
1 

Threatened Plants 
Tasmania  

Newsletter 
December 2013 

Contents 

From the President, Viv Muller 2 

Training for TPT volunteers 3 

Hobart Field Botany Course 3 

TPT in the field 4 

Monitoring of Caladenia saggicola at Milford, 15 September 4 

Monitoring of Prasophyllum milfordense at Milford, 10 November 5 

Surveying at Narawntapu NP, 20 and 24 October 7 

Midlands trip, 26 October 8 

Arthur Highway surveys, 2 November 9 

Queen’s Domain, Hobart, 27 November 10 

Bushcare at Amy Street Reserve, 1 December 11 

Jordan Nature Reserve, 7 December 12 

Peter Murrell Orchid Discovery Day, December 1. 13 

A trip to Campbell Town and Tunbridge, 2 December 14 

TPT trip to Arthur River, November 1-4 15 

The mystery disappearance of flowering leek orchids 17 

New App for orchid lovers 17 

2013/2014 Committee 18 

Field Trip Program planned for January and February 2014 18 



2 

From the President, Viv Muller  
 

As usual TPT have had a busy field season this spring, with our regular orchid monitoring, our 

maintenance weeding at small significant sites for particular threatened species, and our survey 

work in the Midlands, in Narawntapu National Park, on the West Coast and on the Tasman 

Peninsula. So a particular thank you to those of you who have volunteered on these trips this 

season. 

Our field trip program has been augmented this year by a very successful Field Botany Course, 

funded by NRM South and run by ECOtas (Mark Wapstra and Fred Duncan), and we thank Mark and 

Fred for being willing to do it again in February, in the north this time, and funded by Cradle Coast 

NRM. Other volunteer activities include our contribution to the orchid conservation project of the 

Australian Seed Bank Partnership, conducted at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens seed bank 

laboratory run by James Wood, under the supervision of Nigel Swarts and Magali Wright. 

Our committee and field trip co-ordinators have been kept busy this year updating our Occupational 

Health and Safety procedures, which you may have noticed if you were volunteering on a trip. A 

special thank you to the Field Trip Co-ordinators for adapting so well to the new processes, and to 

the committee for sorting it all out! 

We have been extremely fortunate to be able to continue our collaboration with NRM South and 

CCNRM this year too, with considerable support from Magali Wright of NRM South, and of course 

we have been working to the priorities of the Threatened Species and Marine section, where the 

senior botanists, Richard Schahinger and Wendy Potts, are as always very patient and supportive. 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in March according to the Wildcare Inc rules, and we 

expect significant changes to the office bearers. If any of you feel inspired to contribute by being on 

the committee, please do get in touch. We are always looking for new people.   

Our Newsletter Editor, Robin Garnett, may pass on the job after this edition to give someone else a 

chance to use their editing skills. Robin has done a fantastic job chasing up tardy contributors and 

(helped by Phil Collier) producing the Newsletter, and we are very grateful for her work. (You can 

check out the previous editions at www.tpt.org.au). 

So we hope you enjoy reading in more detail about our trips in this end of year edition. 

Season’s greetings to you all  

Viv Muller 
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Training for TPT volunteers 

Hobart Field Botany Course 

Viv Muller 

Thanks to a funding grant from NRM South, TPT was this year able to offer a field botany course in 

Hobart, designed and delivered by Environmental Consulting Options Tasmania (ECOtas) 

 

Following a fascinating series of lectures from 

Fred Duncan and Mark Wapstra of ECOtas 

earlier in the year in Hobart, the first training 

field trip had been held on Mt Wellington (see 

the report in Wildtimes, September 2013, p19). 

The second field trip was timed to take 

advantage of the early spring flowering of flora 

in the Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland on 

sandstone (DAS in TasVeg terminology) of Peter 

Murrell Reserve.  

 

 

 

Once again Fred and Mark led us through an 

interpretive botany trail encompassing geology, 

general ecology, effects of fire management 

regimes and of landform and water table changes.  

We practised keying out individual species, 

grappling with the terminology of the 

Allocasuarina key, and working our way to one 

successful species assignment from the Acacia 

key, but were brought up short by an introduced 

Acacia, which of course did not feature in our key. 

The whole experience emphasised how important 

it is for budding field botanists to get out into the 

field as often as possible to observe, analyse and 

practise applying the tools at hand. The experience, expertise and enthusiasm of our instructors 

made the whole course a valuable and enjoyable learning experience. Thank you Fred and Mark!  

