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From the President 
Phil Collier December 2011 

As the inaugural president of TPT, I have been privileged to oversee the way TPT has developed in its 

first three years as a voluntary organisation. It’s been great to be part of a large team that includes 

the project officers who inaugurated TPT, the committee over the last three years and all volunteers 

at our meetings, field trips and other events. We have a lot to be proud of. Our next challenge is to 

show that we are maturing as an organisation and that we have the depth in our membership to 

turn over the leadership roles. Our AGM is on 11 February at the Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens, 

so please consider whether you can help the organisation of TPT in 2012 and beyond. I will be 

standing down as President, but not as an active participant. 

TPT’s role has been quite varied: demographic monitoring of threatened species; surveying to 

establish or update population extent and size; and land management in the form of disturbance, 

fencing (both usually funded by us but provided by others) and/or weeding. We can be very proud of 

the Pontville grassland site, where we have conducted most of these activities. We also have 

provided many records in the Natural Values Atlas, several reports of field trips and up to four years 

of annual monitoring data (with only another 10 years to go)! 

TPT is unusual amongst Wildcare groups in having a legitimate interest in private land where 

threatened plant species occur. This includes several categories of public land, but increasingly 

private land that is subject to nature conservation covenant. Many TPT volunteers have enjoyed the 

Vale of Belvoir, owned by TLC, and some Midlands properties, all subject to such covenants. In the 

far north-west at Surrey Hills, Gunns own and manage some wonderful sub-alpine grasslands that 

are covenanted.  

TPT is in its fourth year of monitoring the crowded leek-orchid (Prasophyllum crebriflorum) at Surrey 

Hills and two species of Caladenia (tonellii and caudata) at Henry Somerset CA, also owned by 

Gunns. Our monitoring at Henry Somerset has demonstrated a substantial decline in flowering of 

both orchid species in the last two years, and in response Gunns have indicated that they will 

commence a program of annual mosaic burning this autumn. Independently, Gunns have asked TPT 

to survey populations of other threatened species at Surrey Hills to determine current status. 

I vividly remember a robust discussion during the inauguration phase of TPT, about whether TPT 

should volunteer on Gunns land. Since then, I would argue that we have established a good 

relationship with Gunns land managers through these various projects. It’s important that we find 

and record locations of threatened species on land that is reserved for conservation. It’s also 

important that these lands are managed to advantage species known to occur. Gunns are 

professional land managers and we can learn from them about the methods professionals use for 

land management. I believe that we all gain through working collaboratively with Gunns. 

Enough of my soap box! I hope that you enjoy a relaxing and enjoyable festive season in good 

company, whatever that means for you. Sincere thanks again for all your hard work on behalf of TPT 

this year. Even if you haven’t been able to join us in the field your interest and support is invaluable. 

Thanks also to our botanist colleagues Wendy and Richard at DPIPWE, who often go the extra mile 

to ensure that our activities are run efficiently and effectively. I look forward with confidence to a 

new-look TPT in 2012, with its continued support to threatened plant species that we all admire.  
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Development of TPT 

TPT displays at Threatened Species Day and at the Burnie Orchid Show 
TPT mounted a display on 

Threatened Species Day (7 

September) at the site of the old 

Beaumaris Zoo in Hobart, where 

the last Thylacine died 75 years 

ago. TPT was also at the Orchid 

Society State Conference in 

Burnie (8 October). At these 

venues TPT volunteers had a 

chance to tell a large number of 

people about the activities of 

TPT, and to sign up some keen 

new members. 

 

TPT publicity brochure 
Alison Vandenberg organised the development of an attractive pamphlet about TPT for distribution 

at public events, using funding from NRM North. The pleasing design was created by Diane Bricknell 

and also formed the design concept for the website. 

TPT display on Threatened Species Day Photo: Viv Muller 
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TPT has its own website: www.tpt.org.au 

 

During the year, Viv Muller, Robin Garnett and Phil Collier acted as “clients” to a team of Computing 

students at the University of Tasmania. The brief for the students was to design and build a new web 

site for TPT. The web site project commenced in 2010, with design ideas being documented by 

Richard White. The students took us from this point to a working web site. As clients we were 

continuously engaged in making decisions about what we wanted, but this was a small amount of 

effort compared with that provided by the students. They really took to the project and delivered all 

we hoped for and more. We now need TPT members to register with the web site at www.tpt.org.au 

so that we can use it to manage field trips. Many thanks to the student team, shown below. 

