts epicenter in the city and co-
authored the legislation. I have additionally worked in partnership with a coalition of 
stakeholders to pass Proposition E, legislation to support funding for youth arts programs, 
artists, cultural centers, cultural districts, arts organizations, and more through a portion of the 
Hotel Tax. I currently serve as an Assembly District 17 (AD17) Delegate for the California State 
Democratic Party 
 
Serving on the DCCC will afford me the privilege to work with the Democratic Party to register 
voters as well as a mechanism to propose a support resolutions to address the homeless and 
affordable housing crisis, business displacement with a focus on artist displacement and 
criminal justice reform. Finally, I want contribute to the party process that endorses candidates 
who are aligned with true progressive ideals.  

Phone Number

Website

Why are you running for this o ce?



The three issues I plan to address are the homeless and affordable housing crisis, business 

displacement with a focus on artist displacement and criminal justice reform. 

 

For over six years, I served on the board of Open Door Legal, an organization that not only 

advocates for universal legal access because as a practical matter, the law does not protect 

the poor. Protecting residents with universal legal access before they are in jeopardy of 

entering the homeless population is an important long term solution to San Francisco’s 

homeless crisis and keeps people in their homes so they do not have to re-engage San 

Francisco’s aggressively unaffordable housing market. I was also a part of the team that 

supported Open Door Legal’s expansion into other San Francisco neighborhoods such as the 

Fillmore and the Excelsior.  

 

I will also commit to decriminalizing homelessness and poverty and supported Chesa Boudin 

for District Attorney and aligned greatly with his vision of criminal justice reform and look 

forward to working with him as a member of the Democratic Party to ensure we make progress 

to support our residents that need an alternative to jail in order to get back on their feet.  

What are the top three issues you will work on and how will you implement
solutions in a timely manner?



Roberta Achtenberg was the �rst person to endorse my campaign, which was very meaningful 
because she was also the �rst elected o cial I met and worked with in San Francisco through 
our work with the Bayview Alliance for over 8 years. The Bayview Alliance is a convening group, 
founded by Roselyn “Cissie” Swig comprised of stakeholders that do work in the Bayview 
through various non-pro�ts. I serve as the chair of arts and culture. Roberta was a civil rights 
attorney, a life-long advocate for LGBTQ rights and pushed anti-discriminatory policies and 
practices during her time as Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. She was also appointed by President Clinton to serve as a Commissioner on the 
United States Commission on Civil Rights. 
 
I have also been endorsed by Lateefah Simon, president of the Akonadi Foundation and an 
advocate for civil rights and racial justice. Simon also represents the seventh district on the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) board of directors in 2016. 
 
Stevon Cook, president of the San Francisco Board of Education and I have worked together 
during our time in the New Leaders Council (NLC) Fellowship Program; he has also endorsed 
my candidacy for the DCCC. Stevon and I have worked together in support of strengthening 
education outcomes in the Bayview Hunters Point before he ran for the Board including 
working on projects with the Bayview YMCA. Stevon was also the CEO of Mission Bit, a non-
pro�t that provides project-based semester-long coding courses, taught by college computer 
science majors and supported by volunteers who are professional software engineers. Imprint 
City and Mission Bit partnered on the �rst BayviewLIVE music festival that I create for the 
Bayview neighborhood to introduce residents to Mission Bit courses and art, simultaneously. 
BayviewLIVE, in its 5th year, now attracts over 5,000 event goers to Bayview every year. 
 
Finally Malia Cohen, Chair of the Board of Equalization is my Emerge sister. We �rst met before 
I moved here through our HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and Universities) connection. 
Malia attended Fisk University and I attended Howard University so when I mutual friend found 
out I was moving to San Francisco 10 years ago, she introduced us. I have supported Malia 
since her �rst run for District 10 Supervisor and admired her work in her last term on police 
reform. She was the �rst person to endorse me and still mentors me on my political journey.  
 

What three endorsements are you most proud of?



