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From the President, Alison van den Berg 
It’s my pleasure to write the introduction of the sixth December newsletter which as ever 

illustrates the impressive range and volume of work that TPT volunteers have achieved in 

field trips this spring and early summer. Thanks to your great support, TPT has been able to 

contribute and add valuable data on many threatened and endangered species and highlight 

the importance of protecting our threatened plants.  

 

These activities have been supported this year by a Memorandum of Understanding with a 

number of organisations – NRM South, NRM North, Cradle Coast NRM, the Tasmania Seed 

Conservation Centre at Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens and the Department of Primary 

Industry, Parks and Wildlife and Environment. Through this MOU, TPT is able to broaden 

the volunteer base, offer training to volunteers in each region and assist with some transport 

and accommodation costs for volunteers on particular field trips. This has led to an increase 

in the species targeted for survey; and in trip numbers and locations across the State. 

 

TPT has also been awarded a funding grant recently from the National Parks and Wildlife 

Foundation which will allow us to engage contractors to clear the more difficult weeds from 

at least 2 sites, the Jordon Reserve and the Heathy Hills Nature Reserve, and to contribute to 

the work at the Tasmania Seed Conservation Centre. 

 

Field work was not the only thing that kept TPT volunteers busy this spring; a big effort also 

was our participation in the 10th Australian Plant Conservation Conference held in Hobart in 

November. A number of our people were actively involved and their contributions further 

reveal the breadth of skills that TPT volunteers possess and generously contribute. In a 

relatively short period of time, a survey on volunteering was developed and completed, 

resulting in a paper which was delivered at the conference. Also a conference field trip 

complete with logistics was organised, as well as helping the conference organisers. All these 

contributions were greatly appreciated by the conference organisers.  

Speaking of the skills our volunteers contribute, I would like to thank Doug Clarke who 

kindly offered to put together this newsletter, which is no mean feat. I hope you can take the 

time to read about the field trips and other activities that have kept TPT volunteers very busy 

for the first half of the 2014-2015 field season. Each of the trips has added information on, 

and helped to protect, particular species, and this year an outcome new to TPT comes as a 

result of the trip to the Arthur Pieman Conservation Area. Using the survey and monitoring 

data, TPT volunteers have begun the process of listing a new species which has been 

informally recognised by the Tasmanian herbarium as “Prasophyllum sp. Arthur-Pieman 

(Don Ablitt HO575652) Tas Herbarium”. This refers to an original collection made by the 

Ablitt family when they initially discovered the species. 

Over the year the TPT website has been developed further and we can now use it to manage 

field trips and registrations, and has helped reduce the workload (a bit) for our wonderful 

Field Trip Coordinators. If you would like to join us on a field trip or other TPT activities, I 

encourage you to visit the website www.tpt.org.au to see what is coming up. Our next 

General Meeting will be held at Surrey Hills during the field trip there on 24 – 26 January, 

and you are welcome to contact me at any time with comments, suggestions or feedback at 

any time by email vandenberg.alison@gmail.com  

http://www.tpt.org.au/
mailto:Vandenberg.alison@gmail.com
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Training for TPT volunteers 

Hobart Field Botany Course 2014 

Viv Muller 
As reported in our previous newsletter, during 2014 we have had another fascinating and in-

depth botany course in Hobart from Fred Duncan and Mark Wapstra of Ecotas.  For our final 

field trip of this course, thirteen of us visited the western side of Peter Murrell reserve near 

Kingston on September 27.  We started with a brief history of the reserve from Mark, which 

highlighted the effectiveness of combined community action in bringing about its 

establishment. Spotting nearby forty-spotted pardalotes was an appropriate underlining of the 

reserve’s value, and we continued to explore those values during our day’s walk. As we 

proceeded we keyed out eucalypts, and admired and investigated the wet heathland 

vegetation as well as discussing weed issues, vegetation types and management issues 

including the presence of the root rot pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi in parts of the 

reserve.  As we find ourselves slowly becoming more confident in these issues, many thanks 

are due to Mark and Fred for their generous inputs of time and expertise. 

As part of the new Memorandum of Understanding with the NRM regions, a similar course, 

also run by Mark and Fred, was held in the NRM North region in September with field trips 

to Cataract Gorge, Tamar River wetlands and the Midlands. This course was organised 

through NRM North, and advertised the efforts of Threatened Plants Tasmania. 

