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From the President 
TPT is starting to develop its own rhythm that reflects the natural seasons. We have just completed a 

busy and successful season of field trips, and now we have completed our initial planning for next 

season. You will find our tentative forward program in this newsletter. 

This year we have separated out our orchid monitoring program from the majority of our field trips. 

Most field trips will continue to have published dates for those people who need firm dates in their 

diaries. For orchid monitoring, we will call for a panel of people who are willing to be contacted at 

short notice for one or more orchid monitoring activities. Last year taught us that we can’t forecast 

dates of flowering with certainty, and we must monitor when orchid flowers are close to their peak. 

On the topic of orchids, we had an informative presentation from Dr Nigel Swarts at our general 

meeting in May at the Botanic Gardens. Nigel presented an excellent overview of native orchid 

ecology before homing in on his own work at the Seed Bank, where he has collected, processed and 

trial germinated seed from many of our threatened orchid species. It was fascinating to see the 

fungal hyphae clustered around germinating orchid seeds through the microscope. 

Reflecting back on last season more generally, we have once again contributed much up-to-date 

data about threatened species populations, including their abundance, that is sometimes directly 

comparable with previous sightings. This data feeds into analysis that provides vital input into 

management plans. All the data is held in the Natural Values Atlas, which is a marvellous repository 

available to all. Do register for access if you haven’t already: www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au 

Looking ahead, we hope to have a new TPT web site operational by the end of the year. Following a 

suggestion at the February AGM, we are working with a group of computing students at the 

Launceston campus of the university. They have made great progress in the first semester and we 

have an operation prototype already. We now need to input information about TPT over the 

students’ winter break. During the second semester, we will continue to work with the students on a 

system for TPT members to register on our field trips. 

We are continuing to publicise our activities at appropriate events. Several members attended the 

Wildcare stand at Envirofest in early June with our newly printed brochure and program. We 

gathered contact details from 12 people who expressed interest in becoming volunteers at our field 

trips. We are planning a similar stand at the Burnie Orchid Show in October.  

Possibly the biggest challenge for TPT in the coming months is to renew our leadership team in 2012. 

I believe that the organisation is in great shape, and we have organised effectively as a branch of 

Wildcare in a very important niche area. However, the executive this year is the same as last year, 

and this is not ideal for a vibrant and thriving organisation. I am retiring as President after three 

years so that somebody else can bring different skills to the role. I am very keen to continue in 

another role. We will hold the AGM in Hobart in February 2012, to ensure that the majority of our 

members can easily participate in this important election. 

We all have a few more months to catch our breath before our native flora starts to blossom again. 

Enjoy the winter season, and please pencil some of our field trips into your diary.  

As always, thanks to everyone who voluntarily gives their time to one or more TPT activities. No 

matter how large or small, your contribution is what makes TPT such a vibrant organisation. 

Phil Collier June 2011 

http://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/
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Reports of recent activities 

Grassland Field Days 14-15 December 
Gail Hart 

The Grassland Field Days, hosted by Gunns Limited and supported by Cradle Coast NRM, aimed to 

review the management of grasslands under covenant at Surrey Hills. They included a visit to a 

nearby privately owned grassland, Knole Plain, and concluded with a visit to the Vale of Belvoir 

managed by the Tasmanian Land Conservancy. Robert Onfray, Resource Manager with Gunns, 

invited a group of individuals with diverse expertise in grasslands management. The group included 

three representatives from TPT, academics, consultants and government. At each of the nine sites 

we visited there was a presentation that included contributions from local historians, geologists, 

botanists and conservationists. It became apparent that there were many uncertainties in the 

management of grasslands. Most significantly, one cannot ignore the impact of human intervention 

by the indigenous people and early settlers in the creation and maintenance of grasslands.  

There is dispute about the significance of intentional burning compared to naturally occurring fires. 

Burning is important to foster diversity and may be critical, in conjunction with grazing, to maintain 

grasslands. Button grass and Poa labillardieri require regular, light burns to thrive. Too frequent or 

too intense burning however can destroy grasslands and threaten dependent species such as the 

Ptunarra Brown Butterfly. Sphagnum moss areas are particularly sensitive and vulnerable to fire. 

