
 
 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

B E T W E E N :  
 

DAVID MENZIES 
 

Plaintiff 
 

-and- 
 

 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA, 
JOHN DOE OFFICER #1, JOHN DOE OFFICER #2, and JOHN DOE OFFICER #3 

 
Defendants 

 

STATEMENT OF CLAIM  

TO THE DEFENDANTS: 

A LEGAL PROCEEDING HAS BEEN COMMENCED AGAINST YOU by the 
Plaintiff.  The claim made against you is set out in the following pages. 

IF YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, you or an Ontario lawyer acting 
for you must prepare a statement of defence in Form 18A prescribed by the Rules of Civil 
Procedure, serve it on the Plaintiff’s lawyer or, where the Plaintiff does not have a lawyer, serve 
it on the Plaintiff, and file it, with proof of service, in this court office, WITHIN TWENTY DAYS 
after this statement of claim is served on you, if you are served in Ontario. 

If you are served in another province or territory of Canada or in the United States of America, the 
period for serving and filing your statement of defence is forty days.  If you are served outside 
Canada and the United States of America, the period is sixty days. 

Instead of serving and filing a statement of defence, you may serve and file a notice of intent to 
defend in Form 18B prescribed by the Rules of Civil Procedure.  This will entitle you to ten more 
days within which to serve and file your statement of defence. 

IF YOU FAIL TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, JUDGMENT MAY BE GIVEN 
AGAINST YOU IN YOUR ABSENCE AND WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU.  IF 
YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING BUT ARE UNABLE TO PAY LEGAL 
FEES, LEGAL AID MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU BY CONTACTING A LOCAL 
LEGAL AID OFFICE. 
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IF YOU PAY THE PLAINTIFF’S CLAIM, and $5,000.00 for costs, within the time for 
serving and filing your statement of defence, you may move to have this proceeding dismissed by 
the court.  If you believe the amount claimed for costs is excessive, you may pay the Plaintiff’s 
claim and $400 for costs and have the costs assessed by the court. 

TAKE NOTICE: THIS ACTION WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE DISMISSED if it 
has not been set down for trial or terminated by any means within five years after the action was 
commenced unless otherwise ordered by the court 

 

 
Date:  ___________________________  Issued by:  ___________________________  

   
 Address of  

court office:
  

Local registrar 
330 University Avenue, 8th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5G 1R7 
 
 
 

 
TO:  
 
 
 
AND TO: 
 
 
 
 
AND TO: 
 
 
 
AND TO: 
 
 
 
AND TO: 
 
 
 
 
 

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 
73 Leikin Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0R2 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA 
Department of Justice Canada 
120 Adelaide Street West, Suite 400  
Toronto, ON M5H 1T1 
 
JOHN DOE OFFICER #1 
73 Leikin Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0R2 
 
JOHN DOE OFFICER #2 
73 Leikin Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0R2 
 
JOHN DOE OFFICER #3 
73 Leikin Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0R2 
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THIS ACTION IS BROUGHT AGAINST YOU UNDER THE SIMPLIFIED 
PROCEDURE PROVIDED IN RULE 76 OF THE RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

 

CLAIM 

1. The Plaintiff, David Menzies (“Mr. Menzies”) claims against the Defendants, jointly and 

severally, for the following: 

(a) damages in the amount of $50,000 comprised of general damages, special damages, 
aggravated and/or punitive damages, and damages pursuant to section 24(1) of the 
Charter; 

(b) pre-judgment and post-judgment interest in accordance with sections 128 and 129 
of the Courts of Justice Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. C.43, as amended; 

(c) costs of this action on a substantial indemnity basis; and 

(d) such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may deem just. 

THE PARTIES 

David Menzies and Rebel News 

2. Mr. Menzies is an individual residing in the Province of Ontario. He is a veteran 

broadcaster, journalist, correspondent, and political commentator with Rebel News Network Ltd. 

(“Rebel News”) — a federal company carrying on business as a popular, independent online news 

and media company operating across Canada. At the material time, Mr. Menzies was acting in his 

capacity as a Canadian citizen and member of the public, as well as in his capacity as a broadcaster, 

journalist, correspondent and commentator with Rebel News.  

3. Mr. Menzies is a 30-year, veteran reporter with a Ryerson journalism degree, who has 

reported on-the-ground across Canada and internationally on issues affecting Canadians. Mr. 

