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My name is Franz Hartmann. I’m the Executive Director of the Toronto Environmental 
Alliance and like many deputants today, I represent the tens of thousands of 
Torontonians who rely on people like me to speak on their behalf at Committee meetings 
like this. 
 
Later my colleagues will be speaking to the importance of some of the key 
environmental services on the chopping block today. I’m limiting my very brief remarks to 
the impact cutting these important environmental services will have on the city’s 
operating budget. 
 
We were told this morning by the City Manager and the Mayor that the point of this 
whole exercise is to reduce the gap between expected revenues and expected 
expenses in the city’s operating budget.  
 
But existing staff reports and publicly available knowledge, not my interpretation, make it 
clear that eliminating the environmental services on the potential chopping block will do 
almost nothing to deal with this gap.  
 
First, Community Environment Days are funded out of the city’s garbage fee, not the 
operating budget. Eliminating these days won’t do anything to reduce the city’s operating 
expenses. As well, the Community Environment Days pretty well pay for themselves, as 
outlined in the KPMG report. 
 
Second, the Toronto Atmospheric Fund is a candidate for consolidation and reduction. 
The Toronto Atmospheric Fund does not get one penny from the city’s operating budget. 
It is entirely funded by an endowment and has saved the city over $50 million in energy 
costs and helped leverage hundreds of millions of dollars in private sector investment in 
green jobs that add directly to the city’s economic vitality. 
 
Third, the Toronto Environment Office, the city’s equivalent of the Ministry of the 
Environment, is also a candidate for consolidation and reduction. Interestingly, the City 
Manager’s report notes that many functions performed by the TEO may have to be 
contracted out to a consulting firm.  
 
So, if cutting these and other necessary environmental services that are core to building 
a healthy and economically viable city, don’t save the city any money on its operating 
budget, then why are you contemplating cutting them?  