  

Fred and Mark in action during the botany course  
Ph Mark Wapstra 

Plant ID in the field Ph Mark Wapstra 
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TPT in the field 

Monitoring of Caladenia saggicola at Milford, 15 September  

Richard Schahinger, Threatened Species & Marine Section (DPIPWE) 

The trip to Milford was undertaken in perfect 

conditions, aside that is from the ubiquitous (& very 

large) mosquitoes, with ten enthusiastic volunteers in 

attendance.  The demographic transect set up for the 

EPBC-listed Caladenia saggicola (sagg spider-orchid) in 

2009 was re-scored, and the distribution of the species 

across the entire site re-mapped. 

Conditions at the site were found to be inordinately dry 

due to a very dry autumn and early-mid winter.  Not 

surprisingly then, the number of flowering plants was 

found to be well down on the boom years of 2009 and 

2012, with plants suffering a double whammy due to 

the impact of a series of very cold nights in the week 

leading up to the trip (many unhappy droopy plants).  A 

total of 180 flowering plants were recorded across the 

site, cf. 440 in 2009 and 380 in 2012, with 3 plants (1 in 

bud, 2 leaf only) in the area beside Pitt Water Road that 

had been burnt by the Tasmanian Fire Service earlier in 

the year.  

Malcolm & Peter had spent a considerable amount of 

time at the site with a metal detector prior to the trip, 

locating tags that been placed along the transect in previous years, which made the scorers task on 

the day a lot easier.  Some of the tags were found to be 3 to 4 cm beneath the surface of the sandy 

soil, which explains our difficulties in finding them in past seasons. 

One patch of orchids was covered by a dense mass of fallen branches, making re-scoring problematic 

(to say the least).  Vegetation and litter had built-up across the site, although somewhat unevenly, 

so there were still opportunities for recruitment & an increase in rabbit activity was also noted.  So a 

number of management issues to ponder (& address). 

After re-scoring and mapping was wrapped up, Magali Wright demonstrated the fine art of hand 

pollination, and subsequently caged several orchids so that seed could be collected down the track 

… all part of a project to propagate our threatened orchids (using facilities at Hobart’s Royal 

Tasmanian Botanical Gardens). 

A good day all round then, with thanks due in particular to Malcolm and Peter for their Herculean 

efforts. 

Magali at work on cross pollination Ph Viv Muller 
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Monitoring of Prasophyllum milfordense at Milford, 10 November 
Richard Schahinger, Threatened Species & Marine Section (DPIPWE) 

The second trip to Milford in 2013 was again blessed with fine weather, this time with eight TPT 

members in attendance.  The object of the day was to re-score the demographic transect set up for 

the EPBC-listed Prasophyllum milfordense (milford leek-orchid) in 2009, and also to re-map the 

species’ distribution across the Milford property. 

Conditions at the site had livened up considerably since the previous trip in mid September, with 

good rains in the interim and a range of species at their flowering peak.  Prasophyllum milfordense 

numbers overall were found to be comparable with the ‘good’ years of 2009 and 2012, with a total 

of 200 flowering plants recorded.  See table and map following for the break-down of plant numbers 

in the various burn unit and the species’ distribution at Milford.  

Malcolm Wells & Peter Fehre had again spent a considerable amount of time at the site with a metal 

detector prior to the trip, locating tags that been placed along the transect in previous years. They 

had also flagged a number of plants prior to the trip, which provided an insight into the impact of 

browsing by rabbits … at least 14 plants were found to have been completely munched, equivalent 

to a quarter of the total number of flowering plants recorded within the fenced area.   

So another good day all round then, with the population continuing to tick along quite happily in the 

absence of major disturbance.  Outstanding issues, including rabbit control and the next phase of the 

ecological burning program, are to be discussed with Milford’s owner in the next few weeks, with 

some assistance expected from NRM South in terms of rabbit control. 