 

 
Images: left – Fred and his dog Oggie pointing out the finer points of Eucalypt ID and right – 

boot hygiene included cleaning boots on arrival and departure due to the presence of 

Phytophthora in the reserve. 
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TPT in the field 

Monitoring of Caladenia saggicola at Milford, 20 September  

Kate Shaw 

The trip to Milford was undertaken in perfect conditions on Saturday the 20th of September, 

led by Richard Schahinger with ten volunteers in attendance (about half new to the site).  The 

demographic transect set up for the EPBC-listed Caladenia saggicola (sagg spider-orchid) in 

2009 was re-scored (year 6!), and the distribution of the species across the entire site re-

mapped. 

Expectations were not high, as the autumn and winter months had been quite dry (aside from 

a couple of dumps in July and August), and in consequence conditions underfoot were 

decidedly crispy.  Surprisingly then, the number of flowering Caladenia saggicola plants 

across the site was comparable with the ‘boom’ year of 2009, with 428 in total and 173 in the 

fenced-off area  supporting the transect (cf. 438 and 168, respectively, in 2009). This in the 

face of an increased cover of large woody debris across the site (due to storm damage) and also 

an increased cover of other plants (since the break in the drought in early 2009). 

Rabbit activity within the fenced-off area was much less apparent than in 2013, thanks to the 

efforts of NRM South’s Magali Wright & co in early 2014 in securing several breaches, and 

the subsequent introduction of the Rabbit 

Calicivirus.  However, several plants along the transect had 

had their flowers munched, and three new breaches in the fence 

were noted — these will require attention to ensure the site’s 

integrity.   

Aside from Caladenia saggicola, several other orchids were 

flowering: the listed Caladenia caudata  (tailed spider-orchid), 

presumed hybrids between Caladenia caudata and Caladenia 

saggicola, a few specimens of Caladenia echidnachila (fawn 

spider-orchid), swags of Corybas incurvus (slaty helmet-

orchid), and also Cyrtostylis reniformis (small gnat-orchid) 

and Caladenia fuscata (dusky fingers).   The small shrub 

Tetratheca labillardierei (glandular pinkbells) was in 

spectacular flower, with Kennedia prostrata (running 

postman) also conspicuous, while a single galah was observed 

eyeing off proceedings with a hint of bemusement. 

       

Surveying at Rocky Cape 23 October  

Robin Garnett  
Six TPT members set out on a fine, windy 

day to map the population of the black-eyed 

susan, or northern pinkbells, Tetratheca 

ciliata. We found 39 plants along the side of 

a track where Janine Cranney and Vicky 

Abblitt had found them previously. We were 

able to extend their known range slightly by 

pushing through thick scrub beside the track. 

The plants were hidden in the lower levels of 

Caladenia saggicola: photo Doug 
Clarke 

Hunting for Tetratheca ciliata at Sisters Beach, Photo: Robin Garnett 
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other vegetation and would have  
been hard to find if they had not been flowering. Some of us pushed through thick, shoulder 

high shrubs to a second recorded location near Rocky Cape but failed to find any plants there. 

We also found a new site for the mauve-tuft sun-orchid, Thelymitra malvina. As well as 

growing opposite the shop at Sisters Beach, we found eleven plants on a steep road cutting 

between the highway and Sisters Beach. 

Our third goal was to locate the bent 

native-primrose, Goodenia 

geniculata, which is common in 

Victoria but only just makes it to 

Tasmania at Rocky Cape. Janine and 

Vicky guided us to an area that was 

burnt in autumn, where the bright 

yellow flowers were easy to see. We 

counted 41 plants in all. A second 

known area had been burnt this 

spring and will be worth surveying in 

the next few years. 

 

 

Weed busters at Jordan Nature Reserve 23 October and Township Lagoon 

Nature Reserve at Tunbridge 27 November 
Viv Muller 

We are really grateful to this year’s on the road weedbusting group of Magali Wright (NRM 

South), and volunteers Kerri and Viv, who along with Parks 

staff Alena Hrasky and Mark Monks, and DPIPWE’s 

Richard Schahinger continued TPT’s excellent weed 

follow-up work at these two Nature Reserves. 

On October 23, we cut and dabbed small gorse, hawthorn, 

blackberry and rose at Jordan Nature Reserve, as well as 

pulling some ‘mignonette’ (Reseda sp) and great mullein 

(Verbascum thapsus). The core area of this reserve contains, 

amongst many other things, the threatened species 

Hibbertia basaltica, and Pultenaea prostrata, both of which 

were in flower, as well as the beautiful Cryptandra amara 

which had just finished its flower display. We were 

delighted to note (confirmed by Richard’s GPS) that the 

Pultenaea prostrata has actually spread a few more metres 

east up towards the top of the hill! Our weed efforts of last 

year had also resulted in a marked improvement at the 

Northern end of the reserve. Thanks to grants from both 

NRM South and the Foundation for National Parks and 

Wildlife, we now have some funding for more contractor 

work to complete the weed removal along the old railway 

line. However we still need enthusiastic volunteers to 

maintain the follow-up work in future years!! 

