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From the President 
As the year comes to a close, it‟s a good time to reflect on a year of change and 

achievement by Wildcare‟s Threatened Plants Tasmania (TPT), as we are now 

known. 

 

In the first part of the year, TPT was run by a professional coordinator supported by 

grant funding to DPIW‟s Threatened Species Section. Catriona Scott and Jen Calder, 

who held this position in sequence, are to be congratulated for getting the group 

going, organising field trips supporting the Miena cider gum and Midland‟s 

grasslands projects, organising training opportunities, and for generating widespread 

positive publicity. Most importantly they have successfully transitioned TPT into the 

hands of volunteers as a sustainable basis for the future. 

 

At the time of the hand over to us volunteers, TPT was very fortunate to receive 

WFF/TSN funding for project activities supporting threatened orchid species. With 

the peak orchid season immediately unfolding, we have enjoyed several successful 

activities that are described in this newsletter. The Midland‟s grasslands have been 

supported by three additional activities, two of which are described here. Thanks to all 

of our members who have volunteered and made these activities a success. 

 

With the busy spring season behind us, we can now attend to bedding down TPT as 

an organisation. We have already been considering proposals for a logo, and we hope 

to select one early in the New Year. Our aims and objectives should become 

principles that guide our operations into the future; again we plan to progress these 

early in the New Year. 

 

As a Wildcare group, we need to hold four general meetings each year. Your 

committee is in the early stages of planning for 2009. We hope that our first meeting 

will be near Dunalley on the weekend of 14/15 February. This will have a strong 

threatened species focus, plus opportunities for discussion about the future directions 

of TPT. In May, we are planning a Hobart workshop on methods for project 

management of volunteer activities. The committee has discussed a need for all TPT 

activities to be objective-based, with measurement of progress against relevant 

objectives. We don‟t want to be solely focused on call-outs for emergency weeding of 

sensitive botanical sites! 

 

TPT activities would not be possible without the support of the inaugural committee, 

who are all contributing energy and expertise to further the aims of TPT. We also rely 

on the dedicated staff of DPIW‟s Threatened Species Section for scientific leadership 
and their friendship. I thank them all for their ongoing contributions. 

 

Finally, I wish all our members a very happy Christmas and fulfilling New Year. 

Hopefully all our lives will be a little more satisfying by participation in TPT and 

knowing that TPT is making a contribution to some of our threatened plant species. 

 

Phil Collier 20 December 2008 



Reports of recent activities 
 

Pontville native grasslands field day and weeding activities (13 

September 2008) 

 

The balmy Spring day attracted a good crowd, 

and included a Cook‟s tour of the site‟s native 

grassland and threatened flora, led by a 

botanist with the 

Threatened 

Species Section. 

The hardier 

members then 

worked on 

woody weed 

infestations in 

the north of the 

site, the main 

targets being gorse and briar rose.  The highlight of the 

day was the discovery of the nationally vulnerable 

grassland greenhood (Pterostylis ziegeleri) — a „new‟ 

threatened species for the site. Additional weed days 

are planned for the site, as well as monitoring of 

threatened flora before and after a planned ecological 

burn in the Autumn of 2009. 

 
Waterworks Reserve orchid monitoring (31 October 2008) 

 

A small group of enthusiastic volunteers joined botanists from the Threatened Species 

Section to search for Caladenia sylvicola at the Waterworks Reserve in Hobart.  

Starting from the lower reservoir, we made 

our way up to Huon Rd through the damp 

and, at times, dense undergrowth.  A number 

of non-target orchids, including Chiloglottis 

triceratops, Calochilus robertsonii and 

Caladenia sp. were located, but there was no 

sign of Caladenia sylvicola.  We are very 

concerned for the continued existence of this 

orchid as this is the only site from which it 

has been recorded, but it has not been seen 

now for a number of years. 

 
Training in orchid monitoring with Dr Fiona Coates (2-3 November 2008) 

 

Grant funding from the Threatened Species Network enabled TPT to host a visit from 

Dr Fiona Coates, the Threatened Flora Program Manager at the Arthur Rylah Institute 

for Environmental Research in Victoria. Fiona has been monitoring populations of 

threatened orchids for many years including a 19 year study of Caldenia correctum in 

Gippsland. 

