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UNION OF B.C. INDIAN CHIEFS  
CHIEFS COUNCIL 

JUNE 27TH TO 28TH, 2018 
RICHMOND, B.C., XʷMӘΘKʷӘY̓ӘM (MUSQUEAM TERRITORY) 

 
Resolution no. 2018-26 

 
RE: Ensuring Tripartite Engagement on Education is Consistent with  

UN Declaration and TRC Calls to Action  
 
WHEREAS First Nations in BC have been working together formally for more than two decades to advance 
quality education and improve outcomes for all First Nations students and, through their collective efforts, 
have established a solid foundation for a comprehensive, integrated, well-supported BC First Nations 
education system, which is founded on First Nations’ languages and cultures, and First Nations control of 
First Nations education; 
 
WHEREAS contributing to this system is the Tripartite Education Framework Agreement (TEFA), which 
was signed on January 27, 2012 by Canada, British Columbia and the First Nations Education Steering 
Committee (FNESC) on behalf of First Nations, complementing the Education Jurisdiction agreements and 
corresponding legislation. TEFA expires on June 30, 2018 and the Parties are engaged in renewal 
negotiations to conclude a new agreement; 
 
WHEREAS education is a fundamental human right. For First Nations, this right is uniquely situated within 
a framework of inherent rights as Indigenous people that are constitutionally protected under section 35 of 
the Constitution Act, 1982, and supported by international mechanisms and instruments, such as the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UN Declaration). It is also informed by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action 
for reconciliation; 
 
WHEREAS through the experience of implementing TEFA and advocating for First Nations students in the 
provincial public school system, FNESC has identified a number of key legislative and policy objectives to 
support improved First Nation student outcomes. FNESC and the Ministry of Education have a Bilateral 
Protocol signed in 2015, in addition to TEFA, to provide a forum to collaborate to support First Nations 
students attending provincial public and independent schools; 
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WHEREAS FNESC has made numerous recommendations to the Ministry of Education and Indigenous 
Services Canada for: 

1. increased accountability for First Nation student outcomes – e.g. legislative and policy shifts to 
better support the negotiation and implementation of local education agreements (LEAs) between 
school districts and First Nations), and  

2. reinstating transportation funding to appropriately support First Nations students in accessing a 
full-range of education programs and services. 

3. improving the ability of the provincial school system to contribute to reconciliation (e.g. First 
Peoples Mandatory Course, provision of transportation to First Nations students);  

4. ensuring that the new TEFA aligns with the national Policy Proposal for First Nations education, 
including provisions that BC First Nations will be eligible for an equitable allocation of any new 
federal investments; 

 
WHEREAS FNESC’s recommendations outlined above remain outstanding matters that require immediate 
attention and political will to address, consistent with the Provincial and Federal commitments, and the 
mandates of both provincial and federal Minister’s mandates, to implement the UN Declaration and TRC 
Calls to Action; 
 
WHEREAS notwithstanding the commitments in TEFA, and the Provincial and Federal commitments to 
endorse and implement the UN Declaration and TRC Calls to Action, the Ministry of Education is 
undertaking key initiatives that will impact First Nations education without meaningful involvement of First 
Nations or the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC), including: 

1. Review of K-12 provincial funding formula (which has direct implications for the funding model 
under TEFA, which is based on the provincial funding formula, with specific adaptation to address 
First Nations unique needs); and 

2. Development of a Ministry Indigenous Language Policy and implementation plan; and 
 
WHEREAS there is an urgent need for the Ministry to work collaboratively with FNESC to make systemic 
shifts that includes accountability to better support First Nations student outcomes, and to ensure that 
provincial processes, such as the funding review and Indigenous Language Policy, have First Nations 
involvement/input and ultimately support and benefit First Nation students.   
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the UBCIC Chiefs Council calls upon the Minister of Education and 
Minister of Indigenous Services to uphold BC and Canada’s commitments to the UN Declaration and TRC 
Calls to Action, and work in partnership with FNESC to: 

1. Ensure FNESC’s direct involvement in the Ministry of Education’s funding formula review - 
including the technical review committee and the implementation - to ensure that the 
recommendations of the panel do not do negatively impact First Nation learners, TEFA, or the TEFA 
funding formula for First Nation schools; 

2. Jointly develop the Ministry of Education Language Policy and implementation plan;  
3. Commit to developing a formal mechanism to compel or require, and support, boards of education to 

enter into LEAs with First Nations, where requested by the First Nation; 
4. Develop a solution to ensure transportation services are available for First Nation students;  
5. To confirm that First Peoples as a mandatory course or bundle of credits as part of the graduation 

program in the provincial public school system;  
6. Develop and implement other improvements for First Nation students, with associated accountability 

mechanisms; 
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7. Canada to ensure alignment of the renewed TEFA with the Policy Proposal, which was supported by 
Chiefs and appended to a Memorandum to Cabinet; 

8. Ensure that the renewed TEFA includes provisions for BC First Nations to be eligible for new federal 
investments in First Nations education, based on continual progress in improving First Nation student 
outcomes; and  

9. Develop BC-specific education program policies and guidelines, which must be maintained to support 
the implementation of our new tripartite agreement.  

 
Moved: Chief Don Tom, Tsartlip First Nation 
Seconded: Guy Louie, Ahousaht (Proxy) 
Disposition: Carried 
Date:  June 27, 2018 
 
 


