Statement

September 18, 2020

UBCIC Stands in Solidarity with the Mi’kmaq and Condemns
Reprehensible, Unlawful Acts of Violence and Hostility
against Mi’kmaq Fishers
((Xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh)/
Vancouver, B.C. – September 18, 2020) The Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) strongly
denounces the ongoing attempts by non-Indigenous fisherman to intimidate, threaten, and prevent
Mi’kmaq fisher men and women from exercising their unextinguished and constitutionally affirmed
fishing rights. These actions represent a serious and critical threat not only to the Mi’kmaq Nation’s
welfare and safety, but to the collective treaty rights and sovereignty of First Nations across the
country.
Today, the Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq Chiefs declared a State of Emergency in the wake of
violence, threats, and human rights discrimination erupting over Mi’kmaq fisheries across Nova
Scotia. Non-Indigenous fishermen have organized illegal protests meant to hinder and deny the
fishing activities of the Mi’kmaq, including the Sipekne’katik Band’s self-regulated lobster fishery.
There are widespread reports of non-Indigenous fisherman harassing and threatening Mi’kmaq
fishermen and engaging in other criminal activities, including the cutting of traps, the destruction of
property, and intentionally ramming and shooting flares at Mi’kmaq boats. These dangerous
actions channel and replicate the colonial-era violence associated with the systemic
extinguishment and suppression of Indigenous Title and Rights. Attempts to deny or de-legitimize
the Mi’kmaq right to earn a moderate livelihood from fishing is offensive and unlawful; these
actions fundamentally violate the 1999 Supreme Court of Canada’s decision to allow for fishing
and trade activities, as recognized in the Mik’maq Treaties and protected by s.35 of the Canadian
Constitution.
UBCIC fully supports the Sipekne’katik Nation’s call for the federal DFO Minister, the Premier of
Nova Scotia, and the RCMP to uphold the role of law regarding the unlawful hindrance of its
members in exercising their legal fishing rights, and to prosecute any illegal protest or criminal

behavior from the commercial fishing industry. Government inaction and indecision must not
bolster and condone the infringement of Mik’maq rights and further acts of hostility and violence.
UBCIC urges all relevant Ministers and government agencies to set an immediate, bold example in
safeguarding the inherent rights of First Nations and enforcing strong repercussions for those who
undermine them
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