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Through the Budget Estimates 
process and by undertaking my own 
research I was able find out the true 
extent of the Government’s cash grab 
as it flogs off everything in Newcastle 
that isn’t nailed down.

This has included the former 
Newcastle courthouse, the old Roads 
and Traffic Authority building on Darby 
Street, and $60 million of land on 
Honeysuckle Drive. They have also 
put the final remaining piece of the 
heavy rail corridor on the market – 

the same heavy rail corridor that 
the Government promised in 2012 
that it would not sell.

Combined with the privatisation 
of the Port of Newcastle, over the 
last few years this Government has 
reaped over $2 billion from our city. 
Meanwhile, we have local services 
who are crying out for funding, 
such as Jenny’s Place Domestic 
Violence Resource Centre, being 
denied.

With tens of millions of dollars 
worth of land earmarked for future 
sale around Honeysuckle and the 
rail corridor, the Government must 
ensure these funds are invested back 
into Newcastle where they belong.

These sales are a one-off sugar hit 
to the Government’s bottom line. 
When these assets are gone they’re 
gone for good.

I’ll keep fighting to ensure we receive 
our fair share.

GOVERNMENT’S SENSATIONAL

LAND SELL-OFF

SOLD

Data obtained by Labor has revealed that over $418 million of Government land and property 
has been sold off in Newcastle since the Liberals and Nationals came to power in 2011.

Rail corridor sold to adjoining development.Government offices sold to developers.

SOLD



Radio station Hit 106.9 held a Lip 

Sync Battle in partnership with Got 

Your Back Sista, raising awareness 

that domestic and family violence is 

still a very real and very big issue in our 

community. NBN Weatherman Gavin 

Morris, former Bachelor contestant 

Elly Miles and myself faced off against 

Hit’s three breakfast hosts, Simon 

Baggs, Jess Farchione and Nick Gill.

Backed up by 14 very talented 

dancers from the Hunter School of 

the Performing Arts, I battled with the 

Queen classic ‘We Will Rock You’.

Although we were pipped at the post 

by Jess, these students and HSPA’s 

Jo Gray, Hayley Vimpani and Penny 

Fleming went above and beyond to 

help me out. I am very appreciative.

All the performances were fantastic, 
but congratulations go to Gavin Morris 
who was the evening’s winner.

To say I was out of my comfort zone is 
an understatement, but that is nothing 
compared to the discomfort victims 
and survivors of domestic and family 
violence can face on a day-to-day 
basis. I would do this again and again 
if it means making a difference.

For me it began on a high and with 

great pride, with the wonderful people 

of Newcastle returning me to this 

position for my second full term with a 

swing of over 10 per cent. I don’t take 

this for granted. Novocastrians have 

put their trust in me to stand up for 

them in Parliament and fight for them 

every step of the way.

This year there have some very big 

issues in Newcastle and very big 

debates in Parliament, and I have used 

every opportunity to raise my voice.

From the erosion catastrophe at 

Stockton Beach and the lack of 

active transport planning in the CBD, 

to the offshoring of manufacturing 

contracts and the battle to properly 

fund our local services, I have left 

no stone unturned when it comes to 

representing our community.

I’ve put up a lot of fights this year. 

Some you win, some you don’t. There 

are three years left in this term and 

many more fights to come, and there is 

one thing that I promise the people of 

Newcastle. I will not stop fighting.

Now, I’m off to enjoy the holidays with 

my family and spend a bit of time on 

the surfboard. I wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and all 

the best for the new year.

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle
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In November I swapped my usual suit and tie and channelled my inner Freddie Mercury for a very 
good cause.

LIP SYNC BATTLE TO STAND AGAINST 
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE

THAT’S A WRAP
The first year of a new term of Parliament has come to an end, and what a year it has been!



20 years ago Brian started monthly lunches which came to 
be known as C.O.M.A.G (Company of Mature Age Gays), 
a support group to combat isolation in their community. It 
may sound simple, but Brian has been a wonderful positive 
influence and many people are very thankful.

The Community Service Award recognises individuals who 
have substantially helped to improve the quality of life for 
members of their community. I am entitled to present two 
awards each year, so if you know someone who is worthy 
of nomination get in touch with my office.
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Asha Funk was recognised for 
representing NSW at the Australian 

National Football Championship.

Federal Member for Newcastle Sharon 
Claydon and I were treated to a tour of 

Gordon Rowland’s Carrington native garden.

City of Newcastle RSL 
Sub-branch coordinated a solemn 

Remembrance Day service.

The Clontarf Foundation have introduced a 
fantastic mentoring program for indigenous 

youth at Newcastle High School.

The Kids Foundation, Uniting Lindsay 
Gardens and Hamilton Community 

Pre-School have launched the 
‘Adopt a Grand Buddy’ program.

Fantastic to celebrate with local 
students as they graduated from a 

mentoring program with the YWCA.

OUT & ABOUT WITH TIM

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Last month it was my pleasure to present 
Brian Ashton with a Community Service 
Award for his commitment to supporting 
Newcastle’s older gay community. 



COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER | NEWCASTLE 4

The announcement came less than 
three months after NSW Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian stated she wanted 
to make New South Wales the 
“manufacturing capital of Australia”.

This time new Sydney ferries will be 
sourced from China and Indonesia, 
which comes on top of the billions 
of dollars this Government has 
already spent on contracts including 
buses from Malaysia, Metro trains 
from India and light rail vehicles 
from France and Spain.

Opposition Leader Jodi McKay and 
Deputy Opposition Leader Yasmin 
Catley joined me outside Thales 

shipbuilders in Carrington to call 
out this hypocrisy and highlight 
what a blow this is to our city.