 

http://www.tpt.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
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TPT in the field 

Orchid seed and mycorrhizal fungi now stored in 

seed bank 
Based on report by Alison Vandenberg 

The long term survival chances of 6 populations of endemic 

endangered and critically endangered orchid species at extreme 

risk has been improved through the seed and mycorrhizal 

collection activity undertaken as part of a Community Action 

Project, funded by the Commonwealth’s Caring for our Country 

grant scheme. Nigel Swarts made the collections and they are 

now safely stored at the Royal Tasmania Botanical Gardens seed 

bank. The collection will be available in the future for the best 

management of these species including potential ex situ 

plantings. The species collected by Nigel Swarts are: 

Prasophyllum olidum, P. taphanyx, P. incorrectum, P. 

tunbridgense, Pterostylis ziegeleri, Caladenia anthracina. 

Corresponding mycorrhizal fungi were collected for four of these 

species. 

 

Spyridium eriocephalum at East Risdon SR on 25 

September 
Viv Muller 

This trip was a fantastic day of surveying threatened species amongst the spectacular spring flush of 

wildflowers in the East Risdon State Reserve. Under the direction of Richard Schahinger, we (Julia 

Greenhill, Nell Hilliard, Viv Muller, Roy Skabo and Alison Vandenberg) counted and recorded the 

condition of a patch of Spyridium eriocephalum var. eriocephalum or heath dustymiller (endangered 

under the Tasmanian Threatened Species 

Protection Act 1995), which was growing in 

association with the rare Olearia hookeri and quite 

close to a patch of rare Eucalyptus risdonii. After 

being joined later in the day by James Wood from 

the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, we also 

counted a nearby patch of Pomaderris pilifera 

subsp talpicutica, or moleskin dogwood, 

(endangered under the TSP Act 1995). We then 

turned for home via the Eucalyptus morrisbyi gully, 

admiring some early-flowering orchids, frequent 

Philotheca verrucosa and spectacular Pultenaea 

pedunculata, amongst many other things. 

Counting Pomaderris pilifera subsp talpicutica at East 
Risdon State Reserve Photo: Viv Muller 

Prasophyllum tunbridgense. Photo: Phil 
Collier 
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Monitoring at Milford: Caladenia saggicola and Prasophyllum milfordense 
Viv Muller 

TPT members were caught unawares by the early flowering of Caladenia saggicola this year. Richard 

Schahinger (DPIPWE) sent out an urgent alert, and we are very grateful to Geoff Curry, Peter Fehre, 

Julia Greenhill, Nell Hilliard and Malcolm Wells who dropped everything for mid-week monitoring 

(Thursday 15 September). Demographic monitoring of the transect established in 2009 revealed a 

good number of flowering plants. Table 1 gives a comparison with previous years.  

Caladenia saggicola plants along the 140 x 20 m transect 

Year Flowering plants 

2009 114 

2010 47   (51% were previously unrecorded plants) 

2011 73   (66% were previously unrecorded plants) 

Rabbit activity appeared to have increased around the transect this year, in spite of a rabbit 

exclusion fence! A general survey of the surrounding area revealed a few Caladenia saggicola 

specimens in burn unit 4 (burnt in April 2009), where they had not previously been recorded. 

With slightly more warning, Viv Muller, Kan Otera, Richard Schahinger, Alison Cummins, Kate Shaw, 

and Cassie Yang attended the monitoring day for Prasophyllum milfordense (Sunday 6 November). 

This day turned out to be considerably shorter, as the number of flowering plants was small, 

although of the same order as 2010. 

Ongoing monitoring of Prasophyllum sps. at Campbell Town Golf Course. 
Viv Muller 

A small group of TPT members, supervised by Richard 

Schahinger, again conducted the monitoring of the 

critically endangered Prasophyllum incorrectum 

(golfer’s leek orchid) on the Campbell Town Golf 

Course. Quadrats established in 2008 were rescored, 

but a disappointing number of flowering orchids were 

found in comparison with previous years.  Pultenaea 

prostrata which was very spectacular in 2010 was more 

muted this year, though still quite abundant. Velleia 

paradoxa was also present, though not in flower, but 

the black-tipped spider orchid (Caladenia anthracina) 

was not observed this year. 

A second monitoring trip was to have been undertaken 

for the critically endangered Prasophyllum olidum 

(scented leek orchid), but Richard advised that almost 

no plants had appeared this year. Fingers crossed for 

2012! 

