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From the President  

Alison van den Berg, June 2014 

Thanks to the vote of those at the Annual General Meeting in March, I have the honour of taking on 

the role of President for this year. There were some other changes to the executive committee at 

the same time and I would like to start by thanking the outgoing President, Viv Muller, for her 

excellent leadership over the past 2 years. Thanks to her efforts TPT has continued to grow and 

develop a reputation as a competent organisation. A big thanks from me also to all the capable 

committee members for their ideas, time and commitment and for getting things done.  

I want to acknowledge two committee members who are stepping down this year, Michael Swanton, 

a founding committee member, and Margaret Davies. The contributions to TPT made by Michael 

and Margaret are greatly appreciated. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to two volunteers 

who have put their hands up to join the TPT committee – Alister Hazeldine and Doug Clarke. Finally, I 

would like to thank Robin Garnett for producing the very readable and informative TPT newsletters 

twice a year since 2009 and which have become a great record of our activities. This is not a small 

job and we are fortunate that fellow committee member Richard White is willing to take this on and 

give Robin a break!  

This newsletter describes the TPT activities over the last 6 months and they serve to illustrate the 

variety of ways TPT is contributing to improving the lot of threatened species in Tasmania. Over the 

last years we have developed collaborative relationships with the Royal Botanical Gardens of 

Tasmania, Cradle Coast NRM and NRM South and these have led to some of the exciting projects 

that you will read about.  We would like to formalise these relationships further in the near future 

and include some other key players. This would also support TPT to spread its activities more evenly 

across the State and hopefully we will have something more to report at the next general meeting in 

August. 

None of this could or would happen without volunteers, and this year we are focussing on how to 

make the experience as satisfying as possible. To start, we plan to survey volunteers participating in 

field trips last season so here’s your warning! We would welcome any feedback from volunteers 

about their experience on TPT events, and you can email your thoughts to me at the email address 

below. 

A packed field trip program has been prepared with our colleagues from the Threatened Species and 

Marine Section at the Department of Primary Industries, Parks and Wildlife and Environment for the 

next 12 months, and we would love you to join us on these activities no matter what your skill or 

expertise level – just an interest in plants will take you a long way.   

I look forward to catching up with you over the coming year, 

Alison van den Berg 
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2014/15 TPT Committee 
 

The new committee was elected at Coles Bay on 22 March. Margaret Davies and Michael Swanton 

have withdrawn from the TPT committee and we thank them for their contributions. The committee 

for the 2014/15 season is as follows:  

 

Alison van den Berg President vandenberg.alison@gmail.com 

Phil Collier Vice President North phil@rubicon.org.au 

Viv Muller Vice President South mulrum@gmail.com 

Robin Garnett Secretary robin@rubicon.org.au 

Chris Obst Treasurer tassiechris@gmail.com 

Doug Clarke Committee douglasclarke@bigpond.com 

Geoff Curry Committee Geoff.Curry@visy.com.au 

Alister Hazeldine Committee alihazeldine@hotmail.com 

Gudrun Wells Committee gudrun.wells@gmail.com 

Richard White Committee richardwhite67@gmail.com 

 

TPT in the lab  
Orchid Conservation Project at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens  
Viv Muller and Magali Wright 

This project is an ongoing long-term effort, 

led by Dr Nigel Swarts and Dr Magali 

Wright and hosted by the Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens (RTBG). TPT volunteers 

and volunteers from the Friends of the 

RTBG are involved in helping with both the 

laboratory and the nursery phases of the 

project. In the last newsletter we reported 

that there was some successful 

germination of Prasophyllum incorrectum. 

These experiments were not done at an 

ideal time for the plants to survive planting 

out in the nursery, as they need the longest 

possible time in the nursery with cool 

temperatures to produce tubers to survive 

their first summer dormancy, but were more a test of the culture and growing systems being 

established. There are a few of the Prasophyllum incorrectum still surviving in the nursery, but 

subsequently we were able to initiate a better- timed program, aimed on this occasion at Caladenia 

saggicola and Caladenia caudata. 

