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“… seems like people don’t feel like sticking around another 
thousand years…” 

-Mike Wiggins, Tribal Chairman, Bad River Band of Anishinaabeg, in comments regarding the proposed 
GTAC mine in the Penokee Hills. 

 
We want to be the people who stick around another thousand years. We would like fresh water to 

drink, air that is full of life, and a land with a gift of soil. We wish for all of our relatives – whether they 
have feet, fins, wings, hooves, paws, hands or roots – to be alive and well. This is our hope, our covenant, 
and our work. We are joined by many who wish for the same good life, Minobimaatiziiwin, for their 
children, and those to come. 
To do this, we must be vigilant, we must be conscious, and we must be thoughtful about where it is that we 
are going. All the while, we must be grateful for the many gifts we have been given. This is the work we 
undertook this year at Honor the Earth, and so it is that we wandered from the far north in the 
Athabascan River delta, home of Dene people, Cree people, and, more recently, the tar sands, to the far east 
we travelled the land of the Mi’kMaq, the land of the Lummi, and, to the southwest, the beautiful Dine Bii 
Kaya. We wish to help our peoples protect all lands that we love.  

Honor the Earth continues to play a unique role in our community and our time – a role where we are 
able to draw attention through media, music, and organizing work to those who are on the front lines of the 
struggles to protect our land from desecration, mining companies, extreme extraction, fossil fuels, and 
pipelines. We also see where it is that we are going, and we continue to support the work to transition to 
Indigenous and land-based economies, which place us well within our covenant with all of Creation – and 
give us a chance to be here for another thousand years. 

We began this cycle with new a marvelous board , new friends, new allies and a stronger and very clear 
calling to do certain work--oppose new mining projects, most of them coal and iron ore, and to provide some 
framework to restore Indigenous economics. We also began this year with more music than ever--concerts with 
our co-founders the Indigo Girls, at Provincetown, and concerts with our new allies Medicine for the People 
on Madeline Island. We will continue this work and grow in the year ahead. 

We are also using this time to begin remembering. This is the twentieth year of Honor the Earth – we 
were formed in l993, when we came together at Foxboro Stadium and began envisioning and organizing. 
This brought musicians to support the front lines of Native resistance – to draw attention, encourage through 
our hearts and music, and leverage resources for those who struggle against very tough odds. We remembered 
those who were there at the beginning, particularly Ingrid, Washinawatok, Marsha Gomez, Nilak Butler 
and our long time guiding mothers Janet McLeod and Roberta Blackgoat. They remain with us in our work, 
our hearts, and we often think of them as we return to the lands they loved so, and continue to help the 
people they left behind.  

It’s been twenty years, and we’ve given away 3 million dollars worth of funds to the front lines of Native 
struggles. We’ve been able to work with communities to defeat nuclear waste dumps with Skull Valley 
Goshutes, coal strip mines and coal bed methane at Northern Cheyenne, stop copper mines at Mole Lake, 
and stop big dam projects on James Bay. We continue this work, understanding that so long as this 
inefficient industrial system continues, and fossil fuels remain an addiction, we will have to defend our land. 
We look out on the horizon, and see stronger movements – we have seen Idle No More emerge in Canada, 
and have joined them in person and in the media, organizing to support a revitalization and resurgence of 
power in people and communities.  

We have seen a broad climate justice movement emerge in North America. We collaborated with 
organizations, such as 350.org and the Indigenous Environmental Network to, to grow this movement 
through strategies of divestment, community organizing, legislation, policy, and awareness. We have seen 
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communities rise and face the pipelines – from the 
Gateway Pipeline to the Keystone and we have been 
there. We will continue this work, and we will also 
move towards the natural evolution of returning to 
a restored Indigenous economy. This year, we 
attended the Economics of Happiness conference, 
and began work on creating Indigenous economics 
training projects for tribal colleges and institutions 
to remove Indigenous communities from the false 
and pernicious paradigm of industrial economics. 
Our teachers are countries like Vanuatu, Bhutan 
and Costa Rica, and in the upcoming year we will 
work on creating Indigenous economics work to 
share with our communities. 

 
We understand exactly who we are, and where we will be going. We hope you will join us, 

 
Winona LaDuke 
 

New Board of Directors 
We are thankful for the board members who have served Honor in the past, and proud 

to welcome on some new members. This year we were advised and directed by a powerful 
team including: 
 
 

·   Paul Demain – Co-Chair. Senior Editor at News For Indian Country and CEO of 
IndianCountryTV.com, LacCourte Orielles Reservation, Wisconsin. 
·      Robert Gough  Secretary Intertribal Council on Utility Policy  Rosebud South Dakota 
·      Jennifer Kreisberg – Officer. Tuscarora activist, and vocalist in Native women’s a cappella trio 
Ulali. 
·      Shannon Martin – Co-Chair. Anishinaabe activist and Director of Ziibiwing Center of 
Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways, Saginaw Chippewa Reservation, Michigan. 

Winona	  LaDuke	  at	  the	  exhibit,	  I'm	  Not	  your	  Indian	  Anymore,	  A	  
Photographic	  History	  of	  the	  American	  Indian	  Movement	  at	  the	  
All	  My	  Relations	  Gallery	  in	  Minneapolis,	  MN.	  Photo	  by	  Keri	  
Pickett.	  
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·      Hope Medford – Officer. Percussionist of the band Nahko and Medicine for the People, midwife, 
and holistic women’s health practitioner, Portland Oregon. 
·      Cynthia Perez – Officer. Board member and activist from Indigenous Women’s Network, Austin, 
TX. 
·      Amy Ray – Officer. Activist, and ½ of women’s folk duo the Indigo Girls., Dahlonega, Georgia. 
·      Emily Saliers – Officer. Activist, and ½ of women’s folk duo the Indigo Girls., Atlanta, Georgia. 
·      Kimberly Smith – Secretary-Treasurer. Diné activist and community organizer, Chinle, Az. 
 

