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I came to this job with a commitment to help Newcastle 
become a vibrant, smart, healthy city with full employment, 
a city that nurtures the creativity for which we have become 
known. After eight years on Newcastle City Council and nearly 
five years in the Parliament, I will continue with this vision and 
work to finish the job I started.

In the course of the campaign, I doorknocked thousands of 
homes. I had mobile offices all over the electorate and listened 
to countless people discuss the issues which mattered most to 
them. People raised a variety of matters with me, from health to 
education, transport, the environment and urban revitalisation.

While I remain in Opposition, I will not waste a second in 
Parliament. I will hold Ministers to account, advocate for 
Newcastle and celebrate the achievements of individuals and 
organisations in the electorate. There is so much to be proud 
of, and so much work left to do.

I want to see Newcastle equipped for the twenty-first century 
economy, a city which looks to the future while remembering 
where we came from.

It is always great to hear directly from my constituents, and 
I encourage everyone who knows of an issue which they 
believe should be brought to my attention to contact my office. 
I will continue to hold mobile offices throughout the electorate 
and I invite everyone to come by. 

I would like to thank you for placing your trust in me. 
Working together, we can achieve an enormous amount 
for our magnificent electorate of Newcastle.

THANK YOU NEWCASTLE
In October 2014, I was first elected to represent the people of Newcastle in the 
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. I am proud and deeply honoured to be 
returned for my second full term as your representative. I will keep fighting for 
your interests and hold the Berejiklian Government to account.

Tim Crakanthorp MP 
State Member for Newcastle



Elective surgery waiting lists 
in Newcastle have reached 
unacceptable levels. The NSW 
Government’s failure to invest 
properly in our public health system 
is going to make the problem worse. 
The classification of these surgeries 
as “non-urgent” ignores the real pain 
these waiting times cause.

As anyone on the waiting list will tell 
you, elective surgeries aren’t really 
elective. These are serious health 
issues that impact quality of life.

Six months waiting for a knee 
replacement means six months living 
with severely decreased mobility 
and chronic pain. A year waiting for 
cataract surgery means a year with 
compromised eyesight, which has a 
huge impact on a person’s lifestyle.

I have raised the matter in Parliament 
and will continue to do so. The waiting 
lists have skyrocketed under this 
Government’s watch and it is simply 
not good enough. The Liberal must 
invest in our local hospitals.

The NSW Government has 
extracted an extra dividend 
of $100 million from Hunter 
Water.

The O’Farrell-Baird-Berejiklian 
Government has sold off over $70 
billion worth of State-owned assets 
since coming to power. These assets 
were responsible for generating 
a large proportion of the State’s 
revenue, which went to funding 
frontline services like nurses, teachers 
and police.

The Government sold these assets 
for a one-off sugar hit to the State’s 
bottom line but without the revenue 
they produced, the Government 
is scrambling to cover the budget 
shortfall. On top of taxes like stamp 
duty and the GST, the Government 
has been pulling in more cash from 
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For the first time in the state’s history, non-urgent elective surgery waiting lists in NSW have 
surpassed 80,000 with a record 80,836 patients waiting for non-urgent procedures. 2,231 people 
were on the waiting list for elective surgery at the John Hunter Hospital in April, with some waiting 
for more than a year for treatment.

ELECTIVE SURGERY FAIL

LIBERAL’S WATER 
TAX ON THE HUNTER

what assets remain in public hands, 
including Hunter Water. 

Hunter Water will have to borrow the 
$100 million from the NSW Treasury 
and pay interest to service the loan, 
meaning customers will be worse off. 

$100 million would go a long way to 

improving services here in Newcastle 

like connecting Hexham to the sewer 

network, but instead it is being used to 

prop up a budget weakened by falling 

stamp duty and a lack of saleable assets.
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 Russell Cox from Heatherbrae’s Pies competed at the best 
Parliamentary Pie contest.

Celebrating 12,000 signatures on 
a petition to save the Southern 

Corroboree Frog from feral horses 
in Kosciuszko National Park.

 I met the ScoMoSaurus at the 
Strike for Climate Action rally.

  2019 Newcastle Local Woman 
of the Year, Linda Hughes.

Out with some of the inspirational SES volunteers on Wear Orange Wednesday.

Catching up with Braddon Snape 
from the Creator Incubator.

 Welcoming new Fern Bay locals, Precious, TJ and Tafara.

 Surfest 2019 Women’s title winner Sally Fitzgibbon.

The extraordinary student leaders at 
Newcastle High School let me in on a selfie.

