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From the President, Viv Muller  
Our field trip season this spring has been huge! Our close relationship with the Threatened Species 

Section of DPIPWE has ensured that our efforts have been well-directed, and we are particularly 

grateful to Richard Schahinger for this. This year’s collaboration with NRM South has provided us 

southerners with excellent co-ordination and organisation from Magali Wright as well as some new 

opportunities for volunteers and also funding for training, some field accommodation and further 

publicity. CCNRM has also provided very welcome support in the north of a similar kind, including 

some newly published Threatened Species ID Cards especially for the North West region. But as 

always, it is you, our volunteers, who make the whole effort possible, and our dedicated committee 

who keep the whole thing on an even keel. So what have we achieved? 

Our training sessions so far have focussed on new areas for TPT, namely weed management and 

Vegetation Condition Assessment. Not that we are changing our core area of threatened plant 

monitoring and surveying, but rather we recognise that the consideration of other issues both within 

and beyond the site level may be crucial for the long-term survival of a particular threatened species. 

All our visits this year have been repeat visits to sites with which we’re already familiar. We’ve 

performed surveys at Powranna Nature Reserve in the Midlands, in the Arthur Pieman Conservation 

Area, and in Bridport, Launceston and Coles Bay. In some cases there have been significant 

discoveries, such as a new site for the critically endangered Caladenia anthracina (black-tipped 

spider orchid) at Powranna. We have also been able to confirm previously-unknown numbers for 

some species such as the lily Caesia calliantha in Launceston, and we have expanded our knowledge 

for a range of other species, most notably the endangered Thelymitra atronitida (blackhood sun-

orchid) in the Coles Bay area and a suite of ephemeral flora species in the Northern Midlands. We 

have several formal orchid–monitoring transects where we are studying the changing demographics 

of a number of threatened orchid species.  There have been mixed results for these, with some leek 

orchid species recording bumper years, and others being quite sparse. We have also had a 

monitoring transect at Jordan Nature Reserve (Pontville) for the threatened woody shrubs Pultenaea 

prostrata (silky bush pea) and Cryptandra amara (pretty pearl flower) which has enabled us to 

determine that both species are capable of recovering from fire via resprouting and also recruiting 

from a soil-stored seedbank … important information for the ongoing management of the site.. 

This year our weeding tools and Chem Cert qualified volunteers have had a bit of a work-out at 

Tunbridge, Pontville and Amy St, West Moonah. We have followed up on good primary treatment 

work from grant-funded and Glenorchy City Council-funded weed contractors, Andrew Woolford 

and staff from ‘Tasflora,’ and also Anthony Davidson and his staff. Overall the habitat condition at all 

these reserves has changed significantly for the better. 

So thank you, all of you, for a great effort this spring, I hope you enjoy reading about it in more detail 

here. You will also note that there is a busy January and February coming up as well and we are also 

planning some Plant Identification classes, probably for the first half of 2013. It has been particularly 

good to meet some new volunteers in the field this season, and I hope to see you again, and even 

meet some more new people, in 2013.  

Season’s Greetings to you all, Viv 
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Field Trip Program for January and February 2013 

Date Action Site Species 

Jan 
weekend 

TBA Hobart vicinity Eucalyptus morrisbyi 

24–28 Jan 
Survey, re-score 

transects, quadrats 
Surrey Hills, Vale of 

Belvoir 

Orchids: Prasophyllum spp., 
Stackhousia pulvinaris (grassland candles) 

Leucochrysum albicans (grasslands paperdaisy) 

3 Feb Survey Mt Wellington Orchid: Prasophyllum amoenum 

9-10 Feb Survey Central Highlands 
Cider gum, Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata 
survey: accommodation courtesy NRM South 

Late Feb TBA Coles Bay Richard to confirm 

Training for TPT volunteers 

Weed training day on 22 September 
Viv Muller 

Thanks to NRM South and their biodiversity 

co-ordinator Magali Wright, we were able 

to offer this introductory day concerning 

weed management.  