Two decades of supporting Indigenous resistance... 
 

“In the far back times of the Dine people, monsters roamed the 
lands. And in those times, there were great beings who were 
called upon to slay the monsters. We need some modern-era 

monster slayers….” –Anna Rondon, Dine 
 

This is our framework: we understand exactly where we are. We are the people who 
have a chance to face down the predatory economic system which is engaged in extreme 
energy extraction, the burning of fossil fuels, and consequently the degradation of our 
planet. We also understand that protecting the sacred is essential to all of our survival, the 
sacred lands, the sacred waters, the languages, seeds, and lifeways.   
 
Pe’ Sla 

In 2012, we stood 
with our Lakota 
relatives in the fight to 
secure Pe’ Sla – sacred 
land in the Black Hills 
of the Lakota homeland. 
We wrote our story to 
support their struggle, 
and saw the story go 
viral on the internet and 
in the papers. So we 
raised money, and we 
participated as partners. 
At the end of 
November a private deal 
was reached between 
Oceti Sakowin, or the 
great Sioux Nation, and 
the Reynolds family, who had put the land up for public auction late in 
the summer. Indigenous peoples around the world breathed a sigh of 
relief at Rosebud Sioux Tribal Chairman Cyril’s announcement that the 
$9 million necessary to secure Pe’ Sla had been reached. But, all this 
did not happen without an intense struggle, which spanned months, and which secured 
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international contributions and support for the Great Sioux Nation’s bid to hold access to 
their sacred land. Honor was proud and humbled to contribute our discretionary funds. 

“This was one of the most heartwarming experiences I have ever experienced in my life 
besides becoming a leader of the Oceti Sakowin,” said Chairman Scott. The Oceti Sakowin 
Commission marks one of the first contemporary attempts by the Great Sioux Nation to 
work together to share land and bid for ownership. 
 

“…organizing in Indian Country call(s)  for a very different strategic and tactical play than 
conventional campaigning; …our grassroots movement for energy and climate justice (is) being lead 
by our Native woman and, as such, our movement (is)  just as much about fighting patriarchy and 
asserting as a core of our struggle the sacred feminine creative principal; and that a large part of the 
work of movement building was about defending the sacredness of our Mother Earth and helping 
our peoples decolonize our notions of government, land management, business and social relation by 
going through a process of re-evaluating our connection to the sacred…”  

              –Clayton Thomas Muller, Cree, Indigenous Tar Sands Campaign Organizer  
 

On opposing the Tar Sands, 
and Pipelines… 

Honor the Earth has been 
proud to stand with our 
Mikisew Cree and Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nations 
relatives as they fight against 
Tar Sands extraction and 
development throughout 
Northern Alberta. This year our 
Executive Director ventured 
north to Edmonton, where she 
attended the Enbridge pipeline 
hearing, where the company 
sought permission for the 
Northern Gateway Pipeline 

through the territory of many Native peoples. The proposed Northern Gateway pipeline 
would cost $6 billion, and bring tar sands from Alberta to the Pacific. The pipeline would 
cross over 40 Native nations, all of whom have expressed lively opposition. The legislative 
changes could expedite approval of this and many other projects – all of which are in 
Aboriginal territories. 

And, we joined with the Cree in our granting cycle and in our advocacy work to protect 
their lands and our climate. Eighty percent of their traditional territory is inaccessible due to 
Tar Sands extraction, which has contaminated the land at unimaginable levels – making 
much of the bush food harvest, traditional food economies, and ceremonies impossible. 
This beautiful-land-turned-petro-chemical state is governed by a virtual dictatorship that has 
been unresponsive to national and international outcry at the grave human rights violations 
being carried out at the behest of some of the largest, richest, and most powerful oil 
companies in the world. But First Nations voices are stronger, and we support our friends 
in their call for healing. In 2012 the third annual healing walk – a ceremonial walk with no 
protest signs, or chants (just prayers for healing of the Earth and the people), drew more 
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than 300 people uniting with frontline community leaders to envision a better future for 
future generations. We were proud to walk in 2013. 
 

Northern Gateway and Tar Sands Opposition 
First Nations and Mother Earth secured a victory this past spring when the government 

of British Colombia expressed its opposition to a proposal for the $6.5 billion dollar 
Northern Gateway Pipeline – citing environmental concerns. This stands with the message 
of Coastal First Nations, who declared a ban on tankers carrying crude oil through their 

traditional territories, including the Great Bear 
Rainforest. A virtual wall of opposition has 
been formed across B.C. by First Nations, 
with over 130 Nations having signed the Save 
the Fraser Declaration against the pipeline. 
The declaration pledges supporters to use “all 
means necessary” to stop the Northern 
Gateway Pipeline. Besides environmental 
organizations, the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities and over 60% of British 
Columbians are against the pipeline.  In June 
of 2013, the British Columbian government 

announced it opposed the pipeline. 
 

The Enbridge Pipeline 

From	  left:	  Eriel	  Deranger,	  Clayton	  Thomas-‐Muller,	  Melina	  Laboucan-‐Massimo	  
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Our 2012 intern and Anishinaabe Activist Tessa McLean authored an article on the 
Enbridge Pipeline occupation. The Occupation on Red Lake was featured on Honor’s website, 
and picked up by many online and print publications. 

