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Message from 
Tim Crakanthorp 
It’s been a busy start to the year 
in Newcastle!

Since the new bus timetable came into 
effect on 14 January and I have been 
inundated by harrowing stories about 
the negative impact of these changes.

Unfortunately we have had the elderly, 
disabled workers, students and business 
owners all severely affected by the 
changes. Approximately 200 bus stops 
have gone, consultation was minimal and 
we don’t even have a single bus running 
down Beaumont Street! 

I will be holding a public rally on 
18 March in Gregson Park at 10.30am.

Stockton’s erosion problem has 
continued to deteriorate with a high 
tide and large swell event resulting in 
the exposure of an old tip and the early 
childhood centre now being just one 
metre from falling into the ocean. 

I have met with the new NSW Coastal 
Panel Chair, Professor Bruce Thom and 
will continue to fight for the Government 
to take urgent action on this issue, as I 
have been doing for the last two years.

I recently ran a Music Roundtable in 
Newcastle to discuss the threats the 
music industry is facing with local 
musicians, agents and venue owners. 
As a result we have established a 
music taskforce to work with all three 
levels of Government to ensure that 
the music industry not only survives, 
but thrives in Newcastle.
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Despite the Minister for Transport 
dismissing the concerns of commuters in 
the first week of Parliament, the protest was 
so amplified that the Premier was forced 
to step in and defend the privatisation and 
cover for her Minister.

The Premier is insistent that the private 
operator is doing a good job and we just 
need to get used to it.

The Government also tried to claim 
that they had increased service; well 
when you cut one bus route into three 

of course there is going to be increase. 
However what they didn’t mention were 
the students that have been left by the 
side of the road; the sick that cannot 
attend their medical services;  the disabled 
worker who now travels on school buses 
for part of their journey due to inadequate 
connections or the Beaumont Street 
businesses that no longer have a bus 
stopping on their street. I will continue to 
urge the Government to undertake an 
urgent review of the bus network.

Tim

Newcastle’s public transport 
experiment has failed
“FIX OUR BUSES!” that was the message that was sent loud 
and clear to the NSW Liberal Government from the huge crowd 
at an overflowing community protest meeting held at Belmont 
16s on Monday 19 February.

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle

Luke Foley joined our Hunter MPs in protest of the new bus timetables

COMMUNITY ACTION
COME ALONG TO OUR PUBLIC PROTEST TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN 
TO FIX NEWCASTLE BUSES. 

WHEN: SUNDAY 18 MARCH, FROM 10:30AM  
WHERE: GREGSON PARK, HAMILTON
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The coastal erosion issue at Stockton 
is not new; this is an issue I have been 
raising with the Government for many 
years. This year the situation continued 
to deteriorate with parts of the beach 
closed to the public with an exposed tip 
and child care centre teetering on the 
ocean’s edge.

Instead of visiting herself, in February, 
the Minister sent NSW Coastal Panel 
chair, Emeritus Professor Bruce Thom 
to Stockton. Professor Thom has 
said that an agreement was struck to 
set-up a steering committee involving 
government agencies and Newcastle 
City Council to address the issue. 
For the sake of Stockton residents I 
hope that this committee, can do what 
the NSW Liberal Government has 
failed to do – consult with stakeholders 
and take some action.

On a visit to the region on 19 December 
2017, Premier Berejiklian addressed 
calls for compensation by saying:  

“If there’s demonstrated loss, we’re 
always considering rental assistance. 
That’s what we’ve done for other 
projects in other parts of NSW, so, of 
course, we’ll look at those issues.”

Now three months later, no rental 
assistance package has been announced, 

and business owners in Newcastle 
continue to suffer and struggle.  

The true cost of the Newcastle light rail 
has blown out by millions and Hunter 
Street retailers continue to feel the pinch.  

To make matters worse, the 
Government’s original proposal to 
undertake the work in stages, to alleviate 
the pressure on local businesses, has 
been abandoned. This will result in less 

access for customers and an even more 
negative period for local businesses.

The Premier needs to be clear 
about what she can offer Newcastle 
businesses, after all, if they don’t 
survive this construction period, there 
will be no CBD for anyone to visit.

Now, more than ever, it is important that 
we support our favourite Hunter Street 
businesses!

Stockton erosion was the first issue that I raised when Parliament resumed for the year,  
following  weeks of calling for the Minister for the Environment, Gabrielle Upton to come to 
Stockton and take action.

In January, I stood with Shadow Member for Small 
Business, Jenny Aitchison and Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes 
to call for the Premier to stand by her promise last year to 
consider rental assistance for small businesses impacted 
by the delayed construction of Newcastle’s light rail. 
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Stockton erosion

Hunter Street Businesses

Shadow Minister for the Environment, Penny Sharpe MLC and I talking 
to concerned residents.

