
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 September 14, 2020 
 
 
 Michael McEvoy 

Information and Privacy Commissioner 
Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia 
PO Box 9038 Stn. Prov. Govt. 
Victoria B.C. V8W 9A 
 
 
RE: Support for sharing of crucial COVID-19 case information with Indigenous 
governments 

 
Commissioner McEvoy: 

 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic the First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) 
has been engaged with First Nations across BC, provincial and First Nations health 
authorities, and officials from both federal and provincial governments in order to 
ensure that First Nations governments and peoples have access to financial and 
economic recovery supports, health resources, emergency response resources, and 
informational resources and data.  
 
As you may know, the FNLC is comprised of the political executives of the BC 
Assembly of First Nations, First Nations Summit, and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. 
This group works together to advocate for and develop coordinated approaches to 
issues relevant to First Nations communities throughout the province. 

 
As authoritative governing bodies, Indigenous governments have an inherent right 
and responsibility to ensure the health and well-being of their communities. The 
historic passage of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act in 2019 
recognizes such Indigenous rights as fundamental human rights in British Columbia. 
 
The FNLC supports the efforts of Heiltsuk Nation, the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, 
and Tsilhqot’in National Government to have crucial COVID-19 case information 
disclosed to those involved in taking measures to ensure community health and 
safety. This includes notification if there are cases near to the community and 
whether confirmed cases have travelled to the community recently. We also support 
interested First Nations to be involved in contact tracing, and have identity-related 
information disclosed to individuals involved in this work on a need to know basis.  
 
Access to healthcare services is limited for remote and rural First Nations 
communities, including within the territories of the Heiltsuk Nation, the Nuu-chah-
nulth Tribal Council, and the Tsilhqot’in National Government. Additionally, to 
continue to protect their citizens, many First Nations remain closed to visitors and 
remain limited to essential services in recognition of the significant risks the 
pandemic continues to present to these communities. As such, it is imperative that 
Indigenous governments be empowered in every way possible to help reduce the 
risk of transmission within communities so further restrictions do not need to be put 
in place. 
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We do understand the utmost importance of protecting personal privacy, while ensuring that the 
public interest is upheld. However, the proactive disclosure of the sought information has the 
potential to impact and protect the health of others in these communities. Conversely, the 
withholding of this information may have detrimental effects.  

 
The FNLC believes that the Ministry of Health should work proactively with all First Nations on a 
government-to-government basis to disclose the sought after crucial information in a manner 
that upholds obligations towards both personal privacy and the public interest. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   
 
 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
  
 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 
 
 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
 
 
cc: Heiltsuk Nation 

Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 
Tsilhqot’in National Government 
 

 

 