 

Burn Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

1 0 55 26 19 72 45 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 0 16 12 6 13 5 

4 0 2 0 0 18 26 

5 0 126 12 16 124 122 

6 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Total 0 199 50 41 227 200 

 

Prasophyllum milfordense: number of flowering plants 

Note: Unit 4 was burnt in April 2009 & unit 3 in April 2013 
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Prasophyllum milfordense: mauve = 2009–2012, orange = 2013 
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Surveying at Narawntapu NP, 20 and 24 October 

Phil Collier 

On Sunday 20 October a small group set off with eyes to the ground looking for the clustered 

blowflower or Millotia muelleri at its only known location in Tasmania. We found a colony of these 

tiny daisies in and around a patch of bare ground just north of the lookout on West Head track at 

Narawntapu NP, not far from previously known sites. We also hoped to find other ephemerals, 

including small wrinklewort or Siloxerus multiflorusm, which turned up on cue at the previously 

recorded site. Now with our eyes “in” we spent some time at the top of the West Head gully, where 

we found a good population of the succulent pygmy purslane or Calandrinia granulifera. This proved 

to be a significant range extension from the nearest known site at Waterhouse Point. 

 

After lunch we found several other threatened ephemerals, including two species of ephemeral 

trigger plant, Stylidium sp., and two Phyllangium sp. We were fortunate to be invited home for 

afternoon tea by a local participant where we continued our survey, only to find two threatened 

ephemeral species in our host’s garden including Siloxerus multiflorus, only the second recorded site 

in the Greens Beach area. It’s not often that interesting discoveries keep turning up all day.  

On Thursday 24 October the weather was very windy for our foray to Badger Head, a less sheltered 

place is hard to find! This area had been burnt on 21 April 2013, and we were following up on the 

recovery of the two cliff-edge threatened shrubs. Both species are regenerating well: Pomaderris 

oraria shrubs are mostly re-sprouting, while Lasiopetalum baueri shrubs are regenerating from seed. 

The seedlings look rather different to mature plants, so we did some detective work to convince 

ourselves that we had cracked their disguise. We had a few other species on our wish list, some not 

seen for 50 or more years, but we had to content ourselves with some good patches of orchids. 

   

Millotia muelleri Calandrinia granulifera Phs Phil Collier 

Lasiopetalum baueri seedlings  Lasiopetalum baueri mature shrub Phs Phil Collier 
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Midlands trip, 26 October  
Viv Muller 

As always, our spring trip to the midlands proved very popular, 

with a full complement of volunteers and some extra 

professionals attending, including fauna specialists Karen 

Richards and Chris Spence, who were doing some invertebrate 

discovery on the day. Our survey area was on private property 

adjoining the Tom Gibson Nature Reserve, and our targets were 

the usual suite of ephemeral species, plus Pultenaea humilis , 

Stenanthemum pimeleoides and Brunonia australis, and of 

course orchids, including  Caladenia lindleyana. Although we 

didn’t find all our targets, we did obtain significant new records 

for the Natural Values Atlas, as shown in the table below. 

 

Threatened flora species recorded by TPT on 26 October 2013 (provided by Richard Schahinger) 

Species Common name` TSP Act EPBC Act Record count 

Arthropodium strictum chocolate lily rare – 27 

Brunonia australis blue pincushion rare – 9 

Haloragis heterophylla variable raspwort rare – 9 

Hyalosperma demissum moss sunray endangered – 1 

Hypoxis vaginata sheathing yellowstar rare – 13 

Isoetes drummondii subsp. drummondii plain quillwort rare – 11 

Myriophyllum integrifolium tiny watermilfoil vulnerable – 1 

Pultenaea humilis dwarf bushpea vulnerable – 8 

Schoenus latelaminatus medusa bogsedge endangered – 1 

Trithuria submersa submerged watertuft rare – 3 

Cardamine astoniae Spreading bitter cress Not listed - 2 

 

 

 

Cardamine astoniae is not actually a listed species, but it is 

another feather in Phil Collier’s cap, as there are only three other 

reports of this species in Tasmania, all in the general vicinity of 

Cradle Mountain.  

 

At our lunch break, we also conducted a brief general meeting, 

and at the end of the day Richard Schahinger showed off the 

Powranna State Reserve to a car-full of botanical enthusiasts.  

Hyalosperma demissum  
Ph Keith Martin-Smith 

Kate Shaw points to a spider orchid, 
Caladenia clavigera Ph Robin Garnett 

http://biocache.ala.org.au/occurrences/search?q=lsid:urn:lsid:biodiversity.org.au:apni.taxon:296093#map
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Arthur Highway surveys, 2 November 

Gudrun Wells 

We had 11 people turn out for our trip to along the Arthur Highway, including new member Alvin 

Lam, who was very interested to compare Tasmania’s terrestrial orchids to the arboreal orchids of 

his homeland in Malaysia. On the way there we were willing the heavy clouds to lift in order for the 

Thelymitra to come out, and we were indeed lucky enough to see some (T. ixiodes and T. aristata). 