The day was held on Bonnet Hill, near 

Kingston and we’re very grateful to Karen 

Stewart (Southern Regional Weed 

Management Officer from DPIPWE) and 

Rene Raichert (Senior Weed Officer at 

Kingborough Council) for their instruction 

on the day. Seven of our volunteers 

attended and there was considerable 

discussion on weed management, control 

techniques and strategies, with a recognition that although weed invasion is a major agricultural 

issue, it is also a serious threat to Tasmania’s natural habitats.  

Although weed control is not a core activity for Threatened Plants Tasmania, we do occasional 

weeding where there is an imminent threat to an important site for a particular threatened species. 

It was noted that ongoing weed management plans are essential for good control at any particular 

site, and that specific plans would vary according to the weed, the site, the land usage and the 

labour/funding available. TPT is also aware that we must be cautious not to introduce weeds into 

the areas that we visit, which is part of the reason we need to be sure that our footwear and 

clothing are free of any seed or plant material on field trips.  

There was discussion of other ways that TPT might be able to help, and it was noted that the Natural 

Values Atlas (NVA) has a section for the recording of weed locations. It was agreed that if we 

observed any recognisable “Weeds of National Significance”, weeds ‘declared’ in Tasmania, or other 

Figure 1: TPT Volunteers contemplating the thorny issues of weed 
control at the Weed Training Day 
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serious environmental weeds in the areas where we work, we should report them to NVA, and/or 

the local council weed officer. In the immediate future we’ll be looking at the weedy Heiracium 

species as part of a central highlands weekend, and at serrated tussock grass on the Eucalyptus 

morrisbyii field trip, which are both planned for summer. 

Karen directed us to the DPIPWE offices in Hobart for printed resources or the web site: 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/SSKA-52J2K4?open 

Rene also directed our attention to the Kingborough weed resources 

www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/page.aspx?u=489. NRMs and most local councils have similar 

resources.  

 

Vegetation Condition Assessment Training on November 3 
Magali Wright 

This was the second training session arranged by Magali Wright related to the collaboration 

between NRM South and TPT.  Over 20 people, including many professional people, some from the 

CCNRM region, gathered at the Queen’s Domain in early November for hands-on training with 

DPIPWE’s Louise Mendel and Janet Smith. 

The VCA (Vegetation Condition Assessment) tool was 

developed for use in Tasmania, and is the standard tool 

used by DPIPWE staff, amongst others, for repeat 

monitoring of native vegetation sites, in order to determine 

trends in condition over time. It was described on the day as 

a broad-level assessment tool, which might be repeated 

every 5-10 years in stable forest habitats, or perhaps every 

couple of years in more changeable habitats such as 

grasslands, or perhaps areas under influence of large-scale 

events. Apart from being a legal requirement for DPIPWE, 

results might feed into funding applications, or studies of 

how condition evolves under the influence of known factors. 

For example, Threatened Plants Tasmania could assess sites 

in which a particular species is found at specified intervals to 

determine whether the habitat is changing. Obviously since 

this is long term monitoring, the value of this would be that 

a standardised tool would be used, so the assessment would 

not depend on the subjective impression of personnel who 

may no longer be available anyway. The tool would not 

generally be used as the basis of a management plan, 

although it could inform such a plan at intervals.  

The introduction to the methodology emphasised that it was essential to know which TASVEG 

community the assessment was being carried out in beforehand, since the actual data collected 

depended on knowing some of the benchmarks, which may be different for each vegetation 

Figure 2 Contemplating the intricacies of 
VCA  

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/SSKA-52J2K4?open
http://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/page.aspx?u=489
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classification. The benchmarks are also needed for calculating the final ‘scores’, but this can be done 

back in the ‘office’. 

After our introduction we re-located to a small patch of “Eucalyptus globulus dry forest woodland”, 

armed with the correct assessment data sheet and the appropriate benchmark sheet. After splitting 

into small groups, we collected field information for this vegetation type, including the number of 

large trees (‘Large’ being defined by one of the benchmarks), canopy cover, weeds, understorey life 

forms (required forms also specified 

by the benchmark), recruitment, 

cover of organic litter and logs. As 

usual with field data collection there 

was much discussion of definitions, 

techniques, and of course, shortcuts. 

