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From the President 
The executive has decided that our newsletter should appear twice a year to keep in 

touch with those of you unable to get to meetings or field trips. 

 

The past six months have been a busy period, with a lot of forward planning. We have 

proposed two new projects for funding and we have been reporting on/replanning the 

existing Threatened Species Network (TSN) Community Grant. The theme of 

threatened orchid management and monitoring is present in all of these proposals: 

 The Cradle Coast NRM has directed some funding to TPT to assist with 
threatened species work in their region. We collaborated with Richard 

Schahinger and Matt Larcombe at the Threatened Species Section (TSS) to 

produce a proposal that has been accepted in principle, but the details are still 

to be finalised. There is a mix of site management at the Nut, monitoring in 

the far north-west, extension surveys at Rocky Cape, plus all of these activities 

at the Vale of Belvoir. What wonderful locations for field work! 

 WWF contacted us to discuss becoming a partner in a medium sized proposal 
funded by the new Federal funding scheme, “Caring for our Country”. This is 

WWF’s attempt to keep the momentum going on protecting threatened species 

now that the TSN scheme has folded. Our share of the proposal is 

approximately $750,000 over four years and focuses on management and 

monitoring of 10 critically endangered species with an emphasis on the 

Midlands and orchids. This proposal includes a full time project officer to help 

us manage a project of this scale. Apparently the proposals submitted by the 

April deadline are valued at 10 times the available funds, so fingers crossed! 

 The TSN grant has resulted in much enjoyable and worthwhile activity, but 
the dry conditions in the south plus supplementary funding available from TSS 

means that we need to replan the activities for 2009-10. There will be further 

field trips for extension searches and monitoring of threatened orchids. We are 

also working on two DVDs that were previously excluded from the funding 

received, one on orchid monitoring and the other on ecological burning. 

 

A new project at Pontville in the Midlands grasslands has commenced. This will 

monitor four species including two lichens for their fire response. Dr Richard 

Schahinger led a field trip to set up the monitoring site, and the May general meeting 

planned the TPT approach to this project. The next monitoring trip to Pontville will be 

on Sunday 30 August. 

 

In the last six months we have held two general meetings, one at Boomer Bay with a 

field trip in the salt marsh, and the other at the RTBG. The next meeting is scheduled 

for Saturday 29 August, which will be a workshop on orchid identification, prior to 

the appearance of the spring flush of growth. Our last meeting will be in the north of 

the State in November to inspect TPT monitoring activities. 

 

Please take a rest over winter because there will be plenty of field trips in spring, 

especially if we are successful with all the funding applications! 

Phil Collier 22 June 2009 



Reports of recent activities 
 
Orchid monitoring Surrey Hills (22 December 2008 and 14 January 2009) 

 

Matt Larcombe and TPT have been working with two ecologists at Gunns Ltd, 

responsible for the vast Surrey Hills sub-alpine property in the north-west. 

Prasophyllum crebriflorum is a new threatened species of leek orchid, more-or-less 

restricted to Surrey Hills. Four TPT members visited the property on 22 Dec, and 

searched in targeted areas for plants of this species. Unfortunately we were too early 

for flowering. Our return on 14 January was more successful, when we set out a 

monitoring transect at a very productive site identified on the earlier visit. This proved 

to be a mixed site with Prasophyllum crebriflorum and the more common 

Prasophyllum mimulum both present plus many non-flowering plants. We included 80 

plants in our transect, seven of which were known to be Prasophyllum crebriflorum in 

flower. The Gunns ecologists followed up with two further site inspections and have 

confirmed nine further specimens of Prasophyllum crebriflorum amongst the plants 

previously in bud. 

 

Some members will possibly ask whether we should be working with Gunns in this 

capacity. It is fortunate that the grassy plains at Surrey Hills are now viewed by 

Gunns as non-productive for timber and they can form useful fire breaks if regularly 

burned; ideal for the orchids! My overall impression was that the Surrey Hills 

property is being well managed with ecologists having several worthwhile projects 

underway. Hopefully we can demonstrate that there is community interest in this 

continuing while engaging in interesting orchid work in a very special habitat. 

 

  
Prasophyllum crebriflorum crowded leek-orchid Prasophyllum mimulum highland leek-orchid 

 

  



Boomer Bay General Meeting (15 February 2009) 

 

 
TPT members walking the plank at the start of the extension search at Boomer bay for yellow sea-lavender, 
Limonium australe and silky wilsonia, Wilsonia humilis (Michael Swanton) 

We were fortunate to have an invitation 

from Kris Schaffer to visit her property 

at Boomer Bay on the east coast. Some 

enjoyed an overnight camp prior to the 

field trip and General Meeting. 