Similarly, grazing fosters diversity. Early photos of Weindorf with his grazing cattle at Cradle 

Mountain provide evidence of greater vegetation diversity with many flowering herbs. These have 

now disappeared with national park management. At the Vale of Belvoir light cattle grazing has been 

continued and carefully monitored to ensure the plant diversity is maintained but the unique karsts 

and springs are not contaminated.  

It is also unclear what creates and maintains some sharp boundaries between rainforest and 

grasslands, with historical photos of Peak Plain from 1903 showing little change to these boundaries 

to present time. In other areas, it is not clear whether the grassland areas are extending into 

rainforest or vice versa - there was evidence of both. Button grass and sphagnum create their own 

ideal soil types over time. Some neighbouring sites with similar soils, elevation and drainage support 

sharply contrasting vegetation.  

The grasslands of the northwest of Tasmania are a rich heritage but the management of these sites 

is challenging. Burning and 

grazing are important factors 

to maintain plant diversity 

but they must be finely 

balanced. The field days 

provided a rare opportunity 

to discuss these challenges 

and opportunities from the 

perspectives of experts in 

different disciplines. 

Robert Onfray, Resource Manager with Gunns Ltd addressing the group on site. 



4 

Snug Tiers Extension surveys for Prasophyllum amoenum and Dryopoa 

dives post-fire 9 January 
Richard Schahinger 

The Snug Tiers trip on Sunday January 9 went well, with six in attendance, and for once we were 

blessed with ideal weather. No sign of the target orchid (Prasophyllum amoenum) in the moorland 

areas burnt in autumn 2009, despite the similarity to the nearby known site. However, we did find a 

reasonable amount of the giant mountain-grass (Dryopoa dives) at the moorland margins growing 

within Gahnia grandis tussocks. It's a curious one, in that our Dryopoa is much much smaller than 

what is ostensibly the same species in Victoria (see attached pic); CHAH (2008) do recognise the 

Tasmanian version as an endemic subspecies (known only from Snug Tiers), though the Tasmanian 

Herbarium has yet to follow suit.  

Perhaps the most memorable aspect of the day, aside from Viv Muller coming to grief in a bog, came 

on a side trip to check out a stand of Agastachys odorata (white waratah). You’d swear you were 

somewhere near Melaleuca … heaps of Agastachys and in very good flower. 

 

Agastachys odorata, white waratah, in flower at Snug Tiers 

Monitoring Prasophyllum olidum at Campbelltown golf course on 12 

January 
Richard Schahinger  

I rescored the Prasophyllum olidum transect at the golf course and managed to relocate all the tags 

The good news is that none of the plants had been browsed, with an 80 to 85% return on the 

flowers scored in early December (in terms of fruit production). The waterproof paper came in 

handy, yet again! 
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Prasophyllum crebriflorum at Surrey Hills and Knole Plain 21-22 January 
Adapted from report by Phil Collier 

TPT volunteers and two staff from Gunns Ltd North West Resource Management Team returned to 

Surrey Hills grasslands to monitor the population of the endangered crowded leek orchid, 

Prasophyllum crebriflorum, for the third year in succession and to search for new populations. 

Despite the Poa labillardieri grasslands growing thicker and taller than the two previous years, we 

were still able to locate every numbered brass tag in the ground.  

With three years of monitoring data available, we can start to look at patterns of emergence and 

dormancy in the tagged plants. There is only one instance of any plant flowering for all three years. 

The rate of this occurring for P. crebriflorum is estimated to be 4.5% based on this limited data set. 

The mean number of flowers observed on flowering P. crebriflorum plants was 14 in 2009, 13 in 

2010 and 18 in 2011 respectively. About 10% of the observations include a dormant year (no plant 

emerged) in 2010, with an estimate of this occurring 13.6% of the time for P. crebriflorum. 

 

Prasophyllum crebriflorum (left) TPT volunteers monitor Prasophyllum crebriflorum, at Surrey Hills (right), Phil Milner, 
Ian Ferris and the survey party celebrate after successfully surveying for Prasophyllum crebriflorum at Knole Plain (inset) 

In 2010 Philip Milner discovered some plants of Prasophyllum crebriflorum at Knole Plain near 

Waratah. In late January TPT volunteers joined Philip and Ian Ferris in carrying out a more extensive 

survey of the area to try to discover the extent of the population. We spread out over the hillside 

and were able to find a total of 230 plants at 98 GPS recorded locations.  