Other parameters were gleaned from 

maps to provide a Landscape 

Context, and this involved the ‘patch 

size’ and the ‘neighbourhood’ at 1Km, 

5Km and 100Km radius 

At the end of the process each 

parameter was scored against the 

benchmarks according to a set 

protocol. Each parameter was differently weighted in the final score which was expressed as 

percent. For this vegetation type, understorey scores (including weeds) comprised 40% of the score, 

and Landscape Context another 25%. Tree parameters totalled 15% of the result, Recruitment 10% 

and Litter and Logs totalled 10%.  

Not everyone enjoys collecting this type of data. However it is something I enjoy doing, and I hope 

there will be a few people amongst our volunteers who would as well. It is a tool which has a long 

term focus, and I think it would be of particular value to apply it on some of our long term sites. 

 

Vegetation Condition Assessment Resources: 

The Vegetation Condition Assessment Manual is available here:  

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LJEM-7CM6EE?open 

The Benchmarks and other material are available at: 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/LJEM-6PE7J4?open 

Currently there are no printed copies of the documentation available.  

Figure 3 Using VCA in the field 
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TPT in the field 

Briar rose and gorse control at Tunbridge Lagoon on 24 November 
Alison van den Berg 

A field day at Township Lagoon, Tunbridge, was 

held on 24 November specifically to follow up 

on the gorse removal that has been done over 

the past few years by volunteers and last year 

by a contractor funded by TPT grant funds. Last 

year the site was twice partially burned and the 

surviving gorse was resprouting vigorously. Five 

volunteers came along and between us we 

covered 3.7 hectares, mainly cutting and pasting 

all the gorse and briar rose regrowth. The threat 

these woody weeds pose to the at least 9 

threatened plants on this reserve has been 

significantly reduced by the efforts of 

volunteers over the years, proof of which was 

that our small group managed to deal with all 

the current plants as well as spend time cutting 

the flower heads from a lush crop of salsify. We 

were there at the right time to spot some of 

these threatened plants in flower, the including 

Prasophyllum tunbridgense, Leucochrysum 

albicans and Vittadinia gracilis.  

And at the end of the day there was still some 

time left over to visit the lagoon which this 

year has a thriving bird population and several 

saltmarsh plant species flourishing around the 

edge. 

 

Monitoring Prasophyllums at Campbelltown Golf course on 19 October and 

7 December 
Viv Muller  

Thanks to one of our observant orchid enthusiasts, we were alerted in mid-October to the early 

flowering of Prasophyllum incorrectum on the monitoring site at the golf course in Campbell Town.  

Four of us were able to meet there a few days later to score the ten quadrats which we have been 

looking at since 2009. We found good numbers of Prasophyllum incorrectum, an improvement from 

last year and in fact the best year since 2009.  A feature of the day was the attempt by Phil to 

capture images of a number of potential orchid pollinators.  

 

Figure 5 Kerry and Jocelyn tackling gorse 

Figure 4 Alison and Richard destroy a briar rose 
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During the day we also observed some of the other endangered species known to be at the golf 

course, namely Pultenaea prostrata, and Velleia paradoxa.  A lonely specimen of Caladenia 

anthracina was also found as well as a 

few Pterostylis ziegeleri. 

Two volunteers accompanied Richard 

Schahinger back to Campbell Town on 

December 7 to assess the state of the 

Prasophyllum olidum (pungent leek 

orchid) population there. After the 

bumper year for Prasophyllum 

incorrectum it was disappointing to find 

only 8 plants of P. olidum. However, one 

was a new plant. It was also 

disappointing to have forgotten the 

metal detector, as we couldn’t find most 

of the metal tags in the transect! There 

were some impressive native (and other) 

grasses though. 

Table 1 Numbers of Prasophyllum olidum at Campbell Town 2008 - 12 

Year Inside the transect Total 

2008 8 8 

2009 67 128 

2010 23 53 

2011 3 3 

2012 7 8 

 

Survey of burnt area at Powranna Nature Reserve on 25 October 
Viv Muller 

This trip was a follow-up survey after burns in 2011 and 2012 in this rare remnant example of 

Eucalyptus amygdalina dry sclerophyll forest on buckshot gravel substratum.  DPIPWE’s Richard 

Schahinger led eight volunteers, and a party of five from the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, 

which included James Wood, the seed bank co-ordinator. After a forecast of rain, we were well 

prepared with plenty of wet weather gear.  Fortunately there was very little rain, although enough 

to justify the water-proof paper! 