You may have seen the report in the last newsletter of our field days at Milford in late 2013, where, 

amongst other activities, Magali carried out some hand pollinations for the two Caladenia species 

Figure 1: Nigel demonstrates the planting out technique. 
Photo: Magali Wright 
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and caged the resulting pollinated plants. She then returned to collect seed capsules from these 

plants, the mycorrhizal fungus collections having been done earlier in the season (September) by 

Magali. 

Back in the laboratory, we volunteers helped first of all to isolate the mycorrhizal pelotons from the 

orchid roots (in Diuris, Prasophyllum and Theylmitra) or stem collars (in Caladenia  and many 

Pterostylis), and to culture the fungus on agar plates. Eventually, in December last year, the surface-

sterilised Caladenia seed was spread over agar inoculated with 

species-matched and (except for some of the Caladenia 

caudata) site-matched mycorrhiza.  After 8-12 weeks in a 

controlled temperature cabinet, many of the seeds had 

germinated! The babies were transferred to intermediate 

growing vessels made with sand over agar for a few more 

months, still in the laboratory under controlled conditions. 

Finally, in May, after we were initiated into the special plant 

hygiene practices in the RTBG nursery, we were able to place 

over 150 Caladenia saggicola and 50 Caladenia caudata 

seedlings into pots. So far they are looking good, growing 

around 5-10mm in the first few weeks. Many of these plants 

continue to grow well, although at present there is some 

intensive control happening for a fungus gnat attack. So 

fingers crossed for their future! 

Nigel and Magali hope to extend this conservation work to other Tasmanian threatened orchids, as 

well as doing more basic research work on the specificity of mycorrhizal-orchid interactions.  

TPT in the field 

Monitoring at Surrey Hills, January-February 2014 
Phil Collier 

Our regular monitoring of the crowded leek orchid, Prasophyllum 

crebriflorum, at Surrey Hills revealed a welcome increase in flowering 

plants in January. This followed a burn of the site in June 2012 and a 

very poor flowering season in January 2013 that we attributed to 

grazing, probably by native animals. 

Following the plant identification course at Guildford Lodge, we took 

the chance to visit the site again in early February. We found that 

many of the flowering plants seen in January had disappeared or been 

eaten off. Given our serendipitous records of grazing from 2009, 2012 

and 2013, we attempted to model the progress of grazing over the 

growing season. After comparing two possible models, we concluded 

that grazing increases as the season progresses, leading to the 

conclusion that no plants ever produce fruit, at least in the seasons 

immediately following a fire. Like all models, this simplifies the reality 

of the situation, but it highlights grazing as a possible threat to the 

future of the species. 

Figure 2: Placing seedlings in pots. 
Photo: Magali Wright 

Figure 3: The endangered 
crowded leek orchid, 
Prasophyllum crebriflorum 
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In 2014-15 we are planning monthly visits to the site to track the progress of grazing over the 

growing season. This is three years following the most recent burn, and the surrounding vegetation 

is likely to provide more protection for the orchid plants, which may enable more plants to produce 

fruit. You are welcome to 

register your interest in 

assisting with this 

monitoring with Phil at 

phil@rubicon.org.au. 

This monitoring work has 

been written up as 

“Orchid hunting at night” 

in Wildtimes 49, May 

2014, page 14 and The 

Tasmanian Naturalist 135 

(2013), pages 46 to 55. A 

report about the model of 

grazing is available from 

Phil at 

phil@rubicon.org.au. 

 

TPT Field Botany Course at Guilford, February 2014 
Robin Garnett 

On February 1 a group of twelve TPT volunteers gathered for a weekend of training in Field Botany 

at Gilford Lodge in the North West, led by Mark Wapstra and Fred Duncan. The course was an 

adaptation of the successful one that they led in Hobart last year. This time the field work was based 

on the native grasslands covenanted by Gunns Ltd. at Surrey Hills.  

Fred and Mark started with an overview of the flora of Tasmania and its taxonomy and 

nomenclature, then they homed in on the identification of nine main families before taking us 

through detailed keys to the Acacias and Eucalypts. Fred and Mark had brought with them lots of 

plant material, including a wide range of species from Fred’s garden, so we had plenty of hands-on 

experience at identification.  

