
 

 

Court File No. T-1364-21 

FEDERAL COURT 
 

B E T W E E N: 
 

REBEL NEWS NETWORK LTD. 
 

Applicant 
 

-and- 
 

CANADA (LEADERS’ DEBATES COMMISSION/COMMISSION DES 
DEBATS DES CHEFS) and THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA 

 
Respondents 

 
RESPONDING MOTION RECORD OF THE RESPONDENT, CANADA (LEADERS’ 

DEBATES COMMISSION/COMMISSION DES DEBATS DES CHEFS) 
(Volume IV of V) 

 
September 6, 2021 

 
BORDEN LADNER GERVAIS LLP 
Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower 
22 Adelaide Street West, Suite 3400 
Toronto ON  M5H 4E3 
F:  416.367.6749 

Nadia Effendi (LSO #49004T) 
neffendi@blg.com 
T: 416.367.6728 
 
Ewa Krajewska (LSO #57704D) 
T:  416.367.6244 
ekrajewska@blg.com 
 
Mannu Chowdhury (LSO #74497R) 
T:  416.367.6735 
mchowdhury@blg.com 
 
Lawyers for the Respondent, 
Canada (Leaders' Debate 
Commission/Commission des Debates des 
Chefs) 

  



 

 

2 

TO: 

 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR 
FEDERAL COURT  
Canadian Occidental Tower 
635 8 Avenue SW, 3rd Floor 
Calgary, Alberta  T2P 3M3 
 

AND TO: WILLIAMSON LAW 
638 11 Avenue SW, Suite 200 
Calgary, Alberta  T2R 0E2 
Phone/Fax: 587.355.3321 
 
Chad Williamson (LSA# 19668)  
T: 403.225.3567 
F: 587.355.3321 
chad@williamson.law  
 
Counsel for the Applicant 
 

AND TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General of Canada 
Prairie Regional Office (Edmonton) 
National Litigation Sector 
Department of Justice Canada 
300, 10423-101 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5H 0E7 
 
Kerry Boyd 
Senior Counsel 
T. 780.495.7295 
F. 780.495.8491  
kerry.boyd@justice.gc.ca 
 
Lawyers for the Respondent, The Attorney General of Canada 
 



INDEX 

TAB DESCRIPTION PAGE NOS 

Volume I of V 

A. Affidavit of Michel Cormier affirmed September 6, 2021 1-47 

1. A
.

Exhibit “1” – Leaders’ Debates webpage from the 
Government of Canada, Democratic Institutions website 

48-51 

2. Exhibits “2a – 2k” – Letters of Assignment 52-95 

3. Exhibits “3a – 3k” – Detailed Reasons from the 
Commissioner

96-225 

4. Exhibit “4” – Leaders’ Debates webpage from the 
Government of Canada, Democratic Institutions website

226-229 

5. Exhibit “5” – Report of the Standing Committee on 
Procedure and House Affairs dated March 2018

230-287 

6. Exhibit “6” – Order in Council P.C. 2018-1322 dated 
October 29, 2018

288-303 

7. Exhibit “7” – Order in Council 2020-0872 dated November 
5, 2020

304-306 

8. Exhibit “8” – Commissioner David Johnston’s Biography 307-308 

9. Exhibit “9” – Order in Council 2020-0871 dated November 
4, 2020

309-313 

10. Exhibit “10” – Institute for Research on Public Policy 
Report

314-357 

Volume II of V

11. Exhibit “11” – Commission’s 2019 Guidelines 358-360 

12. Exhibit “12” – Democracy Matters, Debates Count: A 
report on the 2019 Leaders' Debates Commission and the 
future of debates in Canada