Richard, Alison Vandenberg and Kan Otera 
monitoring Prasophyllum incorrectum 
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Pontville studies and site management 
Based on report by Alison Vandenberg  

Ongoing monitoring has continued at Pontville for two woody shrubs, Cryptandra amara and 

Pultenaea prostrata, and two lichens, Xanthoparmelia amphixantha and X. molluscula. The target 

plants have each been scored three times at each site, and the data compiled and recorded in the 

Natural Values Atlas where it will contribute to the management strategies used for the 

conservation of these species. On October 15, we also surveyed numbers and percent cover for two 

other threatened species, Dianella amoena and Hibbertia basaltica. A weeding day was held on 19 

November and contract spraying has been carried out to control gorse and other invasive woody 

weeds in the Pontville grasslands.  

  

Margaret Davies, Kan Otera, Alison Vandenberg, Richard Schahinger, 
Naeko Omomo at the Pontville weeding day 

Distribution of Hibbertia basaltica at Pontville on 
15 October 2011. Map by Richard Schahinger 

Hibbertia basaltica 
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Surveys at Kate Reed Reserve, Launceston and Bridport 22 – 23 October 
Adapted from reports by Phil Collier 

Kate Reed Reserve, Launceston 22 October 

Viv Muller (coordinator) and Phil Collier (botanist) led a team of thirteen TPT volunteers on a field 

trip to survey some areas of the Kate Reed Reserve (KRR) to update records of threatened species 

and provide population estimates where feasible. Local experts, Steve Lockwood and David Lade, 

joined us and provided very useful local knowledge.  

We found large numbers of the target threatened species Arthropodium strictum (chocolate lily) and 

Brunonia australis (blue pincushion) even though it was too early for their flowering season. We 

confirmed three plants of the lily Caesia calliantha, once we had found a plant in flower and worked 

out how to distinguish it from the chocolate lily. Right at the end of the day some of us found the 

tiny sedge Aphelia pumilio on a rock plate near the school. There was no sign of Velleia paradoxa or 

Veronica plebeia. The former might be easier to find when it is in flower in November. The latter has 

uncertain records from this location and may not be present. 

The three “Up-close” orchid photographers, Peter Fehre, Malcolm Wells and Peter Tonelli 

(www.upclose.net.au) were part of the TPT team. They managed to find some impressive flowers to 

photograph such as Thelymitra brevifolia, Caladenia transitoria, Caladenia clavigera and some highly 

scented specimens of the common pink finger orchid Caladenia carnea. 

This was a useful initial survey of the Kate Reed Reserve, which benefitted from the sharp eyes of 

thirteen volunteers. It would be an advantage to resurvey the area later in the year when more of 

the target species are in flower. 

 
Checking the identity of Caesia calliantha in the Kate Reed Reserve. Photo Robin Garnett 

http://www.upclose.net.au/
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Bridport Wildflower Reserve 23 October 

Adapted from reports by Phil Collier 

Phil Collier was the botanist and Viv Muller the coordinator on a survey trip in the Bridport 

Wildflower Reserve  to update records of threatened species there, especially in areas that had been 

burnt in recent years. We were grateful to Jay Wilson, Natural Resource Management 

Officer/Facilitator at Dorset Council and John Davey from the local Coastcare Group who joined us as 

local experts. 

 
Pultenaea sericea Photo: Phil Collier 

A group of thirteen TPT volunteers surveyed parts of the Bridport Wildflower Reserve following 

previous records provided by Richard Schahinger. We found Pultenaea sericea to be in full flower 

and widely distributed but with a low density of occurrence. It appears to favour damp sedgy sites, 

and its few weak branches are supported by the sedges and other more robust plants. We 

conducted a population survey, and recorded 101 plants in 640 sq m of Pultenaea sericea habitat. 

Since the area of suitable habitat where we observed this species is about 4 hectares, extrapolation 

would suggest a population of Pultenaea sericea in the thousands. This population estimate is a large 

increase on previous 

records, and highlights the 

importance of the BWR for 

plant conservation. 

