
WHEREAS gravel mining destroys environments and creates community hazards; and

WHEREAS more highways, urban sprawl and uncontrolled resource extraction 
contributes to the climate crisis; and

WHEREAS resource extraction began with violent dispossession of Indigenous 
peoples from their lands and waters, and continues today without Indigenous Nations 
consent, counter to international Human Rights conventions; and

WHEREAS Canadian jurisdictions and entities must honour treaties with Indigenous 
Nations and obligations prescribed in the Canadian Constitution (Section 35), and the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP); and

WHEREAS the Ontario government has a responsibility to protect homes, 
communities and the natural environment for current and future generations; and

WHEREAS the Ontario government is also responsible to prevent greater climate chaos;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ontario government must take the following 
urgent actions: 

Impose an immediate moratorium on all new gravel mining approvals (including 
interim orders and site plan amendments for mining below the water table or 
that increase licensed tonnages).  

Create an independent panel to conduct broad consultations  involving 
Indigenous Nations, municipalities, affected communities, industry, and 
independent experts and scientists.

Chart a new path forward for gravel mining which:

  Prevents greater climate chaos
  Protects groundwater and farmland
  Increases the weight of local perspectives in land use planning
  Ensures long term supplies of a finite resource
  Honours treaties with Indigenous Nations and obligations as prescribed in 

the Canadian Constitution and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)
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RECOMMENDED AREAS OF CONSULTATION   
AND INQUIRY 

  Determine the total amount of licenced 
supply in Ontario’s 5000+ pits and quarries.

  Propose criteria and processes for 
determining and demonstrating the need for 
new gravel mining sites.

  Define limits on ‘virgin’ aggregate extraction, 
and targets for aggregate reprocessing in 
order to ensure sustainable management of 
the finite gravel resources in Ontario.

  Propose revisions to application procedures 
which fully honour Indigenous Nations’ 
treaty rights with the Province. 

  Recommend updated policies and 
restrictions for gravel mining below the 
water table to reflect current groundwater 
sciences.

  Propose methods which increase the weight 
given to municipalities and communities 
voices in gravel mining decisions.

  Recommend approaches to ensure that 
gravel mining sites are not allowed to 
transform themselves in significant ways 
after initial approval. This would include 
changes to progressive or final rehabilitation 
plans. 

  Recommend an appropriate levy for gravel 
mining that includes compensation for the 
full social and environmental costs of its 
extraction.

  Recommend approaches to gravel mining 
oversight to ensure full compliance with all 
regulations and licence conditions.
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