Figure 6 Viv and Richard mark each plant with pink tape Photo 
Robin Garnett 
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Figure 7 Brunonia australis and Caladenia anthracina Photos: Christine Howells 

The survey itself was very successful. We were 

immediately struck by the profuse carpet of 

Brunonia australis, mainly not quite in flower 

though.  

 

Christine Howells spotted a spider orchid, Caladenia anthracina, which extends its range to the 

north, and Jocelyn (another ex-Adelaidean!) may have discovered a new population of Caladenia 

pusilla. Identification will be forthcoming.  Our search for the ephemeral species confirmed previous 

sightings of both Aphelia species (gracilis and pumilio), as well as Myriophyllum integrifolium, 

Siloxerus multiflorus, and possibly Schoenus latelaminatus. But we also found Haloragis heterophylla, 

Isoetes drummondii, and Hyalosperma demissum which were the first recorded instances for 

Powranna, bringing the total number of threatened species recorded at this site to more than 20.  

We were so busy discovering and recording that we ran out of time to visit the Tom Gibson reserve 

near Epping Forest. Perhaps next year? 

 

Figure 8  The tiny threatened Trithuria submersa with a pencil for scale Photo: 
Robin Garnett 
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Figure 9 Plant hunting at Powranna Reserve Photo Robin Garnett 

Unfortunately it was apparent that gorse continues as a threat to Powranna Nature Reserve. We did 

some weeding here in 2010, which followed up on previous removal of large plants, but again we 

noted a number of plants in flower, and there was evidence of young healthy juveniles presumably 

germinated since the fire. Another specific threat to ephemeral species, the introduced Isolepis 

hystrix was also found in the reserve.  Perhaps we could consider a weeding trip or two to this site to 

prevent a more serious invasion. 

 

Arthur-Pieman West Coast surveys on 27 – 28 October 
Robin Garnett 

Eleven TPT volunteers spent a weekend in the Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area looking for 19 

threatened plant species; thirteen of them threatened orchid species. The orchids ranged from the 

tiny greenhood, Pterostylis rubenachii to the spectacular spider orchid, Caladenia dienema. 

We counted the numbers of Pterostylis rubenachii plants in an area where they have been counted 

for the past three years. We were disturbed to find that the numbers are steadily dropping as the 

surrounding vegetation thickens up. The densest patch of these orchids was in the gravel on the 

edge of the road – a very precarious place for them. We shall be recommending that some slashing 

or burning is carried out before the population disappears altogether. 
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Table 2 Pterostylis rubenachii numbers: 1999 to 2012 

 Tiger 1 Tiger 2 Tiger 3 

 Plants Area (m2) Plants Area (m2) Plants 

1999 42 48* 177 1500*  

2009 41 176 104 874  

2010 40 400 171 900 8 

2012 2  21 300 3 
* = rough estimates only (12 by 4 m and 50 by 30 m, respectively) 

Figure 11  Flags mark the positions of Pterostylis 
rubenachii beside the road Photo: Robin Garnett 

Figure 12 Vicky Abblitt spotting Pterostylis rubenachii plants Photo: Robin Garnett 

Figure 10  An inconspicuous Pterostylis rubenachii 
orchid next to a paddlepop stick Photo: Robin Garnett 
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The situation for Caladenia dienema, the windswept spider orchid, is a much happier one. We found 

hundreds of these beautiful plants on rocky outcrops. We also found a spectacular hybrid between 

Caladenia dienema and Caladenia carnea that we might have called Caladenia pallida had it not 

been growing so close to the two parent species. 

On a previous trip the Vicky Abblitt, Don Abblitt and 

Janine Cranney had found a population of an unusual 

small, yellowish-green leek orchid. They took us to 

see it and even the Up close orchid team: Peter 

Fehre, Malcolm Wells and Peter Tonelli 

(www.upclose.net.au) had not seen anything like it 

before. Phil, who has a collecting permit, carefully 

collected some specimens for the Tasmanian 

Herbarium. 