I currently serve on the board of Open Door Legal, Zaccho Dance Theatre and the San 

Francisco Bay Area Planning and Urban Research Association (SPUR). I also serve as the vice 

chair of the African American Arts and Cultural Dist

I serve as a member of the Bayview Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) and the Film 

Commission. 

DCCC

Yes

No

Yes

No

What for-pro t or non-pro t boards do you serve on, including political
organizations?

What local and state commissions or policy bodies do you serve on?

Do you pledge to support San Francisco Employees' RetirementSystem
(SFERS) fully divesting from fossil fuels within three years and holding
SFERS accountable at the ballot if they do not divest?

Do you pledge to support San Francisco purchasing PG&E assets to create
public power in San Francisco?



Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No, because most charter schools use a lottery system, which means they take a few 
students from public schools whose parents are more than likely already able to navigate the 
education system to bene t their children but what happens to the majority of the 
underserved youth that are left behind? Additionally, charter schools do not require teachers 
participate in unions. Finally, many charter schools have inadequate facilities and many 
teachers are not certi ed or quali ed to teach the subjects that they teach. I say we focus on 

xing the public system we have for the greater good of all students. 

Do you pledge to support the closure of 850 Bryant, jails #3 and #4?

Do you pledge to vote to endorse only those candidates that support
Abolishing ICE?

Do you pledge to vote to endorse only those candidates that support
decarceral criminal justice reform?

Do you support the expansion of charter schools? Yes/No (Please explain
your answer.)



Yes

No

The spirit of SB50 is well intended with the goal of providing a mechanism to  build more 
housing in San Francisco but de nitely with amendments. For example, I am in support of 
demolition control so this legislation does not encourage tearing down existing housing to 
build new ones. Also, I am in support of de ning low income communities to come up with a 
local plan to achieve similar goals over the next few years to ensure SB50 is not impacting their 
place in San Francisco. It is also important to extend the time for that low income communities 
who are concerned to implement localized up zoning strategies that suit their needs and allow 
for a greater focus on affordability. Finally, when wealthier communities build market rate 
housing, inclusionary fees should go to low income communities to build more affordable 
housing. 

Yes

No

Yes

No

Did you support SB 50 (Senator Wiener’s zoning bill) as written?

If not, what amendments would make you support SB 50?

Do you pledge to endorse only candidates committed to ending homeless
sweeps?

Do you support the City funding community land trusts?



Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Yes

No

Do you support congestion pricing for the downtown core?

Do you support and would you vote to endorse a Public Bank in San
Francisco?

Do you pledge to vote to endorse only those candidates that support
Medicare for All?

Do you pledge to only endorse those candidates that support a full repeal of
the Ellis Act and Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act?

Do you believe the number of real estate contributions to a candidate
impacts their tness as a progressive candidate?



Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

I would support allowing a percentage or all market rate housing on public land if there is an 
opportunity to achieve a  greater total number of subsidized affordable units. 

DCCC Policy

If Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act is repealed, would you work to enact
vacancy control in San Francisco?

Do you support a baseline percentage of 40% of affordable housing in
developments when negotiating the number of housing units?

Do you support requiring 100% affordable housing on public land?

If not, under what circumstances would you support allowing a percentage
or all market-rate housing on public land?



Yes

No

- Elect grassroots candidates like me to the DCCC. 
- Eliminate the ability to roll over campaign contributions to other political races. 
- Inability to take money from PACS for the DCCC race.  
- Big name elected o cials who win DCCC should not be able to resign shortly thereafter to 
appoint lesser known people who support their  political interests.  

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Do you support contribution limits for DCCC races?

What are your ideas to avoid a corporate takeover of the DCCC?

Do you support limiting DCCC ex-o cio member voting rights for
endorsements?

Do you support banning elected politicians from running for DCCC?

Do you pledge not to resign your seat before the November 2020
endorsement vote?



November 2020 Election

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

If not, please explain why:

Do you pledge to vote to SOLE endorse Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer in
District 1?