We also found the 

following threatened 

species: Stylidium 

perpusillum, Stylidium 

beaugleholei, Acacia 

ulicifolia and Hypoxis 

vaginata but we were 

probably too early for some 

of the other targets of our 

search, such as Hydrorchis 

orbicularis and Microtidium 

atratum. Margaret Davies looking at a sun orchid Thelymitra juncifolia in the Bridport 
Wildflower Reserve, Photo: Robin Garnett 
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Map the distribution of Velleia paradoxa Spur velleia, at Glenorchy 
Viv Muller 

Brendan and Grace Muskett and Viv Muller, led by 

Chris Obst, undertook this surveying and weeding 

day at Amy Street in Glenorchy, where the 

Glenorchy City Council maintains a small reserve 

comprising open lawn areas plus a small patch of 

reasonably diverse remnant native vegetation in 

quite good condition. It is a major site for spur 

velleia (Velleia paradoxa), a perennial grassland herb 

listed as vulnerable under the Tasmanian 

Threatened Species Protection Act. (Velleia 

paradoxa is the yellow flower on our new pamphlet 

and website banner). Richard Schahinger (DPIPWE) 

had surveyed the site in 2010, and our main task 

was to re-survey and count the population of Velleia 

paradoxa. On the day, we re-located all the 

previously surveyed patches of plants, but found no major new patches. We also confirmed the 

presence of over 1000 plants. Because this area is relatively small, surrounded by suburban housing 

and impacted by slashing and drainage lines, there is a significant threat to the remnant native 

vegetation from weed invasion. On the day we christened the new TPT weeding tools (courtesy of 

our new small equipment funding from the Commonwealth Department of Families, Housing, 

Community Services and Indigenous Affairs), removing numbers of dog rose and small blackberry. 

We also made good inroads on a significant boneseed infestation.  

Survey at Tunbridge Township Lagoon 29 October 
Robin Garnett, based on report by Richard Schahinger  

Township Lagoon Nature Reserve is 17 hectare of Themeda grassland near Tunbridge, which has 21 

threatened plant species recorded. Richard Schahinger marked the prime area of interest into a grid 

pattern with coloured flags, and nine TPT volunteers searched each grid “element” in pairs, noting 

the numbers of six of the threatened species:  Brachyscome rigidula, Leucochrysum albicans, 

Stackhousia subterranea, Prasophyllum 

tunbridgense, Pterostylis commutata 

and Scleranthus diander.  The frequency 

of Dianella amoena was also estimated 

but qualitatively rather than quantitively 

because its rhizomatous growth form 

makes it hard to count discrete plants. 

The results are shown in the table 

below. Two recent burns appeared to 

have favoured Leucochrysum albicans, 

which was flowering in large numbers. 
Naeko Omomo and Alison Vandenberg at Tunbridge. This was 

Naeko’s final TPT appearance before returning home to Japan, after 
completing her studies in Botany at UTAS. We are sad to see her go. 

Photo: Viv Muller 

Velleia paradoxa. Photo: Phil Collier 
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Township Lagoon Nature Reserve: plants recorded in fifty-one 20 x 20 m grid elements (=2.04 ha) 

 Number November 2011 notes 

Brachyscome rigidula 465 Additional plants observed to immediate south & in 
reserve’s north eastern corner, so total c. 500–600 in 1.5 ha.  
Re-sprouting observed. No previous estimates. 

Dianella amoena  51 cells: 14 absent, 11 rare, 24 occasional, 2 common 

Leucochrysum albicans 1545 Plus another 1000 to south (& 4 plants to lagoon’s 
northeast) = total of c. 2500 in c. 1.5 ha. 

Cf. 1100 in Oct 2008 (TPT mapping), 50 in 1999 (Phil 
Barker), & 5 plants in 1990 (Gilfedder & Kirkpatrick 1994). 

Prasophyllum 
tunbridgense 

31 7 in flower, 15 in bud, 6 aborted, 2 leaf only, 1 chewed. 

No plants recorded in area burnt in early September 2011. 

Pterostylis commutata 1 In bud, flowering likely in late November. 

No plants observed at 2010 sites (when there were 10 
plants). 

Scleranthus diander 363 Area occupied c. 1 ha; re-sprouting observed; no previous 
estimates. 

Stackhousia subterranea 866 Some non-flowering plants observed so perhaps 20% more; 
total for reserve > 1000, with area of occupancy 1 ha. 

Cf. previous estimates from early 1990s of 100s in 1 ha 
(Gilfedder 2005, pers. comm.) 

A systematic survey of these threatened plants has not been made before. The data collected by TPT 

volunteers will provide a baseline that will help with the future management of the site, particularly 

its optimum burning regime. 

  
Left: Leucochrysum albicans in flower at Township lagoon Photo: Robin Garnett; Right: Numbers of Leucochrysum 

albicans plants in flower in elements of the survey grid at Township lagoon. Map by Richard Schahinger 
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Survey for Chiloglottis trapeziformis at Henry Somerset  
Robin Garnett 

The trip to survey for Chiloglottis trapeziformis at the Henry Somerset 

Reserve near Latrobe proved to be a very popular one, with 15 people 

joining the search on 1 October. Emma Barker from Forestry Tasmania had 

photographed this orchid at Henry Somerset in 2005. Similar to the other 

known site at Wynyard, TPT volunteers found many Chiloglottis leaves but 

none of the elusive flowers. This species is either very scarce in Tasmania, or 

needs some sort of disturbance to show itself. We’ll have to keep looking! 

