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St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, September 8, 2021 

PRESENT: The Honourable Madam Justice Heneghan 

 

BETWEEN: 

REBEL NEWS NETWORK LTD. 

Applicant 

and 

CANADA (LEADERS’ DEBATES 

COMMISSION/COMMISSION DES DÉBATS 

DES CHEFS) and THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL OF CANADA 

Respondents 

CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE RECORD 

Upon receipt of correspondence on September 8, 2021 from Counsel for Rebel News 

Network Ltd. (the “Applicant”) and Counsel for the Canada (Leaders’ Debates Commission / 

Commission des Débats des Chefs) (the “Commission” or the “First Respondent”), concerning 

the Commission’s requirements for COVID-19 tests, as a condition for the attendance of Ms. 

Alexandra Lavoie at the French language Debate on Wednesday, September 8, 2021, a 
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teleconference was convened with Counsel for these parties, as well as Counsel for the Attorney 

General of Canada (the “Attorney General” or the “Second Respondent”).  

By the time the teleconference began, matters had been largely resolved.  

Ms. Lavoie had been tested as per the requirements set out in the Commission’s COVID-

19 policy. Although that policy, as posted on the website, erroneously provides “Date modified: 

September 2, 2019”, the policy itself refers to testing requirements for the 2021 leaders’ Debates 

scheduled for September 8 and 9, 2021. 

Counsel for the Applicant advised that Ms. Lavoie has received the necessary testing. 

Counsel for the Commission advised that the test results had been reviewed and accepted by the 

Commission.  

Counsel for the Applicant expressed some concerns about the process to be followed for 

the post-Debate scrum, both for the journalist attending in person and those participating 

virtually.  

Counsel for the Commission advised that the scrum process would be orderly, with 

journalists called to the microphone, either in person or over the phone; that the process to be 

followed this year will be the same as that used for the Debates in 2019.  

Although Counsel for the Applicant expressed some fears of interference with the 

participation of the Applicant’s journalists, no evidence was presented to ground those fears.  
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No undertakings were requested nor offered by Counsel for any of the parties, but on the 

basis of their comments, I see no reason to expect any interference with the participation of the 

Applicant’s journalists in the Debate scrum process, either in person or virtually.  

The Order issued earlier today directed to the Commission is:  

[T]o grant Rebel News Network Ltd. the media accreditation required to permit 1 

journalist to participate in person and 10 journalists to participate virtually, as per 

the other media organizations, at the Federal Leaders’ Debates taking place on 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 in the French language and Thursday, September 

9, 2021 in the English language.  

The Order is clear. The Commission has accepted the test results for Ms. Lavoie. The 

scrum process will proceed.  

 

“E. Heneghan” 

Judge 


