
Statement from the Chair  
 
Dear fellow members of Trafford Liberal Democrats,  
 
Well, it has been an interesting year to say the least and where to start given the tumultuous events of the 
past twelve months? 
 
Together as a Community 
 
My first thoughts rest with the health & welfare of our members. The advent of coronavirus, and its spread 
throughout the world, has wreaked havoc on the lives we once knew. I do hope, if you have been poorly, 
you have made a good recovery. If perhaps you have lost a loved one - and I am sure all my fellow 
members join me - please accept our sincerest condolences. 
 
The first extensive lockdown from March through to early summer was very difficult for many people 
especially those who live on their own or are a carer for a member of their household or family. Many 
community, volunteer and Church groups sprang into action to offer help and support in the community. 
In the recent ‘Focus News’ from Altrincham & Sale Branch, Village councillor & Group Leader, Julian 
Newgrosh – who played a very active role, alongside other local leaders, in establishing support networks 
for more vulnerable residents in Trafford - thanked the thousands of local volunteers who stepped forward 
to help meet the needs of the local community.    
 
End of an Era  
 
Putting the pandemic to one side, arguably, the most significant event of 2020 for Trafford LibDems is the 
agreed sale of the site we own at 43a Park Road. Popularly known as the ‘Timperley Taverners’, the history 
of the site was written up in 2015 by current honorary President of Trafford Liberal Democrats, John 
Peaker and offers a little piece of local social history. 
 
In 1963, the land was leased by ‘Altrincham & Sale Liberal Club’ from a local resident, Mrs Priestman, for 
an annual rent of £25. In the 1930s, Mrs Priestman’s father had built the ‘Royal Estate’ that surrounds the 
site and the piece of land had been set aside for ‘recreational purposes’. Eventually, in 1967, Mrs 
Priestman offered to sell the land to the Liberal Club for £250 and so Liberal member, Peter Franklin, 
stepped forward to provide the money. The following year, a trust document was set up to protect the 
land with four trustees as nominees within whom the land was ‘vested’. The trust document remains in 
place to this day although obviously with different trustees.  
 
In 1981, the existing clubhouse building was constructed under the direction of current trustee, Brian 
Clancy (Liberal councillor from 1972-1978), and over the years a thriving social and community club 
developed under the name ‘Timperley Taverners’. Money raised helped finance local election campaigns 
and current trustee, Brenda Ackroyd, served as a councillor representing Timperley from 1982-86 and 
1991-2003. 
 
However, times have changed and the once strong membership of 850 had dwindled to just over 110 at 
the beginning of this year. The onset of coronavirus followed by the lockdown at the end of March led to 
the very sad decision to close the doors of the Timperley Taverners for the last time. This was a very 
difficult decision to make as so many LibDem members, past and present, have contributed so much to the 
success of the Club over the years. However, commercial reality combined with the devastating social 
consequences of coronavirus indicated that there was no option but to cease trading.  
 
 
 



Making Decisions 
 
In early summer, Trafford Liberal Democrat Executive Committee considered a number of options for the 
future of the site and, after much discussion, reached the decision to sell. The site was put on the market 
with local estate agents, Ian Macklin, and after a two round process and final interview, the bid of 
£1.215,000 was accepted from local property developer & construction firm, Landmark Property Group 
Ltd. We expect the sale process to be completed sometime in December.  
 
Working Towards the Future 
 
Looking forward, the planned Altrincham & Sale Branch will aim to purchase a new HQ with the remaining 
monies being placed in an investment fund to provide an income stream to help fund the maintenance of 
the new HQ and future local election campaigns. As many of you will be well aware, the financing of 
election campaigns has been a major headache for Trafford Liberal Democrats. Interest from an 
investment fund will go towards a budget for campaigning that will need to be topped up by local 
fundraising and donations for which we are very appreciative.  
 
For the sake of clarity, it must be remembered that the Timperley Taverners was established wholly by 
Altrincham & Sale Division of the Liberal Party. Hence, in line with the spirit & legal requirements of the 
trust document protecting the site now sold, the funds from that sale must remain with Altrincham & Sale 
Branch under the umbrella of the legal entity, Trafford Liberal Democrats.  
 
I appreciate this is frustrating for those members in Stretford & Urmston Branch given that, at last year’s 
AGM, the motion to create a Branch for the north of Trafford was passed. During the past twelve months, 
Stretford & Urmston have developed from strength to strength and now has a very vibrant and 
enthusiastic membership. The intention is to confirm the creation of an Altrincham & Sale Branch at this 
AGM. Once the A&S Branch has established itself in its new premises, there will be an initiative to explore 
and establish resources that can be accessed by both Branches. Successful sharing and optimising 
resources between the Branches will be a key factor in our ability to fight and win local elections.  
 