 
“What happens when you’ve had enough of oil companies illegally passing pipelines through your 
tribal land? You practice self-determination and 
your sovereign rights to occupy that land. That is 
exactly what a group of Red Lake Tribal members 
are doing. In a small town called Leonard in 
northern Minnesota, a traditional camp has been 
set up by Red Lake tribal members, allies and 
supporters. Lodging is in a tipi and a sacred fire is 
burning 24/7. The occupation started Thursday 
afternoon, February 28th and is still going strong 
today.  Honor the Earth wrote a number of 
opinion pieces of local and regional papers, testified 
at Public Utilities Hearings at the state of 
Minnesota, and is joining with the Indigenous Environmental Network and Minnesota 350,org in 
continuous work to oppose the expansion of the Enbridge Pipeline.” 
 

Moccasins on the Ground – Keystone XL Pipeline 
The Moccasins on the Ground Tour of Resistance, and Owe Aku came together to 

organize a project to respond to requests to help communities organize along the North 
American pipeline route to protect 
sacred water and Mother Earth. 
The non-violent direct action 
training tour crossed many 
reservation communities 
throughout the Dakotas. Through 
this process many diverse 
organizations became allied with 
one another, to present a unified 
front in preserving communities 
and fighting for the well-being of 
future generations. Honor the Earth 
was proud to support the first 
trainings, and is working closely 

with organizers including Debra Whiteplume and Faith Spotted Eagle to support Moccasins 
on the Ground and the grassroots and the growing opposition to the Pipeline. You can visit 
their website at www.oweakuinternational.com. 

 
Stopping the Mines of the Great Lakes 

Mining proposals are descending on our Great Lakes region, coming back for huge 
deposits of very low-grade ore — big mines, big companies. To they require slack public 
policies, a depressed economy, and delisting endangered species (species like the wolf) that 
would otherwise block their entry. This is a perfect storm. It is also our opportunity as 

Intern	  Tessa	  McLean	  
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Anishinaabeg people to protect our water, wild rice, and relatives – and also to restore a 
land-based economy, which will last longer than Duluth Minerals and other corporations. 

Honor the Earth supported Protect our Manoomin and 
other organizations in this work, and as well supported the 
movement to protect the wolves, and we saw all the tribal 
nations of Minnesota had declared wolf sanctuaries in 2013, 
despite the opening of a hunting season in Minnesota on 
the timber wolf. Our tribal leaders have the ability to 
protect our future generations under our treaty rights. And, 
we need to support this right and responsibility. 

Opposing the mines, which will destroy our water and 
rice is essential. Protecting our lands from intrusive 
exploration is critical. Insuring that the wolf is protected 
under our treaty agreements and the endangered species act 
is an essential part of this strategy. Insuring that our 
Anishinaabe economy is strong is the key to ensuring a 
future for our people.  
 

The fight for the Navajo mine… 

A battle is raging between two major forces: traditional 
Dine people, who seek to maintain a way of life between the 
six sacred mountains (Sisnajini, Tsoodzil, Dook'o'oosliid, 
Dibe Nitsaa, Dzil Na'oodilii, Dzil Ch'ool'i'I), and the economics of the fossil fuels. All of 
these are the challenges of a tribal government in a difficult position. 

So here is the question:  What would you do if you were BHP Billiton, the largest mining company 
in the world and industry analysts told you that “small coal is not financially viable?” And as you looked 
out at the US coal market you found that your team of major coal companies had seen their profits and 

share prices drop 20-
30%, including Patriot 
Coal’s bankruptcy with 
$3.6 billion in assets? 
Meanwhile in your 
boardroom, inside 
analysts suggested that 
one mine in particular 
wouldn’t be making the 
cut on the portfolio? If 
you were really smart 
you might start 
talking to the Navajo 
Nation about a plan, 
and maybe a buy out 
of your fifty year old 
coal strip mine. 

This scenario is 
playing out in the 
Navajo nation: high-

Art	  by	  Jodi	  Webster	  

March	  against	  the	  mines,	  and	  to	  protect	  the	  water.	  
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pressure negotiations, and higher stakes. Over 60% of the Navajo general budget comes 
from fossil fuels royalties, and there are thousands of Navajos employed by the industry – it 
is the largest employer after all. Consultants for the Nation claim that up to $80 million in 
annual revenues were projected to result from the Navajo Mine, and the associated coal 
fired power plants (including Four Corners Generating Station, and Navajo Generating 
Station). Both of which will require costly environmental upgrades in declining coal markets. 

At a late March meeting, over 200 miners and their families were bussed to the Navajo 
Tribal Council meeting by the coal companies, to apparently encourage a coal employment 
responsive vote on a resolution. So, here, apparently, is the preliminary plan: the Navajo Nation will 
take full ownership of the Navajo Mine, continue leases for coal generators – at Four Corners Power Plant 
and the Navajo Generating Station, and remain a fossil fuel powerhouse for the foreseeable future. On 
March 30, the Navajo Nation Council passed a resolution approving $2.3 million in 
supplemental funding for a Due Diligence Investigation into the acquisition of the Navajo 
Mine. The recent timeline: Navajo Nation wants to close the transaction by June 2013. It is 
a tricky set of decisions in a precarious time. 
A Bit of Opposition 

Not to be surprised, the plan has generated lawsuits and controversy.  "Buying the mine 
from BHP Billiton means responsibility for millions of tons of coal ash waste with toxic 
metals leaching into our aquifer and the San Juan River,” said Donna House of Diné CARE 
“Navajo people do not want that dirty legacy on our hands, nor the massive costs of 
cleaning it up. We don’t need to pay millions more to high-priced consultants to know this 
coal deal is a bad deal.” Dine CARE continues to lead the legal opposition to the mine.  
 

