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The Parenthood, Australia’s leading parent advocacy organisation has welcomed the 
Australian Government’s announcement that it would make early learning and care 
free. 
  
“This is an incredible relief for thousands of parents experiencing mounting anxiety 
about their ability to maintain their child’s access to early learning during this crisis,” 
Parenthood Board Member Owen Wareham said. 
  
“We know that many parents had had no other choice but to fully withdraw their 
children from their centre because they simply could no longer afford the cost. 
  
“Many others have been trying to balance wanting to keep their kids at home, as 
they are for school students, but also keep their child’s spot at their centre - a cost 
burden that is being keenly felt during what is an already unsettling time. 
  
“Through all of this, access to good quality early learning remains front of mind to 
parents who not only rely on being able to send their kids to centres so they can 
work, but also so they can give their children the best possible start in life. They don’t 
want their children to miss out. 
  
“This crisis has highlighted the double standards in children’s early education - whilst 
parents haven’t had to worry about whether their school aged children would still 
have a school to attend after the crisis, parents of pre-school aged kids have been 
left wondering if their local centre would survive. Today’s announcement will provide 
peace-of-mind for parents that their cherished local centre isn’t going to close down 
for good. 
  
“We also hope that today’s announcement comes as a relief to thousands of 
educators, who do one of our community’s most important jobs, yet often find 
themselves in tenuous employment. If this package helps secure - and value - their 
work, then it’s a great move.” 
  
“When we get through this, we’re going to be living in a changed world, and that 
should mean a reimagined early education system for Australia where no one has to 
make the choice between working, or seeing their child get a quality early 
education.” 
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