
 

 

 
Jo Briskey 
Executive Director 
The Parenthood 
By email: jo@theparenthood.org.au 
 
 
Dear Jo 
 
Thank you for your letter requesting a statement from Labor on our plans to ensure Queensland kids have access to a world 
class education. 
 
It is not at all surprising that eighty-seven per cent of your membership listed education as their number one priority, given 
that a quality education is vital to providing a brighter future for Queensland children. 
 
The Palaszczuk government believes every young person deserves a quality education, regardless of where they live. Now 
more than ever, students need to be ready to meet the demands of new industries, changing technology and global 
innovation. That’s why the Palaszczuk government is committed to an education system that provides students with the 
skills and knowledge to meet this challenge.  
 
Our record speaks for itself. 
 
Our Advancing Education: An action plan for education in Queensland is our commitment to teacher excellence and 
supporting students to become life-long learners. It is being delivered through our record $9.8 billion education budget which 
is achieving some of Queensland’s best ever results in NAPLAN since testing began. 
Since we were elected, we have employed 3,450 new teachers and 1,000 additional teacher aides and we have committed 
to drive STEM outcomes through the employment of specialists in each region to support every school. 
 
This investment in frontline services and upskilling our teachers is putting downward pressure on class sizes and ensuring 
all students get the individual attention they deserve to make the most of their education. 
We are driving strong improvements in the early years with free playgroup membership, we have grown  kindergarten 
participation to more than 95 per cent. We have introduced compulsory Prep to provide a critical foundation year for 
schooling.  
 
We are also investing nearly $1 billion to support students with disability, ensuring we deliver an inclusive education for all 
students. Our ground-breaking Autism Hub and Reading Centre are providing the support teachers and parents need 
throughout the state. 
 
The Palaszczuk Government is also delivering the greatest reform to senior secondary and tertiary entrance in a generation.  
 
We are supporting our teachers throughout the state to be the best educators they can be, and we are lifting outcomes for 
all students to deliver world class education. 
 
I am pleased to provide you with a summary of our education policy commitments. A re-elected Palaszczuk Government 
will: 

 Support children to get the best start to their education through free Playgroup Membership and better access to 
kindergarten  

 Improve literacy and numeracy for every child including reintroducing the Ready Reading program 
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 Employ more than 3,700 new teachers over the next four years  

 Provide four innovative Centres for Professional Learning and Wellbeing, opening first in Mt Isa and Roma  

 Improve internet connectivity to teacher housing 

 Inspire more students to study STEM through virtual STEM academies and the STEM Girl Power Camp 

 Deliver the Digital Technologies curriculum – including coding and robotics – in all state schools 

 Engage more children with disability in learning  

 Roll out a new approach for senior secondary and tertiary entrance  

 Actively re-engage disengaged or at risk youth in school and alternative education  

 Employ up to 45 full-time additional instrumental music teachers in Queensland state schools over three years and 
provide an additional $1 million for the purchase of new loan instruments. 

 
And because we know that world class education, happens in world class facilities, through our $808 million Building Future 
Schools for Queensland fund we will: 
 

 Build seven new secondary schools, including the high school at Calliope, west of Gladstone and the two inner-city 
Brisbane schools that will cater for the anticipated 3,500 additional students expected in the inner-city over the next 
five years 

 Build a new special school in the Caboolture area 

 Deliver two primary schools, including the final primary school under the Public Private Partnership agreement at 
Springfield West  

 Begin planning for four additional primary schools, two special schools and a new state high school in growth 
regions across the state. 

 
Our new Renewing Our Schools policy will deliver:  

 Up to $235 million over four years to 2021-22 for a school renewal fund, substantially refurbishing 17 state high 
schools, including nine schools in regional Queensland  

 $750 million rolling fund over four years to ensure we maintain our 25,000 school buildings in 1,239 state schools. 
 
We have also committed to invest $97 million to install solar and energy efficiency measures in Queensland 
state schools to reduce costs for schools and protect our environment. 
 
This stands in stark contrast to the savage cuts to education when Tim Nicholls was Treasurer in the Newman-Nicholls 
Government. As Treasurer, Tim Nicholls slashed more than 500 teaching positions from Queensland 
schools. This decision put greater pressure on class sizes, robbed teachers of collaboration and preparation time and also 
meant there were fewer teachers in our schools to support students with learning difficulties and disabilities. The Newman-
Nicholls Government also sacked more than 700 education support staff including hundreds of IT and infrastructure roles 
from the Department of Education, putting service delivery under pressure. 
 
Further information on Labor’s Education policy and other policies of interest to your membership is available at 
https://annastaciapalaszczuk.com.au/ 
 
I appreciate The Parenthood’s advocacy on education and other issues important to parents in Queensland and across 
Australia.  I look forward to continuing to work with you should the Palaszczuk Government be re-elected on November 25th. 
 
Sincerely 

 
JACKIE TRAD MP 
DEPUTY PREMIER  
Minister for Transport and  
Minister for Infrastructure and Planning 