“…Buying Navajo Mine and renewing leases for NGS will only condemn our children to a life 
sentence of pollution and a weak economy….we should focus on creating a stronger sustainable 
economy rather than spending thousands to keep these mines and power plants going. If these 
industries took care of us the way they take care of cities like Phoenix, Navajos would no longer be 
held economic hostages….”  
-Kim Smith one of the activists explains. 

 
Honor the Earth partners with 350.org and Oil Change International on KXL 10-Day 

Sprint 
Honor the Earth was also proud to work with our friends 
at Oil Change International and 350.org in their 10-Day 
social media effort to tell a collective story outlining the 
many reasons the pipeline must be rejected. Honor 
coordinated with Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, and 
the Lakota Nation to organize the Native and First Nations 
social media comments for the day that highlighted Native 
and First Nations frontline impacts. Each day highlighted a 
different reason to shut down the KXL via social media, 
blogs, and email alerts that were seen and sent out to the 
national and international community. This collective push 
amassed over 1 million comments. 
 

 
Winona, Clayton Thomas Muller and Bill McKibben at Powershift Ottawa, 2012 
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“…What I learned in those battles was that unique priority rights (the fiduciary obligation governments 
have to Native Americans) defined by our sacred treaties, trust relationships, and other unique legal 

instruments – these rights that Native American and First Nations peoples have are an important tool. We 
are the keystones in a hemispheric social movement strategy that could end the era of big oil and eventually 

usher in another paradigm from this current destructive time of free market economics…” 
-Clayton Thomas Muller 

 
Winona was invited to speak this year at the 
Ottawa Powershift convergence. This youth-led 
conference and rally brought climate justice 
activists from across Canada, and Winona was 
honored to speak alongside our friends and allies 
Clayton Thomas-Muller and Bill McKibben. 
Supporting the work of our youth is part of our 
strategy at Honor the Earth, and First Nations 
youth in Canada are responsible for pushing 
forward the Indigenous rights-based strategic 
framework that is the key to a cohesive and 
workable strategy in Canada, and throughout the 

world.  
 
Honor the Earth and Idle No More 

Idle No More, the First Nations Movement that erupted this past winter in Canada, is 
our best chance for clean land and water. And, as our partner 
and Cree activist Clayton Thomas-Muller outlined in The 
Native Rights-Based Strategic Framework, the issues this 
movement brings up for all of us is they key to winning the 
fight against climate change, and big oil in Canada, and 
elsewhere. A Native rights-based strategy, which has been 
lived and fought for for years within the First Nations 
frontline communities, was glimpsed on a world stage for 
the first time with the birth of Idle No More. 

Put it this way: Before the passage of Bill C-45, 2.6 
million rivers, lakes, and a good portion of Canada’s three 
ocean shorelines were protected under the Navigable 
Waters Act. Now, only eighty-seven are protected. That’s 
just the beginning of the problem, which seems not to have 
drawn much attention from the general public. As a result 
“flash mob" protests with traditional dancing and drumming 
erupted in dozens of shopping malls across North America, marches and highway 
blockades by aboriginal groups and supporters emerged across Canada and as far away as 
New Zealand and the Middle East. This quickly emerging wave of native activism on 
environmental and human rights issues has spread like a wildfire across the continent. 
Honor was asked by Idle No More leaders to support them, and we have been happy to 
email blast, and share about the movement as its grown via our social media. Our Executive 
Director also wrote an article on Idle No More that was featured in publications across the 
continent. 

Winona	  interviewing	  Bill	  McKibben	  for	  a	  new	  
environmental	  justice	  news	  show	  published	  by	  
Honor	  the	  Earth	  
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“Canada of t en touts  a sort  o f  ‘bet t er  than thou’  human r ights  pos i t ion in the 

internat ional  arena…”  
 

“Idle No More” is Canadian for “That’s enough BS, we’re coming out to stop you,” or something 
like that. Canada often touts a sort of “better than thou” human rights position in the 
international arena and has, for instance, a rather small military, so it’s not likely to launch any 
pre-emptive strikes against known or unknown adversaries, and has often sought to appear as a 
good guy, more so than its southern neighbor. More than a few American expatriates moved to 
Canada during the Vietnam war, and stayed there, thinking it was a pretty good deal. That is sort 
of passé, particularly if you are a native person….{many of whom} have weathered quite a bit, 
including the fur trade, residential schools, a status as non-treaty Indians, and limited access to 
modern conveniences such as toilets and electricity”. 

 
Honor looks forward to continuing work with Idle No More, and possibly partnering with 
them by leveraging intellectual capital for a solutions component of their upcoming 
Sovereignty Summer campaign. 
 
“In an urgent pursui t  for  environmental  just i c e  and basi c  human r ights ,  First  Nations 

gather across  North America under the banner o f  Idle  No More.”  
 
Honor the Earth joined with Sustainable Nations and Solar Energy International more 
formally this year, to boost our ability to do renewable 
energy work. Sustainable Nations is a community 
sustainability initiative, directed by Pennylys Droz. Solar 
Energy International worked with us on a number of 
projects, and this year will be working with us to put solar 
power on a chapter house in the Navajo Nation. 
 

Concerts 
We were honored to have the solidarity and support of The	  Indigo	  Girls	  
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so many artists this past year, including The White Earth Boys, The Indigo Girls, Medicine 
for the People, and our old friend Tom Nelson. 

The Indigo Girls hosted a benefit concert for Honor the Earth in Provincetown with 
special guest Lucy 
Wainwright Roche in the 
summer of 2012, where we 
were able to gain new 
supporters and educate the 
community about the Cape 
Wind Project. Cape Wind 
was the United States’ first 
proposed offshore-wind 
energy plant, but the way that 
Obama Administration went 
about establishing it 
undermined the Declaration 
of the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples as the administration 
ignored its mandate to consult 

with tribes. The project was also opposed by state and federal elected officials, local 
municipalities, chambers of commerce, aviation safety, shipping authorities, and 
environmental, fishing, boating and tourism organizations. The project will harm dozens of 
sacred traditional, cultural and historic properties and harm the rich biodiversity of the 
Nantucket sound. 

