
The excitement about plans to 
build new classrooms at Newcastle 
East Public School was soon 
followed by disappointment when 
the Government announced that 
they would not be provided with 
air conditioning. When concerned 
parents contacted my office, I 
pressed the NSW Minister for 
Education, to reverse the decision.

Following the announcement of 
Labor’s “Cool Schools” Policy to 
reallocate millions of dollars from 
the Berejiklian Government multi-
billion dollar Sydney stadium splurge 
to provide air conditioning for the 
state’s public schools; the Minister for 
Education yielded and agreed to install 
air conditioning in the new classrooms 
at Newcastle East Public School. 

Working with the community, 
I have advocated for 
many years for Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) 
to improve pedestrian 
facilities at Nelson Bay 
Road, Fern Bay. 

As a result of this advocacy, I have 
been able to secure $346,000 in this 
year’s State Budget to construct new 
pedestrian facilities in the area, RMS 
advises that they have begun planning 
for these works and will consult the 
community about the project in the 
coming months.

I will keep the community updated as the 
plans for these facilities are developed.

I am pleased to advise that construction began 
in May and is now well underway with the project 
expected to be completed by the end of 2018.

RMS are currently at the stage of sheet piling 
and will soon start dredging of the Harbour sea 
floor.

I look forward to this important piece of 
community infrastructure being refurbished 
and returned to the community.

In 2016 I was proud to announce that after working with the 
Stockton community we secured $4.3 million to refurbish 
Stockton Boat Harbour. For a long time, Stockton Boat 
Harbour had been allowed to fall into a state of disrepair.

As a result of working with the Newcastle East Public School Council, I was able to 
secure air conditioning for the new classrooms being built at the school. 

Crakanthorp and School Council deliver 
‘cool’ school at Newcastle East

New pedestrian 
facilities for 
Fern Bay!

Newcastle East Public School celebrates their ‘cool school’ victory!
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Message from
Tim Crakanthrop
Welcome to my Spring 
newsletter!

This newsletter highlights some 
of the great new policies that 
Labor has announced, including 
increased nurse to patient ratios 
for NSW hospitals, more 
vaccinations through pharmacies 
and our ‘cool schools’ policy - to 
air condition more local schools!

I also highlight the need for this 
Government to apply consistent 
definitions of ‘regional’ and 
‘metropolitan’ with Government 
funding programs as Newcastle 
is in the unenviable position of not 
being eligible for $300 million in 
sports funding according to the 
government’s current definitions!

I pay tribute to the Stockton 
community for their strong support 
of my efforts to get this government 
to focus on the devastating erosion 
at Stockton. I also note the sterling 
efforts of local hero Di Spurway in 
her endless contribution to one of 
our local sporting clubs. 

I am also calling for nominations 
for the 2019 Woman of the Year. 
If you know of a woman who has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to our city, please nominate her by 
contacting my office.
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The Save Stockton Beach petition 
debate was the first time NSW Minister 
for the Environment acknowledged 
that coastal erosion was occurring 
in Stockton. If there was asbestos 
on Bondi Beach in her electorate of 
Vaucluse, it would be a state emergency. 

Apart from forcing the Government to 
face the issue head on, the debate has 
expedited the approval of the Coastal 
Zone Management Plan.

The Government’s response to this 
environmental emergency has been 
appallingly slow. To claim they cannot 
take action while they are sitting on 
more than $83million of funding already 
allocated to coastal and estuaries 

planning, is completely unacceptable.

Labor policy is to provide $270,000 
to help Council develop the long term 
plans to prevent Stockton erosion. As a 
result of Labor’s policy, the Minister for 
Environment has finally acknowledged 
there is a problem, they have committed 
$147,500. 

Parliamentary Secretary for the Hunter, 
Scot MacDonald MLC criticised our 
policy then adopted it but short changed 
the Stockton community $122,500 in the 
process. The Minister ignored my calls to 
visit Stockton on the 25th August when 
the Liberal State Council meeting was 
being held in Port Stephens.

Tim

LABOR’S POLICY DELIVERS 
$270,000 FOR STOCKTON

Do you know someone who deserves to be recognised for the amazing work that they do in Newcastle?

Di Spurway is the heart and soul of the Cooks Hill United Football Club. A volunteer for many years she 
has seen the club go from separate Junior and Senior Clubs to one entity and is the long running secretary 
of the one club. Di is the embodiment of a Newcastle Local Hero, thanks for all your hard work Di!

