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Threatened Plants Tasmania Newsletter 

December 2009 
From the President 
As forecast in the June newsletter the spring season has been very busy, more so 

because of the excellent seasonal conditions state-wide. In particular, the orchid 

monitoring at Milford turned up record numbers of two critically endangered species 

and TPT members were instrumental in setting up transects for on-going monitoring 

of both these species.  

 

Meanwhile, at Pontville, stalwart members revisited the lichen transects on a cold, 

windy and damp winter‟s day. Our overnight trip in spring saw members in and 

around Epping Forest in the midlands biodiversity hotspot. Although the two target 

orchid species eluded us, a large number of threatened annual plants were discovered. 

Further details of our recent trips are included in this newsletter. 

 

As always we are also planning new projects. Jointly with our friends at the 

Threatened Species Section, we have a proposal with the Cradle Coast NRM to 

provide support to a nominated list of threatened species in the north-west of the 

State. A major survey for threatened species at The Vale of Belvoir on 6 to 8 February 

will be one of many activities in this project. Belinda Colson of Cradle Coast NRM is 

taking an active role in coordinating this project. 

 

Unfortunately our proposal to Caring for Country as part of a large WWF proposal 

was unsuccessful. As a result, WWF now have to close down some of their threatened 

species project coordination, which is a great loss. Meanwhile, TPT resurrected a 

micro-version of the same proposal in the Community Action Grants round. We are 

still awaiting the outcome from this. 

 

Amidst all the frenetic activity in the field, there has been some attention to TPT 

development. We have a new website project underway, with the executive providing 

feedback to a design proposal from Richard White, who has generously volunteered 

to manage the project for us. We have also accepted an invitation to attend the 

Australian Plant Society Wildflower Spectacular in October 2010 to promote our 

activities to the community. 

 

At the end of another busy and fulfilling year, I thank the TPT committee, all the TPT 

volunteers in 2009 and the dedicated staff of DPIPWE‟s Threatened Species Section 

for their leadership and friendship. Under Wildcare rules, the TPT AGM will be in the 

first three months of 2010. We are still trying to work out a suitable date amongst 

proposed field trips with dates still in flux. All members will be advised when dates 

are known. 

 

Finally, I wish all our members a very happy Christmas and fulfilling New Year.  

 

Phil Collier 22 December 2009 
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Reports of recent activities 
 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area 30 October 2009 by Belinda Colson 

 

THIS GROUP IS NOT THREATENED!  

 

Threatened Plants Tasmania (TPT), a Wildcare group located statewide, has just 

formed a relationship with Cradle Coast NRM as part of our Caring for our Country 

program. 

 

TPT is a volunteer organisation that congregates on any land tenure and assists with 

recovery of federally or state listed threatened species.  These include native and 

endemic orchids, but also perennials, and ephemeral species that are tiny, and can 

only be seen when conditions are favourable. 

 

Recently a small, enthusiastic group of TPT members visited the Arthur-Pieman 

Conservation Area to look for the Arthur River Greenhood Pterostylis rubenachii - 

the first time in ten years a concerted effort had been made to monitor the species.  

The plant is really only visible in the Spring and seems to favour open ground with 

some disturbance.  Our experienced volunteers found 180 plants which is about 22% 

of the plants that were seen in 1999. Phil Collier, the President of TPT, cannot 

identify a single reason for the drop in population. “It may be a legacy of the dry 

summer of 2008, changed grazing practices, understorey regrowth, variation in the 

timing of the flowering season or a combination of these factors. Working out the 

reasons for change is what makes this type of survey so interesting.” 

 

 
Arthur River Greenhood Pterostylis rubenachii (Photo: Peter Tonelli)  
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Threatened spider orchids of the Midlands 14–15 November 2009 by Phil 

Collier 

 

Our weekend in the Midlands was spectacular with wild flowers in abundance 

especially in the burnt areas near the roadside. We first visited Epping Forest to see if 

we can find the extremely rare orchids: lindleys spider-orchid, Caladenia lindleyana 

and the rosy spider-orchid, Caladenia pallida. Unfortunately we found neither, but 

they have been very rarely sighted in recent times. Secondly, we visited Tom Gibson 

Nature Reserve and a Tasmanian Land Conservancy property immediately to the 

north surveying for populations of threatened flora species for the Natural Values 

Atlas. This was very successful with 17 threatened species recorded, mostly at new 

sites. We also saw 15 species of orchid, but none of these is threatened. There were a 

large number of members involved over the weekend and the energy and enthusiasm 

was remarkable, especially given the small size of some of the plants we found.  

 

Here is the list of threatened species found. Further information is available at the 

DPIPWE threatened species website
i
: 

Aphelia gracilis slender fanwort r  

Aphelia pumilio  dwarf fanwort r  

Arthropodium strictum  chocolate lily r  

Brunonia australis blue pincushion r  

Caesia calliantha blue grasslily r  

Glycine latrobeana clover glycine v VU 

Hyalosperma demissum moss sunray e  

Hypoxis vaginata sheathing yellowstar r  

Leucopogon virgatus var. brevifolius twiggy beardheath r  

Myriophyllum intergrifolium tiny watermilfoil v  

Pultenaea humilis dwarf bushpea v  

Ranunculus sessiliflorus var. sessiliflorus  rockplate buttercup r  

Senecio squarrosus leafy fireweed r  

Siloxerus multiflorus small wrinklewort r  

Stylidium despectum small triggerplant r  

Triglochin minutissimum tiny arrowgrass r  

Triptilodiscus pygmaeus dwarf sunray v  

Trithuria submerse submerged watertuft r  

 

 
Massed flowering of Arthropodium strictum chocolate lily (r) and Diuris sulphurea (Photos: Peter Tonelli)  
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Orchid monitoring at Milford 26 September 2009 and 10 November 2009 

by Richard Schahinger 

Adapted from Schahinger, R. (2009). Threatened Orchid Monitoring at Milford 

2009–2010: Caladenia saggicola and Prasophyllum milfordense. Department of 

Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, Tasmania. 

