
 A Tangara train in service in Sydney last month.

Those were the words of our Premier 
at a press conference when she was 
questioned on her Government’s overseas 
procurement of trains. The question came 
just after their next fail was revealed – the 
first of a $1.3 billion order of new ferries 
from Indonesia had arrived with asbestos 
in the gaskets, and were too tall to 
navigate under bridges on the Parramatta 
River without moving passengers to a 
lower deck.

Of course, it’s no surprise there were 
issues. We’ve become very familiar with 
the new intercity train fleet which was built 
in South Korea, but was too big for our 
network.

That makes it an exceptionally bitter pill to 
swallow when our Premier says that we 
are not good at building trains. Also, it’s 
completely incorrect.

The Millenniums and the Tangaras are 
currently in service in Sydney, ranging from 
15 to 30 years old. These trains weren’t 
just Australian-made or New South Wales-
made; they were Newcastle-made, with 
the Millenniums manufactured in Cardiff 
and the Tangaras proudly Broadmeadow.

As you would expect Premier Berejiklian’s 
insult went down like a lead balloon 
amongst our local train manufacturers and 

with NSW Labor. It was an absolute slap 
in the face to our skilled manufacturing 
workforce, and a kick in the guts to young 
apprentices looking to get a start in the 
industry. The Premier needs to visit our 
manufacturing facilities, see the excellent 
work they do and apologise for her farcical 
comment.

The NSW Opposition does not want 
to sit back and watch this Government 
decimate our manufacturing industry. That 
is why we will be introducing the NSW 
Jobs First Bill to the Parliament to ensure 
that contracts support not just NSW jobs, 
but NSW apprentices and trainees, and 
Indigenous, disadvantaged and long-term 
unemployed communities. 

We have a proud manufacturing history. 
We deserve a proud manufacturing future.

“Australia and New 
South Wales are not 

good at building trains, 
that’s why we have to 

purchase them.”

– Premier Berejiklian –
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Deputy Opposition Leader Yasmin Catley and I spoke with local train 

manufacturers following the Premier’s comments.
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Stay up-to-date: The NSW Government’s 
website is a one-stop-shop for COVID-19 
information. Here you’ll find information on 
case numbers, current restrictions, testing 
clinic locations and guidance to develop a 
COVID-Safe plan. You can access all of this 
at www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

Support our community: Let’s keep 
checking in with each other. While the 
situation has improved in the last couple of 
months, many people are still choosing to 
isolate or reduce their social contact so it’s 
important to still keep reaching out.

Stop the spread: We can’t become 
complacent with our hand hygiene, cough 
and sneeze etiquette, and distancing. If you 
are entering a situation where you feel it 
may be hard to keep your distance you can 
consider wearing a mask. It’s also important 
to be tested if you display even the slightest 
symptom such as a sniffle or sore throat.

COVID-19 HOW TO:

It’s hard to believe it’s almost 
summer again.
A positive as we head into the warmer months is that water 
restrictions have been removed from the Hunter, with more than 
40% of NSW declared to be no longer drought-affected.

Of course, that’s no reason to become complacent. We’ve had 
to develop some good habits during this drought and it’s never 
a bad thing to keep them going. Although the kids have been 
making the case for longer showers, we’re still going to work on 
keeping that time down in my house.

While Parliament was disrupted during the earlier stages of the 
pandemic, we’re back in the swing of it with some additional 
COVID-safe measures. There are limits on the number of people 
who are allowed in the chamber, so we no longer all sit on a side 
of the house to vote – the votes are recorded electronically as we 
file in and out.

As well as the reduced numbers of participants, Question Time 
has also been altered to minimise the amount of the time we 

are gathered in the one space. The Opposition and crossbench 
are still asking all their questions, however the Government have 
forgone theirs.

It felt strange initially but, like the restrictions we’re all facing when 
we’re out and about, we’ve all adapted to the changes. After all, 
restrictions will be with us for some time so let’s make the best 
we can of the situation.

Tim

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
STATE MEMBER FOR NEWCASTLE
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CAN A LOW CARBON FUTURE 
LEAD COVID RECOVERY?

Governments are currently throwing 
money at job-generating infrastructure 
projects to fuel the post-COVID economic 
recovery, while fast-tracking planning 
approvals to help them get off the ground 
sooner.
With all this spending to be had, now is not just time to be putting 
brick to mortar, it’s the time to be putting plans into place for 
projects that will generate jobs in the future.

Recently I received a briefing from the team behind the Newcastle 
Offshore Wind Energy (NOW-E) Project, who are advocating for 
a wind farm between Stockton and the Central Coast, located 
between 20 kilometres and 25 kilometres from the shore.

Wind power is common in Europe, and a project off the Victorian 
coast is currently in the feasibility phase. This project, the Star of 
the South, is a proposed 2.2 gigawatts in size and could provide 
around 20 per cent of Victoria’s required energy while creating 
thousands of jobs during construction and hundreds of ongoing 
positions. The development stages of these projects would also 
foster jobs in technology and environmental planning.

A little less long-term is the investment in hydrogen technologies, 
with a University of Newcastle team pioneering a zero-emissions 
hydrogen fuel.