I have launched a petition calling on the 
Government to save Stockton Beach. 
If you want a copy please contact 
my office or visit one of the following 
local Stockton businesses: Stockton 

Bowling Club, Lexie’s, IGA, Stockton 
Newsagent, Hair Villa, Greater Bank, 
Beauty Body and Balance, King of the 
Pack, Gladstone Hotel, Fern Bay Shop 
and the Stockton Medical Centre.
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Pat and I out collecting signatures for the bus petition at Marketown 
with Carly, Lisa and Tanya.

Federal Member for Newcastle, Sharon 
Claydon and I were so happy that the great 

team at NOVA for Women and Children 
won the Australia Day Community Group  

of the Year. Well deserved!

Opposition Leader, Luke Foley joined Shadow Minister for Skills, Prue Car and I to fight for the future of TAFE. Hunter TAFE has been biggest victim of slashing of services and staff.

The office hosted another very 

successful Share the Dignity’s 

#ItsInTheBag Drive. Robyn dropped 

off her team’s amazing effort 
on the last day.

United Nations Assistant Secretary 
General, Mr Nikhil Seth visited Newcastle 

and I was only too happy to tell him all 
about our great city.

Celebrating Christmas with the 
Merewether Allsorts.

Checking out the new home of the 

Newcastle Community Arts Centre!

The Hunter MPs and Newcastle 
Airport CEO, Peter Cock at the unveiling 

of the new destination.  
Spoiler alert - it’s Adelaide!

OUT & 
ABOUT

WITH TIM CRAKANTHORP

Meeting the workers out at Access Industries for the Disabled about 

the impact of the changes to the bus network.



Outcomes from the Roundtable include:

 The establishment of a live music 
taskforce,

 The need to protect the number 
of and diversity of venues, and

 Tackle planning, liquor and licensing 
laws with a focus on noise levels to 
protect music venues

This issue is not unique to Newcastle 
and was something that had come to 
the attention of communities across 
the state and the country.

The main aim for the Roundtable was 
to start the discussion between artists 
and venue operators around ways 
the local music industry and Labor, 
in particular, can work together to 

strengthen the future of the industry 
in Newcastle across the three levels 
of Government. 

With my colleagues, I plan to develop 
policies and create opportunities from 
the Roundtable to allow Newcastle’s 
live music scene to thrive and grow. 

In February, I held a Music Roundtable in Newcastle to address issues facing the local music 
industry. I was joined by Member of the Legislative Council, John Graham, Federal Member for 
Newcastle, Sharon Claydon and Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes. 

About 50 NSW groups receive $13 
million from the NSW State Government 
annually and with this money, they are 
able to campaign on accessibility issues 
and push for better outcomes for people 
with a disability. 

However from July, that money will cease 
as the state government transfers its 
disability services spending to the NDIS. 

The Disability Advocacy NSW Head 
Office is located in King Street Newcastle. 
This cut will directly affect our community.

A NSW Labor Government’s policy 
is to restore the $13 million disability 
advocacy funding.
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Tim & Leigh Creighton, cast 
member of ABC TV’s You Can’t Ask 

That at Parliament House when 
he was speaking on behalf of the 
NSW Disability Advocacy Alliance 
members on disability advocacy. 

Government to cut 
disability advocacy
The disability advocacy groups who support people with a 
disability in NSW, face being wiped out, as the NSW State 
Government hands over responsibility for disability services 
to the Commonwealth.

Newcastle Music Roundtable

$100 
Active Kids 
voucher
Got kids who are into 
sport? Need some help 
with the costs?  
Sign up for the new 
Active Kids program!

From 31 January 2018, parents, 
guardians and carers can apply 
for a $100 voucher per calendar 
year for each student enrolled in 
school. The voucher may be used 
with a registered activity provider 
for registration, participation and 
membership costs for sport, fitness 
and active recreation activities.

The voucher can be used at any 
time during the calendar year it 
was issued.

To get a voucher, apply online at 
www.service.nsw.gov.au
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Old bus network & timetable
1. What bus service/s did you use? (please provide old route numbers)  ...........................................................................................

2. Where did you travel from? (which stop) .........................................................................................................................................................

3. Where did you travel to? (which stop) ...............................................................................................................................................................

4. When did you travel?    Mon    Tue    Wed    Thur    Fri    Sat    Sun     What time: ..........................

5. What was the reason for your trip? (eg. work, school, access to services, recreation)

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6. How long did this trip take?  ...................................................................................................................................................................................

