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FIGHT TO SAVE STOCKTON CONTINUES
Last month the erosion at Stockton
Beach seriously worsened, causing
the suburb’s only childcare centre to
be permanently closed as the building
is now precariously unsafe.

Opposition Leader Jodi McKay visited Stockton to see the crisis firsthand.

Coastal management is primarily the responsibility
of councils, while the Minister for Local Government
administers the state legislation. The day after the childcare
centre closure was announced I took our Shadow Minister,
Greg Warren, to Stockton Beach so he could see firsthand just how dire the situation was becoming. After
seeing footage of the beach at crisis point Opposition
Leader Jodi McKay visited in late September.
Through Parliamentary Questions On Notice and Notices
of Motion I have been calling on the Government to step
up for several years. Just last year the community rallied
and collected 10,000 signatures on a petition which
allowed the erosion issue to be heard on the Parliament
floor. In September I again raised the issue in Parliament,
calling for Government assistance to fast track the
Coastal Management Program for Stockton Beach
and provide funding for a long term solution.

Sandbags line the beach to temporarily block the swell from
battering the shore.

In August, I once again asked the NSW Government
to step in and help Newcastle council implement its
management plan for the beach. A week later the
Minister acknowledged my plea and asked the NSW
Coastal Council to provide assistance.
An amazing community groundswell has happened over
the last few weeks, which has lifted our campaign to the
next level. As a result the story was picked up by 9 News
Sydney and 10 News First Sydney, building on coverage
we have also had on ABC TV.
The fight continues but I will not give up.

Shadow Minister for Local Government Greg Warren and
I speak with a resident about her growing concerns.

Tim Crakanthorp MP
State Member for Newcastle

SIGN THE PETITION TO SAVE JENNY’S PLACE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCE CENTRE

2 NEWCASTLE | COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

HAPPY SPRING!
I’m sure I’m not alone in thinking this is a fantastic time of year. It’s a little
easier to get out of bed in the morning and the days are delightfully longer.
However, this year Spring also means water restrictions, and these kicked in
for us in mid-September. The Hunter’s dam levels are at the lowest they have
been in 20 years; we all need to do our part to protect this precious resource.
Even with our winter break Parliament
has been very busy. I was very proud to
be able to deliver a speech before the
vote on the Abortion Law Reform Bill,
while I was also given the opportunity
to stand up for Hunter manufacturing in
a Public Interest Debate. You can read
more about these in this newsletter.

We have just four Parliament sitting
weeks left this year, and I’m really
looking forward to my final opportunities
for 2019 to hold the Government to
account. To stay up-to-date you’re
always welcome to contact my office.
Tim Crakanthorp MP
State Member for Newcastle

WOMEN’S
CHOICE HITS
PARLIAMENT
FLOOR
The Abortion Law Reform Bill (previously
known as the Reproductive Health Care
Reform Bill) will ensure women have
safe, reliable and affordable access to
terminations, overturning a 119-year-old
law that deemed the practice illegal.
On 26 September 2019 abortion was
decriminalised in New South Wales.
This bill brings reproductive health
care into the 21st century, updating
our legislation to reflect what is
considered best practice for women’s
health care and community attitudes
to body autonomy.
The fact is, the existing law is simply
archaic. It was created at a time when
women couldn’t even vote, let alone
be allowed to make decisions about

their own bodies. Our attitudes have
certainly changed over the last century,
and our legislation needs to reflect this.
NSW is actually the only state that still
considers abortion to be a crime.
Additionally, this legislation does little
to change what is already occurring,
and actually implements some extra
safeguards. For example, in the very
rare case that a termination occurs
after 22 weeks it now must have the
consent of two doctors.

I voted for this bill. I believe that this
is a health issue, not a legal one. I
support a woman’s right to choose,
and I support her right to choose
without stigma or shame.
I received a lot of correspondence on
this issue, and I thank every person who
got in touch. The majority of feedback
I received was in support of the bill,
and while I did receive some unkind
emails there were many objectors who
expressed their feelings respectfully and I
am very appreciative of that.
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OUT & ABOUT WITH TIM

Mark and Richard made sure I didn’t miss
out on my copy of The Big Issue.

