Land Management Plans

Inventory & Map
Obtain base maps:
• Aerial, historic, topographic, soil

Conduct site visit:
• Species inventory, pictures,
interview landowner/manager

Delineate Ecological Units:
•
•
•
•

Map and define units
Review soil types & species list
Investigate historic land use
Assess preliminary ecological
diversity & habitat needs/threats

Interpreting Landscape Changes
1. What conditions gave rise to the vegetation patterns?
2. What changes or stressors have contributed to existing conditions?
3. What is missing from what would have been here before
settlement?
4. What is present that would not be expected on this landscape?
5. What evidence indicates if the land has been altered?
6. How is the property different to neighboring land?
7. What features are known to be unusual, unique, or uncertain?

Swenson Prairie Preliminary Info:
Species List
Common Name
Pale false foxglove
Bent grass
Thimbleweed
Leadplant
Big bluestem
Pussytoes
Dogbane
Columbine
Green milkweed
Silky aster
Side-oats grama
Harebell
Sedge
Bastard toadflax
Prairie tick seed
Gray dogwood
White prairie clover
Purple prairie clover
Shooting star

Latin Name
Agalinis skinneriana
Agrostis sp.
Amenome cylindrica
Amorpha canescens
Andropogon gerardi
Antennaria neglecta
Apocynum sibericum
Aquilegia canadensis
Asclepias viridiflora
Aster sericeus
Bouteloua curtipendula
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex sp.
Comandra umbellata
Coreopsis palmata
Cornus racemosa
Dalea candida
Dalea purpurea
Dodecatheon meadia

1937 aerial photo

2015 aerial photo

Land Protection Projects
Ranking Criteria Score Sheet

Category
1) Fits TPE mission?

Site:

Score range Score
yes/no

2) Funding for management, monitoring,
and legal defense?
3) Natural area quality?

0-10
0-40

4) Critical habitat for rare and declining
species?

0-10

5) Environmental gradients?

0-5

6) Landscape context
a. Parcel size?
5-15
b. Proximity to other natural areas?
0-5

c. Opportunity for expansion?
0-5
d. Adjacent land uses compatible?
0-5
7) Education & outreach opportunities?
0-10
8) Is TPE the most appropriate agent?
0-5
9) Other considerations?
0-5
10) Included within a larger conservation
project?

0-10
Total

125 max

Comments

Standard 12B. Land Management and Stewardship
• 1. Develop a written land management plan for each conservation
property within 12 months after acquiring the land to:
• a. Identify the property’s conservation values, including any significant
cultural and natural features or those that have significant community value
• b. Identify the overall management goals for the property
• c. Identify activities to achieve the goals and to reduce any risks or threats
to the conservation values
• d. Specify the uses that are appropriate for the property, in keeping with the
property’s conservation values, any restrictions and donor or funder
requirements
• i. Provide public access opportunities as appropriate to the property and the land
trust’s mission

Basic Land Management Plan
Title of Site
Address or general legal description

5. Ecological issues on the property
•

Date of plan

Describe any problems such as exotic species, erosion, over-grazing, contamination,
trespassing issues, etc.

B. Describe any plans to address the problems listed above.
1. Primary goals of the project - provide concise statements explaining the goals and public
benefits of the project.
2. Improvements and structures
•

•

A. Provide a general description of any buildings and other existing physical improvements and
structures. These might include trails, parking areas and roadways. These should be marked on
the attached site plan. If there are buildings on the property, describe plans for demolition or
future use. Note that any improvements purchased in part with Stewardship funds must be
used for public benefit and to advance the purposes of the grant program. Is there a tenant?
How long after acquisition will the tenant continue to use the property?
B. Describe any proposed improvements and recreational development including trails, parking
areas, interpretive displays, boardwalks, bridges, waterway modifications, etc. These should be
marked on an attached conceptual future site plan along with public access points and any
plans for vehicle parking.

6. Land management goals and practices. Describe general land management goals for the
property and the practices that will be followed to meet them. Goals may include:
•

Preservation of specific ecological communities and any features or species of special
concern.

•

Protection of and/or improvements to any water bodies on or adjacent to the property.

•

Any site enhancement and/or restoration plans.

7. Implementation – please provide a timeline for implementing key management activities.

3. Current land use. Describe how the land is being used now and by whom.

•

Describe anticipated ongoing maintenance activities

•

•

Identify the organization/s who will maintain the property and implement this plan.

A. Describe any agricultural uses:
•
•
•
•

•

How many acres are currently in agricultural use?
What are the soil types on those acres?
Is the land leased to an agricultural tenant? Will the lease be continued and for how long?
Will continued agricultural uses be part of ongoing management strategies on the parcel?

B. Describe any timber management plans for the property. If the land is enrolled in DNR’s
Managed Forest Law, please include a copy of the MFL order.

4. Surrounding landscapes: Is this project contiguous to other protected property or adjacent to
residential development, etc? Is it part of a larger project area – either your own preserve or a
state or local conservancy area or park?

8. Monitoring. Describe plans for oversight of the property and for assessing progress toward
management plan objectives.

9. Maps and data. Please Attach:
•

Please attach a map showing this property in context of surrounding landscapes and
features, especially if this parcel is part of a of the larger conservation project.

•

A site plan map – showing existing developments and structures, boundaries, roads,
overhead power lines, etc.

•

A conceptual future site plan, if applicable.

TPE Land Management Template
I. BACKGROUND

DESCRIPTION and SIGNIFICANCE

• (Describe the status of the property. Examples: no formal
protection, good will of owner, zoning, right-of-first refusal,
conservation easement, deed restriction held by, preserve
owned by TPE, etc.)