 

Mark from Parks at Jordan Nature Reserve 

Goodenia geniculata growing in a burnt area at Rocky Cape, 
Photo: Phil Collier 
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More recently, on November 27, the weedbusters were at it again at Township Lagoon 

Nature Reserve in Tunbridge. This is another very rich site 

for threatened grassland species. Again, the weeds in our 

sights were gorse, rose and ‘mignonette’, and on this day we 

took advantage of Viv’s Chem Cert qualification to embark 

on our first attempt at using a spray pack to spot-treat some 

of the denser gorse and rose regrowth. We are very grateful 

to the Tasmanian Land Conservancy who lent us the spray 

pack for the day. Overall it was a successful exercise, but 

still with a few logistical problems to solve around 

transporting gear and materials. Extra activities included re-

confirming numbers for Leucochrysum albicans var. 

tricolour, and locating a fruiting Prasophyllum tunbridgense 

which will shortly be harvested for seed, for use in the ex 

situ orchid conservation work at the Royal Botanical 

Gardens. Unfortunately there are some weed problems 

emerging at Tunbridge which will require addressing in 

future. These include salsify (Tragopogon porrifolius) and  

whiteweed (Cardaria draba). A different type of problem 

is occurring on the lagoon itself from uncontrolled vehicle 

access. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midlands trip, 26 October  

Chris Obst 

In October 2014 DPIPWE Senior botanist Richard Schahinger led a small TPT field trip team 

to Tunbridge Tier Road.  

The key target species was Pimelea sp. Tunbridge. This species and many other vulnerable, 

rare or endangered species were found. 

The following table details what we was found on the day. Group 1 was led by Richard 

Schahinger, with Group 2 being led by Chris Obst. So as you can see the two groups found a 

number of threatened flora species, all of which will be added to the Natural Values Atlas and 

contribute to our knowledge on the distribution of these species. Most importantly we 

collected good information on our main target species – Pimelea sp. Tunbridge. This was an 

excellent return for the day and a thank you to those who participated. 

Leucochrysum albicans var. tricolour at 
Township Lagoon 

Kerri, Magali and Richard at Township Lagoon 
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Species TSP Act EPBC Act Group 1 Group 2 Total 

Brachyscome rigidula vulnerable  3  3 

Calocephalus lacteus rare  yes yes  

Cryptandra amara endangered  yes yes  

Dianella amoena rare Endangered yes yes  

Leucochrysum albicans var. tricolor endangered Endangered   1 

Pimelea sp. Tunbridge   341 104 445 

Scleranthus diander vulnerable  148 17 165 

Stackhousia subterranea endangered  165 602 767 

Velleia paradoxa vulnerable   224 224 

Vittadinia burbidgeae rare  1604 619 2223 

Vittadinia cuneata rare  473 122 595 

Vittadinia gracilis rare   1 1 

 

TPT trip to Arthur Pieman Conservation area, 1-4 November  

Geoff Curry 

A group of about 20 TPT’ers had a ‘Blast’ on the APCA Field trip in early November, the 

west coast weather gods smiled upon us and we had favourable weather for the whole 

weekend except for the wind which confirmed we were on a High Energy Coastline.  

Our first task was to count a known population of yellow / green Prasophyllum sp, guided by 

our local experts Janine and Vicky; a good number of these plants were found and everyone 

had the opportunity to familiarise themselves with this species and be on the lookout for it 

across the weekend. We were a week late to see them in full flower but were able to study 

this very distinctive orchid. 

We surveyed the 3 known populations of Pterostylis rubenachii,  arthur river greenhood; 

results from the Bluff Hill site were encouraging but the 2 populations at Tiger Flats are quite 

overgrown and the number of plants we found was disturbingly low, reinforcing the need for 

a management strategy to protect the population numbers. 

We also surveyed areas that have been burnt recently and found over 20 different orchids 

including Calochilus, Caladenia, Diuris, Prasophyllum and Thelymitra.  

Thanks to – Arthur River PWS staff for their assistance and use of their facilities.  Janine and 

Vicky for sharing their local knowledge and showing us some special spots. Mike and Emma 

Duncan for their company and interesting comparisons between Tasmanian and Victorian 

orchids and especially Mike’s entertaining talks about Stewart Island and Sikkim: the 

Kingdom of Orchids.        

Thanks to everyone who came along and enjoyed a great weekend in an amazing location, 

your input will help to understand the area and management strategies needed to maintain it. 