After this detailed work, Mark and Fred led us on to consider the management of threatened species 

and communities in Tasmania and the importance of monitoring: all very relevant to the work of TPT 

volunteers. They gave us many useful hand-outs and introduced us to numerous books and websites 

to help us on our way. Now it is up to us to practice plant identification ourselves and to learn more 

about the needs of the species we help to preserve. 

Wellington Range surveys, February 2014 
Richard Schahinger 

Background: Prasophyllum amoenum (dainty leek-orchid) is currently listed as endangered under 
both the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  The species is endemic to Tasmania and at the 
time of its description in 1998 was known from just a few plants beside a track at Snug Tiers.  
Additional plants have since been uncovered at Snug Tiers and Mount Wellington, with surveys of the 

 

Figure 4: Marking a new flowering plant in January 2014 

mailto:phil@rubicon.org.au
mailto:phil@rubicon.org.au
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latter by TPT volunteers in February 2013 revealing at least 200 plants in the headwaters of North 
West Bay River and adjoining areas (at altitudes ranging from 1110 to 1240 m above sea level; see 
Figure 1).  A solitary flowering plant was also recorded by the author late in the 2013 season at Pond 
Plain several kilometres further to the west, prompting the current round of extension surveys by an 
intrepid band of TPT members. 

Target areas: Four areas were targeted for survey (Figure 1): 

 Northeastern flanks of Collins Bonnet; 

 Pond Plain; 

 Drainage line just east of Mt Charles; 

 Long Marsh, either side of White Timber Trail to the west of Jefferys Track. 

The first two areas were known to be similar to the Mt Wellington sites in terms of their altitude and 
vegetation, viz., alpine sedgeland or heathland dominated by Astelia alpina, Gleichenia alpina, 
Empodisma minus, Baloskion australe, Baeckea gunniana and Sprengelia incarnata. The Long Marsh 
site had some similarities to the Snug Tiers site, being at a lower altitude (705–725 m) and with 
buttongrass prominent, while the Mt Charles site was chosen purely on the basis of its aerial signature 
and relative accessibility (being right next to the East West track). 

Wellington Park was accessed from the Collins Cap end, following the Collins Cap fire trail and then 
the East West Trail, and finally heading south to Crabtree via Jefferys Track. Vehicle access to 
Wellington Park was provided via permit no. 662 issued on 18/12/2013, with a specimen of 
Prasophyllum amoenum collected for lodgement at the Tasmanian Herbarium under a permit issued 
on 17/12/2013.  

Survey results:  Six orchid species were recorded on the day (Table 1).  Prasophyllum amoenum was 
recorded at the Collins Bonnet site and Pond Plain sites, with 3 and 39 plants, respectively.  Plants 
near Collins Bonnet occurred at two sites separated by 300m, while those at Pond Plain occurred 
mostly in the east and south in an area of 5 to 6 hectares. Plants grew mostly in Astelia alpina or 
Gleichenia alpina, and proved to be particularly hard to spot given their colouring and diminutive 
nature (see pics overleaf).  No plants were found at the Mt Charles or Long Marsh sites, with the 
vegetation at the former site in particular being unsuitable for the species (wet herbfields and dense 
clumps of Astelia alpina, Gahnia grandis and Leptospermum lanigerum scrub) 

Table 1.  Orchids recorded on 22 February 2014 

Species Common name Notes 

Eriochilus cucullatus autumn orchid In flower 

Prasophyllum alpinum alpine leek-orchid Most just past it 

Prasophyllum amoenum dainty leek-orchid Half in flower, half just past it 

Pterostylis decurva summer greenhood Flowering 

Pterostylis dubia bluetongue greenhood Past flowering 

Thelymitra cyanea veined sun-orchid Only one plant in flower, rest in fruit 

 

Aftermath:  The surveys for Prasophyllum amoenum confirmed our suspicions that Pond Plain may 
support a reasonable subpopulation (and a secure one at that), numbers being comparable with those 
found at Snug Tiers, while the plants found near Collins Bonnet fit naturally into what appears to be a 
continuous (if patchy) distribution from the summit of Mt Wellington to Pond Plain. 

