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Urgent action needed in response to childcare centres closing in Melbourne  
 
Early childhood education and care services in Melbourne closing as the Victorian capital enters 
Stage 4 lockdown places early educators, parents and the sector in an unacceptable position.  
 
Parents are calling on the Federal government and the State government in Victoria to urgently 
confirm educators will have access to JobKeeper, that services will be supported and to clarify 
that families will not be charged for services they can not access for at least the next six weeks.  
 
“Without urgent intervention the decision to close services in Melbourne will be devastating to 
an essential service, a cohort of workers who have continued to place themselves at risk 
throughout this pandemic, as well as for families,” The Parenthood’s Executive Director Georgie 
Dent said. “The situation in Victoria confirms how ill-conceived and premature the Federal 
government’s decision to snap back to full fees and take JobKeeper off this sector was.” 
 
On Sunday Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews announced that childcare centres in Melbourne 
would be closed to everyone except children of essential workers and vulnerable children. This 
unprecedented decision places the viability of an essential service, already threatened by 
COVDI19, at further risk.  
 
Early educators are among the lowest paid workers in Australia and ensuring they have access to 
JobKeeper during the stage 4 lockdown, at the very least, is critical.  
 
“JobKeeper is the safety net that has enabled millions of Australians to cope with the unexpected 
loss of income they’ve experienced since March. Taking it off early educators was cruel enough 
even before the situation in Victoria escalated,” Ms Dent says. “These workers have put 
themselves in danger for months now to ensure children have the education and care they 
deserve. The idea of Melbourne educators now being unsure if they’ll have any income at all for 
the next six weeks is unacceptable.” 
 
The COVID19 pandemic has created significant challenges for the early education sector and 
exposed the problems it presents for both families and educators themselves. 
 
The Morrison and Andrews governments need to act urgently to support this critical sector.  
 
MEDIA CONTACT: For interviews with Executive Director Georgie Dent call 0400 437 434. 
 
 