 

The report outlines the establishment of baseline monitoring for Caladenia saggicola 

and Prasophyllum milfordense in the spring of 2009, as well as the results of surveys 

of burnt and unburnt habitat undertaken at the same time. The monitoring results will 

be used to assess the effectiveness of management in maintaining orchid diversity. If 

detrimental changes in population structure are identified then this information will be 

used to alter the prescriptions within the management plan, with the aim of 

maintaining or promoting the expansion of the orchid populations. 

 

A total of 438 Caladenia saggicola were recorded at Milford on 26 September 2009 

in a 5 ha area), including 168 within the 2 ha rabbit-proof exclosure and 108 within 

the 140 by 20 m transect. This represents more than double the previous estimates, a 

presumed consequence of the above-average rainfall experienced in 2009. Caladenia 

saggicola was not recorded from the area burnt in April 2009. Caladenia saggicola 

was more-or-less at its peak flowering at the time of the surveys: 95 of the 108 plants 

within the transect were in full flower. 

 

199 plants of Prasophyllum milfordense were recorded on 10 November 2009 in a 4–

5 ha area, including 55 within the 2 ha rabbit-proof exclosure and 34 within the 140 

by 30 m transect. Only two plants were recorded in the area burnt in April 2009. After 

the „lean‟ years of 2007 and 2008 (20 and 0 plants, respectively), the 2009 figure 

represents a return to „historic‟ levels. Plants were more-or-less at their peak in terms 

of flowering. 

 

 
Threatened Plants Tasmania volunteers at Milford (Photo: Richard Schahinger) 
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Pontville native grasslands project by Alison van den Berg 

 

Since the last newsletter, a successful field day was held on 30 August which resulted 

in the rescoring of all transects set out for monitoring two threatened lichens, 

Xanthoparmelia amphixantha and Xanthoparmelia molliuscula. Dr Richard 

Schahinger led the day and worked with 8 volunteers which was a great turnout on 

what was a very cold and windy day, and the Jordan River flooding over the road. 

One further rescoring will be done around mid March next year, just before the 

planned burn on the property. We are grateful to Viv Muller who has managed the 

significant task of entering the results from both monitoring exercises into a database.  

 

There was also a great turnout on Saturday 5 December when 9 volunteers spent the 

day removing woody weeds from the site. One of the beautiful threatened plants in 

flower on the day was the Dianella amoena, and Richard showed the group two more 

threatened plants that were evident on the day –Desmodium varians, and a Caladrina, 

possibly eremaea 

 

So, as ever, a big thank you to all you volunteers that have contributed to the 

compilation of valuable information about the threatened plants on this site, and to 

controlling those woody weeds! 

 

 
Quadrats for counting lichens at Pontville on a cold August day (Photo: Robin Garnett)  
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General Meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens: RTBG 29 August 2009 by 

Robin Garnett 

 

The winter and spring of 2009 had more rain than the previous few years and TPT 

members were expecting a particularly good season for finding rare plants. In order to 

help prepare members for surveying for rare orchids and to enable us to “get our eye 

in” before flowering began, Mark Wapstra and Phil Collier gave presentations about 

Tasmanian orchids, illustrated by beautiful photos. 

 

 
Images of Thynninorchis nothofagicola and Chiloglottis trapeziformis (both endangered in Tasmania) shown at 

the August general meeting (Photos Phil Collier) 

 
General Meeting at the Man O’Ross Hotel: 15 November 2009 by Phil 

Collier 

 

The November General Meeting was preceded by an excellent overview of the Project 

Prioritization Protocol applied to Tasmania‟s threatened flora by Richard Schahinger 

of the Threatened Species Section. This project was an enormous task that involved 

determining the actions, costs and likelihood of success to secure the survival of many 

of our threatened species. The method
ii
 then produces a ranked list of species by cost 

of securing them. It was notable that just a few species consume the vast majority of 

the total cost. This project will provide a good basis for future funding applications. 

Richard and others at TSS are to be congratulated for the huge effort that was required 

in eliciting actions from experts and creating a ranked list that is not biased in favour 

of iconic species. 

 
2009 Committee 

 
Phil Collier TPT President phil@rubicon.org.au 0438 002615 

David O'Brien Vice-president david_ob@hotmail.com 0418 942781 

Alison Vandenberg Secretary Alison.VANDENBERG@deewr.gov.au 0408 687359 

Barry Wilson Treasurer btwilson@iinet.net.au 6248 6650 

Robin Garnett Committee robin@rubicon.org.au 0438 122110 

Michael Swanton Committee mswanton@asutas.org 0418 126271 

Michael White Committee mgwhite@aanet.com.au 6267 1589 

 

                                                 
i
 http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/SLEN-5P27QC?open 

ii
 http://www.uq.edu.au/spatialecology/docs/Publications/2009_Joseph_etal_OptimalAllocation.pdf 