How would you describe yourself?  
Approachable, social, meticulous.

What you do? During business hours 
I work as a scientist at Genea. For the 
past 13 years I’ve enjoyed holding 
the position of secretary at Cooks Hill 
United Football Club (CHUFC).

What keeps you motivated? 
Watching the U6 children & their 
parents as the children take the field 
for the first time. Also seeing the 
growth in female participation numbers 
is very exciting.   

What has been you biggest 
achievement to date? To be part of 
a committee that has seen CHUFC 
grow from around 100 registered 

players in 2006 to around 1000 
players in 2018. To receive the Bill 
Turner Award at the 2017 Northern 
NSW Football Awards was an honour.

What is your ultimate dream?    
To see the playing surfaces of the 
National Park No. 4 & No. 6 playing 
fields improved.  

What do you do in your spare 
time for fun? Tennis, gym, walk my 
dog, catch up with friends. 

What do you appreciate most 
about Newcastle? Relaxed lifestyle, 
friendly people, beautiful beaches.

Any favourite haunts in Newcastle?     
Hubro, Goldbergs, Commonwealth 
Hotel, Bar Beach in summer.     

Do you have a favourite motivational 
quote? “Can’t means I won’t.”

Any particular dreams you harbour?  
To have an extended holiday in Europe 
during their summer.

Any advice you would like to offer?     
Volunteering is fun & rewarding and you 
get to meet some wonderful people 
that you may not have encountered 
otherwise.

There are many exceptional women in Newcastle 
who deserve to be recognised. If you would like to 
acknowledge a woman in our community who has 
made a significant contribution, has demonstrated 
excellence in her career, or is an inspiring role model, 
you can nominate her for the 2019 NSW Woman of 
the Year Awards. 

You can nominate them by contacting our office 
on newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au or (02) 
4926 1126.  Please include their name, contact 
details and the reason that you think they should 
be nominated. Be sure to include your name and 
contact details as the nominator.

My congratulations go out to the Stockton and Newcastle communities 
for their outstanding commitment in gathering over 10,000 signatures 
on a petition to save Stockton Beach. Submitting that petition to NSW 
Parliament forced a debate with the Minister for Environment. A busload of 
Stockton and Newcastle residents were in Sydney to support the debate.

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle

A proud moment when the petition had garnered 10,000 signatures.

Local Hero: Di Spurway 
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Keep in touch with Tim and 
find out what’s happening 
across Newcastle.

CONTACT TIM
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I thank the School Council for their 
vigilance and efforts to ensure that 
students will have the appropriate 
infrastructure whilst receiving quality 
education in our community.   

I am pleased to have been able to 
work with the school community to 
deliver this important infrastructure.

Labor will always put schools 
before Sydney Stadiums.

$4.3 million Stockton 
Boat Harbour 
redevelopment starts

2019 NSW Woman of the Year Award

2017 Local 
Woman 
of the 
Year 
Melissa 
Histon

2016 Local 
Woman 
of the 
Year 
Maggie 
Haertsch

Tim Crakanthorp and 2018 
Newcastle Local Woman of the 

Year, Michelle Lancey

Cooks Hill United FC President 

Max Sovechles and Di Spurway
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Family Energy Rebate 
https://bit.ly/2LDDyZa 
Helps families with dependent 
children to pay their energy bills.

Low Income Household Rebate 
https://bit.ly/2KvkPQf 
Helps low income households 
to pay their energy bills.

NSW Gas Rebate 
https://bit.ly/2wxoAPa 
Helps households to pay their gas bills.

Energy Made Easy 
https://bit.ly/2LE90H1 
Compare electricity and gas offers 
available in Newcastle and save.

Pensioner Water Rebate 
https://bit.ly/2NzO2Lj 
Pensioners may be able to save 
on their water bill.

Appliance Replacement Offer 
https://bit.ly/2wqU3TF 
Concession card holders may be able 
to receive a discount on new energy 
efficient fridges and televisions.

FuelCheck – online tool 
https://bit.ly/2BZ0ums 
Find the cheapest fuel at service 
stations near you.

Apprentice Registration Rebate 
https://bit.ly/2okjv97 
Help for first or second year apprentices 
with vehicle registration costs.

NSW Spectacle Program 
https://bit.ly/2MDBwOf 
Free glasses and optical 
aids for eligible recipients.