Do you pledge to vote to SOLE endorse Supervisor Aaron Peskin in District
3?

Do you pledge to vote to SOLE endorse Supervisor Dean Preston in District
5?



Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Do you pledge to vote to not endorse Karim Salgado or Joel Engardio for
Supervisor in District 7?

Do you pledge to vote to SOLE endorse Supervisor Hillary Ronen in District
9?

Do you pledge to vote to SOLE endorse Former Supervisor John Avalos in
District 11?

Do you support restrictions on Prop 13 in the November 2020 and future
elections?

Do you support the proposed commercial vacancy tax?



Yes

No

March 2020 Election

Elizabeth Warren

Yes

No

Do you support the Fair Elections charter amendment to prohibit mayoral
appointments of candidates 90 days before an election?

Which candidate will you support in the March 2020 Presidential Primary?

Do you support San Francisco Balanced Development Act which seeks to
update 1986’s Prop M?”



Agatha Bacelar

Shahid Buttar

Douglas Deitch

Tom Gallagher

Nancy Pelosi

Pang Va Ly

Maria Evangelista

Dorothy Chou Proudfoot

Michelle Tong

Kulvindar "Rani" Singh

Carolyn Gold

November 2019 Election

Which candidate will you support for Congress in District 12?

Which candidate will you support for SF Superior Court Seat 1?

Which candidate will you support for SF Superior Court Seat 18?

Which candidate will you support for SF Superior Court Seat 21?



November 2018 Election

Need a refresher of what was on the ballot? Use this link: https://sfelections.sfgov.org/november-6-2018-
election-results-summary

Who did you support for District Attorney?

1st Choice 2nd Choice 3rd Choice Unranked
Endorsement

Suzy Loftus

Leif Dautch

Nancy Tung

Chesa Boudin

Suzy Loftus

Leif Dautch

Nancy Tung

Chesa Boudin

Who did you Support for D5 Supervisor?

1st Choice 2nd Choice 3rd Choice Unranked
Endorsement

Dean Preston

Vallie Brown

Ryan Lam

Nomvula O'Meara

Dean Preston

Vallie Brown

Ryan Lam

Nomvula O'Meara



Alison Collins  
Faauuga Moliga 
Gabriela Lopez 

I did not get involved in this race. 

I did not get involved in this race. 

Matt Haney 

I did not get involved in this race. 

Shamann Walton 

Who did you support for Board of Education? Please list all endorsements
and ranking if any.

Who did you support for D2 Supervisor? Please list all endorsements and
ranking if any.

Who did you support for D4 Supervisor? Please list all endorsements and
ranking if any.

Who did you support for D6 Supervisor? Please list all endorsements and
ranking if any.

Who did you support for D8 Supervisor? Please list all endorsements and
ranking if any.

Who did you support for D10 Supervisor? Please list all endorsements and
ranking if any.



Yes

No

June 2018 Election

Need a refresher of what was on the ballot? Use this link: https://sfelections.sfgov.org/june-5-2018-election-
results-summary

London Breed

Yes

No

Yes

No

Did you support November 2018's Prop C - "Our City Our Home" tax on gross
receipts of businesses to fund homeless services?

Who did you support for Mayor in June 2018? Please list all endorsements
and ranking if any.

Did you support June 2018’s Prop C, Tax on Commercial Rent for Child Care
& Early Education?

Did you support June 2018’s Prop F “Tenant’s Right to Counsel”?



Yes

No

Past Elections

Yes

No

Yes

No

Short Answer Questions

Short Answers Please

Did you support June 2018’s Prop H “Arm Police With Tasers”?

Did you support 2016’s Prop D "Let's Elect Our Elected O cials" to have
special elections to ll vacancies on the Board of Supervisors?

Did you support 2014's Prop G, the anti-speculation tax?