The White Earth Boys are a local traditional drum group from the White Earth 
Reservation – home of Honor the Earth. They’ve been great supporters of Honor the 
Earth this past year, and partnered with other friends of Honor, Medicine for the People, 
who came to visit us on White Earth to lead workshops for local youth. They also played a 
benefit show together for Honor the Earth in the town of Detroit Lakes, which lies right 
outside of our reservation community. 
Medicine for the People have been strong in supporting our work this past year, and they 
came out to Madeline Island in the fall to play a show at our friend Tom Nelson’s Burned 
Down Café to benefit Honor’s work in stopping mining in the Great Lakes. 
 

Youth Leadership & the Future 
Generations 

We understand that learning does not happen in 
universities alone, and that work in the community is a 
good teacher. At the core of Honor the Earth’s overall 
Youth Leadership initiative is our interest in creating 
the next generation of environmental justice and 
sustainability leaders in Native America. This is a 
generation whose work will be founded on a 

relationship both to traditional teachings and a critical 
knowledge of present economics, energy, and 
sustainability. 

Michael	  Dahl	  and	  the	  White	  Earth	  Boys	  

Winona	  with	  long-‐time	  friend	  Tom	  Nelson,	  
owner	  of	  music	  venue	  Tom's	  Burned	  Down	  
Cafe	  
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Projects for interns include: research, writing, assisting in grants processing, community 
outreach, perhaps some protesting, and your everyday basic duties at the office. 
 
2012 Interns: 
Robert Jenkins, Pennsylvania State University, Psychology 
Rob joined Honor the Earth after visiting the White Earth Reservation on a tour with his 
classmates in the Spring of 2012. Rob had a great desire to learn more about the White 
Earth Reservation and to help Native Americans. Honor was proud to welcome Rob on 
board as an intern for the summer duration away from school. 
 
Tessa McLean, Anishinaabe, University of Colorado Denver, Political Science 
Tessa is studying Political Science but moonlights as an indigenous rights and 
environmental activist. Naturally, Honor the Earth was a perfect fit for her. In 2010, 
Winona met Tessa at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New 
York City and she said, “Come work for me.” It was a few years before Tessa applied for 
the great opportunity to work in Anishinaabe Akiing with Honor the Earth, and it was one 
of her best decisions ever. Some Tessa’s favorite moments at Honor the Earth include 
traveling to different reservations to help organize against fracking, mining, and pipelines. 
Tessa at our Niijii Radio and Honor the Earth benefit in Minneapolis. 
 

Where We’re going… 
 
 

We are organizing in partnership with grassroots community organizations to opposed 
further or new fossil fuel exploitation, whether oil sands, coal or fracking. Our particular 
focus in this upcoming year is the one-third of all western low-sulfur coal which underlays 
Indian lands, including Dine Bii Kaya, the Navajo reservation, the Northern Cheyenne 
reservation, Crow reservation and additional allied work on the Ft. Berthold reservation, as 
well as work in collaboration with first nations leadership opposing the Keystone XL 
Pipeline. This land has been termed a “national sacrifice area” by the NAS since l973. To 
address climate change, we must keep this coal in the ground and we need to work to 
protect our water from hydro-fracking.   
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We are working in partnership with grassroots organizations in these communities who 
are opposing fossil fuel extraction, and hope to strengthen this work, and build stronger 
alliances with regional, national, and international work to oppose extreme energy 
development and move towards renewable energy. Our work has also resulted in regional 
renewable energy partnerships to transition from fossil fuels. We are focused on media 
support, through print, social media, and radio; as well as economic analysis and work to 
support tangible transition strategies towards renewable energy and local foods. This work 
is partnered with grassroots, technical, and media allies.   

 
Please visit honorearth.org to read a selection of the articles we 

published this year, such as: 
 

• Monster Slayers: Can the Navajo Nation Kick the Coal Habit? 
• Not Your Mothers Crude Oil 
• When Drones Guard the Pipeline: Militarizing Fossil Fuels in the East 
• Idle No More: Canada Escalates War on First Nations 
• Pipelines are not a Panacea 

 
Chi-Miigwech…. 

Thank you 
Wahleah Johns, Anna Rondon, Donna House, Nellis Kennedy-Howard, Phillip Whiteman 
Jr. and Lynette TwoBulls, Alexis Bonogofsky and Mike Scott, Debra White Plume, Faith 
Spotted Eagle, the Idle No More movement, everyone at Owe Aku and Moccasins on the 
Ground, Clayton Thomas-Muller, Heather Milton-Lightning, Marty Cobenais, Kate Sisk, 
Justin Finklebomer, Jule James, Zaltan Grossman, The White Earth Boys, Medicine for the 
People, The Indigo Girls, Tom Nelson and everyone at Tom’s Burned Down Cafe,  Jesus 
Barraza for the beautiful cover art on this report, Leslie Mack, Trish Weber, Susie Estep, 
Lynn Israel, Pronita Gupta, Ellen Poss, our friends at the Women’s Donor Network, 
Kalliopeia, the Frances Fund, the Indigenous Women’s Network, the Vervain Foundation, 
the Carolyn Foundation, the Swift Foundation, Headwaters Fund, Kevin Brown of 
Smartset Printing, Brian 
Carlson, Kevin at Smartest, 
the law office of Neil 
Popovic, the  cute couple in 
ptown, all of our lovely staff 
and interns – especially 
Margaret Campbell, Tessa 
McClean and Waseyabin 
LaDuke, Rob Jenkins, Davis 
Stewart, Daryl Frazier and 
entire staff and board of 
WELRP – especially 
Michael Dahl and Audrey 
Theyer, Niijii Radio, all of 
the children, Terri LaDuke, 
Womens Environmental Crystal	  Lameman	  (Beaver	  Lake	  Cree	  First	  Nation)	  speaking	  at	  the	  Forward	  on	  