Not only does Newcastle have a 
proud manufacturing history, it has 
a proud shipbuilding history. In fact, 
there are ferries in service in Sydney 
right now that were built in the Hunter 
– Carrington Slipways built the First 
Fleet-class in the mid-1980s which 
operate around the eastern suburbs, 
inner harbour and Taronga Zoo.

Yet again this Government has 
ignored local skills, local jobs and 
our local economy.

The Opposition secured a win for operators of music festivals by amending a Government Bill to 
include appropriate industry consultation.

In October the Government announced it had sent yet another 
manufacturing contract overseas, once again turning its back 
on local manufacturing and jobs.

WIN FOR LABOR IN MUSIC FESTIVALS LEGISLATION

LIBERALS OFFSHORE ANOTHER 
MANUFACTURING CONTRACT

Meeting with union and shipbuilding 
industry representatives in Carrington.

Representatives from music festivals gathered at Parliament House ahead of the vote.

In its original form the Music Festivals 
Bill 2019 sought to make a series 
of legislative changes to the way 
that music festivals operate without 
undertaking a proper consultation 
process with the festivals themselves.

Labor sought to have a Music Festival 
Roundtable established, which would 
meet at least four times each year 
and contain an equal number of 
government and industry members. 
Its tasks include growing the industry, 
supporting safety at festivals and 
reviewing evidence and regulation to 
ensure it is operating effectively.

Several festivals, including Splendour 
in the Grass and Falls Festival, had 
indicated they would take their events 
away from New South Wales if a 

roundtable did not occur. The music 
festival industry is worth $100 million 
nationally. Over half of that revenue is 
generated in New South Wales.

Ensuring music festivals are safe 
environments is always going to be a 
priority, but sweeping legislative changes 
without having a real conversation with 
the industry is not the way to do it.
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The document also revealed that 
another safety audit had been 
conducted prior to the opening of the 
light rail which identified several areas 
of high risk, including at the extremely 
problematic intersection of Scott and 
Pacific Streets.

Sadly, the findings of the latest audit 
were of no surprise. The litany of 
cyclist accidents along the route has 
been well documented. What was a 
surprise, though, was learning that 
the Government already knew this.

It is absolutely disgraceful that there 

was a known safety risk to cyclists 

and very little was done. 

Now, the solution has been to ban 

cyclists from the mixed-running section 

of the route – a stark admission that there 

was a complete failure to plan for active 

transport as part of the light rail project.

This was their mistake, and I have now 

called on the Government to not only 

identify a safe east-west route for cyclists, 

but also fund and build it as a priority.

CBD CYCLEWAYS OFFICIALLY 
UNSAFE FOR CYCLISTS
A recent audit of Newcastle’s light rail route found that it 
contains “intolerable” risks for cyclists, something I and the 
community had been saying all along.

As a result of significant pressure from 
myself, my colleagues and Stockton 
residents, we were finally able to bring 
Government Ministers to Stockton to 
see this crisis first-hand, something we 
had all been seeking for a long time.

Through questioning in Parliament we’ve 
been able to identify that the Deputy Premier 
can call for tenders for offshore sand.

Newcastle council has received grants 
to fund short and medium-term works 
and most recently received funding to 
place sand on the beach ahead of the 
summer holidays. While this is a short-
term solution, I am eagerly awaiting the 
Minister’s announcement regarding a 
long-term solution that she committed 
would be identified by the end of the year.

The work continues to address the devastating erosion of Stockton Beach, with the Government now 
showing signs of progress.

NO GIVING UP IN FIGHT TO 
SAVE STOCKTON BEACH
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In October my team and I took part in suicide risk training with 
Lifeline Hunter Central Coast.

The Victims of Crime Assistance League has just celebrated 
30 years of advocacy for and support of people who have been 
harmed by crime across the state.

We were fortunate to have Rob and 
Nicole present safeTALK to us. This is 
a program that teaches how we can 
be alert to suicide as a risk to people’s 
live and how we can respond when 
we detect that risk arising.

Suicide is the leading cause of death 
for Australians aged between 15 and 
44, and for men it occurs at three 
times the rate than for women.

Sometimes it can be hard to know 

when people are at risk of suicide, or 
when they may be trying to reach out. 
Through safeTALK we learned about 
some of the verbal and physical cues 
they may give and what we can do to 
ensure their safety.

Lifeline Hunter Central Coast conduct 
safeTALK presentations for free. For 
more information call 4940 2000. If 
you need help Lifeline’s 24-hour crisis 
support can be contacted on 13 11 14.

Based on Hunter Street, VOCAL was 
founded by Dawn Gilbert in 1989 and 
provides emotional support and court 
support, and also provides practical help 
in terms of navigating the processes of 
seeking services including counselling, 
police reporting and home security.

VOCAL has also lobbied for many causes 
over its time, including amendments 
to the High Risk Offenders Act, the 
strengthening of child sexual abuse laws 
in NSW and increased education around 
safe and respectful sexual relationships.

VOCAL’s positive impact on many 
thousands of lives cannot be quantified. 
Systematic change would not happen 
without VOCAL, amongst other groups, 
standing up and speaking for those 
who are unable to do so for themselves, 
while their provision of support to victims 
of crime and their families is second to 
none and sincerely appreciated.

Well done to VOCAL for an outstanding 
30 years of work.
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Keep in touch with Tim and 
find out what’s happening 
across Newcastle.

CONTACT TIM
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LEARNING HOW TO SAFETALK

VOCAL CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

Wendy and Kerrie from VOCAL.


