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Message from 
Tim Crakanthorp 
Welcome to my summer 
newsletter. As 2017 draws to a 
close it has been another busy 
year in Newcastle. 

Most recently we had a fantastic result 
in the marriage postal equality survey, 
Newcastle had the highest ‘Yes’ vote 
in NSW outside of Sydney! 

During the last Parliamentary sitting I 
called on the Government to match 
dollar-for-dollar the $10 million the 
Wests Group has put on the table to 
establish a Rugby League Centre of 
Excellence in Newcastle.  

I continue to raise the concerns of 
local businesses, commuters and 
Newcastle East residents who have 
experienced significant impacts as 
a result of the light rail construction 
and civil works associated with the 
Newcastle Supercars 500.

I want to thank all of the students 
that participated in my Christmas 
card competition. The entries were 
outstanding! Congratulations to 
Tasharna Stockdale from Newcastle 
East Public School for her winning 
entry.

You can read about all of these in my 
newsletter.

Finally I want to take this opportunity 
to wish you a merry Christmas, happy 
holidays and a great new year! 

CBD still open for business (P2)    Out & About (P3)    Local sports defibrillator grant (P4)
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‘Like’ Tim on Facebook
For more photos and updates on local issues from Tim, please visit  
www.facebook.com/fightingfornewcastle and hit the ‘like’ button! 

Tim

Love Wins!

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle

While I respect that there were 
constituents who felt differently on the 
topic, I was proud that the Newcastle 
result was:

 � The highest Yes vote in NSW outside 
of Sydney;

 � The fifth highest Yes vote in NSW;

 � The highest regional Yes vote result in 
Australia; 

 � The 11th highest Yes vote in Australia; 
and

 � 74.8 per cent of Novocastrians voted  
in favour of marriage equality.

Throughout the campaign locals got 

creative in showing their support for the 
‘Yes’ campaign including my friend Kath 
who painted her fence (pictured above).

I commend the hard work of LGBTIQ 
campaigners over many years that 
helped deliver this resounding victory. I 
acknowledge the support that families, 
friends and services provided to members 
of the LGBTIQ community during the 
survey period.

The day following the announcement 
in the NSW Parliament, I called on the 
Federal Government to legislate marriage 
equality now. It’s time for the Federal 
Government to do it’s bit.

As a proud advocate of the marriage equality postal survey, I was 
ecstatic when I learned that Australia had overwhelmingly voted 
in favour of marriage equality.



The Wests Group is ready to move 
the club forward. This includes by 
investing $10 million into a Rugby 
League Centre of Excellence to be built 
at Broadmeadow. It was hoped Wests’ 
contribution would be matched on a 
dollar-for-dollar basis by the NSW State 
Government, to create a state-of-the-
art $20 million facility.

When this newsletter went to print, it 
was suggested that this grant may now 
be in doubt and the plan remains in a 
state of flux.

While the Minister for Sport is currently 
more interested in demolishing and 
rebuilding existing stadia in Sydney at 
cost of $1.6 billion, I have called on the 

Minister to provide the funds to make a 
Rugby League Centre of Excellence in 
Newcastle a reality. $10 million is a drop 
in the ocean compared to the $1.6 
billion stadia spend in Sydney.

The Centre of Excellence would kick 
start the long-awaited Hunter Sports 
and Entertainment Precinct 
development at Broadmeadow.

The Wests Group has upheld the deal 
and stumped up the $10 million. Now 
it’s time for the Government to do the 
same.

I have raised this issue with the Minister 
and in Parliament and will continue to 
campaign for the Centre of Excellence 
that Newcastle was promised.

It was a great opportunity for residents 
to be directly consulted on the Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Bill 2017 (NSW), which 
was released publicly in May, and was 
introduced into the Legislative Council in 
September. 

As part of the consultation process since 
the release of the Bill, the Parliamentary 
Working Group invited close to 70 
specialist organisations and groups 
to have their views heard, resulting in 
several changes to the proposed bill. 

It is important that we hold events 
like this to ensure that members of 
the wider community across NSW have 
an opportunity to be directly consulted 
and ensure the framework of the 
proposed bill meets their expectations. 