• (Provide a physical description of the site and its conservation
significance. Keep it as short and to the point as possible.
Include landform, soils, substrate, plant community types and
their condition, significant species and the significance of the
site to their conservation. Attach any available species lists, a
summary of all state or federally listed species, a map of the
site with cover/community types delineated, and a
topography map with the site delineated)

LOCATION (State, County, Township,
Town/Range/Section/quarters)

• LAND USE HISTORY

OWNERSHIP(s)
mail of all owners)

(Include name, address, telephone, & e-

PRESERVATION STATUS

ACREAGE (Give total acres and a breakdown by general
community or cover type)
Example:

35 acres

Old Fields

4

Oak woods/savanna

23

Dry-mesic limestone prairie

4

Young scrub-brush

4

• (Described the past use/management history of the site with
information from present and past owners, neighbors, and
anyone else familiar with the site. Include grazing, logging,
burning, etc.; and when and how much they occurred.
Include transcripts of interviews if they are available.)

II. MANAGEMENT PLAN
GOAL: State the overall management goal/purpose for the site. What species and communities is the site to
be managed for? To what human use will the site be put? Keep it short and general in nature.
Example: To maintain and recover as much of the site’s original native prairie and oak savanna ecosystem, as is
feasible, for people to experience, study, and learn from. Secondary goals may also be stated.
Example:
Primary
• - The overriding management goal for the Property is to recover and maintain as much of the site’s original
prairie and wetland ecosystems, as is feasible, for the benefit of current and future generations so they may
experience, enjoy, and learn from such natural areas and the plants and animals found there.
Secondary
• - To provide habitat for grassland birds (including non-native game birds) and other native animal species
associated with treeless grassland/prairie ecosystems.
• - To provide for improved water quality and supply to cold water streams.

THREATS/CONCERNS (highest to
lowest)
List species, activities, processes, etc.
that are currently or are likely to
become threats or impediments to
the management goal.
Describe the threat. Don’t forget
about what is occurring on adjacent
land. List/number the threats in
order of greatest to least
concern/threat.)

OBJECTIVES (highest to lowest
priority)
List specific tasks to accomplish so as
to achieve the goals and address the
threats. List them in order of highest
to lowest priority. Do not include level
of detail that is more appropriate for
an annual work.

1. Sweet clover
2. Poison Parsnip
3. Sumac

1. Pull all sweet clover Jun-Aug
2. Remove all parsnip May-July
3. Cut sumac 2-4x’s per year & treat
with herbicide

METHODS
• Provide specific guidance on how to implement the objectives. Provide a heading
for each subject. The first two paragraphs listed below are required language.
• The Property Manager shall manage the property in accordance with the
requirements set out above. The Property Manager may, but is not required to,
implement the management actions recommended below. The Prairie
Enthusiasts hereby consent to and authorize these recommended actions.
• The Prairie Enthusiasts recognize that the ability of the Property Manager to
implement these management actions will be dependent upon the availability of
funding or volunteers for this purpose. In the event that the Property Manager is
unable to undertake any of the site specific management activities identified
below, The Prairie Enthusiasts may undertake those activities with the consent of
the Property Manager.

Threat: Poison Parsnip
This species has been controlled on the
site in the past. All known populations
have been extirpated at this time.
• Surveys looking for this species will be
conducted each June and July.
• The key to controlling this monocarpic
plant is preventing it from setting seed
in the year it flowers.
• It may be controlled by hand pulling
or cutting.
• It should be pulled or cut below the
root crown from mid June to mid July.
• Plants removed by hand after mid July
should be removed and composted.

INVENTORY/MONITORING
(Cover what species should be monitored and how,
and what inventories should be done. Be realistic.)
Example:
These actions will be undertaken as time and
resources permit.
1) Take documentation photos before management
work begins and periodically thereafter.
2) Compile plant species lists for each of the
delineated management units (Map 5). Survey visits
should be spread out over the growing season and
repeated over several years.
3) Annually search for aggressive non-native plants,
both those currently known to be present and those
that may yet arrive, such as leafy spurge and crown
vetch.
4) Map and count populations of: Asclepias
purpurascens and Gentiana alba each year.
5) Conduct periodic breeding bird surveys.
6) Conduct invertebrate surveys.

Public Uses, Infrastructure, & Buildings
FACILITIES

USE

(Described existing and proposed facilities such as fences,
posting, trails, kiosks, signs, parking lot, etc.)Example:

(Cover allowed and prohibited uses; open to the public? open to
field trips? seed collecting?)Example:

A visitor parking lot capable of holding 5 cars is available at the
end of Round River Road at the turn around. The Property
perimeter will be marked with TPE boundary signs.

The Property will be open to the public. Access will be limited
to foot travel only. Uses will be limited to low impact activities.
1) Permitted: Hiking, Wildlife viewing/appreciation, Nature
study/photography, Research, but by permit only (see below).
• Hunting of white-tailed deer and turkey. Property Manager
may use permit or reservation system to manage the hunting
program (see below).
• Seed/nut/fruit collecting for use in off-site conservation
projects will be limited and tightly regulated.
2) Prohibited
• Vehicles (including bicycles), except to carry out approved
management activities and to remove harvested deer.
• Camping or picnic fires.
• Pets.
• Horseback riding.
• Collection of flowers, plants, rocks, or any other part of the
natural landscape (except seeds as noted under permitted
uses).
• Trapping (except as a management tool when necessary).

Swenson Prairie:

Preliminary Project Proposal

Final Acquisition Configuration

Preliminary Land Management
Unit Maps