361-552 

13. Exhibit “13” – Press Release dated August 16, 2021 553-555 



2

14. Exhibit “14” – TVA Group’s Press Release 556-559 

15. Exhibit “15” – Canadian Association of Journalists’ 
guidelines

560-566 

16. Exhibit “16” – Guidelines, policies, principles of Canadian 
Parliamentary Press Gallery

567-571 

17. Exhibit “17” – Guidelines, policies, principles of National 
News Media Council

572-585 

18. Exhibit “18” – Guidelines, policies, principles of Conseil 
de presse du Québec

586-604 

19. Exhibit “19” – Guidelines, policies, principles of 
Fédération professionnelle des journalistes du Québec

605-616 

Volume III of V 

20. Exhibit “20” – Documents reviewed by the Commissioner 617-1577 

Volume IV of V

21. Exhibit “21” – Website printout from True North’s “About 
True North” webpage and articles

1578-1586 

22. Exhibit “22” – List of the journalists and media 
organizations that were accredited for the 2021 debates

1587-1593 

23. Exhibit “23” - Rebel News Article, “Debates Commission 
Crafts rules to keep rebel news out”

1594-1605 



3

Volume V of V 

24. Written Representations of the Respondent, Canada (Leaders' Debate 
Commission/Commission des Debates des Chefs) 

Jurisprudence

Rebel News Network Ltd v. Canada (Leaders’ Debates Commission), 2020 
FC 1181. 

Lawton v. Canada (Leaders’ Debates Commission), 2019 FC 1424.

Gordon v. Canada (Minister of National Defence), 2005 FC 335.

Campeau v. Muskowekwan First Nation, 2021 FC 643. 

Catalyst Pharmaceuticals Inc v. Canada (Attorney General), 2020 FC 938. 

R v. Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 2018 SCC 5. 

Rezaee v. Zar et al., 2020 ONSC 3014. 

Thamotharem v. Canada, 2007 FCA 198.

Dr. Q. v. College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia, 2003 SCC 
19. 

Gitxaala Nation v. Canada, 2016 FCA 187.

Canada (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration) v Vavilov, 2019 SCC 65.

Canada RNA Biochemical Inc. v. Canada (Health), 2020 FC 668.

Delta Air Lines Inc v Lukács, 2018 SCC 2.

Canada (Attorney General) v. Sketchley, 2005 FCA 404.

Douglas v Canada (Attorney General), 2014 FC 299.

Re: Sound v. Canadian Association of Broadcasters, 2017 FCA 138.



4

Baker v. Canada (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration), 1999 CanLII 699 
(SCC). 

Sayeed v. Canada (Citizenship and Immigration), 2008 FC 567. 

Doré v. Barreau du Québec, 2012 SCC 12. 

Aryeh-Bain v. Canada (Attorney General), 2019 FC 964. 

Law Society of British Columbia v Trinity Western University, 2018 SCC 32.

Baier v. Alberta, 2007 SCC 31. 

Haig v Canada, 1993 CanLII 58 (SCC). 

Agrium Vanscoy Potash Operations v United Steel Workers Local 7552, 2014 
SKCA 79. 

Francis v. Canada (Citizenship and Immigration), 2012 FC 1141. 

Dunkova v. Canada (Citizenship and Immigration), 2010 FC 1322. 

RJR-MacDonald Inc. v. Canada (Attorney General), 1994 CanLII 117 
(SCC). 

Peavine Metis Settlement v. Whitehead, 2015 ABCA 366.

Benitez v. Canada (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration), 2006 FC 461.

Harper v Canada (Attorney General), 2 SCR 764. 



This is Exhibit “21” to the Affidavit of Michel 
Cormier of Grande-Digue, New Brunswick,

affirmed remotely before me at the Town of 
Newmarket, in the Province of Ontario, on this 
6th day of September, 2021, in accordance with 
O. Reg. 431, 20, Administering Oath or 
Declaration Remotely. 

 __________________________________ 
 A Commissioner, etc. 
 Julie Peacock-Singh 

1578

JPeacockSingh
J. Peacock-Singh


JPeacockSingh
Stamp




9/5/2021 About True North | True North

https://tnc.news/about-true-north/ 1/8

About True North
True North (tnc.news) is a Canadian digital media platform with a conservative editorial
position. Through our journalism, we seek to provide Canadians with fair, accurate,
truthful and fact-based news reports, analysis, investigative reports, podcasts,
interviews and documentaries. True North journalists are professional, independent and
credentialed members of the Independent Press Gallery of Canada. All True North
journalists must pledge to respect and uphold the Principles of Conduct laid out in the
International Federation of Journalists’ Bordeaux Declaration.

