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UNION OF B.C. INDIAN CHIEFS  
CHIEFS COUNCIL 

JUNE 27TH TO 28TH, 2018 
RICHMOND, B.C., XʷMӘΘKʷӘY̓ӘM (MUSQUEAM TERRITORY) 

 
Resolution no. 2018-30 

 

RE: Recommendations for a Recognition and Implementation of Rights Framework  
 

WHEREAS we are sovereign Indigenous Nations with the right to protect and manage, and derive social, 
cultural and economic benefits from the wealth of our lands, waters and resources; 
 
WHEREAS on February 14, 2018, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced Canada’s intention to embark 
on a nation-wide engagement strategy to discuss the development a new recognition and implementation of 
rights framework. Since then, on behalf of the federal government, Minister Carolyn Bennett has engaged 
First Nations and their organizations throughout the country in group dialogue sessions, and in separate 
meetings with First Nations who have expressed an interest in doing so; 
 
WHEREAS the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which the government of 
Canada has adopted without qualification, and has, alongside the government of BC, committed to 
implement, affirms: 

Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned 
through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent 
before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them. 

 
WHEREAS the Union of BC Indian Chiefs, the First Nations Summit, and the BC Assembly of First 
Nations (working together as the Frist Nations Leadership Council (FNLC)), along with Canada and BC 
jointly hosted a two-day BC-specific Recognition and Implementation of Rights Forum held in Vancouver on 
April 11-13, 2018 to being the dialogue on rights recognition and implementation; 
 
WHEREAS specifically, the aim of the forum was to hear directly from First Nations about: 

 The various perspectives about the path of reconciliation, what does it look like, what are key 
interests, what are the elements that should be included; and 
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 The kind of strategies or models that can be advanced to go about implementing a recognition of 
rights approach; 

 
WHEREAS input and strategies that arose from the forum are intended to help to guide continued political 
discussion and policy development regarding a recognition and implementation of rights approach; 
 
WHEREAS Chiefs and leadership in attendance in an internal Chiefs and leadership dialogue session held 
on April 12, 2018 identified a number of initial, high-level recommendations regarding principles, minimum 
requirements and scope of what a recognition and implementation of rights framework must include. These 
recommendations were compiled into a rolling draft document; 
 
WHEREAS following direction provided by First Nations Chiefs and leaders at the forum, the FNLC 
circulated the rolling draft document “Recognition and Implementation of Rights Forum Recommendations 
Generated by BC Chiefs and Leadership” to First Nations for feedback and additions. 
 
WHEREAS comments or submissions were accepted until Tuesday June 19, 2018, to be included into the 
next draft for discussion at a follow-up All Chiefs and Leadership forum planned for Tuesday, June 26, 2018 
in Richmond. The document was then further reviewed and updated; 
 
WHEREAS it is the intention of the FNLC to finalize the summary document with communities’ feedback 
into a set of shared principles to inform a recognition and implementation of rights framework as well as a 
detailed appendix outlining the specific recommendations received from communities; and 
 
WHEREAS the FNLC has clearly articulated to Canada and BC that the document is not to be interpreted as 
a complete response from First Nations communities in BC, but rather as an initial step which does not 
replace the requirement of the Crown to engage on a nation-to-nation level with First Nations in BC. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council supports-in-principle the document titled, 
“Recognition and Implementation of Rights Forum Recommendations Generated by BC Chiefs and 
Leadership," recognizing that there will likely be further refinements to the document as a result of 
discussion and input by First Nations who are interested and able to do so, including to be qualified by a 
participation list; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council directs the UBCIC Executive 
to re-confirm with Canada and British Columbia that: 

a. Engagement and dialogue on the federal initiative on a recognition and implementation of rights 
framework will not serve as a barrier to progress on: 

a. Any work or approaches currently underway with individual First Nations or negotiating 
tables; or 

b. Any potential work arising from Nation-to-Nation discussions; 
b. The participation of First Nations in the Recognition and Implementation of Rights Forum and 

follow-up session does not replace or constrict First Nations’ opportunities to request their own 
respective meetings with Canada and BC, or their respective decisions to advance their own First 
Nation-driven priorities and recommendations through their own stand-alone documents; and 

 
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council directs the UBCIC Executive to 
continue working with the First Nations Summit and the BC Assembly of First Nations as the First Nations 
Leadership Council, to support any follow-up to the June 26, 2018, All Chiefs and Leadership Recognition 
and Implementation of Rights Forum, including participation in related efforts. 
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Moved: Chief Don Tom, Tsartlip First Nation 
Seconded: Chief Dean Nelson, Lil’wat Nation 
Disposition: Carried 
Date:  June 28, 2018 
 
 