The members of Hillcrest Tennis Club
are always very welcoming.

Barbara and Kaye were just two
of many fantastic volunteers working
on Daffodil Day.

Fantastic to tour Koppers in
Mayfield West to see how they are
reducing their emissions.

Newcastle City Police District are doing
fantastic community engagement work,
like this Pop Up Police Station in Hamilton.

Rob, Julie and Nicole presented me
with my shirt ahead of Lifeline’s World
Suicide Prevention Day dawn walk.

NEWCASTLE PRIDE
In August the second Newcastle Pride Fair Day was held in Foreshore Park, celebrating diversity and belonging. I had a
wonderful day at the event – the atmosphere was buzzing, the weather was gorgeous and everyone was clearly having a
great time. Over 10,000 people attended, which is significant growth on the inaugural event, and is testament to the hard
work and enthusiasm of the Newcastle Pride committee. Congratulations to all involved. I can’t wait for next year!
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FIGHTING FOR FUNDING:
JENNY’S PLACE DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE RESOURCE CENTRE

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
This petition of the residents of Newcastle brings to the attention of the House the likely closure of the Jenny’s
Place Domestic Violence Resource Centre, a much-needed service for Hunter women in crisis.
Established in 2008, the Resource Centre assists approximately 60 women each month experiencing family and
domestic violence by providing counselling, safety and exit planning and other specialised support services.
The undersigned petitioners ask the Legislative Assembly to fund this vital resource to ensure that women
experiencing family and domestic violence situations receive timely, appropriate and specialised support.
NAME

MOBILE

SIGNATURE

MOBILE

SIGNATURE

MOBILE

SIGNATURE

MOBILE

SIGNATURE

MOBILE

SIGNATURE

EMAIL

ADDRESS

NAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

NAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

NAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

NAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

Please return completed petitions to: Tim Crakanthorp MP, 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300. For more
copies, please contact Tim’s office on (02) 4926 1126 or take a photo and email to newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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LOCAL MANUFACTURING ON STATE AGENDA
In August the Opposition brought a debate about NSW manufacturing
to the Parliament floor and I stood up for the Hunter industry.
Since the Liberals came to power our
local manufacturing has been decimated
through the offshoring of large contracts,
including double-decker buses from
Malaysia, trains from China and South
Korea, Metros from India and light rail
vehicles from France and Spain.
The Hunter has proven time and
time again that we are capable of
these kinds of jobs – we’ve built the
Waratah trains, Navy ships, ferries
and buses – and yet this Government
not only took these contracts away
from their own state; they took them
away from their own country.

Earlier this year the hardworking
Australian Manufacturing Workers
Union undertook an analysis of census
data, which indicated that since the
Liberals came to power there has
been a 54 per cent decline in the
number of rail technicians and trades
workers in New South Wales.
In just eight years this Government
has shamefully been responsible
for the loss of more than 67,000
manufacturing jobs. Meanwhile, in
Victoria, 65 new trains are being built
on home soil, creating 1100 jobs – of
which 15 per cent are dedicated to

Deputy Opposition Leader Yasmin
Catley and I met with Broadmeadow
rail workers as we continue to fight
to keep Government manufacturing
contracts in NSW.

apprentices, trainees and cadets.
If Victoria can do it, so can we.

BERYL & FRANK’S

PUSH CONTINUES FOR
SAFE CBD CYCLEWAYS

Not many people achieve
a platinum anniversary,
but Stockton’s
Beryl and Frank Rigby
have reached this
terrific milestone!

In August I convened a roundtable with Shadow
Minister for Active Transport Jo Haylen and
stakeholders in the cycling community.