A number of people continued to Rocky Cape reserve, Sisters Beach, Rubicon and Henry 

Somerset reserve finding many more orchids. 
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The unidentified Prasophyllum species found at Arthur River, Photos Phil Collier 

 

 

                                   
Pterostylis Rubenachi (Arthur River greenhood), Photos: Doug Clarke 

Coles Bay Trip, 8-9 November 

Alison van den Berg 

11 volunteers travelled up from Hobart in early November and spent a very productive 

weekend surveying old and new sites at Coles Bay, even though our clothes did change 

colour as we headed through the fire blackened scrub! The target species for the weekend 

were Thelymitra atronitida (black-hood sun-orchid) andThelymitra malvina (mauvetuft sun-

orchid) and the newly recognised Lobelia dentata in areas around Coles Bay and on Cusicks 

Hill. What we ended up with was a list of 20 threatened flora species recorded over the 

weekend, some old but the majority new, and a better understanding about Thelymitra 

atronitida. We filled in some gaps south of Cusick’s Hill in the covenant area and also in the 

Freycinet National Park. For species like Haloragis myriopcarpa, Asperula subsimplex, 
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Gratiola pubescens and Melaleuca pustulata, the area represented a new and secure 

catchment in very good condition. In addition we extended the known range in Tasmania of 

several species, namely the endangered Caladenia congesta, the unlisted Craspedia 

paludicola and Viola betonicifolea.  

Dr Richard Schahinger led the weekend and has prepared the following (impressive) species 

list. We were joined by local NRM South staff at the Cusicks Hill site and there was talk of 

returning to set up a monitoring program for the Melaleuca pustulata, so TPT may have an 

opportunity to visit the area again soon! 

  Threatened flora recorded from the TPT trip to Freycinet, 8–9 November 2014 

Species 

Common 

name TSP Act EPBC Act 

Endem

ic? 

Notes 

Acacia ulicifolia juniper wattle rare    

Asperula subsimplex water 

woodruff 

rare   New sites south of Cusicks 

Hill in Freycinet NP 

Caladenia congesta blacktongue 

finger-orchid 

endangered   Solitary plant in flower: 

extends range in Tasmania by 

c. 10 km to SSE 

Callitris oblonga subsp. 

oblonga 

south esk pine vulnerable Endangered yes  

Caustis pentandra thick 

twistsedge 

rare    

Conospermum hookeri tasmanian 

smokebush 

vulnerable Vulnerable yes  

Craspedia paludicola swamp 

billybuttons 

–   New site to south of Cusicks 

Hill in Freycinet NP; nearest 

record at Conara 

Euphrasia collina subsp. 

deflexifolia 

eastern 

eyebright 

rare  yes  

Gratiola pubescens hairy 

brooklime 

vulnerable   New sites north & south of 

Cusicks Hill in Freycinet NP 

Gyrostemon thesioides broom 

wheelfruit 

rare   Confirmed presence in 

covenant area 

Haloragis heterophylla variable 

raspwort 

rare   New sites south of Cusicks 

Hill in Freycinet NP 

Haloragis myriocarpa prickly 

raspwort 

rare   New sites to south of Cusicks 

Hill in Freycinet NP & 

covenant 

Lobelia dentata/rhombifolia tufted lobelia rare   New site near Coles bay 

lookout (burnt in autumn 

2014) 

Melaleuca pustulata warty 

paperbark 

rare  yes Substantial stand to south of 

Cusicks Hill in Freycinet NP 

& covenant (partly burnt in 

Jan 2013 fire)  

Pimelea flava subsp. flava yellow 

riceflower 

rare    

Pomaderris intermedia lemon 

dogwood 

rare   New sites to south of Cusicks 

Hill in covenant 

Scaevola aemula fairy fanflower endangered   Confirmed presence in 

covenant area 

Stenanthemum pimeleoides propeller plant vulnerable Vulnerable yes 100 plants W of Coles Bay 

Road (recovering from Jan 

2013 burn) 

Thelymitra atronitida blackhood 

sun-orchid 

endangered   Extended ‘Swanwick’ 

subpopulation to NW and SW 
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Thelymitra holmesii bluestar sun-

orchid 

rare   40 plants W of horse paddock 

site at Coles Bay (first since 

1994/95) 

Thelymitra malvina mauvetuft 

sun-orchid 

endangered   Solitary plant recorded at 

known site 

Viola betonicifolia showy violet –   New site south of Cusicks Hill 

in Freycinet NP: first record 

for Freycinet Peninsula 

 

TSP Act = Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995; EPBC Act = Commonwealth Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 

   
Callitris oblonga (v/EN) Lobelia rhombifolia/dentata (r/–) Scaevola aemula (e/–) 