OUT & ABOUT WITH TIM



It isn’t surprising that commuters 
have voted Newcastle’s public 
transport system amongst the five 
worst in the state. 

I have not been quiet about my 
dissatisfaction with the changes to 
Newcastle Buses enacted by this 
Government. In the days following 
the changeover, my office regularly 
received calls from constituents 
stranded by buses that just never 
showed up. The private provider was 
unable to pay drivers on time, there 
were issues with understaffing and 
public transport users were forgotten.

In January 2018, new timetables and 
routes were rolled out. The result 
was immediate chaos. Buses again 
failed to show up, people found that 
routes they relied on to get to work, 

school and appointments had been 
removed. In the year and a half since, 
the Government has ignored calls 
for a review of the system and the 
reinstating of some of the cancelled 
services.

Instead of doing the bread and 
butter work of governing—
providing adequate and reliable 
public transport—the Berejiklian 
Government has been obsessed with 
selling off and privatising our assets. 
Newcastle needs regular, reliable 
public transport.

While Newcastle bus routes and 
timetables needed some updating, 
the changes made by Keolis 
Downer have been too radical and 
have left too many public transport 
users without options. This year 

in Parliament, I will again call for 
accountability on this issue, a review 
of the Newcastle public transport 
network and better services for the 
people of Newcastle.

This Government is right about 
one thing: Newcastle deserves a 
world-class public transport system. 
Unfortunately, as this NRMA survey 
has revealed, they have failed to 
provide one.

I am pleased to report that 
as the chair of the Throsby 
Creek Government Agencies 
Committee, I’m working to 
ensure the revitalisation of 
Throsby Creek.

As many in our community would 
remember, Throsby Creek has not always 
been the healthiest water way. Thanks to 
committed efforts of the local community, 
the creek has enjoyed significant 
improvements – it was reported earlier in 
the year that a shark was sighted in the 
creek, a sure sign of a healthy ecosystem.

The plan will deliver on goals that 
further improve the water quality, 
ecosystem health and biodiversity as 
well as alleviating the effects of flooding 
and decrease gross pollutants.

Two years ago, the Berejiklian Government handed Newcastle public transport over to private 
provider Keolis Downer, promising Newcastle a world-class public transport system. Instead, 
Newcastle has been subjected to two years of chaos. Now a survey from the NRMA has placed 
Newcastle’s public transport network among the five worst in the state!

NEWCASTLE BUSES AMONG STATE’S WORST

THROSBY CREEK CATCHMENT AGENCIES PLAN DELIVERED
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Much has been achieved at Throsby 
Creek already, but with inter-agency 
cooperation and a clear vision of 
where to go in the future, we’ll be able 
to continue this work and keep the 
Creek healthy,

I want to thank all of the government 
agencies and community members 

that have had input into and assisted 
in delivering the plan. This is a clear 
example of what can be achieved 
when we work together. I am pleased 
to have been able to deliver such an 
important strategy for our community.

You can see the Plan online at 
throsbycreek.net.au. 
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Despite ongoing negotiations with the 
Department of Family and Community 
Services, it has been revealed more 
than 120 nurses who specialise in 
caring for people living with disabilities 
will lose their jobs as the latest round 
of cuts to disability services goes 
ahead. Many of the impacted workers 
will not be offered redundancies.

Up to 410 nursing staff, including 79 
registered nurses, 76 enrolled nurses 

(EN) and 255 assistants in nursing 
(AIN), were considered “in scope” for 
a transfer to the group homes that will 
replace care centres like the one at 
Stockton. However, no ENs and only 
some AINs will transfer.

Many people with relatives living at 
Stockton Centre have expressed 
dismay at the news, and I am 
concerned about what this means 
for people living with disabilities in the 

Newcastle area moving forward.

I have written to the NSW Minister 
for Families, Communities and 
Disabilities and urged him to 
reconsider his decision to sack 
more than 120 experienced nurses 
and health care professionals. 
If the government does proceed 
with sacking these staff, they must 
all have full access to redundancy 
packages.

The Berejiklian Government 
has failed to deliver $12.7 
million promised for the 
construction of a cruise ship 
terminal in Newcastle. 

It’s no secret that Newcastle is a 
beautiful place. With some of the best 
beaches in the world, easy access to 
the idyllic Hunter Valley and pristine 
and National Parks, Newcastle has a 
lot to offer visitors. A modern world 
class cruise ship terminal would 
help bring tourists into Newcastle, 
boosting the local economy and 
delivering thousands of new visitors 
into the Lower Hunter.

