
 
 

Organizational Membership FAQ 

 

Your membership will provide you with access to timely transportation information, as well as 

demonstrate your organization’s commitment to a sustainable future and better quality of life for all 

residents in the Charlotte region.  

 

In January 2014, following months of research, stakeholder engagement, and planning, Sustain Charlotte 

launched the Transportation Choices Alliance (TCA) with the mission of increasing transportation choices, 

and their use, throughout the Charlotte region to improve traffic, air quality, public health, mobility, and the 

economy. More transportation choices means more safe and convenient opportunities to take a bus, 

catch a train, ride a bike, or walk. 

 

The TCA is a growing alliance of individuals, businesses, and nonprofit organizations that believe 

transportation choices are vital to the future of the entire Charlotte region. But in a larger sense, our 

mission isn’t just about transportation. It’s about people. It’s about jobs. It’s about the quality of our lives, 

and the quality of our community.  

 
Q: What is the TCA working towards? 

A: In short, a more sustainable and livable community.  Specifically, we are working towards: 

 

● Alleviating Traffic Congestion — Transportation options help lessen traffic on crowded 

highways and reduce commuting times, which in turn increases our available time for other 

things, such as time with our families, and reduces our transportation costs.  In fact, the annual 

cost of congestion in the Charlotte metro area is $898 per commuter when accounting for wasted 

fuel and lost time according to the Texas Transportation Institute. 

● Making Our Streets Safer — The Charlotte Metro area was recently ranked the 10th most 

dangerous metro for pedestrians.  By designing transportation networks and streets with 

pedestrians and cyclists in mind, not just cars, we can make our streets safer for everyone.  

● Strengthening Our Economy —  The millennial generation (18-35 years old) overwhelmingly 

prefers to live and work in walkable, bikeable, transit-oriented neighborhoods. Recent graduates 

are increasingly choosing to move to cities that offer the transportation options they prefer.  

Therefore, offering more transportation choices can help us attract the next generation of 

workers, strengthening our economy. 

● Improving Air and Water Quality — More transportation choices reduces the number of cars on 

the road, which in turn reduces the tailpipe emissions that are causing our greatest air pollution 

problems in the Charlotte metro area: ozone and particulate matter.   Fewer cars also means less 

runoff of oil and other pollutants from roadways and parking lots, which will help reduce further 

damage to our region’s already heavily polluted streams. 

● Preserving Our Tree Canopy, Farms and Open Spaces — Walkable and transit-oriented 

development leads to more compact development, which reduces urban sprawl, and the loss of 

trees, farms, and open space that sprawl consumes.  This is a critical issue for the greater 

Charlotte area as it was recently ranked the 5th most sprawling large metro in the nation. 

http://sustaincharlotte.org/index.html
http://www.movecharlottesmarter.org/


● Improving Public Health — In addition to reducing respiratory illnesses as a result of decreased 

air pollution, more opportunities to bike, walk, and ride transit lead to lower rates of obesity and 

other weight-related health problems.   

● Saving Energy —  More transportation choices reduces our dependency on non-renewable 

energy supplies such as gasoline. 

● Reducing Our Climate Impact —  More than 30% of the greenhouse gases that we emit that 

are causing climate change are emitted through vehicle tailpipes.  Reducing our use of gas-

burning cars is critical to stopping climate change. 

● Fostering Strong Neighborhoods — Transportation options allow residents to attend 

community events and meet their neighbors while biking, walking, or riding transit.  

● Increasing Social Equity — Affordable and convenient multimodal transportation means that 

residents can easily get to work, school, medical appointments, shopping, and other locations 

without the expense of owning and maintaining a vehicle. It allows residents who are unable to 

drive to choose from more housing options, or to stay in their home as they age.  

● Boosting Real Estate Values — Public transportation routes and biking/walking routes fuel local 

development and can in turn raise local property values. 

 
Q: How is the TCA working towards its mission? 

A: Since its launch, TCA members have collaborated to write public comment letters on transportation 

funding, recruited volunteers for events, and formed work groups to address specific transportation 

issues. As the coordinator of the TCA, Sustain Charlotte has engaged in the following: 

 

● Built a comprehensive and professional Transportation Choices Alliance website, which launched 

in September 2014. 

● Created six professional-quality short films about the benefits of multimodal transportation and 

transit, which are being released throughout November and December 2014.  

● Educating the public on the benefits of the 2030 Transit Corridor System Plan at outreach events 

● Hosting public events and speaking engagements by transportation professionals and advocates. 