Its parent group, True North Centre for Public Policy, is an independent, non-
governmental, non-partisan think tank and public policy organization that conducts
research and investigative journalism on important public issues in Canada, including
but not limited to immigration, integration and national security. It is a registered
Canadian charity.

True North’s Research and
Journalism Fellows

 
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Are vaccine passports suppressing participation
in civic life?
By  Lindsay Shepherd  - September 4, 2021

A handful of provinces have introduced COVID-19 vaccine passports in the

midst of a federal election, which means unvaccinated individuals could be

prevented from fully engaging in our democracy.

True North fellow Lindsay Shepherd has gathered some examples of how we

already see this happening.

We’re asking readers, like you, to make a contribution in

support of True North’s fact-based, independent journalism.

Unlike the mainstream media, True North isn’t getting a

government bailout. Instead, we depend on the generosity

of Canadians like you.

How can a media outlet be trusted to remain neutral and

fair if they’re beneficiaries of a government handout? We

don’t think they can.

This is why independent media in Canada is more

important than ever. If you’re able, please make a

1580

https://tnc.news/author/lindsayshep/
https://drpeterscode.com/bad-bot-exterminator-protects-wordpress-sites-from-hackers-cyber-ddos-dos-attacks.php
https://static.tnc.news/media/2021/09/website-ls-sept4.jpg


9/5/2021 Are vaccine passports suppressing participation in civic life? | True North

https://tnc.news/2021/09/04/are-vaccine-passports-suppressing-participation-in-civic-life/ 2/2

tax-deductible donation to True North today. Thank

you so much.

Lindsay Shepherd

Lindsay holds an M.A. in Cultural Analysis and Social Theory from Wilfrid Laurier University. She has been
published in The Post Millennial, Maclean’s, National Post, Ottawa Citizen, and Quillette.



1581

https://tnc.news/donate/
https://tnc.news/author/lindsayshep/


9/5/2021 Money policy is your job, Justin! | True North

https://tnc.news/2021/08/19/money-policy-is-your-job-justin/ 1/2

Money policy is your job, Justin!
By  Candice Malcolm  - August 19, 2021

On Wednesday, Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau smugly shrugged off a

question about inflation and admitted that he doesn’t think about money

policy. Yes, you read that right — Justin Trudeau doesn’t think about money!

It’s literally his job to think about the fiscal policy of this country.

This is the same guy who racked up hundreds of billions of dollars in debt

over the past five years. In fact, under Trudeau’s watch, Canada’s national

debt currently sits at $1,136,864,100,000.00.

Unsurprisingly, the legacy media is pretending this didn’t happen. They don’t

want Canadians to see how arrogant and clueless Trudeau is.

Candice Malcolm discusses Trudeau’s latest gaffe, why inflation matters and

how the media is treating Trudeau with kid gloves. Tune into The Candice

Malcolm Show.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE CANDICE MALCOLM SHOW

We’re asking readers, like you, to make a contribution in

support of True North’s fact-based, independent journalism.
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Unlike the mainstream media, True North isn’t getting a

government bailout. Instead, we depend on the generosity

of Canadians like you.

How can a media outlet be trusted to remain neutral and

fair if they’re beneficiaries of a government handout? We

don’t think they can.

This is why independent media in Canada is more

important than ever. If you’re able, please make a

tax-deductible donation to True North today. Thank

you so much.

Candice Malcolm

Founder and Editor-In-Chief of True North.

 
 


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FACT CHECK: Media outlets falsely claimed
O’Toole wants to keep Liberal gun ban
By  Cosmin Dzsurdzsa  - September 3, 2021

Several media outlets gave the false impression that Conservative Party

Leader Erin O’Toole wants to maintain the Liberal government’s sweeping

firearms ban.

