
 
 
 

 
GOVERNMENT’S OWN REPORT CONFIRMS ‘SNAPPING BACK’ TO OLD CHILDCARE SYSTEM WILL 

BE DISASTROUS  
MEDIA RELEASE  

19 MAY 2020 
 
Parents are urgently calling on the Government to halt plans to pull the rug out on free childcare                  
and ‘snap back’ to the old system on 28 June.  
 
Leading Australian parents advocacy organisation The Parenthood has launched a campaign, led            
by Board Director Georgie Dent, calling on the government to extend its rescue package to save                
the early childhood education sector.  
 
“Cutting this relief three months early will put up to 86% of centres at risk of closing,” Campaign                  
Director Georgie Dent said. “Returning to full fees will jeopardise many Australian children from              
being able to access the education and care they need, as well as make it more difficult for                  
parents to return to work and adjust to the “new normal”.  
 
A snap review of the rescue package undertaken by the government and reported today confirms               
it has saved 86% of centres from closing.  
 
“More than 600,000 Australians lost work last month alone, and now hundreds of thousands of               
those are deeply worried about reports the government is planning to “snap back” to a childcare                
arrangement that was already deeply flawed,”  Dent says.  
 
Comments from the Prime Minister and the Education Minister Dan Tehan indicating the             
government intends to wind back free childcare on the 28th of June have sparked grave concerns                
for parents and the sector. On Tuesday morning the Education Minister promised four weeks             
notice would be given of any changes to childcare .  
 
“To simply “snap back” to the old system is pulling the rug out from under families, just as they’re                   
starting to get going again. It will be disastrous.” said Ms Dent. 
 
“With hundreds of thousands of people out of work, ‘snapping back’ will compromise this vital               
sector’s ability to survive, as well as place undue economic pressure on parents who are already                
squeezed.    
 
The government’s review indicates attendance rates at centres are currently just 63% of ordinary              
times, which is not viable.  
 
“‘Snapping back’ to the old system is not sustainable.   
 
“We can’t hope to get the economy going again when parents are faced with the choice of being                  
able to work to get food on the table, or being able to put their kids into early childhood                   
education and care,” Dent says.  
 
“There are some urgent problems with the current arrangement that need to be fixed because               
centres are still struggling - a great step would be increasing the payments to centres from 50%                 



of pre-COVID19 revenue to 75%. Issues like some educators and carers being ineligible for              
JobKeeper and Family Day Care and In-home care effectively being asked to take a 50% cut need                 
to be addressed urgently.”  
 
When the reforms to childcare were announced six weeks ago, the commitment was that the               
arrangements would be for at least 6 months. Indeed, the Prime Minister said: "This virus is going                 
to take enough from Australians without putting Australian parents in that position of having to               
choose between the economic wellbeing of their family or the care and support and education of                
their children. 
 
“The rumours that the government is now going to unwind this important reform will force               
Australians to make exactly that choice.” Ms Dent said. 
 
“We have a chance, in the next few weeks, to make the system strong enough that it can support                   
all of us - we should act on it urgently and strive for something better. 
 
END. 
MEDIA CONTACT: For interviews with Campaign Director Georgie Dent call 0400 437 434. 
 
Click here join The Parenthood’s campaign. 
 
A not-for-profit organisation, The Parenthood is Australia’s leading parent advocacy group with a             
reach of over 67,000 parents from across Australia. 
 

http://www.theparenthood.org.au/say_no_to_snap_back_on_childcare