Name: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ..........................................................................................Email: ...............................................................................................................................

Any other feedback?  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

New bus network & timetable
1. What bus service/s do you now use? (please provide new route numbers)  ...............................................................................

2. Where do you travel from? (which stop)...........................................................................................................................................................

3. Where do you travel to? (which stop) .................................................................................................................................................................

4. When do you travel?    Mon    Tue    Wed    Thur    Fri    Sat    Sun     What time: ...........................

5. What was the reason for your trip? (eg. work, school, access to services)  ................................................................................

6. How long does this trip take now? .....................................................................................................................................................................

Has the new network had a positive or negative impact on your use of the bus network?

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Have you changed your main mode of transport since the bus changes were introduced? If so, what do you 

now use? .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Are you living with a disability?  .................................................................................................................................................................................

Newcastle Bus Survey

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY VIA:
1  Post: 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300 or 2  Email: newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Local Hero: Megan Sutton
Megan Sutton is the founder, owner and dance teacher at 
dance school, Chance2Dance. The school is devoted entirely 
to offering different classes for children, teens and young 
adults with a disability. The Mayfield resident is also a qualified 
teacher in a preschool and prides herself as a loving mother.

Delivering for our community: $300,000 for community groups  
The Community Building Partnership grants are awarded to not-for-profit community 
organisations for projects that will benefit our local community through the building 
or improvement of facilities.  The winners of the 2017 round are:

Mayfield United Senior Soccer Football 
Club. Critical drainage works $10,000

Basketball Association of Newcastle 
Ltd. Backboards & rings $20,664

Police Citizens Youth Clubs NSW Ltd. 
Room upgrades $19,310

KU Children’s Services Replacement 
of air conditioning unit $5,984

Easts Rugby Club Inc. Sporting facility 
upgrades $15,000

Family Planning NSW Fit out a recovery 
room $7,751

Mental Health Carers ARAFMI Hunter 
Inc. Integrated phone system and 
uninterrupted power supply $4,284

The Scout Association of Australia 
NSW Branch Building improvements 
$9,130

Newcastle Men’s Shed Inc. Dust 
extraction design and installation $17,000

Jenny’s Place Inc. Shade sail for Jenny’s 
Place families refuge play area $8,186

Newcastle Athletic Field Management 
Inc. Athletics discus and hammer throw 
cage $18,000

The Newcastle Model Railway 
Club Inc. Additions to the Newcastle 
Model Railway Club $9,100

Hamilton North Bowling Club 
Irrigation upgrade and installation $10,000

Cooks Hill Surf Lifesaving Club Inc. 
New extension fitout $15,000

The Northcott Society Mayfield 
Vocation and Everyday Life Skills 
program space fitout $15,000

Hunter Academy of Sport 
Training centre fit out $10,000

Hamilton Olympic SFC Inc. 
Renewal and extension of drainage 
under playing fields $43,765

Hunter Region Working Women’s 
Group Painting project $15,000

Western Suburbs Junior Cricket Club 
Inc. Practice nets refurbishment $5,032

Newcastle Agricultural, Horticultural 
and Industrial Association Inc. Livestock 
and agricultural section enhancements 
$12,095

Hunter Surf Lifesaving Inc. Re-carpet and 
stackable chairs for training room $9,500

Community Arts and Adult 
Education Centre of Newcastle Ltd. 
Mural project $8,699

Mayfield West Bowling Club 
Co-operative Ltd. Surveillance equipment 
$7,300

Mayfield United Senior Soccer 
Football Club Inc. Women’s team 
facilities $7,200

What keeps you motivated? 
The will to succeed. 

What has been you biggest 
achievement to date?  
My children, Monique and Jameire. 

What is your ultimate dream? 
To have our own studio for 
Chance2dance.

What do you do in your spare 
time for fun? Walks at the beach 
and fun with friends and family.

Any favourite haunts in Newcastle?  
Honeysuckle and Nobbys Beach.

What do you hope to achieve in 
2018? Raise lots of money to take 
our dancers to the USA to perform at 
Disneyland in 2019.

Do you have a favourite 
motivational quote? Never let 
anyone dull your sparkle.  

Any advice you would like to offer?  
Make great choices and be passionate 
about them.

Chance2Dance operates out of 
Saint Columba’s Primary School in 
Adamstown each Sunday.
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 Like Tim’s page on facebook FightingForNewcastle
 Follow Tim on Twitter @crakanthorp

A: 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300 
E: newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
P: (02) 4926 1126 F: (02) 4926 2134

Keep in touch with Tim and find out what’s happening across Newcastle.
CONTACT TIM
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