First we stopped at a site along the Arthurs Highway near Murdunna, and although we didn’t see the 

target species (Thelymitra holmesii and T. jonesii), we did see Caladenia echidnachila and 

Prasophyllum concinnum. We were also treated to a lesson in orchid identification from Mark 

Wapstra, as we all tried to differentiate between some confusing Prasophyllum species (P. 

apoxychilum, P. brevilabre and P. pulchellum).  

Next we travelled to a section of Pirates Road that was burnt last summer, where Wendy Potts 

taught us about the role of Epacris spp in the ecosystem. Although we were unable to find any 

plants, we did find some Pterostylus aphylla, Lyperanthe suaveolens, and right at the end we spotted 

my highlight for the trip: some Burnettia cuneata This was particularly exciting for Magali Wright: 

She was collecting samples on this trip in order to isolate mycorrhizal fungi for the RTBG orchid 

propagation project.  

 

 

 

  

Burnettia cuneata Ph Richard White 
Prasophyllum apoxychilum Ph Richard White 
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Queen’s Domain, Hobart, 27 November  

Viv Muller and Richard Schahinger 

The management of Hydrocotyle laxiflora (stinking pennywort) on the Queen’s Domain was the 

subject of our recent investigation with Richard Schahinger, DPIPWE Threatened Species and Marine 

Unit, and three TPT volunteers. This species is classified as vulnerable in the Tasmanian Threatened 

Species Protection Act 1995. After a 2010 survey, a recommendation had been made to survey the 

population every two years. It had also previously been recommended that a survey be done in 

suitable habitat in the spring following any summer/autumn burn, which we were able to do on this 

occasion. However we did not find any new plants. We did rediscover several known patches 

though, and these patches were shown to be increasing in size. Flowering was at good levels. 

 

This species is described as ‘mostly diecious’ 

(male and female flowers occurring on separate 

plants), but at least one patch on the Domain, 

thought in the spring of 2010 to have mostly 

male flowers, in the autumn of 2011 was found 

to have mostly female flowers, with a few 

flowers containing both male and female parts 

(monoecious). [Hydrocotyle laxiflora at Queens 

Domain, Hobart: 2010 census & management 

issues]. During our survey one patch appeared 

to have characteristics of a monoecious flower, 

while other patches seemed to be either male 

or female. One of our volunteers has 

undertaken to revisit the patches during the 

season to try to pinpoint what changes might 

be occurring. Intriguing to say the least… 

An added bonus of the day was discovering one 

beautiful flowering specimen of Thelymitra 

silena and observing the lush swathes of white-

flowering Clematis gentianoides, a species 

which was obviously enjoying the post-burn 

conditions. 

  

Hydrocotyle laxiflora Ph Viv Muller 

Thelymitra silena Ph Viv Muller 
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Bushcare at Amy Street Reserve, 1 December  

Chris Obst 

TPT has now been helping out at Amy Street 

Reserve in West Moonah for the past three 

years. Amy St. is a key site for Velleia paradoxa 

(spur velleia), and one of the three most 

important populations for this species in 

Tasmania. After three years of undertaking 

population counts and important bushcare 

work, it was decided that further population 

counts are not necessary for at least a few more 

years. But the bushcare work must continue as 

those of you who have been involved in this 

type of work would well understand!  

Three dedicated TPT volunteers (all ex-South 

Australians – don’t Tasmanians like pulling out 

weeds?) spent several hours on a warmish day targeting mainly seedlings of boneseed, blackberry, 

sweet briar and cotoneaster and also anything else that caught our attention including two topped 

lavender plants that have previously not been encountered. It is satisfying to say that our efforts 

over the last three years, in conjunction with some contract weed spraying funded by the Glenorchy 

City Council, are paying dividends. The difference from three years ago is very noticeable and the 

reserve condition is improving considerably. All adult plants of boneseed, sweet briar and 

cotoneaster are gone and it is now just a sweeping effort through the reserve to remove the 

seedlings that are still popping up. Hopefully these will reduce over time without the adult plants to 

provide an additional seed source. In conjunction with the contract spraying which has mainly 

targeted blackberry and blue 

periwinkle a real difference is being 

made.  