All point records from the trip have been entered in DPIPWE’s Natural Values Atlas, and GPS track logs 
saved for future reference. The species’ listing statement available on the DPPIPWE website will be 
updated in the coming months. 
 



Threatened Plants Tasmania Newsletter July 2014                                    Page 7 of 14 

 

   
 
 

Figure 5: Collins Bonnet Prasophyllum amoenum sites: left (site 1), middle & right (site 2). Photos: Tim Rudman 



Threatened Plants Tasmania Newsletter July 2014                                    Page 8 of 14 

 

 

 

Coles Bay weekend, March 2014 
Viv Muller 

An enthusiastic group of eight TPT volunteers arrived in Coles Bay on Friday 21 March, prepared for 

some adventurous weekend surveying. Thanks to grant funding from NRM South, TPT were able to 

provide accommodation for our group as well. 

Figure 7: Alvin, Richard and Sabine make first contact 
with Gyrostemon thesioides. Photo: Viv Muller 

Figure 8: Scaevola amongst the Gyrostemon. Photo: Viv 
Muller.Inset: Scaevola aemula Photo: Carol Rue 

Photo Vi  

Figure 6: Prasophyllum amoenum in the Wellington Range (green dots = TPT surveys on 22 February 2014 
yellow dots = existing records) (grid elements = 1 km) 



Threatened Plants Tasmania Newsletter July 2014                                    Page 9 of 14 

 On Saturday we were 

fortunate to have local 

ecologist/botanist Nicky 

Meeson along for our surveys 

of the dolerite slopes of Daggs 

Hill and Cusicks Hill in 

Freycinet National Park.  The 

area had been burnt in the 

Bicheno wildfire of January 

2013, and our surveys 

revealed the expected post-

fire swathes of the rare 

Gyrostemon thesioides and 

the (increasingly less) 

endangered Scaevola aemula 

(fairy fan-flower).  Small 

Spyridium obovatum plants 

were widespread, as was the diminutive sedge Lepidosperma inops; in the moister areas we also 

observed Clematis gentianoides and Correa reflexa, as well as a frequent Pomaderris species and an 

occasional Hibbertia species. All this occurred under regenerating “half-barked” Eucalyptus 

amygdalina, as well as patches of Allocasuarina verticillata and Kunzea ambigua. Our other main 

activity was the mapping of the poorly-known Lobelia rhombifolia on the gravel flats to the east of 

the Coles bay road extending in the direction of the Apsley Marshes. This area had also been burnt in 

the 2013 fire, and supported Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest, with Hypolaena fastigiata and 

Lepidosperma concavum common elements.  The Lobelia was found to be quite extensive, though 

many plants had been heavily browsed; it was in full flower in the shadier areas but had already 

formed seed in the sunnier places. James Wood and the seed bank at RTBG will be the beneficiary of 

some of this!  Our mapping on Saturday and Sunday has provided a considerable insight into the 

extent and abundance of the Lobelia, a species that has been recorded in Tasmania at just a few 

sites in the past 30 years. To finish off Saturday, we trekked into the west side of Coles Bay Road to a 

sedgey wetland, where we located a new population of the vulnerable Gratiola pubescens. 

We spent a sociable Saturday evening, partly around the barbeque 

having a business meeting, including our election of office bearers for 

the year.   There were some comments about not having a proper 

quorum, but since we are not an incorporated body, and have no 

constitution, the rules about this appear to be non-existent so we 

went ahead anyway. On Sunday, a small intrepid group ascended Mt 

Mayson at the eastern end of The Hazards, discovering a small new 

site for Lepidosperma tortuosum, and spotting a few Philotheca 

freyciana. They were also hoping to see some Corunastylis morrisii, 

but alas, no luck. Corunastylis pumila was present though. While the 

mountain goats were enjoying the scenery, the rest of us were 

checking out the Thryptomene micrantha along the Hazards Beach 

track. There is a considerable population of this along the track and 

visible for a few metres in, but in places it is being affected, 

presumably by the Phytophthora cinnamomi which is known to be 

present here. One or two grass trees still exist, although that 

Figure10: Magali, Carol and 
Annie locate Thryptomene 
micrantha. Photo: Viv Muller 