 

Our leader Richard Schahinger had 

distributed a copy of a 1948 paper that 

provided an early botanical and 

historical description of Boomer 

Marsh. It mentions silky wilsonia, 

Wilsonia humilis, which Richard knew 

at one location, but he also wanted to 

search for yellow sea-lavender, 

Limonium australe. TPT members 

fanned out over the marsh, but we were 

unsuccessful in finding the sea-

lavender. We were rewarded by finding 

the silky wilsonia, which is a 

remarkable little plant, being 

distinctively silver-grey amongst the 

other salt marsh plants. Kris’ neighbour 

Lex Johnson accompanied us on the 

walk and interpreted the history of the 

area. 
Silky wilsonia, Wilsonia humilis 

  



Extension Survey―Port Sorell salt marsh (5 April 2009) 

 

Following the rather disappointing result of the search for sea lavender, Limonium 

australe, at Boomer Bay, friendly pressure was applied by Richard at TSS for a better 

outcome next time! Richard had been searching himself in the north-west, and the 

locals (Phil and Robin) had inside information about an unreported population at 

Squeaking Point. Six members braved gale force winds to search north from 

Squeaking Point to confirm the known population and discover two more. Honour at 

TSS was salvaged with new records being submitted to the Natural Values Atlas.  

 

Postscript: the party had afternoon tea at Rubicon Sanctuary before heading home. As 

everyone was dispersing, a wildfire was spotted on the property, the result of winds 

whipping up the previous day’s “controlled” burn. The two members who were slow 

getting away found themselves shipping buckets of water to the fire, until the local 

TFS volunteers arrived to save the day. An additional 3000 sq. m. of bush was burnt! 

 
Pontville native grasslands monitoring field trip (18 April 2009) 

 

The aim of this field trip was to establish baseline data for monitoring the effects of 

fire on four threatened species for which little is known about on how they respond to 

burns. The day was led by Richard Schahinger and Jane Bulmer, and 9 volunteers 

learned about two different monitoring processes.  

 

Two transects were established for monitoring 2 woody plants: Pultenaea prostrata 

and Cryptandara amara, and quadrats were established along four transects for 

monitoring 2 lichens, Xanthoparmelia molliuscula and Xanthoparmelia amphixantha. 

 

TPT will be responsible for the ongoing monitoring of these species before and after a 

planned burn, now due to occur in autumn 2010 and this project was the subject of the 

planning meeting held on 23 May. Thank you to the volunteers who helped achieve 

this great start. 

 

  
Cryptandra amara (pretty pearlflower) Pultenaea prostrata (silky bushpea) 



  
Xanthoparmelia amphixantha Xanthoparmelia molliuscula 

RTBG General Meeting (23 May 2009) 

 

Sixteen TPT members gathered at the Hobart Royal Botanical Gardens on the 22 May 

to hear Jon Marsden-Smedley talk enthusiastically about the work of SPRATS (Sea 

sPurge Remote Area Teams). This volunteer organisation has the ambitious goal of 

removing all sea spurge and marram grass from Cape Sorell to Cockle Creek over the 

next 10 years: an ambitious goal because sea spurge is an aggressive coloniser that 

has been spreading around the western shores of Tasmania since 1984. Each summer 

SPRATS members undertake tough hikes along the West coast beaches to pull, dig, 

swipe or spray their target species. They travel in by helicopter to the more remote 

areas. Their mapping of sites infested with sea spurge and marram grass and their 

careful documentation of the effectiveness of different eradication methods has 

enabled them to increase their efficiency and effectiveness each year and to make 

powerful inroads into controlling these two weeds. Jon stressed that SPRATS 

volunteers are not only doing a very useful job but they also share enjoyable times 

together in a beautiful part of the State that few people can normally access. 

 
RHBG Planning Meeting (23 May 2009) 

 

After Jon’s talk, a group of TPT members stayed for a planning meeting for the 

Pontville Native Grasslands project. Thanks to all present this was a very worthwhile 

exercise as it generated many interesting and useful ideas. By the end, we were clear 

about what we want to achieve, developed a variety of strategies to help us get there 

and allocated some areas of responsibility to different TPT members.  

 

We drew on Jon Marsden Smedley’s experiences and advice in the creation of a draft 

plan, particularly his advice on the need to provide worthwhile and fun experiences 

for volunteers. The next step is to discuss the draft plan with Threatened Species Unit 

staff for their input. Once finalised, the plan will be published to TPT members. 
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