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(QUEEN’S PARK) – In December, a report commissioned by the Liberal Government recommended a ten 
cent per litre increase in the gas tax. On Wednesday, at Queen’s Park, Members of Provincial Parliament 
were given their first chance to weigh in on the controversial proposal in the form of a PC motion 
opposing it. The proposal won the support of the government members while the opposition PC caucus 
and Prince Edward-Hastings MPP, Todd Smith, opposed the imposition of a higher gas tax on Ontario’s 
drivers. The motion was defeated by a vote of 41-38 as only three NDP members vote to oppose the 
government’s plan to increase the gas tax. 
 
“When the Government’s panel came back in December and recommended a ten cent increase in the 
gas tax, my office was flooded with emails, phone calls, letters and social media messages asking where I 
stood on the issue.” Smith stated. “I was happy to oppose the gas tax increase today but I think this is 
something the government is going to bring up again in the future.” 
 
The ten cents per litre increase in the gas tax would be used, allegedly, to fund transit projects in the 
Toronto area. The report, issued by the Ministry of Transportation in December highlights a number of 
tax and fee increases that could be used to fund the same Toronto area projects. The idea of a ten cent 
per litre increase in the gas tax is one that Premier Kathleen Wynne has refused to back away from and 
one that members of her caucus today, voted to support. 
 
“Ten cents a litre hits everyone.” Smith continued. “It hits farmers, it hits manufacturing because of the 
increased transportation costs but it hits families hard at a time when many of them are already feeling 
the pinch. This government has already doubled your hydro rate, now they want you paying an extra ten 
cents a litre every time you drive to work or take the kids to hockey.” 
 
A ten cent per litre increase in the gas tax would give Ontario, by far, the highest gas tax in the country. 
Smith said that an increase in gas tax would hit his rural and older constituents hardest. The other 
problem, Smith concluded, was that people had lost trust that the government would spend the money 
wisely. “The question really is, can you trust the same people that brought you the billion dollar gas 
plant scandal with more of your money?” 
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