 

 

Figure 9: The mountaineers, Christine, Sabine and Alvin. Photo: Richard 
Schahinger 
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population has also apparently been badly affected. We did not venture off track, for fear of 

spreading the dreaded disease. Due to our botanical expert being at a considerably higher altitude, 

we did not realise till later that we had also spotted a small population of Spyridium vexilliferum 

(helicopter bush…well done Carol!) and one plant of Conospermum hookeri (Tasmanian smoke bush, 

well done Magali!) which we had surveyed in a different area of Coles Bay last year. The low-altitude 

team then had time to return to the west side of Coles Bay Road opposite Cusicks Hill, where we 

looked unsuccessfully for Gratiola pubescens in another small wetland.   We did find one lovely 

flowering specimen of Spiranthes australis though. Then we spent the rest of the day mapping more 

Lobelia rhombifolia on the western side of Coles Bay Rd in areas burnt in January 2013, before 

meeting with the mountain team and making our way back to Hobart. 

Euphrasia hunting at Blackswan Lagoon, March 2014 
Wendy Potts 
 

Euphrasia gibbsiae subsp. psilantherea (swamp 
eyebright) is one of our most threatened plants, 
known only from one site (globally!) occupying 
only about 0.25 ha. The plants are short lived 
(up to 3 to 5 years maximum) and recruit from 
soil stored seed. Fresh seed germinates in 
winter given adequate moisture levels and 
light, though older seed seems to require 
leaching with above average rainfall periods to 
overcome dormancy with perhaps seed age a 
factor (i.e. going through a number of wet/dry 
cycles). Survival of seedlings is however 
dependent on relatively high moisture levels 
until the seedlings are able to form their semi-
parasitic attachments to the roots of other 

plants. While eyebright seed is sensitive to heat and smoke, the seed appears to respond to the 
openness created by fire, as while not primary colonisers the species does appear to recruit from soil 
stored seed in wet years after fire. 
  
Euphrasia gibbsiae subsp. psilantherea is likely to have been more widespread in the Southport to 
Blackswan Lagoon area. It was collected  by Labillardiere, presumably on his April 1792 Recherche 
Bay visit given the flowering time of the species (this species is unusual for an eyebright having 2 
main flowering periods, one in spring much earlier than other eyebrights, and another in autumn). It 
was next collected by Milligan (who collected in the 1830s to 1850s) and Stuart in 1855. It was then 
thought to be extinct until rediscovered at the present site by Phil and Sue Collier in 1985. Phil and a 
number of members of the Hobart walking club did an extension survey in the area and didn’t find  

 

Figure 12: The lovely view from our lunch spot. Photo: Richard White. 

Figure 11: Euphrasia gibbsiae subsp. psilantherea. 
Photo: Wendy Potts 
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any new sites. They counted 25 plants at the known site. Similarly extension surveys in the mid to 
late 1990s haven’t found new sites. Is its present restricted occurrence the result of a change in the 
fire regime?  The area is likely to have been burnt regularly by Aborigines prior to European 
settlement. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the soil seed bank may have a longevity of many years, 
perhaps several decades, though if the species does occur elsewhere but is restricted to the soil seed 
bank, the area hasn’t been burnt for over 30 years and it is likely that very little, if any viable seed 
still remains. 
 
As such, the priority for recovery work for the species from the mid-1990s has been to ensure the 
continued above ground persistence of the only known population. If the species becomes restricted 
to dormant soil stored seed, the risk of the species becoming extinct is increased given the need for 
the right conditions to break seed dormancy, and sufficient moisture levels for the survival of 
seedlings. This meant ensuring that there was a continuous supply of fresh seed and open 
recruitment niches. When first rediscovered, the species was growing along 4WD and animal tracks, 
usually with a trail of seedlings from a mother plant. The area has since become increasingly 
overgrown. While plans for ecological burns to increase openness have not come to fruition because 
of resourcing issues, on each visit small areas (e.g. 20 x 20 cm) into which plants could seed were 
cleared. Over the years the number of plants increased to above 50, but with year to year variation. 
Clearing larger areas would likely increase browsing pressure. Eleven wire cages over patches of 
plants limited browsing and allowed a good collection of seed for the Millennium Seedbank 
conservation project. The threat from increased 4WD activity in the area (worsened by illegal use of 
a new logging road put through to access a private land block to the south) leading to excessive track 
braiding and new tracks (some within 10 m of plants) and spread of Phytophthora 
cinnamomi (posing an indirect threat to the Euphrasia by impacting its hosts) required 2 fences to be 
erected, not to fence in the population, but to divert traffic away from it. Fortunately, the logging 
road has now been closed and rehabilitated and the 4WD traffic stopped in the area. 
  