The claim was spread by both the Canadian Press and Global News following

several statements made by O’Toole during Thursday night’s French-

language leader’s debate which were taken out of context. 

“We will maintain the ban on assault weapons. And we will make sure that

we work with police and we work to make sure there’s a transparent process

to keep people safe and to make sure that we tackle rising gun violence,”

said O’Toole. 

In response, the media interpreted O’Toole’s statements as claiming support

for the Liberal order in council which banned 1,500 types of rifles — used for

hunting and sport shooting — from being owned by law-abiding Canadians. 

However, O’Toole has always been unequivocal about planning to repeal this

order in council. In reality, O’Toole was referencing maintaining a ban on

actual assault weapons, which has been in effect since 1977. 

According to the federal 1977 Criminal Law Amendment Act, fully automatic

weapons and sawed-off shotguns and rifles are banned from possession by
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everyone in Canada except the police and military. 

“We will start by repealing C-71 and the May 2020 Order in Council and

conducting a review of the Firearms Act with participation by law

enforcement, firearms owners, manufacturers, and members of the public,”

the Conservative platform claims. 

“We will then update legislation by introducing a simplified classification

system and codifying it in law so that it is clear what types of firearms fit

into each category and classification decisions can be made quickly, and with

the public and firearms owners having confidence that they are not

arbitrary.”

Additionally, when O’Toole was confronted by Liberal Party Leader Justin

Trudeau on whether he would maintain the gun ban, O’Toole replied in the

negative saying that this was “not the case.” 

Despite this, both outlets published articles with misleading titles like “Erin

O’Toole promises to keep Liberal assault rifle ban, directly contradicting his

own platform” and “Conservative Leader Erin O’Toole vows to keep Liberal

ban on assault-style firearms.” 

We’re asking readers, like you, to make a contribution in

support of True North’s fact-based, independent journalism.

Unlike the mainstream media, True North isn’t getting a

government bailout. Instead, we depend on the generosity

of Canadians like you.

How can a media outlet be trusted to remain neutral and

fair if they’re beneficiaries of a government handout? We

don’t think they can.

This is why independent media in Canada is more

important than ever. If you’re able, please make a

tax-deductible donation to True North today. Thank

you so much.


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Cosmin Dzsurdzsa

Journalist and Senior Research Fellow


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This is Exhibit “22” to the Affidavit of Michel 
Cormier of Grande-Digue, New Brunswick,

affirmed remotely before me at the Town of 
Newmarket, in the Province of Ontario, on this 
6th day of September, 2021, in accordance with 
O. Reg. 431, 20, Administering Oath or 
Declaration Remotely. 

 __________________________________ 
 A Commissioner, etc. 
 Julie Peacock-Singh 
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME MEDIA OUTLET OPTION COUNT

Louis Lacroix 98,5 FM-Cogeco Nouvelles 2 1

Philippe Bonneville 98,5 FM-Cogeco Nouvelles 2 1

Anne-Sophie Thill Agence France Presse 2 1

Geneviève Normand Agence France Presse 3 1

Raphaël Pirro Agence QMI 1 1

Brett Forrester APTN 1 1

Jason Leroux APTN 1 1

John F. Cooke APTN 1 1

Travis Dhanraj CBC News 1 1

Christina Romualdo CBC News 1 1

John Paul Tasker CBC News 1 1

Olivier Hyland CBC News 1 1

Vincent Gosselin CKAJ 92.5 3 1

Josianne Binette

Compagnie d’édition André 

Paquette inc. 2 1

Claude Kazadi Lubatshi CTMT 2 1

Annie Bergeron-Oliver CTV News 1 1

Michel Boyer CTV News 1 1

David Ellis CTV News 1 1

Kevin Gallagher CTV News 1 1

Glen McGregor CTV News 1 1

Ian Mitchell CTV News 1 1

Scott Plante CTV News 1 1

Omar Sachedina CTV News 1 1

Benno Schwinghammer dpa 3 1

Mélanie Tremblay Francopresse 3 1

Justin Ling Freelance 2 1

Michael Gzowski Freelance (most likely AFP) 1 1

Abigail Bimman   Global News 1 1

David Baxter   Global News 1 1

Luigi Della Penta                                                       Global News 1 1

