
 

 
Ministry of Public Safety Office of the Deputy Minister  Mailing Address:  Location:   

and Solicitor General                 PO Box 9201 STN PROV GOVT Block A – Suite 200 
      Victoria BC  V8W 9J1 2261 Keating X Road   
Emergency Management BC         Saanichton BC  V8M 2A5  

         Telephone: 250 952-5013 
         Facsimile:  250 952-4871 
 

 

 

 

 

September 9, 2020                                                                                               Reference: 574793 

 

Jody Woods    Howard Grant   Vanessa West 

Administrative Director  Executive Director  Chief of Staff 

Union of BC Indian Chiefs  First Nations Summit  BC Assembly of First Nations 

Email: jwoods@ubcic.bc.ca  Email: HGrant@fns.bc.ca Email: vanessa.west@bcafn.ca 

 

Dear Jody, Howard, and Vanessa: 

 

Thank you for your letter sent on June 15, 2020, addressed to Deputy Minister Doug Caul, 

Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, regarding a request to discuss funding to 

support the First Nations Leadership Council’s (FNLC’s) current and ongoing COVID-19 

engagement efforts. I am writing back on behalf of Deputy Minister Caul, as this request is 

related to the provincial response to the current COVID-19 emergency management event. I 

apologize for the delayed response; there have been a number of parallel discussions which I felt 

were necessary to consider in my response. 

 

I would like to begin by extending my appreciation to the FNLC for raising the voices of First 

Nations and the unique needs of First Nations communities in BC throughout the pandemic.   

The support of all partners is critical as we work together to keep people safe. 

 

The Province does recognize that the pandemic has introduced significant new challenges for 

First Nations communities and organizations across the province and has required significant 

financial commitments from both the provincial and federal governments. For example, the 

Province, led by the Ministry of Health, has been working with the First Nations Health 

Authority (FNHA) to develop and implement the Rural and Remote Framework, recognizing the 

unique and specialized health considerations for Indigenous communities in rural BC. Similarly, 

the Government of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan has focused on moving funds 

directly into First Nations communities or support organizations. Earlier in the year, the 

Indigenous Community Support Fund (ICSF) enabled Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) BC 

Region to distribute $39,567,000 to First Nations in BC directly to First Nations and provided 

community leaders with the flexibility needed to address the immediate needs in their 

communities as they prepare for and respond to the potential spread of COVID-19. 

 

One of the key tenants throughout the COVID-19 response has been that we must take a 

collective, all-of-society approach to our response; no one organization can address the pandemic 

on its own. Your letter identifies a number of areas where the FNLC sees a need that should be 

addressed; I am committed to finding effective ways to address those needs while minimizing the 

resource drain on all of us. 
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For example, Emergency Management BC (EMBC) has partnered with FNHA and ISC to 

produce communication materials that outline the supports and funding that currently exist for 

First Nations. I hope that work can address one of the needs you articulate in your letter. 

 

As you have noted, the Province has established several leadership tables for dialogue with 

participation from provincial health officials, other provincial ministries, and Indigenous 

community leaders, including the regular leadership calls organized by EMBC. I am not able to 

speak to the time commitments for the other calls, but I do believe it is imperative that we ensure 

our EMBC-led calls are well focused, streamlined, and avoid duplication, to make the best use of 

everyone’s limited time. 

 

We are encouraged to learn that the BC Assembly of First Nations now has an Emergency 

Response Team in place, and, in addition to the leadership-level dialogue taking place at various 

tables throughout the province, we look forward to collaborating with them through the Tripartite 

Emergency Management  Agreement Working Group (the Working Group), which we believe is 

a productive forum for advancing these conversations. 

 

Although EMBC is not in a position to fund this overall request for capacity support, we 

recognize the work focused on revising the Emergency Program Act, and being undertaken 

through the Working Group, will place specific resource demands on both the FNLC and First 

Nation community leaders. I understand that a meeting between FNLC staff and government 

officials is scheduled for September 10 to discuss that work, to review what funding has been 

made available to-date from both the provincial and federal governments, and to consider any 

potential additional funding needs. 

 

Thank you again for your letter to Deputy Minister Doug Caul raising these issues. We look 

forward to utilizing our collective resources to continue to learn from each other and our partners 

in an all-of-society approach to community resilience. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Lori Halls 

Deputy Minister 

Emergency Management BC 

 

pc:       Doug Caul, Deputy Minister, MIRR 

            Jennifer Melles, Assistant Deputy Minister, MIRR 

 Dave Peterson, Assistant Deputy Minister, EMBC 

 Catherine Lappe, Regional Director General, ISC 

            Jamie Sanchez, Special Advisor to the Regional Chief, BCAFN 

            Andrea Glickman, Policy Director, UBCIC 

            Arnold Peters, Finance Manager, UBCIC 

            Maureen Buchan, Senior Policy Advisor, BCAFN 