The Port of Newcastle requested 
additional funding to deliver a world 
class facility but the Berejiklian 
Government refused, instead 
reneging on the $12.7 million funding 
agreement that would have seen 
the port deliver a basic cruise ship 
terminal.

At the same time, the Government is 
spending $55 million on cruise ship 
facilities in Eden, which is located in 
the electorate of Minister for Transport 
and Roads, Andrew Constance. Eden 

More than 120 nurses are set to lose their jobs in the Hunter, as the Minister for Family and 
Community Services moves to close the Stockton, Kanangra and Tomaree disability centres.

Hunter nursing staff cuts

CRUISE SHIP TERMINAL SUNK

has been visited by far fewer cruise 
ships than Newcastle.

The sale of the Port of Newcastle 
for $1.75 billion was meant to 
deliver an injection of cash into the 
local economy. Instead, with secret 
anti-competitive clauses inserted 
into the 99 year lease to prevent the 
construction of container shipping 
capacity, the Government 

is preventing the Port from being 
able to diversify and is stifling 
Newcastle’s future economic growth.

The Port of Newcastle is facing a 
bumper year of cruise ship arrivals. 
This will be great for the local 
economy, but without a real, modern 
terminal how much money is being 
left on the table?
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A couple of people have referred to Gerry Bailey, Vietnam veteran, long-time volunteer 
and all-around local hero, as “The Mayor of The Junction”. His family has a long 
history in The Junction, and Gerry is an expert on the area. I had the great pleasure of 
attending Gerry’s ANZAC service again this year. I had a chat with Gerry to learn more 
about what he’s done for his fellow veterans and for the Newcastle community.

I can organise Congratulatory Messages for 50th, 60th, 65th and 70th Wedding 
Anniversaries and for 80th, 90th & 100th Birthdays. Depending on the celebration, 
messages will be received from the Governor of NSW, Premier of NSW, Prime Minister, 
Governor-General and State and Federal MPs. The Queen will also send special messages 
for 60th Wedding Anniversaries and 100th Birthdays. Please note to ensure messages arrive 
in time for the special celebration, three (3) weeks advance notice is needed for the requests 
to be processed. For more details, please phone my office on 4926 1126 or email newcastle@
parliament.nsw.gov.au or visit www.nsw.gov.au/contact-us/congratulatory-messages/

Tell me a little about the work you 
do, Gerry. I have been involved with 
the Men’s Career Health Group at 
the Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
for nineteen years. Mostly I work with 
veterans and their families, providing 
information on health and wellbeing. 
I have also been involved in Pitstop 
Health Program with Hunter New 
England Health, where people can stop 
by and get their blood pressure checked 
and things like that. I also worked with 
Alzheimers Australia, on the program 
“Mind Your Mind”. It went so well that 
they expanded it up the coast and we 
got extra funding. It was very successful. 

How about the Civic Park Memorial 
Grove? Since 2011, I’ve been involved 
with the war memorial preservation 
group in Civic Park. The Memorial Grove 
was a bit of a mess. I worked with some 

other volunteers and Council to secure 
funding for the Memorial Grove, and we 
keep it nice and tidy along with the New 
Lambton Heights Garden Club. 

The night before Anzac Day, we hold a 
candlelight service to honour the part 
of the ode which references the “Going 
down of the sun”. This year saw our 
eighth candlelight service. We work 
with local students and local veterans 
groups to make the day a success. 

Who is someone you admire, Gerry? 
I helped to bring the “Serving Country” 
photographic exhibition to Newcastle 
in April last year. This exhibition was 
put together by Belinda Mason, and 
featured photographs of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Island soldiers, telling their 
stories. I admire all of those men and 
women, but an RSN from the Army 

named Colin Watago, an Indigenous 
liaison officer who reaches out to the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
folks and runs camps for Aboriginal 
youth, really stuck out. I admire his 
love for all and the compassion he 
shows for everyone. Those are the 
sorts of people you really admire, they 
walk the walk as well as talk the talk.

What’s one last thing you’d like 
everyone to know? I really enjoy 
having interactions with veterans. As 
a veteran myself, I know what it’s like 
to come back from a war zone and 
experience issues with reintegrating 
once your service is done. Because 
of this, I’m working to open a 
Defence Shed for ADF veterans and 
first responders and their families –
something like a Men’s Shed, a place 
to come and work together.

Congratulatory Messages
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Keep in touch with Tim and 
find out what’s happening 
across Newcastle.

CONTACT TIM
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Local Hero: Gerry Bailey