In the following week, Janine Cranney and Vicky Ablitt recorded another 137 plants at 30 locations. 

The Prasophyllum crebriflorum plants were unevenly distributed across the landscape and we all 

speculated about the factors influencing their distribution. It was very pleasing to find such an 

extensive population of this endangered Tasmanian orchid. 
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Prasophyllum tadgellianum (???) at the Vale of Belvoir on 23 January  
Phil Collier 

When TPT and TLC members conducted an extensive survey of threatened plants at the Vale of 

Belvoir in early February 2010, we noticed that there were several patches of leek orchids that had 

finished flowering and could not be identified. We returned to some of the same sites in late January 

2011, hoping to find the plants in flower. We were in luck – the plants were indeed in flower in 

profusion but identification proved a challenge as we detected a wide range of floral characteristics. 

Much close examination, photography and consultation with experts went on before the conclusion 

was reached that we couldn’t identify the plants with certainty.  

 

(Left to right at the Vale of Belvoir) Photographers in action; bracken “flag” marking the position of a Prasophyllum sp.; 
Denna Kingdom and Phil Collier record the positions and numbers of Prasophyllum sp.  

The orchids were well camouflaged so each TPT volunteer set off with a bundle of bracken “flags” 

and marked each plant he/she discovered. In the densest area for flowers we set up a 25 metre 

square quadrat and counted all the plants within it. We will be able to track the abundance of this 

population over time, while we reconsider possible identification of the bewildering array of similar, 

but different looking plants. 

 
A variety of the different-leek orchid (Prasophyllum) plants found at the Vale of Belvoir in 2010  
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Monitoring Stackhousia pulvinaris and Leucochrysum albicans at the Vale of 

Belvoir on 29–30 January 
Robin Garnett 

TPT volunteers returned to the Vale of Belvoir for the last weekend in January to set up experiments 

to monitor populations of two species of threatened plants: Stackhousia pulvinaris and 

Leucochrysum albicans. For the rare Stackhousia pulvinaris, we estimated the proportion of ground 

that was covered by this prostrate species within 1 sq. m. quadrats. We monitored some quadrats in 

areas where cattle were feeding and other in areas where the cattle have been recently excluded by 

new fences. We'll monitor the quadrats each year for a number of years to try to work out whether 

the cattle are helping or hindering the rare plant. We used similar quadrats, along three transects, to 

monitor Leucochrysum albicans, but for this species we counted the number of plants present. 

   

(Left to right at the Vale of Belvoir) TPT volunteers estimating the ground cover of Stackhousia pulvinaris growing within 
a quadrat; map of known Leucochrysum albicans plants, also showing transects in main population 

Hunting for golden spray (Viminaria juncea), bearded midge orchid 

(Corunastylis morrisii) and Philotheca freyciana, Coles Bay area 12-13 

March 
Richard Schahinger, Phil Collier and Viv Muller 

Phil and Robin from Port Sorell, Julia, Louise and Viv from Hobart, Verle from South Australia and 

Nicky from Cherry Tree Hill joined Richard Schahinger from DPIPWE at Coles Bay on this perfect 

morning for the start of our day’s survey work. 

Our morning task was to track down and survey the health of the remaining population of the 

endangered (TSP Act) small tree Viminaria juncea (golden spray). In Tasmania, this species is only 

known from this location at the margins of Moulting Lagoon, and the most recent census (2002) 

recorded about 240 plants and 70 juveniles (the latter all on private land). The current survey 

revealed that the population is down to just 43 plants, almost all in very poor condition with no 

recent recruitment. The drought through the 2000s has really knocked the population back, and 
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while there has been abundant regrowth in other species following a return to reasonable rains in 

the past couple of years, the Viminaria is barely hanging on. DPIPWE will be talking with PWS and 

the private landowners in regards to an ecological burn to stimulate recruitment from what is 

presumed to be a substantial soil-stored seed bank (with some seed already collected and stored at 

the RTBG as insurance). So we can anticipate some post-fire surveys.  