  

Figure 14 Figure 14 Caladenia dienema from the Arthur 
Pieman Conservation Area. Photo: Robin Garnett 

Figure 13 Caladenia dienema x Caladenia carnea Photo: Phil 
Collier 

Figure 15 The mystery leek orchid growing in the 
Arthur Pieman Conservation Area. Photo: Phil Collier 

http://www.upclose.net.au/
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Threatened plant survey Coles Bay on 10 – 11 November  
Magali Wright 

The Coles Bay trip continued the great 2012 orchid monitoring season with very encouraging results. 

Surveys for the endangered Thelymitra atronitida (blackhood sun-orchid) resulted in a huge increase 

in known plant numbers. Twelve TPT volunteers, led by Richard Schahinger, observed more than 250 

plants for this species, that was previously known from around 25 plants in Tasmania (Kingston, 

Cape Barren Is and Coles Bay). The survey effort also located a new population; greatly improved our 

understanding of the species’ preferred habitat; and also its ability to persist for a considerable 

period after fire - with one population flourishing least 10 years after the last burn 

After testing the theory proposed in the Orchids of 

Tasmania that flowers of Thelymitra malvina, our other 

target orchid species, close by midday, we observed 

this phenomenon in T. atronitida. This response was 

observed in the field and also in flowers taken for 

herbarium specimens to confirm the identification of 

the new population. These observations have given us 

a better handle on the optimum time of the day to 

survey – with Thelymitra atronitida, the early bird 

photographs the orchid! 

The Thelymitra malvina (mauvetuft sun-orchid) surveys 

located 25 plants, and while we can’t compare total 

numbers with the 2008 TPT survey as we didn’t get to 

all known sites, there were twice the number of plants 

at the site near the tip, with 18 observed this year 

compared 9 plants in 2008. Again all open flowers were 

observed before midday. 

We also assessed the status and the 

condition of a population of the 

endangered shrub Bertya tasmanica 

subsp. tasmanica (tasmanian bertya), 

which we found growing well in open 

areas of a coastal site near Coles Bay. 

The results of this assessment will 

help inform future management of 

the site.  

  
Figure 17 Bertya tasmanica subsp. tasmanica (tasmanian bertya). 
Photo: Magali Wright 

Figure 16 Thelymitra malvina (mauve tuft sun-
orchid):  Photo: Richard White 
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Monitoring at Milford: Caladenia saggicola and Prasophyllum milfordense 

23 September and 9 & 13 November 
 

TPT monitored the endangered orchids 

Caladenia saggicola and Prasophyllum 

milfordense at Milford for the fourth 

season this year. Inclement weather was 

the norm for both trips, with a sudden 

downpour precipitating the end of the C. 

saggicola day for nine TPT volunteers, and 

hail and rain braved by Richard 

Schahinger (DPIPWE) and Magali Wright 

(NRM South) for most of the P. 

milfordense day … it was the day of the 

tornadoes as it happened!  

For both species there was a large 

increase in numbers from those observed 

in 2011, with a return to the numbers observed in the bumper year of 2009 (the year the drought 

broke). The number of flowering plants inside the area enclosed by the ‘rabbit-proof’ fence was at 

an all time high for both species, with a high proportion of ‘new’ plants recorded in the demographic 

transect, and little signs of browsing by rabbits  There was also evidence of an encouraging response 

to the ecological burn undertaken in the autumn of 2009, with P. milfordense plants observed in this 

area for the first time and an almost doubling of Caladenia saggicola plants from the 36 first 

observed in this area in 2011 to 66 in the most recent survey. These results suggest that the burn has 

been effective in its intent, that is, to create habitat suitable for both species to recruit into, a 

positive sign for the proposed burn next autumn.  

 

Table 3 Number of Caladenia saggicola and Prasophyllum milfordense plants observed each year since 2009 

Year Caladenia saggicola plants 

observed 

Prasophyllum milfordense 

plants observed 

2009 438 199 

2010 122 52 

2011 305 44 

2012 375 227 

 

  

Figure 18 Measuring Caladenia saggicola plants. Photo: Natalie 
Tapson 
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Ongoing monitoring of Caladenia tonellii at the Henry Somerset Orchid 

Reserve on 12 November 
Robin Garnett 

Three TPT volunteers checked out the 

population of Caladenia tonellii at the 

Henry Somerset Orchid Reserve and 

measured their vital statistics. 