Disappointingly, the Bill was 
defeated by one vote in the 
Legislative Council, but you can still 
share your views on this important 
reform by completing my survey on 
this issue at: http://bit.ly/2yMlyaj

www.theherald.com.au - 15th November 2017

Newcastle loves the Newcastle Knights and after a tough 
couple of years, the Wests Group have taken ownership of  
the team.

I recently hosted a community forum with Linda Voltz, 
Member of the Parliamentary Working Group on Assisted 
Dying, to discuss this important reform.
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Businesses are reporting a 

significant downturn in trade 
with many advising that they 
have been forced to lay off staff 
or reduce their hours.

I have long advocated that 
the Government must do 
everything it can to support 
businesses during this period of 
disruption. It has now come to 
light that Transport for NSW is 
providing additional assistance 
to businesses in George 
Street, Sydney affected by the 
construction of the Sydney CBD 
light rail.

I am again calling on the 

Government to do more to 
support local businesses and 
to listen and address their 
concerns. 

Newcastle CBD is still open 
for business and now, more 
than ever, local traders need 
our support.

CBD still 
open for 
business

Time for government to act on 
rugby league centre: Crakanthorp

Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Forum

Over the last few 
months small 
businesses in Newcastle 
have been suffering as 
a result of the light rail 
construction and civil 
works associated with 
the Supercars events.
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Caught up with VOCAL’s Kerry and 
Wendy at the 40 year anniversary of 

Jenny’s Place

Standing in solidarity with workers from Pacific National and the Rail, Tram and Bus Union 
who are fighting against an attack on fair pay and conditions.

I was lucky to meet Nicole Bolton 
from our amazing Australian Women’s 

Cricket Team in Parliament

Barry Walton from Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter service kindly showed me 
around the new facilities at Belmont

Proud of local resident and friend, 
William Hesketh who has served as a 
Justice of the Peace for over 50 years

Enjoyed celebrating Greek National 
Day (OXY) with our strong and vibrant 

local Greek community

Showing the U.S. Charge d’Affaires 
James Carouso (Acting U.S. 

Ambassador) around Newcastle and the 
Hunter when he was in town recently

OUT & 
ABOUT

WITH TIM CRAKANTHORP

I joined Hunter local identity, Trip at the 
Hungry Biker Breakfast to celebrate 
Motorcycle Awareness Month with 

Brotherhood CMC Sydney and 
Motorcycle Council of NSW

Members of the SDA visited the NSW Parliament to voice their opposition to the 
Government’s plan to allow retailers to trade on Boxing Day

Jay and Dr Ray Kelly at the introduction 
of the Aboriginal Languages Bill into 

the NSW Legistlative Council



In an effort to increase safety in our local sporting communities, 
grants are now available for an Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) for not-for-profit grassroots sports clubs. This life saving 
device saves precious treatment time and can significantly 
improve survival odds in the unfortunate case of a cardiac 
emergency. 

Applications for the Local Sport Defibrillator Grant, which includes 
necessary instructional operation and maintenance of the 
equipment, close on the 20th December 2017.

For more information about the application or to apply go to: 
https://sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants/defibrillator

Local sports defibrillator grant
Do you know a local sports club who may be interested in a grant for a defibrillator?

The esteemed state wide award is given in multiple categories for research and inquiry-
based learning around influential individuals and significant historical milestones. This 
year’s theme for the competition was ‘Making for a Better World.’ 

This is now the third year in a row where a Merewether High School student has won 
the Year Level 10 Award in the National History Challenge. That is quite a record and 
Newcastle should be proud! 
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Three years running…
Congratulations to Merewether High school student, Sophia 
Scepanovic who took out the Year Level 10 division of the 2017 
National History Challenge for her piece ‘Caroline Chisholm.’ 

It was a difficult job trying to pick a winner out of the hundreds 
of entries we received. The diverse and imaginative entries 
displayed a very promising amount of artistic talent among our 
local primary school students.

The theme of this year’s competition was Summer Christmas 
and the winner of this year’s competition excelled, with a Pasha 
Bulka Santa carrier.

