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EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION AND
CARE

The current system fails too many families and
children because it's either too expensive or
hard to access. It doesn’t have to be this way!  

It’s time for affordable, easy to access, quality,
inclusive Early Learning & Care delivered by a
well-paid, valued workforce. It’s time for
Australia to become a country where all families
have access to fantastic ECEC so all children
have the opportunity to thrive regardless of
where they live, how they look or what their
parents do. 

Availability: Supply matches demand
regardless of postcode.
Location: Parents can access ECEC in their
local area.
Equitable & Affordable: Every single family
can access and afford ECEC.
Appropriate & Inclusive: Culturally
appropriate care and education for First
Nations children and remote communities,
for culturally and linguistically diverse
children, for children of migrant and refugee
families, and for children with disability.
Diversity: The care and education welcomes
and celebrates all family units.
Simple: The process to apply for and attend
ECEC is easy to navigate.

The Parenthood is calling for universal
access to quality, inclusive Early
Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
delivered by a well supported and
properly paid workforce.
Because every child & family deserves
access to the life-changing benefits
that stem from ECEC. 

There is no one-size-fits-all but we’d describe
high quality ECEC as a setting in which children
feel happy, safe and secure, while being
nurtured and stimulated.

Quality is determined by the level of care, the
service delivery and, most importantly, the
educators, teachers and carers. A quality ECEC
system needs a well supported, paid and valued
workforce.

What does “high quality” mean?

What does “universal access” mean?
Universal access means that every family and
child gets a fair go, no matter their
circumstances. Some important aspects
include:

It’s a mouthful but language matters. ECEC
services include centre-based care, family day
care, mobile children’s services, kindergarten/
preschool, in-home care and occasional care. 
P.S. We avoid “child care” because it doesn’t
reflect the importance of the education and
development of young children.

What does “Early Childhood Education
& Care” refer to?

What’s in it for Australia?
A LOT! For every dollarbuck we spend on ECEC
in the year before a child starts school we get
two dollarbucks in return. This is because
quality ECEC sets children up for success at
school and beyond and it boosts productivity.
It’s a win win win!

https://www.theparenthood.org.au/
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Aside from the benefits their children enjoy,
ECEC is vital for parents to be able to go to work
and provide for their families. Love doesn’t pay
the mortgage or fill the grocery trolley. To
support their children, parents and carers need
to be able to make ends meet. And to make
ends meet, parents need affordable, quality
ECEC. Every parent deserves the opportunity to
earn a living and have the peace of mind from
knowing their children are safe, secure and
supported.

Lots of parents are forced to choose between
work and their child’s ECEC right now because
the out-of-pocket cost for ECEC is so high. It’s
not good enough.

Why is ECEC important for parents?

The Parenthood is an independent, not for
profit organisation which supports parents,
carers and allies working to make Australia the
best place in the world to be a parent. Because
when parents are supported, children can thrive
and our communities will be stronger.

Who is The Parenthood?

By the age of 5, 90% of a child’s brain is fully
developed so what happens between 0-5 really
matters. ECEC is a critical component of a
child’s development and education. Children
who attend quality ECEC are twice as likely to
reach their developmental targets once at
school. At the moment, 1 in 5 children arrives at
school behind and it’s hard for them to catch
up. Children who attend quality ECEC enjoy life-
long improved health, social, educational and
economic outcomes.

How does ECEC benefit children?

How can I get involved in the #ParentsUp campaign?

www.theparenthood.org.au

SIGN OUR PETITION

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

A LOT! For every dollar we spend on ECEC in the
year before a child starts school we get $2 in
return. This is because quality ECEC sets
children up for success at school and beyond
and it boosts productivity. It’s a win win win!

What’s in it for Australia?

https://www.facebook.com/TheParenthoodProject
https://www.instagram.com/theparenthood/
https://twitter.com/the_parenthood
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theparenthood/
https://www.theparenthood.org.au/
https://www.theparenthood.org.au/
http://www.theparenthood.org.au/parents_up_petition
http://www.theparenthood.org.au/donate
https://www.theparenthood.org.au/volunteer