Electronically issued / Délivré par voie électronique : 16-Dec-2021        Court File No./N° du dossier du greffe:  CV-21-00673847-0000



- 4 - 

Menzies has written for, inter alia, the National Post, the Toronto Sun, Maclean’s, NUVO, 

Saturday Night, Western Standard, Canadian Business, Profit, and Marketing Magazine. He was 

also a host and regular contributor for Sun News Network, CHCH-TV, CTS-TV, and AM640. 

4. Rebel News is a prominent, tireless advocate for press freedom in Canada. Rebel News 

journalists and commentators often take strong editorial positions on important public issues 

affecting Canadians, and convey those positions through different media, including on websites 

(http://www.RebelNews.com), podcasts, YouTube videos and ads, print media, paperback books, 

e-books, radio ads, and billboards.  

5. Rebel News’ YouTube channel has over 1.5 million subscribers, making it one of the most-

watched Canadian news channels on YouTube. Rebel News’ website has nearly 11.5 million 

yearly users, 27 million yearly sessions, and 45 million yearly pageviews. 

6. Rebel News has been granted media accreditation by governments in Canada and around 

the world, including Alberta, the United States (both the White House and Congress), the United 

Kingdom, the European Union, Sweden, the Netherlands, Israel, Poland, and India. Rebel News 

has also been granted accreditation in partly-free countries such as Iraq and Morocco.  

7. Mr. Menzies is a member of the Independent Press Gallery of Canada. 

The Defendants 

8. The Defendant, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (“RCMP”) is a federal law 

enforcement agency constituted pursuant to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Act, R.S.C., 

1985, c. R-10. The RCMP's National Division Protective Operations provides domestic and 

international protective services to the Prime Minister and the Governor General. The Prime 
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Minister Protection Detail is responsible for ensuring the protection of the Prime Minister in 

Canada and abroad, and protecting the official residences. 

9. The Plaintiff pleads that the RCMP is obliged (by statute and otherwise by common law) 

to provide police services in a manner that safeguards the fundamental rights guaranteed by the 

Charter and in a fashion that ensures that its members conduct themselves lawfully in the 

execution or purported execution of their duties. 

10. The RCMP employed various officers at the material time, including the unidentified 

individual defendants, and is therefore vicariously liable for the acts, omissions, and unlawful 

conduct of the officers and other RCMP personnel referenced herein. 

11. The Defendant, John Doe Officer #1, is an RCMP officer that was at the material time 

employed by the RCMP, and was working on active duty on or about December 9, 2021 at or near 

Brickworks Ciderhouse restaurant, located at 709 Queen Street East in Toronto, Ontario 

(“Brickworks”), at approximately 8:30pm. 

12. The Defendant, John Doe Officer #2, is an RCMP officer that was at the material time 

employed by the RCMP, and was working on active duty on or about December 9, 2021 at or near 

Brickworks at approximately 8:30pm. 

13. The Defendant, John Doe Officer #3, is an RCMP officer that was at the material time 

employed by the RCMP, and was working on active duty on or about December 9, 2021 at or near 

Brickworks at approximately 8:30pm. 
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NON GRATA: THE TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT’S ANIMUS TOWARDS REBEL NEWS 

Rebel News’ Critical Coverage of Federal Politics 

14. Rebel News is an independent media organization. It does not accept government money, 

unlike many of its competitors. It views this is as the only way to retain its freedom of expression 

and strong editorial independence. For this reason, Rebel News is one of the few Canadian media 

outlets having the power, freedom, and will to meaningfully challenge government figures and 

policies and the political views presented in Canada’s legacy media. 

15. Rebel News is a long-time critic of the Prime Minister of Canada, the Right Honourable 

Justin Trudeau (the “Prime Minister”), his associates and government, and the Liberal Party of 

Canada. It has risen to the challenges associated with seeking accountability and transparency from 

the Prime Minister’s government — a responsibility it views Canada’s legacy media as having 

failed or neglected. Rebel News has released bestselling books critical of these parties, including 

The Libranos: What the media won’t tell you about Justin Trudeau’s corruption. 

The Treatment of Rebel News 

16. Despite a stated commitment to free press, the Prime Minster and his government have 

previously interfered with, and publicly denounced, censured, and singled out for contempt, Rebel 

News and its journalists in the course of their efforts to report on Canadian public affairs. The 

Prime Minister and his government have engaged in a pattern of demonization of Rebel News and 

its staff, creating a culture of contempt and hostility within the federal government towards Rebel 

News. 