● Regularly attending meetings of the City Council Transportation and Planning Committee, 

Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization (CRTPO), Technical Coordinating 

Committee (TCC), Bicycle and Pedestrian Work Group, and Metropolitan Transit Commission 

(MTC), and providing input on draft plans as well as sharing important news with members. 

● Facilitating transportation workshops and presentations for businesses, schools, neighborhoods, 

and green teams. 

● Dedicating staff time to attend transportation workshops and participate in initiatives such as Safe 

Routes to School. 

● Informing the public about meetings and open comment periods for policies and plans related to 

local transportation, including the LYNX Blue Line Extension station area plans and the Strategic 

Transportation Investments local points allocation. 

● Formally recognizing local excellence in transportation and related sustainability issues at Sustain 

Charlotte’s Annual Community Sustainability Awards event. 

● Building the alliance’s membership and applying for grants to secure a sustainable funding base. 

● Submitting formal comments during public input periods for state transportation funding decisions. 

● Completing neighborhood outreach projects including a Sustainable Transportation Challenge 

and installation of bike racks. 

● Hosting transportation education workshops and a Youth Sustainable Transportation Fair in low 

income neighborhoods.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvyS6CCuFBqT5B9k1JEsIEg
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/cats/planning/2030Plan/Pages/default.aspx
http://transalt.org/issues/pedestrian/saferoutestoschool
http://transalt.org/issues/pedestrian/saferoutestoschool
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/cats/planning/BLE/overview/Pages/default.aspx
http://crtpo.org/resources/ncdot-prioritization
http://crtpo.org/resources/ncdot-prioritization
http://www.movecharlottesmarter.org/challenge
http://www.sustaincharlotte.org/grier_heights_youth_uncover_hidden_costs_of_transportation_choices
http://www.movecharlottesmarter.org/transportation_fair


 

 

 

 

Q: What does it cost to become an organizational member of the TCA? 
A: We invite you to join the Transportation Choices Alliance as a supporting organizational member. You 

may choose from five different levels of support, as shown in the table below. The more resources we 

have, the more we can do, so please join at the highest level that your budget allows to maximize your 

impact. 

 

 
 

Additional Organizational Member Benefits:  

● Recognition as an organizational member of the alliance on our website and communications 

● Invitations to sign on to joint letters written by the alliance coordinator in response to public input 

periods on transportation laws, plans, methodologies, and proposed projects 

● Access to the alliance coordinator when you have questions or concerns about transportation 

plans and projects 

● Timely updates about transportation plans and projects that affect the Charlotte region 

● Invitations to education and outreach events, including opportunities to co-sponsor 

 

We request that your organization support the TCA in the following ways: 

 

● Recognize your membership in the alliance through use of the TCA logo and/or name on your 

website and a link to the TCA website 

● Share relevant transportation updates and event announcements with your colleagues, 

employees, and other contacts on your website, newsletter, social media, etc 

● Encourage other individuals and organizations to join the TCA to help us increase our impact 

● Other actions based on opportunities 

 
Q: Will the TCA be making statements or taking positions on behalf of our organization? 

A: No. 

 

The TCA is a group of diverse individuals and organizations united around a common goal. We recognize 

and respect the value of our members’ differing viewpoints on transportation topics -- in fact, we see this 



as a strength! To maintain a diverse but united alliance, the TCA will educate the public and policymakers 

about transportation topics, but will not speak on behalf of its individual, organizational, or nonprofit 

members.  We will, however, provide TCA members with information about how and when they can 

provide input on local transportation policies and plans and encourage them to do so. When it is 

appropriate (such as during public comment periods on transportation issues), the TCA may ask member 

organizations if they would like to sign on to a joint letter. In such cases, we will clearly state that the 

comments are only from the organizations that sign. 

 

Q: What do we do next to become a Founding Member of the TCA? 

A:  Visit the Organizational Membership page of the TCA website. Here you’ll find a form to complete your 

organization’s membership registration. When you have completed registration and payment, please 

send a version of your logo suitable for display on our website to Meg Fencil at 

meg@sustaincharlotte.org.   

 

If you have any questions about membership or the TCA in general after reading this document, please 

contact the alliance’s coordinator, Meg Fencil, at meg@sustaincharlotte.org or 704-968-2187. 

 

Thank you for the work your organization is doing to promote sustainability. We look forward to 

welcoming you as a member of the alliance! 

https://transportationalliance-sustaincharlotte.nationbuilder.com/organizational_membership
mailto:meg@sustaincharlotte.org

