Executive Summary
Skunk’s Misery is one of the largest and most significant forested blocks remaining in the
Carolinian Region of southern Ontario. It is a large tract of deciduous forest and farmland
situated along the Thames River, sixty km southwest of London, ON. It has been identified as a
Carolinian Canada site, Provincially Significant Wetland, an Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest, an Important Bird Area, and has been identified as a key biodiversity area within the
Great Lakes. Skunk’s Misery is surrounded by the communities of Newbury, Wardsville and
Bothwell. The residents of these communities and the surrounding rural area have demonstrated
considerable civic pride and interest in the natural features of “The Misery”.
The Thames Talbot Land Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada recently partnered
to produce a detailed 5-year strategic plan for the conservation of Skunk’s Misery. The Skunk’s
Misery Natural Area Conservation Plan sets out a vision for protecting and enlarging the core
forested area and enhancing wildlife linkages to the Thames River. Approximately 3600-ha
(3.6km2) of land is included in the conservation plan. From the forested core in Southwest
Middlesex, it includes areas of woodland, wetland and prairie in nearby Lambton County and the
Municipality of Chatham-Kent to the west, and Newport Forest in West Elgin and other stretches
of riverine forest along the Thames River (see map). Approximately 22% of the forested land in
the Natural Area is owned either by the Middlesex County or the Lower Thames Valley
Conservation Authority. The rest of the land is in private hands.
The Goals of the Skunk’s Misery Natural Area Conservation Plan are to:













Protect and restore old growth forest
Enhance habitat for area-sensitive birds
Protect and restore tallgrass prairie and habitat
for grassland species
Create functional linkages to the Thames River
and Newport Forest
Maintain and recover viable populations for
Species at Risk
Improve water quality and habitat of ravine
Flowering Dogwood
systems
Support and influence local polices that support conservation
Promote compatible land use and stewardship on public lands
Direct incompatible development and land uses away from the Natural Area
Enhance community support and understanding of Skunk’s Misery
Promote community participation in conservation
Increase information and monitoring of biodiversity values, natural processes and threats

Skunk’s Misery Natural Area Conservation Plan – Executive Summary

Skunk’s Misery Natural Area Conservation Plan

Vision Statement
Skunk’s Misery is one of the largest Carolinian forests in southern Ontario, supporting a
diversity of habitats, viable populations of species at risk and functional old growth forests.
Management is well-coordinated and focused on conserving and enhancing biodiversity. The
local community takes pride in the area, and is active in its stewardship and conservation. It is a
centre for nature education and appreciation and a place that inspires wonder.

Biodiversity Targets
Carolinian Forest and Swamp Mosaic
Area Sensitive/Mature Forest Dependent Birds
Snakes and Five-lined Skink Rare Turtles

Ravine Systems
Tallgrass Prairie and Oak Woodland
Vulnerable Orchids and Other Plants

Threats
Annual and Perennial Non-timber Crops
Problematic Native Species
Agricultural and Forestry Effluents
Illegal Hunting and Collecting Terrestrial Animals

Logging and Wood Harvesting
Fire and Fire Suppression
Inappropriate Recreational Activities

Conservation Planning
Effective planning allows us to target resources to the places where they are most needed. This
ensures that our actions have the greatest conservation impact, and assures our supporters that we
are making the best use of their resources.
Skunk’s Misery is identified as a critical target Natural Area in the Great Lakes Conservation
Blueprint for Terrestrial Biodiversity produced by the Nature Conservancy of Canada in 2005.
Natural Areas are key places we must conserve to maintain Canada’s biodiversity. They are
identified through Conservation Blueprints based on their biodiversity values, level of threat and
opportunities for conservation action. Natural Area Conservation Plans provide a process to
integrate the regional conservation context of Conservation Blueprints with local knowledge and
planning information. Natural Area boundaries are defined based on the biodiversity targets
identified for conservation action, the scope of the threats these targets face and subsequently
where our conservation actions will be directed.
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Conservation Actions
Land/ Water Protection
Expand the protected areas within Skunk’s Misery by securing and managing additional
conservation lands.
Secure land through a combination of market value purchase, outright gifts, conservation
easements and voluntary stewardship agreement.
Place special emphasis on tallgrass and savanna communities.
Secure properties with plant Species at Risk.
Land/ Water Management
Conduct detailed mapping and assessment of existing tallgrass and savanna communities
and restoration potential.
Convert purchased agricultural lands to grassland/ shrubland, or wetlands (dependent
on site conditions).
Prepare property management plans for lands secured through this plan and implement
high priority actions (short-term stewardship).
Species Management
Establish baseline information for plant Species at Risk.
Develop a Species at Risk stewardship plan with Middlesex County.
Identify and inventory potential critical habitats for turtles, including nesting areas.
Education and Awareness
Create and deliver landowner contact information to 75% of landowners within NACP.
Conduct an annual Future of Skunk’s Misery Heritage Forest workshop. Include
presentations by multiple stakeholders.
Local Capacity Building
Develop long-term monitoring and reporting program for bird Species at Risk with
Recovery Teams.
Develop long-term monitoring and reporting program for plant Species at Risk with
Recovery Teams.
Develop long-term monitoring and reporting program for turtle and snake Species at
Risk with Recovery Teams.
Raise sufficient funds towards plan implementation.

Skunk’s Misery

Skunk’s Misery Natural Area Conservation Plan – Executive Summary

Thames Talbot Land Trust Box 25045 London, Ontario N6C 6A8
(519) 858-3442

