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 OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS ON SIDEWALK LABS DEVELOPMENT 

The expansion of Toronto’s waterfront is a vital opportunity for our city. Currently, Waterfront Toronto 
is evaluating development plans put forward by Google’s Sidewalk Labs. The outcome of this deal will 
reach beyond this parcel of land, potentially setting new norms for development in Toronto. 

Sidewalk Labs claims that they are “reimagining cities to improve quality of life” and aims to achieve 
“new standards of sustainability, affordability, mobility, and economic opportunity.” However, there 
are many outstanding questions arising from the proposal process and the project itself. 

It is clear that technological change will disrupt the way we live. Our governments have a responsibility 
to ensure that the project outcomes uphold the principles of freedom, inclusion, democratic control, 
sustainable development, strong public services and a results in a thriving workforce with good jobs. 

Before any approval, the following questions need to be addressed: 

1. Sidewalk Labs aims to expand its development to an area far greater than the 12-acre site they 
were asked to bid on. If Google will not abide by geographic scope of the original agreement,  

  What assurances will we have that the company will respect the public interest by 
adhering to public policies? 

2. Google’s proposal for a “Smart City” affects many services. Services delivered by the City of 
Toronto or its public agencies are decided through democratic, transparent decision-making. 

  Will Google’s plans support public service delivery, or will the public interest be 
undermined in favour of private profit?  

3. Toronto has seen mixed outcomes of the gig economy. Uber ushered in a “ride sharing” 
industry that has had detrimental impact on the livelihoods of anyone who drives for a living. 

  What will be the impact of new disruptive technologies in Google’s Smart Cities 
plan? How will these impact the employment standards of Toronto’s workers?  

4. The speed of technological growth and personal usage has allowed collection of personal data 
at unprecedented levels, outpacing the current legal parameters. The expansion of surveillance 
poses a threat to human rights – of workers, residents, and the public. 

  How will Google and all levels of government ensure that information collected 
accords with an enforceable framework for personal digital rights? 

5. Toronto has a crisis of affordable housing. The Google proposal calls for a portion of units for 
mixed income housing. 

  How much of this development will be guaranteed for deeply affordable units for 
low and moderate income families? 

6. Community Benefits Agreements are an important vehicle to ensure access to skills and job 
opportunities for Toronto’s diverse communities. 

  Will Google commit to delivering a strong community benefits program? Will it 
commit to union construction? 
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