
 

The upcoming elections in September will produce the 22nd Knesset (Parliament) of Israel, which will lead to the 

formation of Israel’s 35th government.   

Elections were called just 50 days after Israelis took to the polls in April, in the aftermath of Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s unsuccessful attempt to form a coalition and the 21st Knesset voted to disperse itself.  

Key dates: 

➢ May 29:              The 21st Knesset voted to dissolve parliament. 

➢ July 2:  Labor expected to hold primaries for party leader. 

➢ July 28:               The list of registered voters is published.  

➢ August 1:           Deadline to submit party lists to the Central Elections Committee.  

➢ August 18:         Central Election Committee discusses requests to disqualify a candidate or party list. 

➢ August 25:         Supreme Court decides regarding approval or disqualification of candidates or party lists. 

➢ August 27:          Israeli citizens receive notifications of the locations of their voting booths.  

➢ September 3:     Beginning of election advertising on television & radio.  

➢ September 5:     Diplomats and sailors cast their votes abroad.  

➢ September 6:     Deadline to submit surplus votes agreements.  

➢ September 13:  Publication of the final public opinion polls.  

➢ September 17:  Election Day. Exit polls at 22:00. More accurate (but not final) results expected overnight. 

➢ September 18:  Election results announced. Parties have one week to submit appeals.  

President Rivlin begins consultations with party leaders before tasking the candidate most 
likely to form a coalition to do so. Once tasked by the president, that candidate has 28 days 
to form a government and can request another 14 days if necessary.  

➢ September 25:  Publication of official election results.  

➢ Early October:   Inauguration of 22nd Knesset.  

Inauguration usually takes place two weeks after election day, but since the Jewish New 
Year (Rosh Ha’Shanah) falls on the week of September 29-October 1, it will likely take place 
during the second week of October. 

Facts and Figures: 

• In April’s election there were 6,339,279 eligible voters. That number is expected to slightly increase in the 

upcoming elections. The updated figure will be released on July 28, as the Ministry of Interior publishes the 

full list of eligible voters. 

• 4,340,253 Israelis voted in April’s elections, a turnout of 68.46%. 

• The number of votes needed to pass the threshold in April’s elections was 140,052. This number is likely to 

change slightly in September as it’s also determined by the number of invalid votes, which are deducted 

from the equation.  

• In April’s elections 366,016 of the valid votes went to parties that eventually did not pass the threshold. In 

total, 8.49% of the valid votes “went to waste” in this process.  

 