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY

In early September I visited with a certificate and flowers as
Beryl and Frank were celebrating an amazing 70 years of
marriage!
Frank may be a familiar name – he was elected to
Newcastle City Council in 1980 and remained there for 15
years, which included spending six years as Deputy Lord
Mayor from 1989. Frank was also named on the Queen’s
Birthday honours list in 2007.
In 1993 Frank and Beryl founded the John Hunter Hospital
Kids’ Club, which continues to raise money to buy muchneeded equipment for the hospital.

Our aim was to establish what our community’s priorities
are when it comes to advocating for safe cycleways
around Newcastle.
Overwhelmingly the biggest concern that was raised was safety
around the light rail tracks in the Newcastle CBD off the back
of a series of terrible accidents along the route. An east to west
cycle link that was separated from traffic was concluded
as being a priority. Ironically, this very idea was floated before
the light rail was installed and even during its planning.
The Government was told then, and is still being told, that
provisions for cyclists in Newcastle are a must. They are
refusing to listen, but I’m not giving up. I will continue to
fight to ensure that our cyclists are safe.

Just before Valentine’s Day in 2013 they appeared in the
Newcastle Herald, as Frank had a six-decade long tradition
of placing his love poetry in the paper every February 14.
My office can organise congratulatory messages for
50th, 60th, 65th and 70th wedding anniversaries, and
80th, 85th, 90th and 100th birthday. To ensure messages
arrive in time three weeks’ notice is needed. Get in touch
with my office for more information.

Shadow Minister for Active Transport Jo Haylen and cycling advocate
Bernie Hoskings met me at a dangerous intersection for cyclists.
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REPRESENTATIVE

AWARDS

HUNTER VOLUNTEER CENTRE

Have you represented NSW in a
competitive field? You may be
eligible for a NSW Government State
Representative Award. Nominees
can be any age and from any field of
endeavour, including sport, music,
the arts or academia. For more
information contact my office and
we can help with arrangements.
1. Deborah Pugh represented
NSW at the Australian National
Dragon Boat Championships
2. Monique Collin represented
NSW at the School Sport Australia
Diving Championships
3. Kurtis White represented NSW
at the School Sport Australia
National Football Championships

Hunter Volunteer Centre is a fantastic not-for-profit group who
link individuals looking for a volunteering opportunity with local
organisations who are in need of a hand.
In August I visited with Jo Haylen,
the Shadow Minister for Seniors and
Volunteers. I was very keen for Jo
to hear about how the Centre works
and the positive influence it has had
on the city.

These days Hunter Volunteer Centre
is based at 408 King Street and
not only marries up volunteers with
organisations in need, but supports
disadvantaged families to enhance life
skills and chances of employment.

The Centre now operates out of
Newcastle West, but was started
almost 40 years ago by Margo
Thomson who was granted the use
of a dilapidated, slightly vandalised
and unfurnished cottage at 22
Stewart Avenue, Hamilton East.
With volunteer help and three
major working bees the cottage
was cleaned up, allowing the
organisation to spend the next 12
months developing its philosophy
and constitution.

One of my favourite programs run by
the Centre is the Community Visitors
Scheme, which matches volunteers
with a resident of an aged care facility.
All the volunteer is required to do is
visit occasionally. This helps combat
the isolation that many of our elderly
citizens face.

The growth was so large that in
1983 the Centre expanded into the
cottage next door and five fulltime staff positions were created,
before it became an incorporated
association in 1987.

Volunteering is an essential and wonderful
thread in our social fabric, encouraging
people to pursue hobbies, become more
active and engage with their community.
The work of Hunter Volunteer Centre
in this sphere has made Newcastle a
much stronger and brighter city.
If you’re interested in opportunities
through Hunter Volunteer Centre you can
email info@hvc.org.au or call 4929 4424.

CONTACT TIM

Keep in touch with Tim and
find out what’s happening
across Newcastle.

A: 414 Hunter Street, Newcastle NSW 2300
E: newcastle@parliament.nsw.gov.au
P: (02) 4926 1126 F: (02) 4926 2134
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