Ian Bailey Globe and Mail 1 1

Marieke Walsh Globe and Mail 1 1

Kristy Kirkup Globe and Mail 1 1

Lina Dib La Presse Canadienne 1 1

Catherine Lévesque La Presse Canadienne 1 1

Mylène Crête Le Devoir 2 1

Boris Proulx Le Devoir 1 1

Ludovic Hirtzmann Le Figaro 3 1

Tomos Lewis MONOCLE 3 1

Jean-Michel Clermont-Goulet Narcity Media 2 1

Christopher Nardi National Post 1 1

Ryan Tumilty National Post  1 1

Audrey Ruel-Manseau Noovo 2 1

Carlo Ciambella Noovo 1 1

Andy Blatchford Politico 1 1

French Language Debate - Approved In-Person Attendance Applications
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Zi-Ann Lum Politico 1 1

Nick Taylor-Vaisey Politico 1 1

Sébastien Desrosiers Radio-Canada 1 1

Jean-Sébastien Cloutier Radio-Canada 2 1

Madeleine Blais-Morin Radio-Canada 1 1

Thierry Laflamme Radio-Canada 1 1

Louis Blouin Radio-Canada 1 1

Benoit Roussel Radio-Canada 1 1

David Richard Radio-Canada 1 1

Maan Alhmidi The Canadian Press 1 1

Jenna Cocullo The Wire Report 1 1

Andrew Lawton True North 3 1

Pierre Parent TVA 1 1

Olivier Ferron-Boissé TVA 1 1

Raymond Filion TVA 1 1

Vũ Quang Thịnh Vietnam News Agency 1 1

Dylan Robertson Winnipeg Free Press 1 1
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME MEDIA OUTLET OPTION COUNT

Michel Comte Agence France Presse 1 1

Kait Bolongaro Bloomberg 1 1

Sean Michael Globe and Mail 3 1

Charlie Pinkerton iPolitics 1 1

Janet Silver iPolitics 1 1

Jeff Labine iPolitics 1 1

Rachel Emmanuel iPolitics 1 1

Aidan Chamandy iPolitics 1 1

Kady O'Malley iPolitics 1 1

Pascal Gaxet Journal Métro 3 1

Lela Savic La Converse 2 1

Christelle Saint-Julien La Converse 2 1

Catherine Charron Les Affaires 2 1

Marie-Pier Frappier Les Affaires 2 1

Olivier Demers L'Exilé 2 1

Philippe-Vincent Foisy QUB Radio 1 1

Lee Berthiaume The Canadian Press 1 1

Stephanie Taylor The Canadian Press 1 1

Terry Pedwell The Canadian Press 1 1

Joanna Smith The Canadian Press 1 1

Mike Blanchfield The Canadian Press 1 1

Jordan Press The Canadian Press 1 1

Laura Dhillon Kane The Canadian Press 1 1

Joan Bryden The Canadian Press 1 1

Mia Rabson The Canadian Press 1 1

Christopher Reynolds The Canadian Press 1 1

Jim Bronskill The Canadian Press 1 1

Neil Moss The Hill Times 1 1

Mike  Lapointe The Hill Times 1 1

Samantha Wright Allen The Hill Times 1 1

Tonda MacCharles Toronto Star 1 1

Kim Mackrael Wall Street Journal 1 1

French Language Debate - Approved Virtual Attendance Applications
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME MEDIA OUTLET OPTION 1, 2, 3 COUNT