I would like to congratulate Tasharna Stockdale from Newcastle 
East Public School who won the overall competition and has 
received a $50 book voucher, $200 for her school as well as 
having her artwork displayed on my 2017 Christmas card.

And the winner is… I would like to thank all of the 
students who participated in the 2017 
Christmas Card Drawing Competition! 



Will you sign our petition calling on the Berejiklian Government to ban the bag? 

Did you know that every second, 159 single-use 
plastic bags are used in Australia. That is more than 
10 million new bags each day. In NSW, 61 million of 
these bags are littered each year, left to fill up our 
parks, oceans and communities. 
 
Plastic kills up to one million seabirds, 
countless fish and 100,000 sea mammals 
every single year. It’s time to put an end to it. 
NSW is the only state in Australia that has  
failed to take action.
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SIGN THE PETITION TO TAKE ACTION

FULL NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE

1

2

3

4

5

FULL NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE

FULL NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE

FULL NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE

FULL NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE

PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION

BAN      BAGTHE

Please return completed petitions to: Tim Crakanthorp MP, 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300  
For more information please contact our office on (02) 4926 1126 or email Newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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 Like Tim’s page on facebook FightingForNewcastle

 Follow Tim on Twitter @crakanthorp
A: 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300 
E: newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
P: (02) 4926 1126 F: (02) 4926 2134

Keep in touch with Tim and find out what’s happening across Newcastle.
CONTACT TIM

Grandparent of the Year
Congratulations to Lance Northey of Mayfield who 
was honoured as one of the three finalists for the 
NSW 2017 Grandparent of the Year. 
In his retirement, Mr Northey continues to generously give much of 
his time to others. He supports his daughter’s family on a daily basis, 
including the school runs. At school, he reads with students and acts as 
a Surrogate Grandparent for children who do not have older people to 
share Grandparent’s Day with. 

Mr Northey is also active in the Waratah Men’s Shed, making and 
donating wooden items, such as Buddy Benches, bird boxes and prams 
to schools and preschools across Newcastle. Mr Northey also drives 
a mini bus for other older people in the community to get them to their 
appointments. 

Grandparents and older people give so much to our communities, from looking after grandchildren to sharing their skills, 
knowledge and wisdom, as well as volunteering their time. The 2017 Grandparent of the Year Awards celebrate grandparents or 
older people for everything they do for their family and community.  

If you know a deserving grandparent to recognise in 2018 please contact my office.

BAN      BAG Local 
Hero

What do you do?

I’m a mum, a passionate cook and 
gardener. I’m also a fibre artist and 
have a love for all things textiles, 
I run Timeless Textiles gallery, the 
only commercial textiles art gallery in 
Australia.

What keeps you motivated?

I am lucky to have met artists that I 
have admired from afar and it’s great 
to be able to introduce local artists to 
renowned overseas based artists.

Any favourite haunts in 
Newcastle?

The East End and the beach.

What has been you biggest 
achievement to date?

Apart from my kids and starting 
Timeless Textiles Gallery, it is the 
Deeper Voice of Textiles (DVOT) 

project, where 18 businesses 
employing men created incredible 
sculptures using their tools and 
materials of trade.

DVOT showcased the traditional skills 
of Hunter workers, while offering them 
the opportunity to gain additional 
specialist skills in collaboration with 
the project’s artistic team. 

Any advice you would like to 
offer?
Take a deep breath and jump. Do 
whatever you have dreamed of doing 
to the best of your ability.

What would you like to do in 
2018? 

I would like to establish Deeper Voice 
of Textiles as a yearly event as it 
provides a unique opportunity for men 
to be creative.

Anne Kempton from Timeless Textiles 
is a Newcastle artist and business 
owner who loves to bring the artistic 
community together.

She was commended this year for her work 
on the Deeper Voice of Textiles project. 
In this project men work with artists Tim 
Johnson and Graham Wilson to create 
sculptural artworks using tools and skills 
associated with their  
specific trades. 

Anne 
Kempton 
TIMELESS  
TEXTILES 