The population has not been visited regularly since direct funding of Recovery Plans ceased from the 
late 1990s. Sunday’s TPT trip was a much needed opportunity to revisit the site and do some clearing 
of recruitment niches to give the species a better chance of persisting for a bit longer. Only 8 plants 
were found, not surprising given that recruitment rates would be low due to the very dry 
autumn/winter. This demonstrates the susceptibility of the species to climate change, particularly a 
changing rainfall pattern. The unusually wet and cool spring/early summer seems to have caused a 
delay in flowering, with only one partly open flower seen. There was little evidence of flowering in 
the previous spring, with only one now dead plant with capsules found.  Kerrin spotted the only non-
caged plant found, an amazing feat as the plants are so hard to spot when not flowering. Hopefully 
there were more plants that we missed. The group did some gardening (clearing recruitment 
patches) mostly in the cages, a much needed exercise given that the area is now very overgrown. 
They did this even though the nearby beach was very enticing. It would be great if this could become 
a regular exercise.  
 

Botany Course in Hobart, April 2014   
Viv Muller  
 
We are very grateful to Mark Wapstra and Fred Duncan for very enthusiastically delivering another 

Hobart series of field botany lectures and field trips. Once again the course was funded through our 

partnership with NRM South. A feature of the Hobart course was the wonderful hospitality from 

Mark, Lorelei and Emily, which was greatly appreciated by the keen group of volunteers who 

gathered to hear more on pattern and process in Tasmanian vegetation, and to practise applying 

various botanical keys both around the table and in the field.  We keyed out various eucalypts and 
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acacias, and received valuable tips on graminoids, grasses, 

epacrids and other families (including filmy ferns). We also 

took first steps on becoming familiar with the esoteric 

terminology and careful interpretation of the allocasuarina 

key. Actually most of the keys involve becoming familiar with 

esoteric terminology, so it must be some measure of success 

that our trip to Mt Wellington saw us becoming more 

confident in the use of the Eucalypt key. Fred and Mark also 

assisted us in becoming more aware of eucalypt 

hybridisation groups as well as the differences and 

transitions in vegetation types, and the underlying geology.  

The second trip, to the Waverley Flora 

Park in Bellerive, saw Mark helping us 

through the thorny issues of identifying 

vegetation types in smaller areas with 

high management inputs.   This resulted 

in interesting discussions about 

succession and rates of change in 

intensively managed areas. We also 

looked at more eucalypts, sedge 

identification, some native grasses and 

geology. The Waverley Flora Park is 

recommended as a great place to visit for 

a wide diversity in a small area, and also a 

great place for orchid enthusiasts. We are 

all looking forward to our final trip to Peter 

Murrell in September. 

The 10th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference  
Viv Muller 

The Australian Network for Plant Conservation (ANPC) is a partner organisation of the Australian 

National Botanic Gardens. Every two years they have a major conference, which is, to quote from 

their website,  

  “…a major forum for conservation practitioners, community members and the scientific community 

to interact at a practical level.” 

This year the conference will be held in Hobart from 12-14 November, and the Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens are taking a leading role. Threatened Plants Tasmania will also be involved. We 

will be hosting one of the field trips, and we will have a display table at the technical session and at 

the public lecture. It is even possible that someone from TPT will be speaking at the conference.  

