
 

 FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 
July 13, 2020  
 
Honourable John Horgan 
Premier of British Columbia  
Via Email: premier@gov.bc.ca  
 

Honourable Carole James 
Minister of Finance and Deputy Premier 
Via Email: FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
  

Honourable Marc Miller 
Minister of Indigenous Services 
Via Email: Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca  

Honourable Adrian Dix 
Minister of Health 
Via Email: HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 
RE: Respecting and Upholding First Nations Jurisdiction as BC Implements 
its COVID-19 Recovery and Restart Plans  
 
Dear Premier Horgan, Minister James, Minister Miller, and Minister Dix,  

 
We are writing to express the crucial need for all levels of government to respect 
First Nations jurisdictions and to keep their health, safety, and economic welfare at 
the forefront of BC’s Restart Plan during this COVID-19 pandemic. This pandemic 
has represented an unprecedented crisis in our lifetime, and we are doing all that 
we can to support our communities. 

 
As the Province moves to mitigate and recover from the far-reaching impacts of 
COVID-19, the First Nations Leadership Council urges the Province to fully 
operationalize the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and use it 
to catalyze the inclusion of First Nations as equal partners in decision-making and 
discussions around economic recovery and revitalization. In particular, Section 7 
presents the opportunity for this to happen. We must find ways to partner on 
rebuilding and strengthening the provincial economy as well as local economies 
and ensuring continuity of services for our citizens. 
 
It is imperative that Indigenous businesses and local economies have the support 
and stimulus they need, not only to recuperate now, but to thrive post-pandemic, 
long into the future. As well, BC’s Restart Plan must provide extensive and 
Indigenous-specific relief for businesses and economies and include measures to 
respect First Nations jurisdictions and their decisions to maintain states of 
emergencies. Irrespective of any decision to halt the provincial state of emergency, 
First Nations need adequate resourcing to ensure they can maintain states of 
emergencies as long as required by their unique situations.  
 
In fact, as Dr. Bonnie Henry stated early in the pandemic in reference to First 
Nations communities,  “… I would leave it to them to determine whether it is safe 
for people to travel to their communities and it is their – it’s up to them to determine 
when they’re ready for that, if at all, this summer. And it may be that some areas 
will not be appropriate for us to visit unless we’re invited in.” 
 
We also urge both the federal and provincial governments to fully consult with and 
involve First Nations, particularly those whose territories are on or divided by the 
Canada/US borders, in discussions and decision-making related to the re-opening 
of international borders and easing of travel restrictions. As British Columbia 
transitions into Phase 3 of the Restart Plan, First Nations jurisdictions, orders, and 
title and rights must be respected and prioritized in order to prevent an influx of 
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travelers and non-residents into our communities and territories, compromising the 
safety and wellness of Elders and First Nation community members. The success 
regarding the low rate of transmission in First Nations communities is due to early 
measures taken by First Nations, which included lockdowns, cancelling gatherings 
and closing the communities to outside visitors except for essential services. 
 

BC and Canada must acknowledge and immediately address the needs and concerns of First 
Nations who have faced discrimination, inequities, and immense challenges throughout the 
pandemic. Some of these healthcare and resource challenges include limited access to rapid-
testing kits, culturally safe contact tracing, and proper screening methods for travelers entering 
into their territories.  
 
First Nations deserve a Restart Plan that addresses and rectifies these shortcomings, while 
setting the stage for further advancements for Indigenous Title and Rights fulfillment.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   

 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
  
 
 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 

 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
 

 