Led by Professor Behdad Moghtaderi, the team has developed 

a system that harvests water from the air, then uses a solar-
generated electrical current to split the water into hydrogen and 
oxygen before storing the hydrogen as a gas.

The Hunter has also been identified as potential location for a 
hydrogen export hub in a recent report by the NSW Chief Scientist 
due to the existing transport infrastructure, current industry gas 
users and availability of greenfield sites.

In launching the report, the NSW Environment Minister agreed 
that post-COVID was the time for governments to invest in low 
carbon technologies. We’re on the same page here. To echo his 
words – it’s good for the environment and it’s the kind of economy 
our kids will prosper from.

However, there is one thing the NSW Government can do that 
would allow a coal-reliant city to almost immediately diversify 
and generate thousands of jobs – remove the illegal and anti-
competitive cap on the Port of Newcastle’s ability to receive 
containers.

There is $1.8 billion of private investment ready to go for this 
project, with a HoustonKemp study conducted this year 
estimating that over 15,000 direct and indirect jobs and $2.5 
billion of economic activity would be generated across the 
country as a result.

Between these three projects we would see tens of thousands of 
jobs created over the long-term and billions of dollars investment. 
Why not get started now?

A computer generation of a container terminal at the Port of Newcastle.



1  MAYFIELD UNITED JUNIOR SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB - $20,000
 Change room upgrade
2  STRIKERS SOFTBALL CLUB - $4,500 

 Protective equipment purchase 
3  NEWCASTLE AND DISTRICT SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION - $7,000

 Equipment purchase for seniors and members with a disability, 
volunteer education courses 

4  ROTARY CLUB OF NEWCASTLE ENTERPRISE  - $15,000
 Migratory shorebirds mural on Stockton Bridge 
5  BAPTIST CARE - $27,930

 Community centre bathroom and laundry upgrade
6  MAYFIELD BOWLING CLUB - $8,250

 Conversion from LPG to natural gas
7  NEWCASTLE MEALS ON WHEELS - $20,526

 Catering equipment upgrade
8  NEWY PADDLERS - $4,579

 New safety boat
9  NEWCASTLE HUNTER DRAGON BOAT CLUB - $15,000

 New dragon boat and storage racking system
10  NEWCASTLE CRUSING YACHT CLUB - $10,000
 Rescue vessel
11  ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY - $30,000

 Renewable energy at Matthew Talbot Centre 
12  STOCKTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB - $216,255
 Clubhouse upgrade
13  LAMBTON JAFFAS - $7,000
 Lawn mower purchase
14  HUNTER ACADEMY OF SPORT - $12,000
 Fit-outs of lecture theatre and movement analysis centre
15  NEWCASTLE CITY JUNIOR TOUCH FOOTBALL - $5,000
 Clubhouse upgrade
16  HAMILTON NORTH BOWLING CLUB - $10,000
 Electric turf roller upgrade

17  HAMILTON PARK TENNIS CLUB - $15,000
 Lighting upgrade
18  MARK HUGHES FOUNDATION - $15,000
 Car provision for brain cancer care coordinators
19  JUMPING JACKS COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL - $5,000
 Outdoor facility upgrade
20  UNITED WOMENS HOCKEY - $1,314
 Safety equipment purchase
21  BROADMEADOW PCYC - $24,604
 Stage lighting fit-out
22  ADAMSTOWN BOWLING CLUB - $15,000
 Irrigation upgrade
23  NEWCASTLE CITY AND EASTERN DISTRICT CRICKET CLUB - $36,000
 Turf training facility
24  HAMILTON DUCKS RUGBY LEAGUE - $2,000
 Equipment and kit purchase
25  MEREWETHER CARLTON RUGBY - $10,000
 Field drainage and irrigation works
26  DIXON PARK SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB - $5,780
 Rescue board storage racks
27  COOKS HILL SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB - $21,910
 Security upgrade and nipper board purchase 
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I have been able to work closely with our sporting and community 
groups across the Newcastle electorate to secure grants for 
much needed infrastructure and programs in our community.

These grants are from the latest rounds of the Community 
Building Partnership, Local Sport Grants and Surf Club Facility 
Programs.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING PARTNERSHIP & 
SPORT GRANTS PROGRAMS
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24 small bars and restaurants have opted-in to trial 
an extension of opening hours and easing of drink 
restrictions, with the aim of increasing the vibrancy of 
Newcastle’s night life and employment opportunities in the 
industry.

Prior to the pandemic night-time venues employed 12,000 people 
and accounted for 5.4 per cent of the total Newcastle economy, 
but the industry has taken a significant hit as a result of COVID-19.

In line with the standard across the rest of New South Wales, 
small bars will now be able to close at 2am rather than midnight 
and restaurants will able to trade until midnight from Monday to 
Saturday and 10pm on Sunday. 

They will also be permitted to serve drinks with more 30mls of 
alcohol after 10pm, which will allow cocktails to be served after 
this time.

The venues will still need to comply with their other licence 
conditions. For example, a restaurant with an ‘on-premise’ licence 
will still need to comply with the requirement for food to be served 
with alcohol.