17. The Trudeau government has taken steps to deny and prevent Rebel News media 
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accreditation and access, including, inter alia, with the Canadian Parliamentary Press Gallery, at 

the two most recent Federal Leaders’ Debates, and at international conferences. It has repeatedly 

denounced Rebel News in public settings, including the House of Commons, and its security 

forces, including members of the RCMP, have physically removed Rebel News journalists from 

press events. 

THE UNLAWFUL CONDUCT 

18. It is within this context that, on or about December 9, 2021, Mr. Menzies attended public 

property near Brickworks. The purpose of Menzies’ attendance was to interview the Prime 

Minister, who was scheduled to attend a function at Brickworks. 

19. While Mr. Menzies prepared for the Prime Minister’s arrival at Brickworks on public 

property, several RCMP officers (John Doe Officer #1, John Doe Officer #2 and John Doe Officer 

#3 and collectively, the “RCMP Officers”), intentionally surrounded, detained, totally confined, 

physically assaulted and battered, and knocked over Mr. Menzies, and prevented Mr. Menzies 

from interacting with the Prime Minister, all without provocation, warning, or reasonable grounds 

and against Mr. Menzies’ will (the “Unlawful Conduct”). 

20. Mr. Menzies states and the fact is that the RCMP Officers had no reasonable grounds or 

lawful justification for the Unlawful Conduct. 

21. Mr. Menzies states and the fact is that the Unlawful Conduct of the RCMP Officers was 

malicious and an abuse of their authority as peace officers. 

22. Mr. Menzies further pleads that the RCMP Officers used excessive, disproportionate and 

unauthorized force, and that the Unlawful Conduct was completely unnecessary in all the 
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circumstances of the case. 

23. Mr. Menzies pleads that in all the circumstances, the Unlawful Conduct constitutes the 

torts of assault, battery, false arrest, and false imprisonment, of an aggravated nature. Further, Mr. 

Menzies pleads that the Unlawful Conduct constitutes violations of Mr. Menzies’ section 7, 9, and 

10 Charter rights. 

24. Mr. Menzies further pleads that the Unlawful Conduct, and damages that flow from same, 

were caused or materially contributed to by the negligence and breach of duty of the RCMP in 

failing to properly recruit, employ, supervise, and train competent staff. Further particulars of the 

RCMP’s negligence will be provided prior to Trial. 

25. Further, the public and private statements, sentiments, actions, and positions of the Prime 

Minister, his associates, and staff, regarding Rebel News, were careless, reckless and/or deliberate, 

and it was reasonably foreseeable and did in fact, inspire and lead to a culture of aggression and 

recklessness among the RCMP Officers in their handling of "all matters Rebel", including their 

unwarranted and unlawful detention, assault, and use of excessive force against Mr. Menzies on 

December 9, 2021. 

DAMAGES 

26. Mr. Menzies pleads that he has sustained injury and damage to his person and dignity as a 

result of the tortious conduct of the Defendants, particulars of which will be provided prior to Trial. 

Mr. Menzies pleads in the alternative that damages are “at-large”. 

27. Mr. Menzies pleads that given the role and strength of the RCMP vis-à-vis citizens and 

members of the public, members of the RCMP engaging acts in the nature of the Unlawful Conduct 
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are particularly blameworthy such that aggravated and/or punitive damages are warranted. 

28. Mr. Menzies pleads that the Defendants’ conduct should be denunciated and deterred. 

RELIANCE ON STATUTES 

29. The Plaintiffs plead and rely on, inter alia, the following statutes and regulations:  

(a) Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Part I of the Constitution Act, 1982; 

(b) Royal Canadian Mounted Police Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. R-10;  

(c) Crown Liability and Proceedings Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. C-50; and 

(d) Negligence Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.N. 1. 

30. Mr. Menzies proposes that this action be tried in Toronto. 

 

December 16, 2021 RE-LAW LLP 
Barristers and Solicitors 
1118 Centre St. Suite 207 
Vaughan, ON L4J 7R9  
 
David Elmaleh  
LSO #62171I 
Tel: 416-398-9839 
delmaleh@relawllp.ca  
 
Aaron Rosenberg  
LSO #71043B  
Tel: 416-789-4984 
Fax: 416-429-2016 
arosenberg@relawllp.ca  

Lawyers for the Plaintiffs 
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