The area where they are growing was 

scheduled to be burnt this year by 

Gunns but unfavourable weather 

conditions meant that only the edge of 

the track was actually burnt. However, 

the Caladenia tonellii seemed to benefit 

from this and/or the seasonal conditions 

and produced more flowers in 2012 than 

in 2011. 

The population of Caladenia caudata 

that we have been monitoring since 

2008 produced only one flower and no fruit this year. We think that it too would benefit from a 

controlled burn. 

 

Survey at Bridport on 18 November 
Robin Garnett 

A small, enthusiastic group of TPT 

volunteers met at the Bridport 

Information Centre on a beautiful fine 

morning to begin surveying for 

threatened plants in several areas on 

the west side of the town. We began 

by following up NVA records for 

Microtidium atratum and Hydrorchis 

orbicularis around a wetland soak 

behind the beach without success 

perhaps because the damp area 

around the wetland was heavily 

browsed.  

Figure 19  Malcolm Wells uses a metal detector to find the brass tag 
marking the position of a plant of Caladenia tonellii Photo: Robin 
Garnett 

Figure 20  Looking for Microtidium atratum and Hydrorchis orbicularis 
around a wetland soak 
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We then walked through an area of the Bridport 

Wildflower reserve that was burnt last spring where 

between us we found five widely scattered plants of the 

impressive leek orchid, Prasophyllum apoxychilum. We 

also found a healthy population of Pultenaea sericea 

amongst very thick grassy sedgeland in the wetter part of the reserve. The populations of the two 

rare trigger plants, Stylidium beaugleholei and Stylidium perpusillum, that we had found last 

year were starting to dry out so we did not try to count them.  

 

Survey Kate Reed Recreation Area on 19 November 
Robin Garnett 

Phil Collier led a TPT group (Roy Skabo, Anna 

Povey, Jim and Susanne Talbot and Robin 

Garnett) to the Kate Reed Reserve in 

Launceston. We followed up some records 

from a survey made earlier in the year in 

2011 and were able to locate a large 

flowering population of Caesia calliantha in 

the upper part of the reserve. It was also 

growing in a new, fenced subdivision just 

west of the Kate Reed Recreation Area, along 

with Senecio squarrosus and Brunonia 

australis. We were concerned for the long 

term future of these rare plants within the 

subdivision. 

Figure 23  Close examination of plants in the Kate Reed 
Recreation Area Photo: Robin Garnett 

Figure 22 Surveying a burnt area in Bridport’s wildflower reserve Photo 
Robin Garnett 

Figure 21 Prasophyllum apoxychilum from the 
Bridport Wildflower reserve Photo: Phil Collier 
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After lunch several of us went 

to a reserve off Country Club 

Avenue, Prospect Vale. This 

small gem of a reserve is home 

to a wide diversity of plants 

including the same threatened 

species that we had seen at the 

Kate Reed Reserve: Caesia 

calliantha, Senecio squarrosus 

and Brunonia australis.  The 

trees had recently been cut 

down in a wide swathe of 

bushland surrounding the 

reserve and roughly bull dozed 

into heaps. Exotic weeds had 

invaded this area and were 

growing amongst the 

threatened species. We thought 

that the reserve was in great 

need of a “Friends” or Landcare group to care for the diversity of native species there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 25 Brunonia australis growing amongst weedy grasses at edge of the reserve in 
Prospect Vale Photo: Robin Garnett 

  

Figure 24 we found several rare species on the edge of a new subdivision 
Photo: Robin Garnett 
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Kingston Field Trip on November 25 

Eight TPT volunteers enjoyed a productive day at 

Kingston on Sunday 25th November, searching for 

Thelymitra atronitida, the Blackhood Sun Orchid and 

other orchids.  

We met at Dennison St Reserve in the centre of 

Kingston and found a patch of Chiloglottis  

triceratops,  the Three Horned Bird Orchid and some 

Sun Orchids that had finished flowering and gone to 

seed so we moved to Peter Murrell Reserve where 

one of our group was able to show us where a plant 

of Thelymitra atronitida had recently been found so 

we spread out and located 3 plants. 