Climate	  Change	  rally	  in	  Washington	  D.C.	  
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Action, Bill Mckibben and the entire staff of 350.org – especially Rae Breaux and May 
Boeve, Naomi Klein, osprey, Faye Brown, Solar Energy International and Jeff Tobe, Pat 
Spears, Charlie Thayer, Detroit Lakes Historic Holmes Theater, Randy Kapashesit… 
 
 

2012 Honor the Earth Grant Awards 
Honor the Earth is pleased to announce these grants being given to thirty-nine well-
deserving organizations; $136,000 is being re-granted this year. Many great projects out 
there being done by these organizations, such as fighting the environmental destruction of 
the Canadian tar sands, resistance to the pipelines running across Canada and the United 
States, community run gardens, the protection of sacred water against a mining corporation 
development right beside a sacred site, reclaiming salmon to restore the sacred balance of 
water, healing land restoration and more. 
 
Advocates for the Protection of Sacred Sites (APOSS) 
Northern California, Pitt River and Wintu Nations territory: APOSS consists of  Pitt 
River, Wintu, Yana, Shasta and other Native Peoples who live in their traditional territories 
and seek to protect their sacred sites.  
 
Ancestral Pride  
Village of Maaqtusiis, Ahousaht First Nation, British Columbia    
Ancestral Pride is a grassroots land defenders movement mainly of Nuu Chah Nulth, Coast 
Salish people, intent on helping heal the community through land, housing, and food 
security. 
 
Beaver Lake Cree Nation 
Alberta, Canada 
The Beaver Lake Cree Nation has been severely impacted by the Canadian Tar Sands. They 
are the front line resistance to tar sand devastation, and our grant supports their organizing 
work. 
  
 
Black Mesa Water Coalition 
Navajo Nation 
The Black Mesa Youth Permaculture 
Apprenticeship develops knowledge vital to 
reviving and strengthening Black Mesa’s 
regional food systems.  
 
Chalkyitsik Village Council 
Chalkyitsik, Alaska. Athabascan 
This Athabascan tribe is fighting to protect 
their traditional homelands and the Black 
River corridor against mining, oil drilling 

and any development that may damage their 
land, water, air, subsistence or other natural 

Black	  Mesa	  Water	  Coalition	  youth	  at	  a	  sponsored	  green	  jobs	  
rally.	  
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resources.  
 
Chinati Ixtlan Cultural and Land Conservancy 
Presidio, Texas 
CICLC has established a healing landscape where both tribal knowledge and the land are 
restored. 

Claiming our Place 
Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador, Canada 
Claiming our Place enables local Aboriginal women to ‘claim their place’ within the natural 
resource development agenda. In their resistance against the mining industry, they are 
reestablishing their connection with their rivers and natural resources. 
 
Dine Bidzill- Southwest Indian Uranium Forum 
Gallup, NM 
Dine Bidzill works directly with Indigenous communities affected by uranium mining legacy 
in the Four Corners Region to identify alternative economic opportunities that incorporate 
traditional culture, enhance self-reliance and sustainability of communities. 
 
Dream of Wild Health/Peta Wakan Tipi 
Hugo, MN & Minneapolis, MN 
Dream of Wild Health is a 10-acre 
organic farm in Hugo, Minnesota 
that grows rare heirloom seeds 
donated by tribes and families from 
around the country. They provide 
educational programs for Native 
youth and family in their effort to 
restore indigenous relationship with 
the land. 
 
Earth Lodge Movement 
Fort Berthold, ND 
Earth Lodge Movement is 
combining traditional mudlodge and 
modern green architecture 
techniques to build three mudlodge 
homes and one central community 
lodge on the Fort Berthold Reservation. 
The project is intended to be used as an educational model for similar projects in the future, 
as well as provide the families and community with sustainable structures.  
 
EcoCheyennes 
Lame Deer, MT 
EcoCheyennes is a newly formed organization, created to address the environmental 
devastation of coal mining in the Northern Cheyenne’s traditional territory.  
 
Eyak Preservation Council (EPC) 

Earth	  Lodge	  Movement	  land	  
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Cordova, Alaska 
The EPC is a Native-founded grassroots organization pursuing environmental justice and 
social change. This organization is dedicated to protecting wild salmon habitat, and 
promoting sustainable communities in the Prince William Sound and Copper River 
watersheds. As part of that effort, EPC is building the Cordova Community Cold Storage 
and Cookery for persons and businesses to safely and efficiently process traditional 
subsistence foods for use in their rural community. 
 
Fracking on Mi’kMaq territory 
New Brunswick, Canada 
The Mi’kMaq People are opposing hydraulic fracturing on their traditional territory in New 
Brunswick, where people are getting arrested for opposing the corruption of their 
government and fracking companies. 
 
Four Bridges Traveling Permaculture Institute 
Santa Cruz, NM 
Four Bridges Traveling Permaculture Institute provides support and advisement to 
indigenous communities in North & South America in reviving and strengthening 
traditional agriculture. The Sacred Gardens 
Project is building traditional native gardens in 
various locations to teach both native and non-
native community members the wisdom of their 
elders regarding traditional foods, medicines, 
and seeds. Crops produced are used as 
immediate food sources, in food preservation, 
and in seed preservation for future generations.  
 