First Home Buyers 
Assistance Scheme 
https://bit.ly/2oopLwI 
First home buyers can save on 
transfer duty.

CTP Green Slip refunds  
https://bit.ly/2tZd2WF 
Available up until 30 September 2018.

Active Kids program  
https://bit.ly/2DKbAMs 
$100 a year voucher for sport 
and fitness costs.

Whilst almost every other Local 
Government Area (LGA) in NSW has 
been included in either the Regional 
Sports Infrastructure Fund or the Greater 
Sydney Sports Facility Fund, Newcastle 
and Wollongong have been excluded 
from applying from either fund.

This has had a devastating effect 
on local sporting groups and means 
that sporting organisations previously 
looking to develop sporting 
infrastructure within the Newcastle 
LGA have been forced to seek out 

sites in adjoining local council areas 
to ensure they can apply for funds 
and secure facilities.

This has left precincts such as the 
Hunter Sport and Entertainment 
Precinct floundering whilst the 
government delivers piecemeal 
outcomes to sporting groups outside 
the LGA.

The Government has shown 
absolute contempt for Newcastle 
by putting it in the abyss between 

metropolitan and regional excluding 
us from all funding options.

The Shadow Minister and I will raise 
this issue with the Shadow Cabinet 
with a view to address this injustice.

The Sports Minister has the wrong 
priorities. His Government would 
rather spend $2.3 billion on knocking 
down and rebuilding stadiums 
in Sydney instead of providing 
Newcastle with basic local sporting 
infrastructure.

Newcastle residents are increasingly having difficulty balancing the family budget under 
the NSW Liberal Government. Families, pensioners and small businesses are struggling 
with increasing energy prices and the rising cost of living. To help combat this, I want to 
share some information with you that may just help you save some money.

For more information 
visit Service NSW

I invited the Shadow Minister for Sport, Lynda Voltz MLC, to Newcastle 
to discuss the Berejiklian Government leaving Newcastle sports behind 
by excluding the city from its $300 million sporting infrastructure funding 
promised to organisations and clubs across the rest of NSW.

Labor’s plan will bring NSW in line with 
other parts of the country by extending 
pharmacy vaccinations beyond influenza 
shots to include diphtheria, tetanus, 
whooping cough, measles, mumps 
and rubella. The program will reach out 
to those who might not normally get 
vaccinations and aims to increase the 
general health and welfare in the wider 
community and improve herd immunity.

This initiative will help families and people 
who don’t have the time or money to 
sit in a doctor’s surgery when skilled 
community pharmacists can administer 
the vaccinations in your local chemist.

Under the Liberal-National Berejiklian 
Government, NSW lags behind other 
states and has lower than acceptable 
vaccination rates in parts of the state, 
Labor policy will address this.

I recently visited the John Hunter Hospital to hear 
first-hand from nurses the difference that this increase 
in resources will deliver.

The new policy is designed to ensure that health care 
is based on the number of patients in need, not post 
codes. Numerous studies show that higher nurse to 
patient ratios save lives as there is a clear link between 
higher staff levels and improved outcomes for patients.

Nurse to patient ratios reduce errors, improve the 
amount of time each nurse can spend in patient care, 
create better workplaces, reduce stress and lead to 
higher retention of nurses and midwives.

Labor will always put our hospitals before stadiums!

Shadow Minister for Health, Walt Secord, visited Newcastle in July to join me announcing 
Labor’s health policy to increase the range of vaccinations available through pharmacies. 

Labor’s plan is to deliver hundreds of additional nurses in regional NSW through new nurse 
to patient ratios improving patient care.
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Labor’s Plan: More vaccinations in 
pharmacies will protect our community 

Nursing ratios

LABOR PUTS HEALTH AND HOSPITALS BEFORE SYDNEY STADIUMS

Checking out the lava lamp table at 
the Mayfield East Public School Science 

Fair with Principal Robyn Christie.

Shadow Minister for Justice and Police, 
Shadow Minister for Corrections and 

Shadow Minister for Emergency Services, 
Guy Zangari and I show our support for 

our Socceroos in Parliament House.

Shadow Minister for Health, Walt Secord MLC and Anthony Piggott joined me in 
announcing Labor’s policy

I support our nurses and their need for new nurse to patient ratios

The Newcastle Labor team were 
at the inaugural Pride Fair Day to 
celebrate equality and diversity!

Welcoming the YWAM Ruach crew back 

from Papua New Guinea with Managing 

Director, David Stephenson.