Data collection is also imperative, with venues required to supply 

The Deputy Premier’s Stockton Beach 
Taskforce has been working on the long-
term solution to ongoing erosion and, 
importantly, they’ve also put money on 
the table.
An initial $1 million has been committed to the exploration work 
in Stockton Bight to find the most suitable supply of sand and 
enable the collection of some environmental data for a future 
development application.

The Deputy Premier has also committed to progressing some 
minor amendments to the Offshore Minerals Act, which will be 
taken to the State Cabinet for approval.

In more positive news, the Minister for Local Government has 
signed off on City of Newcastle’s Coastal Management Program 
for Stockton. Council’s team has done a fantastic job of putting 
this document together on a tight deadline.

I’m really pleased that different levels of Government and both 
sides of the political fence are working collaboratively towards a 
solution. Thank you to the Stockton community for supporting us 
as we move forward.

TRIAL BEGINS TO BOOST NIGHT TIME ECONOMY

STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITS 
FUNDING TO STOCKTON EROSION
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records of patronage and turnover, as well as any anti-social 
incidents to ensure that everyone remains safe.

After approaching the Minister for Customer Service earlier 
this year to see what the NSW Government could do to help 
these businesses as they reopened after the initial pandemic 
closure, I’m thrilled that all sides of politics and different levels of 
government have been able to work together to deliver this trial.

We are all committed to ensuring that this is delivered in a safe way.



Newcastle commuters 
have been stung with four 
years of public transport 
fare rises in one hit, after 
the NSW Government 
chose to ignore a 
recommendation from 
the Independent Pricing 
and Regulatory Tribunal 
(IPART) that staggered the 
increase.
For the light rail, Stockton ferry and bus 
journeys under three kilometres IPART 
had recommended that the fares rise 24 
cents per year for four years. However, 
because the Government is not bound 
by the recommendation, all the increases 
were applied at once. For example, this 
means that a single light rail trip has gone 
from $2.24 to $3.20.

NO CARE IN UNFAIR FARES
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For the standard commuter, this equates 
to an extra $400 each year.

Not only is this a massive 43 per cent 
increase, but it was also a decision 
made for Sydney’s congested public 
transport network that has been applied 
to Newcastle.

You cannot turn around and apply a 
Sydney solution to us, and even more 
so during a recession when household 
budgets are drawn even tighter.

I will be raising these unfair fares in 
Parliament.

Development has been powering along through the 
Honeysuckle precinct, but an important thread in 
Newcastle’s historical fabric is at risk of demolition by 
neglect.
The 1882 Wickham School of Arts building holds a unique claim to fame – it was a 
frequent haunt of prolific short story writer and poet Henry Lawson while he lived in the 
city in the 1880s. It also has connections to the formation of the Newcastle Permanent 
Building Society, was home to a relief centre during the Great Depression and was a 
home base for the Newcastle Police Citizens Boys Club.

Since 2008 the building has been in the hands of the State Government and left vacant. 
For four years I have been raising this with the Government, but have consistently been 
told that any future reuse will be ‘considered’ when the time comes.

That response is simply not good enough. Time stops for no one and, with no soul 
within that building to keep its heart beating, time will have its way.

In July I wrote to the Minister for Planning, as the responsible minister, requesting a 
State Heritage listing for the School of Arts. A heritage consultant has determined that 
the building has local heritage significance. At the time this newsletter was printed, the 
assessment was sitting with Heritage NSW for endorsement.

Unfortunately, as we saw with The Store, local heritage significance is not enough to 
stop a wrecking ball. We need State heritage recognition and adaptive reuse of the 
building in the precinct, and we need this before it is too late.

LOOMING THREAT OF 
DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT



Picture taken prior to COVID-19
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CONTACT TIM
Keep in touch with Tim and find out what’s happening across Newcastle.

 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300   4926 1126   4926 2134 

 newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au

JILL’S LEGACY 
SHINES BRIGHT
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Earlier this year I had the 
privilege of announcing 
the late Jill Emberson as 
Newcastle’s Local Woman of 
the Year.
Jill was a Walkley Award-nominated journalist 
and former Newcastle Citizen of the Year who 
came to national prominence most recently as 
a warrior for ovarian cancer awareness.

Jill passed away in December 2019 after 
dedicating the final years of her life to a 
campaign to lift the five-year survival rate for 
the disease, which currently sits at under 
50 per cent, by creating the Pink Meets 
Teal movement. Through fundraising and 
government lobbying, Jill’s activism has seen 
more than $20 million flow to ovarian cancer 
research.

It was a true privilege to present the award to 
Jill’s sister, Judy-Ann, and remember Jill as a 
champion for woman and for the advancement 
of treatment of this horrible cancer.

My last conversation with Jill was actually about 
her receiving this award, and she told me how 
honoured she felt. Honestly, though, the honour 
was mine because I feel so fortunate to have 
known Jill through her journey, and indebted to 
her for the difference she has made to the lives 
of our mothers, sisters and daughters.

Jill taught us to face mountains with courage 
and where to draw the strength to climb 
them. To say Jill made a difference is an 
understatement – her legacy will be felt for a 
very long time.