Survey at Peter Murrell Reserve, Kingston 5 November 
Christine Howells 

On Saturday 5th November an enthusiastic group gathered at the Peter Murrell Reserve for an 

orchid hunt.  Unfortunately the two target species for the day were declared ‘non-goers’ – 

Thelymitra malvina because its location was in an area closed due to the presence of Phytophthera 

cinnamomi, and Thelymitra atronitida because we were too early! 

Fortunately it was a perfect day for sun orchids – warm and sunny – so we weren’t deterred from a 

slow cruise (often on hands and knees!) along the mown perimeter area and were rewarded with a 

good variety of species.  The first was a patch of Pterostylis plumosa followed by an extensive but 

scattered population of Prasophyllum concinnum.  The Thelymitra species found included erosa, 

ixioides/juncifolia, nuda and rubra, plus an apparently undescribed tiny species with pale, upward-

facing flowers, which seems to have a very short flowering period (I am told it had disappeared two 

days later) but has been seen over a number of years.  Thelymitra aristata was also in good flower 

but only one or two specimens could be seen close up as the rest were in the closed area.  Also 

found were Caladenia alata and Calochilus robertsonii.  Both large and small flying ducks (Caleana 

major and Paracaleana minor) were also found though it was right at the beginning of their 

flowering period. 

After lunch we moved to the bush area by Hawthorn 

Road where the sun orchids cut a spectacular blue 

swathe among the grasses, mostly Thelymitra ixioides 

and nuda, with some rubra for good measure.  There 

was also Microtis unifolia, Calochilus robertsonii and 

Caleana major. 

At the Denison Street reserve we found a large colony 

of Chiloglottis triceratops and three budding plants of 

Thelymitra atronitida.  Two participants from the 

outing returned to the site the next day, met another 

group of orchid lovers, and were shown a flowering 

specimen of T. atronitida, in a more open situation. 

Despite disappointment regarding the target species, 

all those present declared the day a huge success! 
Thelymitra atronitida found flowering near Denison 

Street on the day after the field trip. Photo Ken 
Webster 

Chiloglottis trapeziformis. 
Photo: Phil Collier 
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Keep up to date 
Dr Wendy Potts manages the “Tasmanian Flora Network”, which receives periodic emails about 

Tasmanian Threatened Species. We have included below an excerpt from the latest email. It’s a good 

email list if you want to keep up to date with various changes of status, naming and recent 

discoveries. Contact Wendy.Potts@dpipwe.tas.gov.au if you would like to join the email list. 

“The Threatened Species Protection Order 2011 No. 2 was gazetted on 11 October 2011. The 

following changes to the threatened species schedules on the Threatened Species Protection Act 

1995 were made:  

 Brachyscome aff. radicans -delisted (was rare)  

 Brachyscome sieberi var. gunnii -delisted (was rare)  

 Deyeuxia benthamiana -delisted (was rare)  

 Hydrocotyle laxiflora -uplisted from vulnerable to endangered  

 Isoetopsis graminifolia -downlisted from endangered to vulnerable 

 Scaevola albida -uplisted from rare to vulnerable  

 Senecio georgianus –listed as extinct 

 Senecio psilocarpus –listed as endangered” 

Program for January and February 2012: Meetings and Field Trips 
The next meeting of TPT, the AGM, will be held at the Royal Tasmania Botanical Gardens on 

Saturday 11 February at 10am. Dr Magali Wright, Biodiversity Coordinator at NRM South, who has 

just returned from speaking at the World Orchid Conference in Singapore, will talk about her orchid 

research and conservation work in Victoria. 

The confirmed field trips at this stage are listed below. It is likely that we will add some more trips in 

the autumn. 

Date(s) Action Site Species 

20-22 Jan Survey, monitor Vale of Belvoir 
Sub-alpine leek orchids, Stackhousia pulvinatus, 
Leucochrysum albicans 

25-27 Jan Survey, monitor Surrey Hills 
Crowded leek-orchid Prasophyllum crebriflorum, 
Yellow rush lily Tricoryne elatior, other species 

12 Feb 
Cage modification 
& census 

Barren Tiers/St 
Patricks Plains 

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata 
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