  
Stenanthemum pimeleoides

 

Thelymitra holmesli

 

  

                Thelymitra atronitida (e/–)                         Thelymitra malvina (e/–) 
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Monitoring of Prasophyllum milfordense at Milford, 10 November 

Kate Shaw 

In November 2014, a small group of TPT volunteers returned to the Milford property with 

DPIPWE Senior botanist Richard Schahinger to monitor the Prasophyllum milfordense 

orchids for the seventh successive year. Although 2014 was a bumper year for Caladenia 

saggicola, the other critically endangered orchid at the site, only 66 Prasophyllum 

milfordense flowers were discovered this year. A finding that Richard attributes to the very 

dry period in September/October. 

 

The following table outlines results of the monitoring for the various burn units. 

Burn 

Unit 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

1 0 55 26 19 72 45 39 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 0 16 12 6 13 5 0 

4 0 2 0 0 18 26 7 

5 0 126 12 16 124 122 19 

6 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 

Total 0 199 50 41 227 200 66 

Prasophyllum milfordense: number of flowering plants 

Note: Unit 4 was burnt in April 2009 & unit 3 in April 2013 

 

 

Breadalbane Excursion, 15 November 

Roy Skabo 

Twelve volunteers, most of them members of the Australian Plant Society in Launceston, 

spent the day surveying for threatened species on  the beautiful  116ha private forest reserve, 

‘Rathmolyn’, at Breadalbane, a couple of kilometres  north of Perth.  

The property is mainly open, grassy forest with Eucalyptus viminalis and E. amygdalina over 

dolerite bedrock.  Most of the threatened species on the property are ephemerals which 

appear in large numbers each spring in thin, moist soil among outcropping rock.  Two of 

these are tiny daisies, 

Triptilodiscus pygmaea and 

Siloxerus multiflorus, and two are 

equally minute Aphelia species, A. 

pumilio and A. gracilis. By the end 

of November these ephemerals 

have vanished. 

Other minute plants, found in 

damp soil in a drying creek-bed, 

were Stylidium despectum and 

Myriophyllum integrifolium.  

Two other threatened species were 

easier to spot; Hypoxis vaginata 

which has starlike golden flowers 

and Haloragis heterophylla which, 

while not at all colourful at this 

time of year,  has distinctive 

leaves.  

Team on the Breadalbane Excursion, Photo Roy Skabo 
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The landowner is very enthusiastic about TPT’s work on his property and joined us for the 

afternoon with his young daughter, who also took an interest in our activities. 

 

   

Tasman Peninsula Trip, 16 November 

Alison van den Berg 

On 16 November a group of 11 volunteers plus two visitors from overseas headed to the 

Tasman Peninsula with Dr Wendy Potts of DPIPWE to revisit sites of the Prasophyllum 

apoxycholum, Thelymitra jonesii and Euphrasia semipicta in 

areas burned in the Forcett bushfires of 2013. All three 

species are listed as threatened at the State and National 

Level. At the Murdunna site, the orchid numbers were down 

on the previous year, including the Prasophyllum and this 

was probably due to the dry conditions there, but there was 

still a good variety to be seen and photographed. Dry 

conditions also affected the number of euphrasia this year 

with two flowering plants and one seedling of Euphrasia 

simpicta (type 1) found on the plateau above the quarry on 

Pirates Road, and 200 plants of Euphrasia simpicta (type2) 

found along Plateau Road near Eaglehawk Lookout, where up 

to 2000 plants have been seen in more favourable years, but 

was a good results for the current conditions.  

The volunteers also walked through the EagleHawk Bay 

Conservation Area which had not been surveyed to date and 

compiled a species list for the reserve.  

 

A trip to Campbell Town and Tunbridge, 3 December  

Kate Shaw 
Linda Luther and Kate Shaw, joined Richard Schahinger and Louise Mendel from DPIPWE 

in early December, on a trip to the Campbell Town golf course to re-score the transect for the 

endangered Prasophyllum olidum. On this particular occasion not a single plant was found 

which was probably attributable to the very dry spring. Despite this rather disappointing 

finding, time was spent usefully recording several quadrats within the transect area and in 

using the metal detector to try locating some of the missing plant id tags. It is now eight years 

since the transect was established and very few of the tags were visible to the eye. Checking 

for a random sample of tags with aid of the metal detector confirmed that the tags were still 

present but now located at depths of between 1.5-5cm! 

After a pleasant lunch beside the river at Campbell Town we made a brief stop at Tunbridge 

to walk through the Township Lagoon Nature Reserve and viewed a spot beside the Midland 

Highway where Pimelea sp. Tunbridge, a newly described species, occurs. 