After taking GPS way points for the 3 plants and 

many photographs, we surveyed another known 

orchid area and located Thelymitra erosa the 

Striped Sun Orchid, Thelymitra rubra. Pink Sun 

Orchid, Caleana major, Large Duck Orchid, Caleana 

minor, Small Duck Orchids, Prasophyllum 

concinnum, Trim Leek Orchid, a large numbers of 

Calochilus paludosus, Strap Beard Orchid and 

Calochilus platychila, Purple Beard Orchid and the 

last of a small patch of Pterostylis plumosa, 

Bearded Greenhood that were well past their 

prime.  

Once again Peter Murrell Reserve provided us with an array of orchids in a location close to Hobart 

with easy access. 

Weeding at Pontville on 2 December  

Our trip to the Jordan Nature Reserve at Pontville this December concentrated on weed control. At 

this time of the year, the threatened pretty pearl flower (Cryptandra amara) and silky bush-pea 

(Pultenaea prostrata) had finished flowering, and at the moment monitoring of the two threatened 

lichens Xanthoparmelia amphixantha and Xanthoparmelia molliuscula is on hold. However the seven 

volunteers who helped out on this venture were impressed with the amount of spring growth on this 

grassland site. 

Last burnt in the autumn of 2010, the kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra) was very thick, and the 

spear grasses, Poa and other native grass species were also doing very well. Unfortunately there are 

also substantial amounts of introduced grasses and other exotic species. Andrew Woolford from 

Tasflora has done a tremendous job on the tangle of blackberry and woody weeds over the last two 

years, thanks to funding from both Caring for Country (Australian Government) and NRM South. Our 

main task on the day was to find and treat new gorse seedlings, and regrowth of briar rose, as well 

as targeting Reseda sp. (mignonette) and Verbascum sp. (mullein). The reserve and its suite of native 

Figure 26  Caleana minor. Small Duck Orchid Photo: 
Geoff Curry 

Figure 27 Thelymitra atronitid.  Blackhood Sun Orchid 
Photo Geoff Curry 



18 

species are looking good (even better now!) but weed management will be an ongoing task at this 

site. 

Population survey of Velleia paradoxa at Amy St, Glenorchy on 9 December 

Viv Muller & Chris Obst 

For our last trip of the year, we welcomed a cheerful group of seven volunteers, as well as Glenorchy 

City Council Environment officer Hannah Sadler, for a solid half day of surveying and weeding.  The 

Amy Street reserve contains a small patch of remnant native vegetation, and is one of the remaining 

strongholds for Velleia paradoxa (spur velleia) a perennial grassland herb listed as ‘vulnerable’ under 

the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act. The reserve is also home to one of the rare 

Vittadinia (New Holland daisy) species. We surveyed and counted all the visible patches of Velleia, 

which was in the last throes of flowering, with most plants having dried off significantly. Our count 

this year totalled 2546 plants compared with 2284 plants in 2011. 

As part of the management plan for this reserve, Glenorchy City Council had provided funding for 

some contract weed spraying. On this occasion it was contractor Anthony Davidson and his assistant 

who mounted a very effective attack on the barrier of blackberry/ivy etc. Our follow-up task for this 

session was mainly to tackle small isolated specimens of briar rose and blackberry as well as 

boneseed seedlings. During our previous weeding session earlier in the year, we had tackled an ivy 

which was strangling a large Eucalypt, and it was very satisfying to see that this effort had been 

successful. Overall, the Glenorchy City Council and TPT have made a significant improvement to the 

condition of this reserve, which will assist in the maintenance of the several threatened species in 

the reserve and the vegetation communities as a whole. However, mainly due to its proximity to the 

surrounding urban development, a small but regular effort will be needed there in the future. 

The TPT website: www.tpt.org.au 

Improvements to the TPT website have continued. It is now possible for TPT volunteers, who have 

registered on the website, to apply for field trips online if the field trip notification specifies that this 

method is an option. The website includes past newsletters and useful links to many other 

resources. 
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