If any of you would like to consider attending the conference, information about the program and 

registrations etc. is at  

http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/conferences.html 

  
 

Figure 14: Is it a bird? NO it's Eucalyptus urnigera! Photo: Viv 
Muller 

Figure 13: Keying out Eucalyptus 
tenuiramus. Photo: Magali Wright. 

http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/conferences.html
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TPT field trips 2014/15 
 

Threatened Plants Tasmania has an active field trip program over each spring and summer to survey 

and monitor threatened and endangered species. Details of each trip will be sent out about 2 weeks 

in advance, and will also be posted on www.wildcaretas.org.au and www.tpt.org.au. 

The trips are led by expert botanists and any data gathered contributes to improved management 
and recovery of the species. 

This important work can’t be done without the help of volunteers, visit www.tpt.org.au and find out 

how to join, or email president@tpt.org.au. All you need is an interest in learning more about 

threatened plants; experience or qualifications are not necessary. Although we will try not to change 

any of these dates or destinations, it is possible that some trips may be altered due to weather or 

changing circumstances 

 

TBC† = to be confirmed 

Date Action Site Species 

August TBC† Caging Calverts Hills Eucalyptus morrisbyi 

19 October Extension surveys 
Andersons NR, north of 

Brighton 
Ephemerals: Hyalosperma demissum, 

Brachyscome perpusilla 

23 October 
Weeding and 
Promotional 

Pontville Various 

23 October TBC† Survey  Rocky Cape Tetratheca ciliata 

25-26 October Extension surveys Bellingham, Bridport Pultenaea palacea, orchids, ephemerals 

1-3 November Extension surveys 
APCA: various burn areas 

from 2012/2014 
Orchids 

8-9 November Survey/status Freycinet Thelymitra atronitida etc 

15 November Extension surveys Breadalbane, near Launceston Midlands grassland species 

16 November Extension surveys 
Arthur Highway & Pirates 

Road 
Thelymitra jonesii, Euphrasia spp. 

6 December Extension surveys Exeter 
Veronica plebeia, Desmodium spp., Glycine 

spp. 

7 December 
Weeding and 
Promotional 

Amy Street Velleia paradoxa 

17-18 January Monitoring, various Vale of Belvoir Stackhousia pulvinaris, Leucochrysum albicans 

24 January Extension surveys Snug Tiers Dryopoa dives, orchids 

14 February Extension surveys Badger Head Road Wetland species 

15 February Status/surveys 
Tamar Island wetlands & 
West Tamar fitness trail 

Lycopus australis, Alternanthera denticulata, 
Rumex bidens 

March TBC Check on cages St Patricks Plains Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata 

May TBC† Translocation Pontos Hills Hardenbergia violacea 

http://www.wildcaretas.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
http://www.tpt.org.au/
mailto:president@tpt.org.au
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TPT Orchid Monitoring 2014/15 
 
Threatened Plants Tasmania has an active program of monitoring native orchids each spring and 
summer. These monitoring trips require a “panel” of interested people who can be called upon at 
short notice once flowering and fruiting dates are known. Further details and a call to register 
interest will be emailed, and posted on www.wildcaretas.org.au and www.tpt.org.au, closer to the 
time.  
 
This important work can’t be done without the help of volunteers so if you are interested in joining 
us, visit www.wildcaretas.org.au and find out how to join, or email president@tpt.org.au All you 
need is an interest in learning more about threatened plants: experience or qualifications are not 
necessary.  
 

Date Action Site Species 

Sept/Oct/Nov 
Map & rescore 

transect 
Milford, near Hobart 

Caladenia saggicola,  
Prasophyllum milfordense 

Late Oct, mid Nov, early 
Dec 

Rescore 
transect 

Henry Somerset CA, 
near Latrobe 

Caladenia caudata, Caladenia tonellii 

Late November & early 
December 

Map & rescore 
transect 

Campbell Town Golf 
Course 

Prasophyllum olidum 

Monthly October to 
February 

Rescore 
transect 

Vale of Belvoir, 
Surrey Hills 

Prasophyllum sp. Vale of Belvoir, 
Prasophyllum crebriflorum 

 

TPT is a Wildcare group. 

---END--- 

http://www.wildcaretas.org.au/
mailto:president@tpt.org.au
mailto:president@tpt.org.au