Yes

No

I resigned from my job with the San Francisco Arts Commission and started my organization, 
Imprint City after realizing how the agency was not built to focus on nuanced issues in 
neighborhoods like the Bayview Hunters Point. I wanted to support and become hyper-focused 
in neighborhoods like the Bayview to encourage community goodwill by attracting residents 
back to spaces they have abandoned due to blight, a history of violent crime or from overall 
neglect such as lack of lighting and street-scaping and chronic vacancies by activating them 
with visual and performing arts programming. We also seek to address inequity of arts funding 
in communities like Bayview to support largely African American, culturally relevant artists, who 
historically have never received public funding to grow in their artistic mediums.  
 
Since 2015, Imprint City has welcomed over 15,000 event goers to the Bayview Hunters Point, 
employed 250 participating local retail and food merchants, approximately 100 youth 
employees, partnered with over 100 community based organizations and employed upward of 
300 performing and visual artists. 
I have also supported organizations in the Bayview that further support racial injustice and 
inequity as a board member including Open Door Legal, based in the Bayview and was a part of 
the team that supported the organization to expand to other communities in need including the 
Fillmore and Excelsior. I was also chair of  the Bayview YMCA as well as on the leadership 
committee for the African American Arts and Cultural District.  

Do you identify as an activist?

If so, please describe speci c accomplishments in your activism. What did
you get done, and what was your role?



I feel I represent two communities in San Francisco. First, the African American community and 
second, I represent a group of emerging leads ghting to get into the policial ecosystem to 
build pragmatic, less partisan alliances to grow our City into a more equitable place for all.  
 
The African American community holds me accountable on so many levels, it is hard to 
quantify. Through my work, which is largely focused in African American communities, I have 
mentors such as Supervisor Sophie Maxwell, who help me navigate all the neighborhood 
complexities so my work is fair and inclusive. I also involve community partners, organizational 
leaders and residents in all my projects and initiatives to create natural checks and balances.   
 
As it pertains to the emerging leaders, I am held accountable by my putting in sweat equity to 
support positive outcomes for our City, whether that is policy education workshops to 
education underserved neighborhoods to voter registration or programming in neighborhoods 
such as discussions on navigation centers or safe injection sites.  

I worked with a group of stakeholders to host a series of "know your rights" workshops in 
response to the 2017 Trump "Muslim Ban" throughout 2018 and 2019. 

What communities do you feel you represent in SF and how do those
communities hold you accountable?

Please list speci c ways you have shown up for immigrants at risk of
deportation.



Fighting against racism and white supremacy is interwoven in all aspects of my life everyday. 

The mission of my organization, Imprint City speaks to this as well as the boards I serve on and 

decisions I make as it pertains to the boards I serve on and the candidates and propositions I 

support.  

 

- I left a City agency position to create an organization to support African American artists in 

community largely left out of the public arts funding ecosystem  

- I work with Open Door Legal to bring awareness to their services for public housing residents 

in jeopardy of eviction.  

- I support health and wellness programs that impact communities of color through my work 

with the Bayview YMCA and partnerships with the 3rd Street Youth Center and Clinic as well as 

Zaccho Dance Theatre.  

- I support Chesa Boudin for District Attorney and candidates like him that put forward policies 

that will positively affect Black and Brown communities such as comprehensive criminal 

justice reform.  

 

These are just a few examples of my work to address racism and white supremacy.  

Please list speci c ways you have fought against racism and white
supremacy.



In 2014, the Bayview Hunters Point began to receive growing pains because of its in ux of 
LGBTQ residents. Many people were moving to the Southeast side of San Francisco, largely due 
to its relative affordability, this extends to the LGBTQ community. In order to create a safe 
space to connect, a new resident set up a Facebook page titled “Gayview/Silver Terrace 
Tierras” to connect with other new LGBTQ residents however queer residents of color who had 
been long term residents were highly offended because they felt they were already in the 
community and this page, marked private was exclusionary therefore, they created a counter 
page. This is a byproduct of the many long term residents in Bayview being on edge about the 
surging home prices and rents, feeling they are being out-migrated so they created a counter 
Facebook page in protest titled “just say no to Gayview/Silver Terrace Tierras.” There was some 
truth to many African American queer residents feeling left out and, though unintentional, it 
was causing confrontations in real time in the neighborhood with building tension between the 
two groups.  
 