Stepping Up 
 
An extra bonus of the reorganisation of Trafford Liberal Democrats into two branches has allowed other 
members to step forward and offer their skills.  
 
Pauline Cliff has assumed the role of Chair of the nascent A&S Branch and, along with her team, will 
manage the purchase of a new HQ. For the past few years, Pauline has been instrumental in producing 
many of our leaflets, no easy task when she literally starts with a blank piece of paper! We are all very 
appreciative of Pauline’s dedication to the local party and the tremendous amount of work she undertakes 
behind the scenes.  
 
I would also like to pay tribute to Jamie Alaise who has chaired and guided S&U Executive Committee 
during its first year of existence whilst also being vice Chair of Trafford LibDems and offering much valued 
advice and support on the sale of Timperley Taverners. Whilst remaining as a member, Jamie will step 
down from vice Chair at the end of this calendar year as he wishes to actively support charity work with 
the homeless in Manchester.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Local Election Candidates 
 
As we look to 2021, thoughts turn to the local elections in May.  
 
Jane Brophy, one of our current councillors in Timperley, is up for re-election. Jane’s re-election is far from 
guaranteed and it is crucial that members rally round to ensure that we do not lose our most experienced 
and long-serving councillor.  
 
Since completing her short term as an MEP at the end of January, Jane has been very busy progressing case 
work in Timperley whilst contributing to the restoring of the momentum that had been building up within 
our campaign as we worked towards the – since cancelled - May 2020 local elections.  
 
We have two excellent & committed candidates for Hale Central and Village, namely Will Frass and Shaun 
Ennis respectively. Will has built up a superb team in Hale and worked hard on local issues and case work 
presented to him by local residents. Shaun has been similarly dedicated to campaigning in Village and has 
been actively highlighting the need to support the Boxing Club on the Broomwood as a key community 
asset for local young people.  
 
With commitment, hard work and a strong team, Jane, Will and Shaun will succeed and be able to work 
alongside our other councillors, Julian and Meena. 
 
The onset of the pandemic has required us to focus on campaigning by leaflet distribution. Consequently, 
we are in need of more volunteers so - even if you can only leaflet the road you live on - do get in touch if 
you can help. We would love to hear from you!   
 
Team Players 
 
I would like to thank those members who have quietly enabled and supported the significant change in 
Trafford LibDems this past year: Alison who took on the role of Secretary, Mark taking on the Treasurer 
role, Graeme & Toni who diligently undertake the Data role, Ludo generous in his time supporting both 
branches so willingly, David for his unquenchable thirst for leafleting and awareness of local issues in S&U, 
Shaun responsible for monitoring membership as well as being a local candidate, Will for his excellent 
graphics and production of documents ranging from policy to specification for a new HQ whilst also 
working hard as a council candidate and Simon, renowned for his energy, enthusiasm and knowledge of all 
things LibDem, always available at the end of the phone to support and advise.   
 
A Debt of Gratitude 
 
Closing the chapter on the Timperley Taverners would not be complete without acknowledging the many 
years of work of Tony Fishwick in managing the Timperley Taverners Club. I do know it was very difficult for 
Tony when the decision to close was taken. However, he has been a tremendous help since March in 
resolving the affairs of the Club and maintaining the building in a reasonable state whilst disposing of many 
of the fixtures & fittings. We sincerely thank Tony for all his hard work and dedication to the Club 
 
I would like to thank recently retired trustees, Ken Clarke and the late John Davenport, for their years of 
loyal service and commitment. At the time of writing, I have just learnt of the sad passing of John. John was 
a councillor on Altrincham MBC and Trafford Council and will be remembered with great respect and 
affection by all those who knew him. On behalf of Trafford Liberal Democrats, I extend our sincere 
condolences to his family.  
 
Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to long standing trustees, Brenda and Brian, for their 
commitment, hard work and professionalism in conducting the sale of the Timperley Taverners. As you will 



have read earlier, they have both served as councillors and have dedicated many years of support and 
service to the Liberal Democrat Party and for this, Trafford Liberal Democrats are very appreciative. We 
look forward to them playing a part in the establishment of our new HQ.  
 
To all our members ……. 
 
As we approach the festive season and holiday time, I wish everyone well and hope you are able to spend 
time with your families.  
 
With kind regards,  
 
Trish Kilgour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 