Hopi Tutskwa Permaculture 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 
Hopi Tutskwa Permacultures mission is to 
strengthen their community’s food security. 
They create the opportunity for local 
Indigenous youth and community members 
carry on Hopi life ways through traditional 
Hopi farming and permaculture. 
 
Indian Cultural Organization/ Winnemen 
Wintu Tribe 
Tuiimyali, Redding, CA 
The Indian Cultural Organization (ICO) was 
formed by a grassroots group of Shasta County 
Winnemem Wintu Indians in 1981. This tribal 
community-based non-profit organization 
focuses on helping the tribe to preserve 
religious and cultural traditions, restore 
traditional activities and support the tribe's 
advocacy for clean water, and salmon recovery 

Hopi	  Tutskwa	  Permaculture	  Kykotsmovi	  seed	  ball	  making	  
workshop	  
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in California.  
 
Indigenous Consultants, LLC 
Hilo, Hawaii 
Indigenous Consultants LLC has created a public TV project that covers topics of 
geothermal energy development, The Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative as well as issues 
relating to food security, GMO labeling & contamination, The Public Land Development 
Corporation and climate change. 
 
Indian Peoples Action 
Butte, Montana 
IPA is a Montana based non-profit organization that takes on issues of social, racial, 
economic, and environmental injustice seeking to bring about change, solidarity, and 
healing. They will be sponsoring Moccasins on the Ground training in Whitehall, MT 
on August 23-25 2013. This gathering will provide hands on training workshops geared 
toward proactive activism, entertainment, and environmental justice education. 
 
Isle de Jean Charles Band of Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Indians 
Montegut, Louisiana 
This small Native American community recognizes the need to combine their voices and 
join other bands in the formation of a Tribal Advisory Council with other Native American 
Communities within the state of 
Louisiana to expand their 
knowledge of the issues they face 
due to the effects of climate 
change and the consequences 
that have resulted for Louisiana 
tribal communities. 
 
Ka Malo ‘o’ Ehunuikaimalino 
Kealakekua, Hawaii 
Ke Kula o ‘Ehunuikaimalino’ is a 
K-12 Hawaiian immersion 
school where Hawaiian language, 
indigenous knowledge, and 
sustainability is taught. The 
school has a garden to produce 
food at reduced or no cost for 
the students.  
 
Keepers of the Water 
Manistee, Michigan, Ojibwe 
Keepers of the Water is an organization led by Indigenous women and guided by traditional 
Anishinaabekwe values and responsibilities. Our grant will fund billboards, radio, a website, 
and social media in support of Keepers of the Water’s media campaign; as well as 
traditional activities including talking circles, water teachings, and crafts. 
 

Winona	  LaDuke	  and	  Henry	  RedCloud	  from	  Lakota	  Solar	  Enterprises	  
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Lakota Immersion Childcare 
Pine Ridge, SD 
Lakota Immersion Childcare is a full-immersion early childhood daycare created to teach 
Lakota as a first language. In future years, the program will expand upward to include an 
early elementary school curriculum entirely in the Lakota language. 
 
Lakota Waldorf School 
Pine Ridge, SD 
The Lakota Waldorf School (LWS) is situated in the heart of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation empowering Lakota children with education for a positive future, while 
maintaining their Lakota language and culture.  
 
Lakota Solar Enterprises 
Pine Ridge, SD 
Lakota Solar Enterprises will improve the livelihoods of four Oglala Lakota families living 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota through the installation of efficient solar air 
heating systems on their homes. The solar air heaters purchased will save families up to 
30% on their winter energy bills for over 20 years.  
 
National Wildlife Federation 
Tribal Lands Partnerships 
Program 
Otter Creek, Montana 
Montana currently has the largest 
coal reserves in the nation. Coal 
mining has proven to be nothing 
but detrimental to tribal, cultural, 
and environmental resources. This 
program was developed to prevent 
the construction of the proposed 
Otter Creek coal mine and Tongue 
River Railroad, on Northern 
Cheyenne homeland. Funds raised 
for this project will be used for 
creation of outreach materials, 
advocacy trips to public hearings, 
hiring of Northern Cheyenne 
community organizers, and for 
other organizing materials 
 
Native American Educational 
Technologies, Inc 
Bad River, WI 
NAET, Inc. initiated The “Native Voice” Project as a volunteer-run, public media 
campaign. Native Voice is broadcasted live over the internet and Indian Country TV, 
covering hearings and citizen meetings. It is used as a tool to bring about awareness of the 
impact of mining on the Bad River Anishinaabe. 

Debra	  White	  Plume	  of	  Owe	  Aku	  
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Native Youth Leadership Alliance 
Pine Ridge, SD 
The Native Youth Leadership Alliance (NYLA) is an intergenerational collective that 
connects education to action by providing culturally based leadership support, networking 
opportunities, seed funding, and learning experiences that help young leaders achieve 
community building goals. NYLA will increase leadership capacity, collaborative initiatives 
and partnerships across Tribal communities with this investment from Honor the Earth. 
 
Nepikan: Save Our Serpent 
Ohio Valley 
Nepikan is an activity of Adena Core, a broad-based effort for the preservation and 
restoration of cultural heritage in the Ohio Valley, including especially the concentration of 
ancient earthworks unique to the region. Nepikan is the Native American-led arm of Adena 
Core, the goals of which are to protect mounds and earthworks from all forms of 
destruction and desecration; to increase Native American involvement in ownership, and 
protection and management of earthwork sites. 
 
Owe Aku International Justice Program 
Pine Ridge, SD 
The Owe Aku International Justice Project (IJP) was launched to expand Owe Aku’s 
cultural, educational, and environmental work to include international human rights. Our 
grant will support Owe Aku’s Sacred Water Project in protecting Lakota land and people 
from uranium mining. 
 