 
 

Survey near Exeter 6 December  
Robin Garnett and Phil Collier 

It is always exciting to go to an area that hasn’t been surveyed before to see what we can find. 

Six TPT members spent a very interesting day walking through grassy woodland and steeper, 

Dr Wendy Potts finds the first 
Euphrasia semipicta for the day; 

Photo Kerri Spicer 
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bracken covered slopes on a covenanted property just south of Exeter. The owners, John and 

Judy Forbes, made as welcome and gave us a cup of tea when we had finished. 

We didn’t find many of the 

possible threatened species but 

we had 112 species on our list 

by the end of the day. There 

was lots of Glycine clandestina 

but none of the G. microphylla 

or G. latrobeana we were 

looking for. They might have 

been easier to see a month 

earlier when John said they 

were in flower. Phil was 

puzzled by the axillary pods and 

buds in the G. clandestina 

specimen he collected until he 

found a note in the Flora of 

NSW that all Glycine species 

can have cleistogamous axillary 

flowers i.e. flowers that do not 

open. Highlights were trailing speedwell, Veronica plebeia, and a good population of 

Austrostipa blackii.  

 

 

Andersons Nature Reserve, 7 December 

Chris Obst 
 

Six TPT volunteers ably led by DPIPWE’s Richard Schahinger visited Anderson Nature 

Reserve in October to search for two ephemeral native daisies. The species of main interest 

were Brachyscome perpusilla (tiny daisy – state rare) and Hyalosperma demissum (moss 

sunray – state endangered). In Tasmania both of these annual species grow on rock plates or 

shallow sandy soils, requiring bare ground to germinate and grow. 

The two species were recorded for the first time in 2013 at Heathy Hills Nature Reserve and 

it was decided to determine if they were present in other formal reserves in the area and 

identify any management issues of note. The aim of the day was to search the nearby 

Anderson Nature Reserve, and in particular the 

sandstone rock plates that are known to occur in 

the reserve.  

Unfortunately neither of these species were 

recorded on the day, and it is more than likely 

due to the dry conditions found in the reserve 

when we were there. Being ephemeral species if 

conditions aren’t right, they will either not grow 

at all that year or perhaps they may have already 

finished for the year and we were too late. This 

in itself is useful information as it lets us know 

the seasonal conditions that are not favorable 

for these species. We did however record three 

threatened flora species on the day: Lepidium 

Surveying in grassy woodland near Exeter, Photo Robin Garnett 

Search team at Andersons Reserve, Photo Kerri Spicer 
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pseudotasmanicum (shade peppercress – state rare), Ranunculus sessiliflorus (rockplate 

buttercup – state rare) and Stellaria multiflora (rayless starwort – state rare), and also the 

unlisted but of interest, Calandrinia calyptrata (pink purslane) the more common of the two 

Calandrinia species that we were also keeping an eye out for. 

As well as finding these interesting plants, we also had the pleasure of exploring the fabulous 

sandstone formations on Harry Walker Tier – quite an amazing place. So while we didn’t find 

the target species great company and an amazing location made it a fantastic day for all of us 

there.  

 

 

Bushcare at Amy Street Reserve, 7 December  

Chris Obst 
TPT has now been helping out at Amy Street Reserve in West Moonah for the past four 

years. Amy St. is a key site for Velleia paradoxa 

(spur velleia), listed as vulnerable in Tasmania. It 

is one of the three most important populations for 

this species in Tasmania. In earlier years 

population counts were carried out, with the 

emphasis switching to managing threats in recent 

years, namely weeds. Population counts on this 

species will probably be undertaken every five 

years or so, just to check that the population is 

stable or increasing, but not in decline. For the 

record, the population appeared to be in a similar 

condition and abundance to previous years and 

there are no obvious reasons for concern.   

On a cool and somewhat drizzly morning six fantastic TPT volunteers spent three hours 

doing the “un-sexy” work of weed control. The main weeds targeted were seedlings of 

boneseed, cotoneaster, blackberry and sweet briar. Whilst we initially thought we would do a 

scout over the entire reserve looking for the odd new seedling here and there, this was not to 

be the case. We managed to stumble on a relatively dense infestation on one of the edges of 

the reserve that had previously gone unnoticed. This patch was enough to keep us going for 

most of the session, however not really what was planned. Nonetheless, it was good to 

discover this area and vital that it was controlled as it would be a ready source of re-

infestation for the rest of the reserve.  

