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Background on 

HB 2916 - Rule of Law Enforcement Act 
 

Why Texas Needs the Rule of Law Enforcement Act 
 

 This act provides a check and balance on local government when it goes wrong.  
The relationship between local prosecution and law enforcement officers is a 
complex one, and subject to abuse.  Having a non-federal, outside look at local 
corruption can help all Texans have confidence in the integrity of their local 
officials. 

 Wealthy out of state interests have poured millions into flipping Democratic 
primaries for District Attorney in the big Texas counties to the most radical, anti-
law enforcement candidates, then insuring that they get elected in the general 
election. 

 The counties that have been influenced by these radical, out-of-state, billionaires 
include Harris, Dallas, Travis, and Bexar. 

 Under these regimes, millions of Texans live where fundamental violations of law 
will not be prosecuted, endangering their safety, enabling well-funded terror 
groups to hijack legitimate peaceful protest by destroying property and threatening 
lives, and in general corroding rule of law and respect for our Constitution and 
laws. 

 
What does the Rule of Law Enforcement Act do? 
 

 The act gives independent prosecutorial power on important criminal statutes to 
the Attorney General, preventing one District Attorney from stopping vital law 
enforcement in his or her jurisdiction. 

 The criminal statutes for which the Rule of Law Enforcement Act gives 
independent prosecutorial enforcement power to are: 
 Abuse of Office (TEX. PENAL CODE § 39), including: 

 Abuse of Official Capacity (39.02) 
 Official Oppression (39.03) 
 Violations of the Civil Rights of Person in Custody (39.04) 
 Failure to Report Death of Prisoner (39.05) 
 Misuse of Official Information (39.06) 
 Failure to Comply with Immigration Detainer Request (39.07) 

 Sedition (TEX. GOV’T CODE §§ 557.01-05) 
 Riot and Obstructing Travel (TEX. PENAL CODE § 42) 
 Disrupting Meeting or Procession (TEX. PENAL CODE § 36) 

 