Save Pe’ Sla 
Lakota Homelands, 
South Dakota 
Save Pe’Sla was a large 
organizing movement this 
year that saved the Pe’ Sla 
sacred site. Pe’ Sla would 
have went to auction had 
not Lakota organizers raised 
enough funds to purchase 
prior to auction. The Lakota 
will forever have legal 
ownership of their sacred 
site thanks to grants and 

donations from Honor the 
Earth and others. 
 
Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin, Inc. 
Lac Courte Oreilles, WI 
Our grant supports the Penokee Hills Education Project’s front line organizing against the 
GTAC mine on Anishinaabe lands in northern Wisconsin. 
 

The	  Sustainable	  Nations	  building	  team	  
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Protect Ma’iingan Wolf Conference 
White Earth, MN 
White Earth hosted a Protect Ma’iingan conference this spring to deal with open hunting 
season on the wolf. Workshops were provided about ma’iingan including traditional stories, 
legal advice, and general information for wolf activists. 
        
R.A.V.E.N. Respecting Aboriginal Values & Environmental Needs 
Beaver Lake Cree Nation 
Beaver Lake Cree Nation is a community of 900 Woodland Cree whose homelands are in 
the path of the largest industrial project on earth, the tar sands. The Beaver Lake Cree allege 
that the tar sands projects are illegal and unconstitutional because they violate their treaty by 
destroying the habitat that both they and the wildlife depend on. 
 
Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 
Neskonlith Indian Reserve, British Columbia 
This school educates children, youth and families in culturally-based teachings of 
Secwepemc Indigenous culture and language; they teach about plant food and medicine 
identification, harvesting, hunting and salmon fishing, Indigenous food production and 
preservation, Our Story (Secwepemc history), Our Universe - cosmology, our Bodies, 
Tmicw-our Earth, Health, Public Speaking. 
 
Seventh Native American 
Generation  (SNAG) 
Bay Area, San Francisco, CA 
Seventh Native American 
Generation (SNAG) is a Native 
youth focused media and arts 
organization sponsored by The 
Cultural Conservancy. The 
Garden Workdays and Feast 
Workdays projects will support 
the agricultural development of 
local gardens in the Northern 
California Bay Area, and serve 
as an educational tool for the 
youth. The garden workdays 
will allow Native youth to plant, 
grow, and harvest the food that 
will be served at the community 
feasts. 
 
Shonto Community 
Development Corporation 
Navajo Nation 
The Shonto Community Development Corporation is a tribal community owned non-profit 
that is actively engaged in improving the economic and social well being of the community 
and surrounding region. Our grant is being used to kick-start the community’s initiative to 
bring utility scale solar to the community and the Navajo Nation.  

Erica	  Torres	  and	  Waseyabin	  LaDuke	  at	  the	  Farming	  Conference	  
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Sustainable Nations 
Tucson, AZ 
Sustainable Nations is developing a mosaic of community directed wind farms and water 
systems, to achieve culturally grounded sustainability in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 
Tatanka Wakpala Tiyospaye 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
Tatanka Wakpala Tiyospaye creating a sustainable community aimed at having the smallest 
environmental impact possible. Our grant is funding wind turbines for their project. 
 
Traditional Native American Farmers Association (TNAFA) 
Santa Fe, NM, Inter-tribal Community 
TNAFA is providing hands on workshops on growing for seed purity, seed selection, 
sourcing traditional seeds, seed storage, and maintaining seed libraries. The training is 
designed for native farmers, educators, youth, women, and health providers. 
 
Treaty to Protect the Sacred 
Yankton, South Dakota

 
First Nations representatives, tribal representatives and spiritual leaders gathered and signed 
a treaty on January 25, 2013 to protect sacred land and water from the Keystone XL 
pipeline passing through Indian country. There are over 150 First Nations that oppose the 
KXL, and this treaty gathering is one of many to gather resistance against the tar sands 
development. 
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United Houma Nation Community Gardening and Traditional Plant Preservation 
Project 
Golden Meadow, Louisiana 
The United Houma Nation Community Gardening and Traditional Plant Preservation 
Project is intended to reconnect tribal citizens with traditional food sources and way of life.  
Recognizing that families have strayed from fully living off the land, this project is intended 
to provide a much needed food source for elders and connect tribal youth with the bounty 
Mother Earth can provide. 
 
White Earth Indigenous Farming Conference 
White Earth, MN 
Each year the White Earth Land Recovery Project hosts the indigenous farming conference 
on the White Earth Reservation. The conference offers workshops to indigenous 
sustainable savvy patrons with the following topics: farming practices, seed saving, 
composting, cooking, etc. 
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HONOR THE EARTH   

Balance Sheet   

6/30/2013   

   

   

ASSETS   

   

Current Assets   

Honor the Earth Chking $39,615.70  

Employee Advances $200.00  

Held in WELRP accounts $60,653.21  

   

Total Current Assets  100,468.91 

   

   

Total Assets  $100,468.91 

   

   

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL   

   

Total Liabilities  0.00 

   

Capital   

Retained Earnings $71,202.28  

Net Income 29,266.63  

   

Total Capital  100,468.91 

   

Total Liabilities & Capital  $100,468.91 
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Foundation Support 
Callopeia Foundation 
Caroline Foundation 
Dolphin Foundation Inc. 
Ellen Poss Foundation 
Frances Fund 
Global Citizens Network 
Hummel Family Fund, Inc. 
Indigo Girls, Inc.  
Indigenous Women’s Network 
Lost Arrow Corporation 
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Project Earth 
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