Let us not forget the reason why TPT 

are at Amy St. in the first place - 

Velleia paradoxa. The population was 

alive and well and in beautiful flower 

at the time, along with many other 

flowering herbs and grasses. While 

numbers were not counted this year, 

the population appeared to be in a 

similar condition and abundance to 

previous years and there are no 

obvious reasons for concern. One 

issue that may be worth more 

discussion in the next year or two is 

that of sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata) regeneration which can shade out and out compete the 

native understory species. The sheoak regeneration has been increasing in the past few years, and as 

Velleia paradoxa at Amy Street Ph Chris Obst 

Alister weeding at Amy Street Reserve Ph Chris Obst 
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with several reserves in the Hobart City Council area may need active management to restrict its 

spread in order to help species such as Velleia paradoxa survive.  

A continued bushcare effort will be required in the future, although at our current half a day a year 

this is quite achievable for TPT, along with an ongoing commitment from the Glenorchy City Council. 

Thanks again to those who volunteered on the day and those who have helped out in the past, it is 

greatly appreciated.   

 

Jordan Nature Reserve, 7 December  

Viv Muller 

A keen group of six volunteers, including Richard 

Schahinger and Magali Wright, gathered at Ford Rd, to 

address the recurring weed issues at this significant 

remnant of grassland near Pontville.  The site contains 

several threatened species including Pultenaea prostrata, 

Cryptandra amara, Hibbertia basaltica, and two lichens 

from the Xanthoparmelia genus. All these species are doing 

well. The site is however under threat from woody and 

other weeds.  We have supported significant primary 

removal of these by contractors, but annual follow-up is 

essential to maintain control of this issue.  

After promising everyone that there was ‘always’ a cold 

breeze on the Reserve, the day, and the site, turned out to 

be very warm, even hot at times! Just as well we had extra 

water on hand. But everyone applied themselves 

energetically to the “cut and paste” technique, to remove 

small gorse plants, briar rose and blackberry regrowth, and 

some small hawthorn plants. We also pulled some 

Verbascum sp (mullein) and a Reseda sp (mignonette), but 

it was pleasing to see the very small numbers of these two species following our efforts over the last 

few years.   

The weediest patches are still around the edges of the site, and we will be calling in a contractor 

again to re-treat the briar rose and fennel on the western (Jordan River side) boundary, as this 

proved too much for us. But we feel we have the boundary with Ford Rd under control! We have 

fingers crossed for a planned burn there in the autumn. The Brighton Council and NRM South have 

also collaborated on a weed control program outside the reserve fence. 

  

Tackling the briar rose and blackberry at 
Jordan River Nature Reserve 

Ph  Magali Wright 
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Peter Murrell Orchid Discovery Day, December 1. 

Geoff Curry 

Our planned TPT Field Trip to Peter Murrell Reserve 

was postponed due to bad weather and 

rescheduled a week later. A group of 12 keen 

volunteers and our orchid expert, Chris Obst, 

assembled on a beautiful Sunday morning and set 

out to find the orchids.  

We found several plants of Prasophyllum 

concinnum, the Trim Leek Orchid and several 

Thelymitra flower spikes so the day was shaping up 

well and we could hope to see the Thelymitras open 

later in the day.  

The next orchids we found were Calochilus 

platychilus, the Strap Beard Orchid. This flower 

resembles a man’s face and usually has just one 

beard but this year we were privileged to see a 

plant with two beards and another with three 

beards all growing within 100 metres of each other. 

By now we all had our ‘Orchid Eyes’ on and one of 

our group found a freshly opened Caladenia alata, 

the Fairy Caladenia. This was a late flowering plant and a bonus for the group to see and compare 

with a few flowers of Caladenia atrata the Dark Caladenia we saw later in our walk. We moved 

further through the reserve and found a flock of Caleana major, Large Flying Duck Orchids and a 

large flock of freshly opened Paracaleana 

minor, Small Duck Orchids.  It’s a good 

flowering season for both species of Caleana 

and there are more flowers open this year than 

the last several years. As the day warmed up 

the Sun Orchids opened and we were fortunate 

to see Thelymitra juncifolia the Large Spotted 

Sun Orchid and possibly Thelymitra cyanea the 

Veined Sun Orchid. 

Our target species, Thelymitra atronitida, the 

Black Hooded Sun Orchid and Thelymitra 

malvina the Mauve Tuft Sun Orchid, proved 

elusive and we were unable locate and 

positively identify any plants of these species but the whole group enjoyed themselves and learnt 

something about our beautiful native orchids. 