Introducing the NRL Women’s Roosters 

- Shontelle, Maddie, Sam and Talesha. 
Good luck!

Newcastle was proudly represented 

this year at the YMCA Youth Parliament 
by Sophie, Ruby and Ashley. 

You did us proud!

Helping out Michael Daley and his team 
from the Newy Farmers Aid Group who 

managed to bring together ten tonnes of 
goods to go out to our struggling farmers.

Met with the NAIDOC Week dancers at the 
Newcastle Museum, great work guys!

Meeting the mighty Buildcorp 
Wallaroos before the historic Bledisloe 

Cup double header.

Federal Member for Newcastle, Sharon 
Claydon and I supporting Everymind 

Director, Jaelea Skehan’s launch of suicide 
prevention training programs.

OUT & 
ABOUT

WITH TIM CRAKANTHORP

Judging the strength of bridges at the 
UON Science and Engineering Challenge.

Farewelling the Queens Wharf Tower, 
now removed from Newcastle’s skyline.

Assistance with the cost of living

Newcastle deserves their 
fair share of sports funding
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followed by disappointment when 
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they would not be provided with 
air conditioning. When concerned 
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pressed the NSW Minister for 
Education, to reverse the decision.

Following the announcement of 
Labor’s “Cool Schools” Policy to 
reallocate millions of dollars from 
the Berejiklian Government multi-
billion dollar Sydney stadium splurge 
to provide air conditioning for the 
state’s public schools; the Minister for 
Education yielded and agreed to install 
air conditioning in the new classrooms 
at Newcastle East Public School. 

Working with the community, 
I have advocated for 
many years for Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) 
to improve pedestrian 
facilities at Nelson Bay 
Road, Fern Bay. 

As a result of this advocacy, I have 
been able to secure $346,000 in this 
year’s State Budget to construct new 
pedestrian facilities in the area, RMS 
advises that they have begun planning 
for these works and will consult the 
community about the project in the 
coming months.

I will keep the community updated as the 
plans for these facilities are developed.

I am pleased to advise that construction began 
in May and is now well underway with the project 
expected to be completed by the end of 2018.

RMS are currently at the stage of sheet piling 
and will soon start dredging of the Harbour sea 
floor.

I look forward to this important piece of 
community infrastructure being refurbished 
and returned to the community.

In 2016 I was proud to announce that after working with the 
Stockton community we secured $4.3 million to refurbish 
Stockton Boat Harbour. For a long time, Stockton Boat 
Harbour had been allowed to fall into a state of disrepair.

As a result of working with the Newcastle East Public School Council, I was able to 
secure air conditioning for the new classrooms being built at the school. 

Crakanthorp and School Council deliver 
‘cool’ school at Newcastle East

New pedestrian 
facilities for 
Fern Bay!

Newcastle East Public School celebrates their ‘cool school’ victory!
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Message from
Tim Crakanthrop
Welcome to my Spring 
newsletter!

This newsletter highlights some 
of the great new policies that 
Labor has announced, including 
increased nurse to patient ratios 
for NSW hospitals, more 
vaccinations through pharmacies 
and our ‘cool schools’ policy - to 
air condition more local schools!

I also highlight the need for this 
Government to apply consistent 
definitions of ‘regional’ and 
‘metropolitan’ with Government 
funding programs as Newcastle 
is in the unenviable position of not 
being eligible for $300 million in 
sports funding according to the 
government’s current definitions!

I pay tribute to the Stockton 
community for their strong support 
of my efforts to get this government 
to focus on the devastating erosion 
at Stockton. I also note the sterling 
efforts of local hero Di Spurway in 
her endless contribution to one of 
our local sporting clubs. 

I am also calling for nominations 
for the 2019 Woman of the Year. 
If you know of a woman who has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to our city, please nominate her by 
contacting my office.

More vaccinations in pharmacies (P2)    Out & About (P3)    Assistance with the cost of living (P4)
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The Save Stockton Beach petition 
debate was the first time NSW Minister 
for the Environment acknowledged 
that coastal erosion was occurring 
in Stockton. If there was asbestos 
on Bondi Beach in her electorate of 
Vaucluse, it would be a state emergency. 

Apart from forcing the Government to 
face the issue head on, the debate has 
expedited the approval of the Coastal 
Zone Management Plan.