The reserve is looking better every year, and it was satisfying to hear some of the comments 

on how lovely a condition it was in. It is a very surprising little reserve, hidden away in the 

suburbs of West Moonah, and I would 

encourage anyone in the area to stop and have 

a wander through. In late spring/ early summer 

it is particularly beautiful with abundant native 

grasses and many native herbs in flower 

including Chrysocephalum apiculatum, Linum 

marginale, Leptorhynchos squamatus, 

Clematis gentianoides and of course Velleia 

paradoxa. Additionally, for those looking for 

threatened species there is a healthy population 

of Vittadinia muelleri (state rare) and 

Lepidium pseudotasmanicum (state rare).  

Volunteers at Amy St.; Photo Viv  Muller 

Velleia paradoxa; Photo Chris Obst 
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Our continued work is paying off, with the reserve condition improving every year. TPT’s 

ongoing commitment of one morning a year is a small but necessary investment that will help 

to stop the decline of this reserve, and thus protect the threatened flora species that occur 

there. Hopefully this commitment will continue in to the future.  

Thanks again to those who volunteered on the day and those who have helped out in the past, 

it is greatly appreciated. Next time you are in the area, do yourself a favour and check it out.     

 

 

Henry Somerset & Surrey Hills orchid monitoring, October – December 

Phil Collier 
The results from this year's monitoring of Caladenia tonellii plants was quite disappointing. 

Recall that many plants were disturbed in 2012 and the remainder were disturbed in 2014. 

There is an uptick in plants emerged and attempting to flower in 2012, as would be expected. 

The uptick recurs for plants attempting to flower in 2014, but there is a decline in the number 

of plants emerged. The chart below considers only plants that had been tagged for at least one 

year, i.e. excluding newly tagged plants in the year they were tagged. Particularly stark in 

2014 is that none of our previously tagged plants were seen in flower. The “attempted 

flowering” plants that had grazed flower stems were quite tiny, almost grazed to the ground. 

It is possible that some non-flowering plants had also be badly grazed and were not detected. 

There is also some evidence of the wood hookers at the transect, with at least one newly cut 

branch on the ground.  

 

There were some nice robust flowering plants at the site, but not a great number. Four of 

these were tagged for future reference. At this stage, we can only keep monitoring and try to 

learn from what we find. We should attempt to estimate plant death at some stage, because 

our analysis assumes that all plants ever seen are still alive, which is unlikely. 

 

Thanks again to all for helping on the day and James at Forico for the burns in 2012 and 

2014.  
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TPT Participation and News 
 

Threatened Species Day 
TPT participated in the Threatened Species Day activity with the Hobart City Council 

through a table at the Waterworks, South Hobart on 7 September. Many thanks to Alister 

Hazeltine for organising the event for TPT on short notice and to Richard White, Inger Visby, 

Doug Clarke and Gudrun Wells for being there to make it happen and promote TPT. Alister 

reports that Doug's forest orchid walk was very popular and that despite a small turnout 

generally the day was a lot of fun. Orchids seen on the forest walk were Chiloglottis 

triceratops, Corybas diemenicus, and Pterostylis melagramma, P. nutans and P. 

pendunculata.   
 

10th Australian Plant Conservation Conference 
The APCC10 conference held in Hobart in November was presented by the Australian 

Network for Plant Conservation and the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens. When it was 

first discussed early in 2014, the TPT committee was keen to offer support and to be involved 

in the conference and a number of our members volunteered significant time, energy and skill 

to make very worthwhile contributions.  

Richard White, Phil Collier and Viv Muller prepared an abstract for a conference paper 

presentation on the theme Partnerships for Biodiversity. The abstract was accepted and Viv 

Muller delivered an oral presentation titled 'Volunteer Commitment in Threatened Plants 

Tasmania' as one of the five on this theme. 

TPT offered to organise an Orchid field trip and teamed up with the Tasmanian Seed 

Conservation Centre to deliver one of the three official conference field trips.  Viv Muller, Dr 

Magali Wright and Geoff Curry coordinated a visit to the seed centre at the RTBG then 

taking the group of about 20 delegates to see the flowering orchids at the Peter Murrell 

Reserve. Along with Doug Clarke and Kate Shaw they attended to the many logistical details 

involved in organising transport, providing lunch and snacks as well as providing an 

informative and enjoyable experience for the delegates.  

TPT had also been invited to set up a trade table during the Technology Practical session at 

the Baha'i Centre of Learning, and was a great opportunity to promote the work TPT does. 

Viv Muller with the help of Doug Clarke took on the work of setting up the table, compiling 

resources and display images, then fielding questions from delegates during the sessions. The 

table generated a good amount of interest with some delegates adding their names to the TPT 

mailing list. 

Along with all these contributions TPT volunteers also helped the organisers on the days of 

the conference at the registration table. 

