
 
September 14, 2020  

 

Michael McEvoy  

BC Information and Privacy Commissioner 

Via Heiltsuk First Nation  

 

Re: Support for First Nations’ COVID-19 Case Information Sharing Complaint 

 

Dear Commissioner McEvoy, 

 

The Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) writes in support of the information sharing complaint filed by 

the Heiltsuk Nation, alongside the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council and the Tsilhqot’in National 

Government, following BC’s failure to uphold its duty to provide, pursuant to the Freedom of Information 

and Protection of Privacy Act, vital COVID-19 case information to the Nations.  

 

In a time of enormous upheaval and uncertainty for Indigenous governments who are working relentlessly 

to prevent COVID-19 from entering into their communities, it is unacceptable for the provincial 

government to withhold the vital information that First Nations need to properly respond to the pandemic, 

including notice of cases near their communities and whether the proximate cases involve a person who 

has travelled to their communities. As well, for the purposes of culturally sensitive contact-tracing, 

UBCIC supports the discreet disclosure of identity-related information of infected persons on a need-to-

know basis. BC’s failure to provide this information, despite repeated requests from First Nations, has 

occluded transparency and progress, and is symptomatic of the systemic inequities, discrimination, and 

fragmented government aid and action that has defined the treatment of First Nations throughout the 

pandemic.  

 

Since the start of the pandemic, the Heiltsuk Nation, Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, and Tsilhqot’in 

National Government have repeatedly requested the government to provide case information sharing, 

culturally safe contact tracing, screening, and rapid testing. UBCIC, having worked closely with our 

membership to address their priority concerns around COVID-19, also heard and advanced Nations’ 



requests for information sharing and other resources to halt potentially devastating and lethal outbreaks in 

their communities.  Frustratingly, despite the widespread call for COVID-19 case information, we have 

witnessed the government not only keep First Nations in the dark and reject their information sharing 

requests, but do little in the way to support their community lockdowns and imposition of travel 

restrictions on visitors.  

 

The government’s disregard and lack of pre-emptive action now stands to have fatal implications; today, 

on September 14, 2020, the Heiltsuk Nation confirmed two positive cases of COVID-19 in Bella Bella.  

Rural and remote First Nation communities such as Heiltsuk are at greater risk from COVID-19 due to 

limited medical supplies, crowded housing, and close-knit populations that contain a large demographic 

of Elders. Consequently, if information is not properly and strategically disseminated to First Nations, 

COVID-19 could spread like wildfire in First Nations communities such as Bella Bella – not only 

endangering lives, but also the cultural integrity of Nations as the health of their Elders and language 

speakers are jeopardized.  

 

In order to prevent the devastation that COVID-19 could wreak upon Indigenous lives, UBCIC urges you 

to amplify the voices of Heiltsuk Nation, the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, and Tsilhqot’in National 

Government and to expediently review their complaint. UBCIC deeply values and respects the need to 

balance the welfare and privacy of individuals with public interest and safety. We therefore impress upon 

you the need to recognize that the proactive disclosure of case information is essential to not only track, 

mitigate, and prevent the spread of COVID-19, but also to alleviate the immense burdens Nations are 

shouldering as they, in addition to health-related challenges, fight economic insecurity and social 

injustices that have been proliferated and intensified by the pandemic.  

 

On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 

 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip      Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 

President        Vice-President   Secretary-Treasurer 

CC:  Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 

Tsilhqot’in National Government 

 

 

 

 

 