  

Paracaleana minor  Ph Geoff Curry 

Calochilus platychilus  Ph Geoff Curry 
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A trip to Campbell Town and Tunbridge, 2 December  

Viv Muller 

Monitoring Prasophyllum olidum 

It had been decided earlier in the year not to re-monitor the 

Prasophyllum incorrectum population on the golf course this 

year, but to keep a watching brief, and we can confirm that the 

species continues to flourish. (We also note that Nigel Swarts 

and Magali Wright are in the process of growing several lab-

germinated seedlings of Prasophyllum incorrectum at the 

Botanical Gardens). We continue to monitor Prasophyllum 

olidum however, as last year there were only a few to be found. 

With apologies to the rest of the southern orchid team, we 

didn’t do a call for volunteers as only two extra people were 

required for the trip. However the monitoring result was a slight 

improvement on last year, as a few more orchids had emerged 

following a planned burn of the area. Most of these had been 

previously tagged, confirmation coming from Malcolm Wells’ 

expertise with the metal detector. However, as at Milford, most tags were well buried so were not 

disturbed.  

 

Grassland activities at Township Lagoon 

On the way back to Hobart, we called in at Tunbridge to visit 

Township Lagoon. After a recent (unscheduled) burn, there were 

a very few Leucochrysum albicans and Stackhousia subterranea in 

flower, and a few Pterostylis commutata spikes were observed. 

Our main reason for visiting though was to carry out some weed 

control on resprouting gorse and briar rose. The levels of these 

weeds has been dramatically reduced after our work, and the 

work of contractors, over the last few years, so we only needed 

to spend an hour weeding this time to make a significant 

difference. There is still some untreated gorse resprouting 

though, especially after the fire, and we will need to deal with 

that before it flowers.  We also ventured further into the site and 

discovered another patch of briar rose. However there were very 

few salsify plants this year. 

 

Prasophyllum olidum  
Ph Magali Wright 

Demonstrating the “cut and paste” 
technique at Township Lagoon  

Ph, Magali Wright 
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TPT trip to Arthur River, November 1-4  

Malcolm Wells 

TPT volunteers travelled to Arthur River to survey recently burnt areas and search for orchid species 

known to be flowering at the time. We joined together for a meal on the Friday evening and then 

divided into two groups for the weekend search.  Eighteen volunteers staying overnight were joined 

on Saturday and Sunday by Janine Cranny and her mother, Vicki Abblitt.  Janine’s brother, Don 

Abblitt, joined us on Saturday and as usual, they provided invaluable assistance with their local 

knowledge. 

 
 

TPT volunteers conducting a survey on the Arthur River trip Ph Malcolm Wells 

The two areas burnt in May this year yielded little in the way of orchid species, even Prasophyllum 

rostratum was found in only a few isolated places.  The most successful species was Thelymitra 

aristata.  Around the fringes of areas where the fire had not penetrated Calochilus herbaceous, 

Calochilus paludosus, Pterostylis aphylla, Pterostylis tasmanica and a few Pyrorchis nigricans were 

sighted. The fire was obviously too recent and this combined with one of the driest summers on 

record in the area, encouraged little growth. 

Saturday was a relatively mild and occasionally sunny day and a decision was made to take the 

whole group to Rebecca Lagoon where Thelymitras, Diuris lanceolata, Prasophyllum pulchellum, 

Caladenia atrochila and several Caladenia dienema were found.  A side trip into rocky outcrops just 

north of the Heemskirk Road found larger numbers of Caladenia dienema and Caladenia patersonii, 

although no one in the group felt confident in differentiating them because of species variation.  

Janine observed that the larger Caladenias seem to flower in two distinct phases, the first in late 

September and early October and then in some places, late October and early November.  The large 

number of pollinated flowers around supported this observation.  It was well after 5.00pm when we 

returned towards camp and we were able to observe a single Diuris palustris and a few Pterostylis 

rubenachii amongst the road works south of Arthur River. 
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The unidentified Prasophyllum species found at Arthur River 
Ph Malcolm Wells 

 

Sunday morning arrived cold, wet and windy but we ventured out to search an extensive area north 

of Bluff Hill Road that had been burnt in March 2012.  The result was little better than the areas 

burnt this year with similar species sighted and a couple of the larger Caladenias.  The highlight of 

the morning was the discovery right next to the road of a small population of a small green-yellow 

Prasophyllum that had first been found further north on West Point Road by Janine, Vicki and Don in 

2012.  The plants bear some resemblance to Prasophyllum pulchellum but appeared to have some 

distinctly different characteristics, particularly when the 2012 population was visited and the two 

species were found growing in close proximity.  For many of our group, an added bonus was visiting 

two Leptocerus menziesii plants, complete with large red leeches at Callaghans Scrub. 