At lunch we were joined by Tim and Lorraine from Hobart, and in the afternoon continued our 

survey at the ‘recreation ground’, encompassing the area known as the ‘horse paddock’, closer to 

Coles Bay township, an area that was burnt in 2008. Here we were looking for the bearded midge 

orchid, Corunastylis morrisii (endangered on the TSP Act). The species has been recorded from six 

widely spread locations in Tasmania, but only in the Coles Bay area since 1993. 25 plants were 

recorded from the 'horse paddock' site back in 1993 but had declined to just 1 plant in 1997 (a 

presumed consequence of trampling by horses, with nothing post-fire). On this survey we recorded a 

total of 15 mature plants in an area of about 0.2 ha. Our patch is just to the south of the original site 

& is the first sighting of the species since David Ziegeler picked up a solitary plant in 2005 in about 

the same spot. So while 15 plants doesn't seem much, in the scheme of things it is very significant. 

As mentioned by Nicky Meeson, there are fire management issues to be sorted for the area -- the 

area we surveyed is currently a Public Reserve under the Crown Lands Act, with the fenced area (i.e. 

the 'horse paddock') under lease to Glamorgan/Spring Bay Council).  

 

(Top left to right, Coles bay area) TPT volunteers admiring Polyscias sp. Douglas-Denison; Corunastylis morrisii; TPT 
volunteers enjoying the well-known view (below) 

At the end of the afternoon the choice was between a welcome swim, or a visit to a small hill top 

near Coles Bay to view another threatened species, Polyscias sp. Douglas-Denison. This species is 

known from about 5 sites in the east of the State. Thanks to all who participated in what was a day 

of mixed results, but which added significant information for feeding into management strategies. 

Four of our intrepid group monitored Philotheca freyciana on the following day while scrambling on 

the granite peaks. Many of the marked plants were re-discovered and a few new plants were found.  
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Tentative program for 2011-12: Orchid Monitoring 
Dates Action Site Species 

Late Sept, Oct,  
Nov 

Rescore transects Milford, Hobart airport 
Caladenia saggicola and 
Prasophyllum milfordense 

Late Oct, mid 
Nov, early Dec 

Rescore transects Henry Somerset CA 
Caladenia caudata and 
Caladenia tonellii 

Early Nov, late 
Nov, early Dec  

Map extent, rescore 
plots/transects 

Campbell Town Golf 
Course 

Caladenia anthracina, 
Prasophyllum incorrectum 
and Prasophyllum olidum 

Tentative program for 2011-12: Fixed-date trips 

Date Action Site Species 

25-Sep 
Map extent & set up 
transect  

East Risdon SR 
Spyridium eriocephalum and 
Eucalyptus morrisbyi 

2-Oct Search Henry Somerset CA Chiloglottis trapeziformis 

15-Oct 

Woody shrub 
transects, orchid & 
ephemeral mapping & 
some light weeding 

Pontville 
Cryptandra amara, Hibbertia 
basaltica, Pultenaea prostrata 

22-Oct General searches 
Kate Reed CA 
(Launceston) 

Various 

23-Oct Search Bridport CA 
Pultenaea sericea, Thelymitra 
antennifera & Prasophyllum 
apoxychilum 

29-Oct 
Map & weed pre-
autumn 2012 burn 

Township Lagoon NR 
Prasophyllum tunbridgense, 
Leucochrysum albicans, 
Stackhousia subterranea 

5-Nov Search and map 
Denison Street, 
Kingston 

Thelymitra atronitida and various 

12-13 
Nov, mid 
Dec 

Search and map Midlands properties 
Pterostylis commutata and other 
Midlands threatened species, 
private property 

20-Nov Search Site TBA Caladenia congesta 
4-Dec Map & weed Amy Street, Glenorchy Velleia paradoxa 
Late Jan Search and map Exeter Golf Course Gratiola pubescens and others 

26–29 Jan 
Extension surveys, Re-
score transects 

Surrey Hills, Waratah, 
Vale of Belvoir 

Prasophyllum crebriflorum, 
Stackhousia & Leucochrysum 

12 Feb 
Cage modification & 
census 

Barren Tiers/St 
Patricks Plains 

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. 
divaricata  
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