Louis Lacroix 98,5 FM-Cogeco Nouvelles 2 1

Philippe Bonneville 98,5 FM-Cogeco Nouvelles 2 1

Anne-Sophie Thill Agence France Presse 2 1

Geneviève Normand Agence France-Presse 3 1

Raphaël Pirro Agence QMI 1 1

Brett Forrester APTN 1 1

Jason Leroux APTN 1 1

John F. Cooke APTN 1 1

Travis Dhanraj CBC News 1 1

Christina Romualdo CBC News 1 1

David Cochrane CBC News 1 1

Evan Dyer CBC News 1 1

Olivia Stefanovich CBC News 1 1

Christian Patry CBC News 1 1

Olivier Hyland CBC News 1 1

Xiao Li CityNews 1 1

Vincent Gosselin CKAJ 92.5 3 1

Paula Newton CNN 1 1

Annie Bergeron-Oliver CTV News 1 1

Michel Boyer CTV News 1 1

David Ellis CTV News 1 1

Kevin Gallagher CTV News 1 1

Glen McGregor CTV News 1 1

Ian Mitchell CTV News 1 1

Scott Plante CTV News 1 1

Omar Sachedina CTV News 1 1

Benno Schwinghammer dpa 3 1

Althia Raj Freelance 1 1

Justin Ling Freelance 2 1

Michael Gzowski Freelance (most likely AFP) 1 1

Abigail Bimman   Global News 1 1

David Baxter   Global News 1 1

Luigi Della Penta                                                       Global News 1 1