Despite the lack of success at the previously burnt areas, an enjoyable weekend was had by all with 

a number keen to return next year.  A complete list of species sighted and identified over the 

weekend included: Burnettia cuneata, Caladenia atrochila, Caladenia carnea, Caladenia dienema, 

Caladenia patersonii, Caladenia pusilla, Calochilus herbaceous, Calochilus paludosus, Diuris 

lanceolata, Diuris palustris, Glossodia major, Leptoceras menziesii, Microtis arenaria, Prasophyllum 

elatum, Prasophyllum rostratum, Prasophyllum pulchellum, Prasophyllum sp., Pterostylis aphylla, 

Pterostylis rubenachii, Pterostylis tasmanica, Pyrorchis nigricans, Thelymitra aggericola, Thelymitra 

aristata, Thelymitra flexuosa , Thelymitra ixioides, Thelymitra pauciflora, Thelymitra polychroma, 

Thelymitra spadicea and Thelymitra rubra.  
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The mystery disappearance of flowering leek orchids  

Phil Collier 

TPT has been monitoring the crowded leek orchid, Prasophyllum crebriflorum, at Surrey Hills, NW 

Tasmania for five years. Following a significant decline in flowering over the preceding years, our 

2012 report recommended a burn of its grassland habitat, and this was conducted in June 2012. In 

2013, the rate of flowering declined further, which would have been a nasty surprise had we not 

completed “early season” monitoring of leaf emergence. Given that the burn was quite patchy, we 

were able to compare plants that had emerged in burnt places with those that emerged in unburnt 

places. This enabled us to piece together a much richer story of what had happened following the 

burn. Leaves that had emerged in the more open burnt areas were larger and primed to flower, but 

these were the leaves that had disappeared, presumably because of grazing. The details are in our 

2013 report, which is available from the TPT web site at http://tpt.org.au/tpt_project/ftr.php 

(website registration required). The results were also presented at the Australian Native Orchid 

Society’s Victorian Conference at Lake Fyans in November 2013. 

 

New App for orchid lovers 

Malcolm Wells 

There is a new app to assist in the identification Tasmanian native orchids produced by TPT member 

Malcolm Wells and colleague Bill Highman.  Bill had previously developed an app called Flowering 

Plants of Tasmania.  Orchids of Tasmania is only available on the ipad or iphone at present but an 

android version is being developed. 

With over 320 detailed photographs, Orchids of Tasmania describes 184 of approximately 220 orchid 

species native to Tasmania, Australia, including 70 endemic species. With a description of the botany 

of each species along with the preferred habitat, main flowering period and confusing species, the 

app assists in identifying both common as well as rarer species.  

A distribution map highlights where in Tasmania each species typically occurs while a search bar 

allows species to be located by either scientific or common name. As an aid to identification orchids 

may also be browsed by genus as well as flower colour. Orchids listed as threatened at both the 

state and national level are highlighted with a link to relevant sites for further species information. A 

glossary, as well as photographic descriptions, provide information regarding orchid anatomy and 

reproduction. 

The app is available from the itunes store for $2.95.  

 
 
  

http://tpt.org.au/tpt_project/ftr.php
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The AGM of Threatened Plants Tasmania will be held during the Field Trip to Coles Bay on the 

evening of 22 March. 

 

Field Trip Program planned for January and February 2014 
 

Date Action Site Species 

18-19 Jan 
Survey, re-score 

transects, 
quadrats 

Vale of Belvoir 

Orchids: Prasophyllum spp., 
Stackhousia pulvinaris (grassland candles) 

Leucochrysum albicans (grasslands 
paperdaisy) 

22 Feb Survey Mt Wellington Orchid: Prasophyllum amoenum 

22-23 March 

Survey including 
areas burnt in 
March 2013 

also 
AGM of TPT 

Coles Bay 
Lobelia rhombifolia, Scaevola aemula, 

Thryptomene micrantha, Corunastylis spp. 

29-30 March Survey 
Southport 

Lagoon 
Euphrasia gibbsiae subsp psilanthera, 

Corunastylis morrisii 
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