The Government’s response to this 
environmental emergency has been 
appallingly slow. To claim they cannot 
take action while they are sitting on 
more than $83million of funding already 
allocated to coastal and estuaries 

planning, is completely unacceptable.

Labor policy is to provide $270,000 
to help Council develop the long term 
plans to prevent Stockton erosion. As a 
result of Labor’s policy, the Minister for 
Environment has finally acknowledged 
there is a problem, they have committed 
$147,500. 

Parliamentary Secretary for the Hunter, 
Scot MacDonald MLC criticised our 
policy then adopted it but short changed 
the Stockton community $122,500 in the 
process. The Minister ignored my calls to 
visit Stockton on the 25th August when 
the Liberal State Council meeting was 
being held in Port Stephens.

Tim

LABOR’S POLICY DELIVERS 
$270,000 FOR STOCKTON

Do you know someone who deserves to be recognised for the amazing work that they do in Newcastle?

Di Spurway is the heart and soul of the Cooks Hill United Football Club. A volunteer for many years she 
has seen the club go from separate Junior and Senior Clubs to one entity and is the long running secretary 
of the one club. Di is the embodiment of a Newcastle Local Hero, thanks for all your hard work Di!

How would you describe yourself?  
Approachable, social, meticulous.

What you do? During business hours 
I work as a scientist at Genea. For the 
past 13 years I’ve enjoyed holding 
the position of secretary at Cooks Hill 
United Football Club (CHUFC).

What keeps you motivated? 
Watching the U6 children & their 
parents as the children take the field 
for the first time. Also seeing the 
growth in female participation numbers 
is very exciting.   

What has been you biggest 
achievement to date? To be part of 
a committee that has seen CHUFC 
grow from around 100 registered 

players in 2006 to around 1000 
players in 2018. To receive the Bill 
Turner Award at the 2017 Northern 
NSW Football Awards was an honour.

What is your ultimate dream?    
To see the playing surfaces of the 
National Park No. 4 & No. 6 playing 
fields improved.  

What do you do in your spare 
time for fun? Tennis, gym, walk my 
dog, catch up with friends. 

What do you appreciate most 
about Newcastle? Relaxed lifestyle, 
friendly people, beautiful beaches.

Any favourite haunts in Newcastle?     
Hubro, Goldbergs, Commonwealth 
Hotel, Bar Beach in summer.     

Do you have a favourite motivational 
quote? “Can’t means I won’t.”

Any particular dreams you harbour?  
To have an extended holiday in Europe 
during their summer.

Any advice you would like to offer?     
Volunteering is fun & rewarding and you 
get to meet some wonderful people 
that you may not have encountered 
otherwise.

There are many exceptional women in Newcastle 
who deserve to be recognised. If you would like to 
acknowledge a woman in our community who has 
made a significant contribution, has demonstrated 
excellence in her career, or is an inspiring role model, 
you can nominate her for the 2019 NSW Woman of 
the Year Awards. 

You can nominate them by contacting our office 
on newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au or (02) 
4926 1126.  Please include their name, contact 
details and the reason that you think they should 
be nominated. Be sure to include your name and 
contact details as the nominator.

My congratulations go out to the Stockton and Newcastle communities 
for their outstanding commitment in gathering over 10,000 signatures 
on a petition to save Stockton Beach. Submitting that petition to NSW 
Parliament forced a debate with the Minister for Environment. A busload of 
Stockton and Newcastle residents were in Sydney to support the debate.

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle

A proud moment when the petition had garnered 10,000 signatures.

Local Hero: Di Spurway 
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Keep in touch with Tim and 
find out what’s happening 
across Newcastle.

CONTACT TIM
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I thank the School Council for their 
vigilance and efforts to ensure that 
students will have the appropriate 
infrastructure whilst receiving quality 
education in our community.   

I am pleased to have been able to 
work with the school community to 
deliver this important infrastructure.

Labor will always put schools 
before Sydney Stadiums.

$4.3 million Stockton 
Boat Harbour 
redevelopment starts

2019 NSW Woman of the Year Award

2017 Local 
Woman 
of the 
Year 
Melissa 
Histon

2016 Local 
Woman 
of the 
Year 
Maggie 
Haertsch

Tim Crakanthorp and 2018 
Newcastle Local Woman of the 

Year, Michelle Lancey

Cooks Hill United FC President 

Max Sovechles and Di Spurway
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been able to secure $346,000 in this 
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advises that they have begun planning 
for these works and will consult the 
community about the project in the 
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