Understanding that economic and racial inequity is an issue felt deeply in the the LGBTQ 
community amongst queer people of color, I understood where the undercurrent of vitriol 
expressed towards the new, largely white LGBTQ community was coming from so I worked with 
members of both groups to create the rst Gayview Night Out, a meet-up that grew to become 
the “Pride in Bayview” celebration. I also partnered with the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence to 
create the annual Bayview Ball on Pink Saturday, welcoming members of the African American 
LGBTQ community from around the Bay to perform in the neighborhood. This initiative also 
created momentum for D10 Pride cohort, a group of residents who raised money to grow our 
neighborhood’s presence at the Pride Parade and who lends support to LGBTQ causes.  

Please give us some examples of situations you've encountered where
gender and LGBTQ inequity was evident, and what you did or would do to
address it?



My work with Open Door Legal educated me on the importance of universal legal access for all 
residents to prevent housed residents from becoming homeless, speci cally those who face no 
fault evictions. In San Francisco, the vast majority of evictions occur because landlords 
harass/intimidate their tenants into leaving (often with bogus oral notices), or because they 
stop maintaining the premises and it becomes uninhabitable. This is likely so landlords can 
easily sell the property once tenants vacate or signi cantly increase the rent. Comparatively 
few evictions occur because a tenant lost a formal eviction lawsuit, and of those many occur 
because the tenant simply lost on procedural grounds. If lawyers were available to all tenants 
in San Francisco, we could dramatically reduce the number of evictions occurring, which often 
leads to homelessenes. Many of these tenants, if evicted are unable to afford re-entering the 
rental market in San Francisco. This has also led to the rise of the vehicular homeless or those 
simply living on the street.  
 
I also believe the City should sanction areas for RV and vehicular homeless so they can park 
and sleep in a safe space, proving basic amenities such as toilets and basic washing stations. 
The city has already partially adopted this with the Pit Stop program, providing public, portable 
restrooms. They need to take it a step further and open all public restroom and increase the 
Pitstop program. Also, I support the creation of emergency centers for immediate access to 
services as well as more modular housing. Final, build more affordable housing!  
 

I would expand checks and balances in regard to Mayoral appointments by 
having nominations made by the Mayor or member for the board and subsequently creating 
mechanisms for review. For example, after appointment, there should be a review by Board 
Committee then review by the Board of Supervisors and nal approval by the Mayor.  
 

In the midst of a homelessness crisis, how can the City and County of San
Francisco improve the effectiveness of our city’s homelessness and
supportive housing services?

How would you expand checks and balances in regard to Mayoral
appointments?



Yes

No

Yes

No

Last questions...we promise.

I love to workout..mainly Zumba and dance classes. I also attend music and art events..a lot. I 
love hosting things in my home to spend time with friends.

Do you work for the City and County of SF?

Are you a member of a union?

If so, how will you balance accountability to union leadership, workers, and
constituents?

What do you for fun in San Francisco?



Like you, I am con icted about life in San Francisco. It is a beautiful City whose potential is 

being lost for a myriad of reasons however, as an optimist, I know it is not too late. The 

League of Pissed Off Voters has a reputation for not mincing words and holding San 

Francisco leadership accountable in addressing some of our most pressing issues. I respect 

that and want to be a representative that follows in the footsteps of that paradigm. I hope I 

secure your endorsement!

I know I am the real deal and the DCCC was made for community members like me. Grassroots 

candidates who have a body of work, demonstrating their leadership ability as well as the 

ability to get things done. Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Why do you want the League of Pissed Off Voters’ endorsement?

Is there anything else you want to tell us?

 Forms


