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Update on K-12 Education: September 30, 2020 

Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs Annual General Meeting 
 

 

School Restart: K-12 Public and non-First Nation Independent Schools 

On September 10, 2020, the majority of public school students returned to full-time in-class learning, with some 
districts providing continuous learning opportunities for students not attending in-class instruction. Schools were 
required to follow guidelines released by the Ministry which set out a number of COVID-19 safety measures 
including that students will be organized in learning groups or “cohorts” in an effort to reduce transmission and 
facilitate contact tracing.  
 
FNESC is working closely with the BC Ministry of Education to address the needs of First Nation students within 
the public education system. We are on a number of the Ministry’s restart committees and continue to advocate 
for the necessary accommodations for First Nation students who are not able to attend public schools as a result 
of their community being partially or fully closed due to the pandemic.  
 
Expectations of School Districts during Restart 
The Ministry has set out a number of expectations that apply to public school districts and non-First Nation 
independent school authorities at any stage of the Restart Plan. Expectations include that school 
districts/independent school authorities should: 

 Regularly consult with First Nations to discuss the provision of educational services for First Nations 
students, with an understanding of the historical impact of pandemics on First Nations communities and 
the ways in which that may impact the decisions of First Nations governments, parents, and students.  

 Engage with First Nations to identify the transportation needs of First Nation students living on reserve 
and opting to attend in-person classes. Collaboration between boards of education and First Nations is 
necessary to ensure there are equitable and safe transportation opportunities for First Nation students. 

 Jointly determine, with First Nations, alternative methods of instructional delivery for students from First 
Nations that remain closed and will not be sending students back to school at this time. 

 
FNESC continues to advocate for restart plans that detail the expectations for the delivery of educational services 
to First Nation students to be jointly signed-off by boards of education and local First Nations. The First Nations 
Leadership Council has formally made this request through a letter recently sent to the Minister of Education.  
 

School Restart: K-12 First Nations Schools 

FNESC and the First Nations Schools Association (FNSA) fully respect the authority of individual First Nations to 
make decisions about school operations in the best interests of their students, schools, and communities, and we 
further recognize that a number of schools will remain fully or partially closed. First Nations are under no 
obligation to reopen their schools and we anticipate that there will be a wide range of educational delivery 
methods offered throughout the school year, including both remote and in-class learning.   
 
Resources for First Nations Schools to Support Planning 
From the outset of the pandemic, FNESC and FNSA have been developing resources in support of First Nations 
schools and communities. Most recently, this has included a Protocols document for the Management of Illness 
and Confirmed COVID-19 Cases in First Nations Schools and a First Nations Schools Reopening Considerations 
and Template including key health and safety considerations and a planning template. These resources and 
other important updates distributed to First Nations and First Nations schools are available at 
www.fnsa.ca/covid19 and www.fnesc.ca/covid19 
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Environmental Scans 

Throughout the pandemic, FNESC has released a number of surveys to BC First Nations and First Nations schools 
to learn more about their experiences working with school districts as well as their needs for support and 
funding. First Nations reported a wide-range of experiences with their school districts: of the 96 respondents to 
our public school-focused environmental scan, close to one third (31%) reported no engagement from their local 
district during the partial return to classes at the end of last school year.  
 
As part of a survey to First Nations schools, a variety of expectations for the coming year were reported. Of the 
64 respondents, 8% reported their school would remain fully closed while delivering remote learning 
opportunities. 19% reported their school would be open to staff while delivering in-person classes to some 
students and remote learning to others. 39% reported they would return to regular in-person classes for all 
students. The responses are being used to inform FNESC’s advocacy and supports, recognizing that the status of 
school openings is fluid as communities respond to the pandemic. 
 

Education Funding 

ISC has confirmed that K-12 Education funding will continue for school year 2020/21. This includes funding 
administered by FNESC and FNSA. If there are any changes to specific funding processes or timelines, we will 
notify schools and communities as soon as possible. 
 

Federal Funding for Public and Independent Schools 

 On August 26, 2020, the Prime Minister announced $2B in additional COVID-19 funding for the provinces 
and territories “to ensure the safety of students and staff members throughout the school year.” BC 
received $242M of this funding to support public and independent schools which is being allocated 
directly to school districts. FNESC is concerned that First Nation student needs will not be prioritized in 
determining how this additional funding will be utilized. In response to these concerns and based on 
input from FNESC school districts will be required to report on their use of the funds to support 
Indigenous students and communities.  

 

Funding for First Nations Schools 

 In June, 2020, FNESC/FNSA distributed approximately $2M to First Nations and First Nations schools to 
support the offering of summer learning opportunities.  

 

 In August, 2020, FNESC/FNSA distributed approximately $1.5M in school restart grants to First Nations 
schools. The grants are intended to support purchases related to technology, learning resources, and 
health and safety materials. Additionally, FNESC and FNSA surveyed First Nations on anticipated health 
and safety costs related to September start-up that will inform a proposal for further funding from the 
First Nations Inuit Health Branch headquarters. Once the funding is confirmed, FNESC/FNSA will provide 
further information.  

 

 On July 29, 2020, the Ministry of Education announced a $45.6M provincial investment in public and 
non-First Nation independent schools to assist with the implementation of COVID-19 health and safety 
measures. In keeping with the BC Tripartite Education Agreement (BCTEA), Indigenous Services Canada 
(ISC) provided $482,102 in proportionate funding to First Nations schools to be allocated based on 
student population as a top-up to the FNESC/FNSA school restart grants. Further details will be 
distributed soon. 

 

 On August 26, 2020, ISC announced a $112M investment for First Nations across Canada to support a 
safe return to on reserve schools. Details on BC’s allocation and the allocation methodology are still 
outstanding, but will be shared as soon as possible. FNESC is recommending this funding be available to 
support all students on the nominal roll including students both in First Nations schools and public 
schools. The First Nations Leadership Council supported this recommendation and recently sent a letter 
to the Deputy Minister of ISC in regard to this issue.  

https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2017-2021/2020EDUC0040-001415.htm

