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UNION OF B.C. INDIAN CHIEFS 
CHIEFS COUNCIL 

JUNE 27TH TO 28TH, 2018 
RICHMOND, B.C., XʷMӘΘKʷӘY̓ӘM (MUSQUEAM TERRITORY) 

 
Resolution no. 2018-32 

 
RE: Support-in-Principle for Tripartite MOU between the FNLC, Indigenous Services Canada, and 

Emergency Management BC/BC Wildfire Service 
 
WHEREAS the impacts of climate change will continue to exacerbate emergency events in BC, including 
wildfires and floods; 
 
WHEREAS wildfires in BC numbered over 1,280 in the 2017 fire-season alone, with 1.2 million hectares 
burned, costs nearing $500 million, and with many First Nations impacted directly including over 15 First 
Nations evacuated. The wildfires in 2003 were similarly unprecedented in size, scope and impact, with nearly 
2,500 fires through the fire-season; 
 
WHEREAS significant resources, financial, natural, and human, were expended during both wildfire and 
flooding crises. However, these resources were insufficient and/or poorly allocated to address First Nations’ 
priorities; 
 
WHEREAS the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) wishes to unite and cooperate with like-minded 
organizations with mandates in BC to coordinate political and technical strengths toward the objectives of 
unity and advancing First Nations’ inherent, inalienable rights of self-determination, Aboriginal Title and 
Rights, and Treaty Rights, and improving the socio-economic conditions of Indigenous Peoples; 
 
WHEREAS the First Nations Leadership Council, the Government of Canada (represented by Indigenous 
Services Canada), and the Government of British Columbia (represented by Emergency Management BC and 
BC Wildfire Service) are preparing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) as full and equal partners to 
establish a collaborative and constructive working relationship through a joint high-level dialogue process 
that focuses on a mutually developed agenda; 
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WHEREAS the United Nations Declaration on the Right of Indigenous Peoples, which the government of 
Canada has adopted without qualification, and has, alongside the government of BC committed to 
implement, affirms: 

Article 18: Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which 
would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own 
procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision making institutions; 
 
Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned 
through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent 
before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures; 
 

WHEREAS the tripartite MOU will formalize a process to identify and address issues of common interest 
and concern regarding emergency management in BC, and also support the effective implementation of the 
of the renewed 10-year Emergency Management Services Agreement between the Government of Canada 
and the Government of BC, of which the First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) was witness to, but not 
partners in, for the provision of provincial emergency management programs, support services and activities 
to on-reserve First Nations communities in BC, as those provided to local authorities across the province;  

 
WHEREAS by UBCIC Resolution 2009-39 “Support for a Declaration and Protocol of Recognition, Support, 
Cooperation and Coordination with the First Nations Emergency Services Society of BC,” the UBCIC Chiefs 
Council declared their support for the work of the First Nations Emergency Services Society of BC (FNESS); 
 
WHEREAS FNESS provides expert advice to the First Nations Leadership Council and assists First Nations 
in developing and sustaining safer and healthier communities through the delivery of programs and services 
that include training, capacity development and emergency preparedness and response services. These 
programs and services do not impede communities or Nations from their own initiatives with federal, 
provincial or municipal governments; and 
 
WHEREAS nothing in this MOU will define or extinguish any Aboriginal or Treaty Rights and is not 
evidence of the nature or extent of any Aboriginal or Treaty Rights, nor will it impede upon Indigenous 
jurisdiction and authority, nor does it provide any financial obligations for any of the partners, nor is it 
legally binding. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council supports-in-principle the UBCIC entering 
into a tripartite memorandum of understanding between the UBCIC, First Nations Summit, and BC 
Assembly of First Nations working together as the First Nations Leadership Council, the Government of 
Canada (represented by Indigenous Services Canada), and the Government of British Columbia (represented 
by Emergency Management BC and BC Wildfire Service); 
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council directs the UBCIC Executive 
to work with the First Nations Summit and the BC Assembly of First Nations to negotiate the tripartite MOU 
with Canada and BC on emergency management, with the assistance of the First Nations Emergency 
Services Society of BC, focusing on Indigenous specific needs and values, addressing both governance and 
operations, and respect for Indigenous land based knowledge and inherent responsibilities to their land and to 
their peoples;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council directs the UBCIC Executive 
and staff to call on the federal and provincial governments to provide permanent, reliable, and appropriate 
funding for the FNLC, FNESS, and other like-minded organizations to be full and equal partners in this 
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MOU, and also for funding to support First Nations to enhance their physical and human resources capacity; 
and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the UBCIC Chiefs Council directs the UBCIC 
Executive to work with other members of the First Nations Leadership Council and the First Nations 
Emergency Services Society to provide regular reports to the UBCIC Chiefs Council. 
 

Moved: Rick Gilbert, Williams Lake Indian Band (Proxy) 
Seconded: Chief Jackie Thomas, Saik’uz First Nation 
Disposition: Carried 
Date:  June 28, 2018 
 
 