 

Volunteers at the Pontville field day 
(Richard Schahinger) 

Pterostylis ziegeleri (Richard 
Schahinger) 

Chiloglottis triceratops (David O’Brien) 



On Saturday morning Fiona gave a talk at the 

Royal Botanical Gardens in Hobart on orchid 

monitoring, highlighting some of the lessons she 

had learned from her many years of monitoring 

in Gippsland.  Prior to her talk Peter Fehre 

showed a selection of close-up orchid photos 

and later that day Fiona conducted a monitoring 

training session for around a dozen volunteers at 

the Peter Murrell Reserve at Kingston. 

 

On Sunday Fiona ran hands-on training sessions in orchid monitoring for 13 TPT 

members at the Henry Somerset Conservation Reserve near Latrobe. Together we set 

up a monitoring transect that will enable us to follow the life histories of 60 individual 

plants of the threatened orchid species, Caladenia caudata. 

. 
In the evening, at a public meeting in 

Devonport, Fiona described her work 

and Peter Tonelli traced the 

incremental increase in the number of 

orchid species described in Tasmania; 

from the 16 species known to Robert 

Brown in 1810 to the 195 species 

described in “The Orchids of 

Tasmania” in 2000. Peter illustrated his 

talk with his own excellent photos.  

 

Those involved these sessions now 

have the skills to monitor other orchid 

populations and to pass on the 

technique to others. 

 
Coles Bay orchid survey (8-9 November 2008) 

 

The Threatened Species Network project “Threatened Orchid Conservation in 

Tasmania” has committed TPT to assisting the Threatened Species Section (TSS) 

with three baseline orchid surveys in 2008 and three more in 2009. The gathering of 

10 TPT volunteers at Coles Bay to assist botanists from TSS was one of these 

surveys.  

 

The main aim of the survey was to 

seek out the threatened mauve-

tufted sun-orchid, Thelymitra 

malvina and examine whether any 

blackhood sun-orchid, Thelymitra 

atronitida, were amongst these 

plants. We were successful in 

finding about 15 plants of the 
mauve-tufted sun-orchid, but 

unsuccessful with finding any 

blackhoods. 

Monitoring workshop at Peter Murrell 
Reserve (David O’Brien) 

Orchid monitoring at Henry Somerset Conservation 
Reserve (Pete Tonelli) 

 

Thelymitra malvina (Phil Collier) 



 

With many keen “eyes-out” in the bush there are always other highlights including 

three other threatened species:- Tasmanian smokebush (Conospermum hookeri), thick 

twistsedge (Caustis pentandra), and eastern eyebright (Euphrasia collina subsp. 

deflexifolia).  We also discovered a few plants of the rainbow sun-orchid (Thelymitra 

polychroma). This extended the known range considerably with the nearest known 

population being at Port Sorell and otherwise on the west coast. The weekend was a 

great mix of learning from others and good fun, especially over a pub dinner. 

 

Tunbridge Township Lagoon Reserve field day and weeding activities (22 

November 2008) 

 

A brave team of volunteers drove from Hobart to the Tunbridge Township Lagoon 

Reserve to be greeted by cold winds and drizzle at the site. The chilly conditions were 

forgotten as we went spotting threatened plants, a number of which were in flower. 

We warmed up further as we tackled the weeds scattered over the 16 hectare site, 

which included African boxthorn, briar rose, gorse, weld, salsify and a lone prickly 

pear. 

 

Apart from the great weeding effort, there were a couple of other successes on the 

day. A survey of the Leucochrysum albicans revealed an increase in their numbers 

since last counted, and a rare plant we were not expecting to see, Vittadinia gracilis, 

was also spotted. Between 30 and 40 plants of these plants, which have not been 

recorded at this site before, were in full flower.  

Leucochrysum albicans (Richard Schahinger) Vittadinia gracilis (Richard Schahinger) 
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