Ian Bailey Globe and Mail 1 1

Marieke Walsh Globe and Mail 1 1

Kristy Kirkup Globe and Mail 1 1

Jeff Labine iPolitics 1 1

Janet Silver iPolitics 1 1

Catherine Lévesque La Presse Canadienne 1 1

Lina Dib La Presse Canadienne 1 1

Mylène Crête Le Devoir 2 1

Boris Proulx Le Devoir 1 1

Shannon Proudfoot  Maclean's 1 1

Tomos Lewis MONOCLE 3 1

Ryan Tumilty National Post 1 1

Andy Blatchford Politico 1 1

Zi-Ann  Lum Politico 1 1

Nick Taylor-Vaisey Politico 1 1

Sébastien Desrosiers Radio-Canada 2 1

English Language Debate - Approved In-Person Attendance Applications

1591



Jean-Sébastien Cloutier Radio-Canada 1 1

Madeleine Blais-Morin Radio-Canada 1 1

Thierry  Laflamme Radio-Canada 1 1

Louis Blouin Radio-Canada 1 1

Benoit Roussel Radio-Canada 1 1

David Richard Radio-Canada 1 1

Jordan Press The Canadian Press 1 1

Benjamin Steven The Charlatan 3 1

Neil Moss The Hill Times 1 1

Mike Lapointe The Hill Times 1 1

Murad Hemmadi  The Logic 1 1

David Reevely The Logic 1 1

Jenna Cocullo The Wire Report 1 1

Andrew Lawton True North 3 1

John Bradley TVA 1 1

Olivier Ferron-Boissé TVA 1 1

Raymond Filion TVA 1 1

Vũ Quang Thịnh Vietnam News Agency 1 1

Dylan Robertson Winnipeg Free Press 1 1

1592



FIRST NAME LAST NAME MEDIA OUTLET OPTION COUNT

Michel Comte Agence France Presse 1 1

Surjit Singh Flora

Asia Metro News 

Magazine 3 1

Kait Bolongaro Bloomberg 1 1

Ryan O’Dowd Burlington Gazette 2 1

Mélanie Tremblay Francopresse 3 1

Sean Michael Globe and Mail 3 1

Tessie Sanci Hill Times Research 1 1

Charlie Pinkerton iPolitics 1 1

Rachel Emmanuel  iPolitics 1 1

Aidan Chamandy iPolitics 1 1

Kady O'Malley iPolitics 1 1

Marie-Pier Frappier Les Affaires 2 1

Stuart Benson Low Down to Hull and Back News 3 1

John Woodside National Observer 1 1

Christopher Nardi National Post 1 1

Palak  Mangat Parliament Today 1 1

Stephanie   Taylor The Canadian Press 1 1

Lee Berthiaume The Canadian Press 1 1

Terry Pedwell The Canadian Press 1 1

Mike Blanchfield The Canadian Press 1 1

Joanna Smith The Canadian Press 1 1

Mia Rabson The Canadian Press 1 1

Maan Alhmidi The Canadian Press 1 1

Christopher Reynolds The Canadian Press 1 1

Jim Bronskill The Canadian Press 1 1

Joan Bryden The Canadian Press 1 1

Laura Dhillon Kane The Canadian Press 1 1

Samantha Wright Allen The Hill Times 1 1

Stephen Jeffery The Lobby Monitor 1 1

Tonda MacCharles Toronto Star 1 1

Thi Huong Giang Vu Vietnam News Agency 1 1

Kim Mackrael Wall Street Journal 1 1

English Language Debate - Approved Virtual Attendance Applications
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This is Exhibit “23” to the Affidavit of Michel 
Cormier of Grande-Digue, New Brunswick,

affirmed remotely before me at the Town of 
Newmarket, in the Province of Ontario, on this 
6th day of September, 2021, in accordance with 
O. Reg. 431, 20, Administering Oath or 
Declaration Remotely. 

 __________________________________ 
 A Commissioner, etc. 
 Julie Peacock-Singh 
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Debates Commission crafts rules to keep
Rebel News out
By Rebel News 
 August 18, 2021
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(https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus)
BY REBEL NEWS

Watch full-length, in-depth, TV-style shows from your
favorite Rebel reporters
(https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus)

 Remove Ads (rebel_news_plus)

It's happening again: the Leaders' Debates Commission is trying to keep Rebel News from

asking questions on behalf of our audience. Last time, in 2019, Rebel News, along with

True North's Andrew Lawton, had to obtain a court order

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/rebel-media-true-north-federal-election-debate-

2019-1.5312172) to successfully be granted access into the debates.

SUBSCRIBE TO REBELNEWS+
(HTTPS://WWW.REBELNEWS.COM/REBEL_NEWS_PLUS)

1596

https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus
https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus
https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/rebel-media-true-north-federal-election-debate-2019-1.5312172
https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus


9/6/2021 Debates Commission crafts rules to keep Rebel News out - Rebel News

https://www.rebelnews.com/debates_comission_crafts_rules_to_keep_rebel_news_out 3/11

Well, this time the Debates Commission has specifically crafted rules

(https://www.debates-debats.ca/en/media-accreditation/44/) that very obviously

target Rebel News.

On last night's edition

(https://www.rebelnews.com/ezra_levant_show_august_17_2021) of The Ezra Levant

Show (https://www.rebelnews.com/the_ezra_levant_show), Ezra looked at how this

hypocritical rule could apply to almost every news agency, and yet is only selectively

enforced on Canada's largest independent media company.

After pointing to a number of accredited journalists and outlets that would violate these

same rules, Ezra said:

Now I'm not sure why opinion journalists should be excluded from the elections at all,

anyway. Why would that make sense? Opinion journalism is, obviously, a form of

journalism.

It's just weird, it would obviously keep out half of the journalists on Parliament Hill. So

they exempt them all by saying if you're already in Trudeau's press gallery, you're fine.

Even foreign state broadcasters.

But if you're not already on Trudeau's friends list, you're not allowed to have editorial

opinions, and just in case that doesn't stop us, you're not allowed to be involved with

someone who uses crowdfunding to help poor people afford civil liberties lawyers

because... reasons?

There's only one reason here: they're afraid of being asked real questions, and so

they've tried to draft this in a way to ban Rebel News and Rebel News only.

Thanks to our RealReporters.ca

(https://www.rebelnews.com/real_canada_election_reporters_donation) supporters, R

ebel News is offering all of our paywalled content

(https://www.rebelnews.com/real_canada_election_reporters_donation) — including

tonight's Ezra Levant Show — for FREE during the election! Go to RebelNewsPlus.com

(https://www.rebelnews.com/rebel_news_plus) and sign up with code ELECTION to get

free access until September 20.
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