All the contributions made by TPT volunteers have been acknowledged in a letter from 

Robert Cockerell, Acting Director of the RTBG, who sincerely thanked all the volunteers, 

and particularly noted that he had received very positive feedback from the delegates 

attending the field trip. 

 

Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife Grant 
Viv Muller 

Through the agency of Wildcare Inc, a few months ago we were invited to apply for a grant 

from the Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife, with the brief that it was to support 

research, on ground works and volunteer involvement in the conservation of threatened 

species. We are delighted to report that we have recently been awarded this grant, worth 
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$15,000. Our proposal includes support for the Orchid Conservation Project run by Dr Nigel 

Swarts and Dr Magali Wright at RTBG; support for professional botanical surveys, to be 

followed up in more detail with volunteer help; and support for weed removal and volunteer 

follow-up at Jordan River Nature reserve, Heathy Hills Nature Reserve and hopefully one 

other site. All three of the chosen sites are important habitat areas for a number of different 

threatened species. A preliminary planning meeting has been held with Richard Schahinger 

of DPIPWE, Magali Wright of NRM South, our president Alison Vandenberg, and Viv 

Muller. With the help of Dr Magali Wright (through the MOU with NRM South) we are 

already in the process of organising primary weed work at the Jordan River and Heathy Hills 

reserves.  We hope many of you will be keen to help out in the future follow-up weeding 

events, and surveys! 

 

2014/2015 Committee 

 
 The committee for the 2014/15 season is as follows: 

 

Alison van den Berg President vandenberg.alison@gmail.com  

Phil Collier Vice-president North phil@rubicon.org.au 

Viv Muller  Vice-President South mulrum@gmail.com 

Robin Garnett Secretary robin@rubicon.org.au 

Chris Obst Treasurer tassiechris@gmail.com 

Doug Clarke Committee douglasclarke@bigpond.com 

Geoff Curry Committee redsand5910@yahoo.com.au 

Alister Hazeldine Committee alihazeldine@hotmail.com 

Inger Visby Committee inger@intas.net.au 

Gudrun Wells Committee gudrun.wells@gmail.com 

Richard White Committee richardwhite67@gmail.com 

 
 
The next General Meeting will be held at Surrey Hills during the field trip there on 24 – 26 

January. 

Field Trip Program planned for January to June 2015 
 

Threatened Plants Tasmania has an active field trip program over each spring and summer to 

survey and monitor threatened and endangered species. Details of each trip will be sent out 

about 2 weeks in advance, and will also be posted on www.wildcaretas.org.au and 

www.tpt.org.au.  

The trips are led by expert botanists and any data gathered contributes to improved 

management and recovery of the species.  

This important work can’t be done without the help of volunteers, visit www.tpt.org.au and 

find out how to join, or email president@tpt.org.au. All you need is an interest in learning 

more about threatened plants; experience or qualifications are not necessary. Although we 

blocked::mailto:vandenberg.alison@gmail.com
http://www.wildcaretas.org.au/
http://www.wildcaretas.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/


Threatened Plants Tasmania Newsletter December 2014     Page 19 of 19 

 

will try not to change any of these dates or destinations, it is possible that some trips may be 

altered due to weather or changing circumstances  

 

Date Action Site Species 

17-18 Jan 
Survey, re-score 

transects, quadrats 
Vale of Belvoir 

Stackhousia pulvinaris (grassland 
candles) 

Leucochrysum albicans (grasslands 
paperdaisy) 

24 Jan Extension surveys 
Snug Tiers: area 

burnt in Nov 2013 
Dryopoa dives, orchids 

24-26 Jan 
Orchid Monitoring 

and Extension 
surveys 

Vale of Belvoir, 
surrey Hills 

Prasophyllum cebriflorum and 
Prasophyllum “Vale of Belvoir”; 

possibly others 

14 Feb Extension surveys 

Badger Head 
Road (78ha): plus 

NP to north 
(Narawntapu) 

Gratiola pubescens 

15 Feb Status/ surveys 
Tamar Island 

wetlands & West 
Tamar fitness trail 

Lycopus australis, Alternathera 
denticulata, Rumex bidens 

24 Feb Rescore transects 
Vale of Belvoir, 

surrey Hills 
Prasophyllum cebriflorum 

March 
TBC 

Follow up 
monitoring 

Calverts Hill Eucalyptus morrisbyi 

May TBC Translocation? Pontos Hills Hardenbergia violacea 

June  Monitoring/ survey North Bruny Eucalyptus viminalis 

 
TBC = to be confirmed 
 

TPT is a Wildcare group. 
 

Newsletter Editor: Doug Clarke 


